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In undertaking "to contribute a short History of 
Sicily to the series called The Story of the Nations;' 
Mr. Freeman says, in the Preface to his greater work 
on the same subject, that he did so “on the express 
ground that Sicily never was the home of any nation, 
but rather the meeting-place of many.” The original 
suggestion had been that he should write a volume 
on Norman Sicily. But in view of the necessity of 
first introducing his readers to the earlier stages of 
Sicilian history, this suggestion finally ripened into 
the proposal to write the whole story of Sicily, from 
the earliest days of the Greek colonisation to the 
time of Frederick the Second. 

The idea grew. It had for many years been a 
favourite saying of Mr. Freeman that " in order to 
write a small history you must first write a Inrgconc." 
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In this way the "Little History of Sicily" gave 
biith to the larger one, of which three volumes, reach¬ 
ing down to the time of the Athenian siege and the 
tyranny of Dionysios, have already been issued by 
the Clarendon Press. Besides this, there exist 
materials for a continuation of the larger history 
down to the period of the Roman Conquest and for 
a later volume on Norman Sicily. But, unhappily 
for his readers, he has not been spared to bring the 
work, either in its greater or lesser form, to com¬ 
pletion. 

With the exception of the headings from p 297 
onwards and the Index, which hns been drawn up as 
far as possible on the lines of those made by the 
author himself for his greater work, the whole of the 
sheets had been passed for press by Mr. Freemnn 
before he left England on his last journey—a journey 
to Spain, undertaken with a special view to the better 
understanding of the later parts of his great work. 
The present volume goes down to the end of the 
Roman dominion, and the last part of the book, 
which deals with Sicily ns a Roman Province, covers 
a period which, in contradistinction to his usual 
practice, he had not yet written in the Inrger form. 
It had been his intention to add to the present a 
second volume, beginning with the coming of the 
Saracens, and which should, according to the hopes 
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expressed in his greater work, have been at any rate 
carried on “ till the Wonder of the World is laid in 
his tomb at Palermo," or, it may be, carried on yet 
further to the time when the "island story" should 
be merged in that of the new Italian Kingdom. 

But it was not so to be. The “ life and strength " 
that lie had hoped for failed him before their time, 
and, in the language of the Psalmist, whose words 
were ever on hi* lips and in his writings, his 
strength was brought down in his journey, his days 
were shortened. He died at Alicante on March 16, 
1892. 

A. J. E akd M. E 
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STORY OF SICILY. 


I. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SICILIAN HISTORY. 

Tilt: claim of the history of Sicily to a place in the 
Story of the Nations in not that there ever has been 
• Sicilian nation. There lias very seldom boon a time 
when there was a power ruling over nil Sicily and 
over nothing out of Sicily. There has never been n 
time when there was one language spoken by all men 
in Sicily and by no men out of Sicily. All the 
powers, nil the nations, that have dwelled round the 
Mediterranean Sea have had a part in Sicilian history. 
All the languages that have been spoken round tlic 
Mediterranean Sea have been, at one time or another, 
spoken in Sicily. The historical importance of Sicily 
comes, not from its being the seat of any one nation, 
but from its being the meeting-place and the battle¬ 
field of many nations. Many of the chief nations of 
the world have settled in Sicily and have held dominion 
in Sicily. They have wrought on Sicilian soil, not 
only the history of Sicily, but a great i»art of their 
own history. And, above all, Sicily has been the 
3 
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meeting-place and battle-field, not only of rival nations 
and languages, but of rival religious creeds. 

It follows from this that, while the history of Sicily 
has had a great effect on the general history of the 
world, it is still, in a certain sense, a secondary history. 
For some centuries past, and also in some earlier times, 
this has been true in the sense that Sicily has been 
part of the dominion of some other power ruling out 
of Sicily. But Sicily has not always been in this way 
a dependent land. In one age it contained the greatest 
and most powerful city in Europe. In another age 
it was the scat of the most flourishing kingdom in 
Europe. Yet its history has always been n secondary 
history, a history whose chief importance comes from 
its relations to things out of Sicily. The greatest 
powers and nations of the world have in several ages 
fought in Sicily and for Sicily. Their Sicilian warfare 
determined their history elsewhere. 

In this way the history of Sicily is one of the 
longest and most unbroken histories in Europe. It 
docs not belong, wholly or chiefly, either to what is 
called "ancient" or to what Is called "modern" 
history. Of its two most brilliant periods, one belongs 
to what is commonly called " ancient," the other to 
what is commonly called " modern." And nowhere 
is it more hopeless to try to keep the two asunder; 
nowhere is the history so imperfect if we try to look 
at one period only. For the history of Sicily is before 
all things a history of cycles. The later story is the 
earlier story coming over again. That is to say, like 
causes have been at work in very distant times, and 
they have led to like results. 
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Now all these characteristics of Sicilian history 
come from the geographical position and the geo¬ 
graphical character of the land. Sicily is an island. 
It is a great island, an island which, in the days when 
cities were powers, could contain many independent 
powers. And above all, it is a central island. It lies 
In the very middle of the great inland sea which parts 
and unites Europe, Asia, and Africa. That is to say, 
as long as the civilized world consisted only of the 
lands round the Mediterranean Sea, Sicily was the 
very centre of the civilized world. Its position In¬ 
vited settlement from every quarter, and its size 
allowed settlement from many quarters at once 
Sicily therefore became the battle-field of many 
nations and powers; but it was so for many ages 
without becoming the exclusive possession of anyone. 
And its position specially marked it out as the chosen 
battle-field of one particular form of strife. Sicily 
lies in the very middle of the Mediterranean. It forms 
n breakwater between the Eastern and the Western 
basins of that sea. We count it as part of Europe ; 
but it comes nearer to Africa than any other part of 
central Europe. As it is a breakwater between the 
two seas, it is n bridge between the two continents. 
The question was sure to come, Shall the great 
central island belong to the East or to the West ? 
Shall it be part of Africa or part of Europe? 

On this Inst question the whole history of Sicily 
turned as' long as Sicily played a great part in 
the history of the world. In the great strife between 
East and West, and between the religions which had 
been adopted in East and West, Sicily has at two 
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periods of the world’s history played a foremost 
part. The land has been twice fought for by Aryan 
and Semitic men, speaking Aryan and Semitic 
tongues, and professing and fighting for their several 
religions. In both eases the geographical relations of 
the struggle have been strangely turned about. In 
the strife between East and West, the East has be- 
come West, and the West East. That is to say, in 
the strife for Sicily, the Eastern side has been both 
times represented by men who have attacked Sicily 
from the West. Its enemies have been, not men 
coming straight from Asia, but men of Asia who had 
settled in Africa. In each ense the representatives of 
the West (fighting from the East), have been men 
speaking the Greek tongue, and the representatives of 
the East (attacking from the West) have been men 
speaking a Semitic tongue. That is, they were first 
the Phcenlcians, then the Saracens. In each case the 
strife Ims been made keener by difference of religion. 
In the first ease it was the difference between two 
forms of heathendom, between the two very different 
creeds of Greece and 1 ‘hcenicia. In the second ease 
it was the keenest difference of all, the keenest be¬ 
cause the two religions have so much in common, 
the strife between the two great forms of monotheism, 
Christianity and Islam. In both eases the strife has 
been waged in Sicily and for Sicily ; in both eases the 
prize has in the end passed to the power which was at 
the time strongest in the neighbouring land of Southern 
Italy. That is, Sicily passed to the Romans in the 
first strife, to the Normans in the second. This 
forms the great cycle of Sicilian history; the main 
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events of the earlier time seem to be acted over again 
in the latter. 

This is the great characteristic of Sicilian history, 
but it is not quite peculiar to Sicily. The same kind 
of cycle, the same waging of the great strife of East 
and West at different times and by different actors, is 
to be found in the history of Cyprus and of Spain as 
well as in that of Sicily. Rut Cyprus is much smaller 
than Sicily; It lies in a corner of the Mediterranean, 
its revolutions did not affect the general history of 
the world In the same way ns those of Sicily which 
lies in the middle. Spain Is geographically much 
greater than Sicily; but Spain lies at what in early 
times was the end of the world, and the historical 
iinjiortancc of Spain came much later, ns it lasted 
much longer, than that of Sicily. Sicily, as the cen¬ 
tral land, was the truest centre of the strife. It is on 
its central position that the wholo history of Sicily 
turns. As long ns the lands round the Mediterranean 
were the whole of the F.uro|>cnn world, the strife for 
Sicily, the central land of them all, had an importance 
which none could surpass. So it was In the former 
time of strife, the strife between the pagan Greek and 
the Phceniciari. By the second time of strife, the strife 
between the Christian Greek or Roman—we may call 
him either—and the Saracen, the boundaries of the 
European world had been enlarged. Sicily was no 
longer the centre of the world, and its fortunes, 
though still of great moment, are of less moment than 
before In later times again, when the European 
world has spread over all parts of the earth, when the 
Ocean has become the central sea instead of the 
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Mediterranean, Sicily has altogether lost its central 
position and its importance. I ; or some centuries 
Sicily has held only a secondary place in Europe, and 
it has commonly been dependent on some other 
power. 

We may therefore sum up the history of Sicily in 
a very few words. It is the central land of the 
Mediterranean sea; it was the central land of 
Europe, as long as Europe meant only the lands on 
the Mediterranean sea. As such it became the 
battle-field of nations and creeds, the prixe for 
Europe and Africa to struggle for. The first time 
of strife was between Greeks and l’hccnicians, 
between representatives of West and East, between 
men of Europe and men of Asia transplanted to 
Africa. The end of this strife was the victory of 
Europe, but in the shape of the incorporation of 
Sicily into the dominion of Koine. Of that dominion 
Sicily remained a part for many ages, till the second 
time of strife came, the strife which was waged with the 
Saracen by men whom we may call either Greek- 
speaking Romans or Greeks under the allegiance of 
the Eastern Rome. The end was the establishment 
of the Norman kingdom of Sicily, which was for a 
short time the most flourishing state in Europe. 
After a while Sicily lost its central position and 
with it its special character as the meeting-place of 
the nations. But its history as such had kept it 
back from that form of greatness which consists in 
being the chief scat of some single nation. There 
has been no Sicilian nation. The later history of 
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Sicily has thus lost its distinguishing character. It 
has become an ordinary part, and commonly a sub¬ 
ordinate part, of the general history of Europe, and 
specially of that of Italy. 

In this way Sicilian history begins when the great 
colonising nations of antiquity, the Phccnicians and the 
Greeks, began to settle In Sicily. Our first business 
therefore is to see what manner of people the 
Phoenicians and the Greeks were at the time of their 
first settlements, what manner of land Sicily was, and 
what earlier inhabitants the new settlers found in it. 
Then we shall go on with the history of the two 
colonising nations in Sicily. In so doing we shall 
have to say again many things that have already been 
said in other parts of the Story of the Nations. 
Indeed the most part of the Story of Sicily must 
have been told already. Hut it has been told, a* far 
as Sicily is concerned, piecemeal. Things have been 
told, not in their relation to Sicily, but in their 
relations to some other land or |>owcr. Mere they 
will be told as parts of a connected Sicilian story, 
a story of which Sicily is the centre, nnd in which 
other lands and nations find their place only in their 
relations to Sicilian affairs. 



SICILY AND ITS INHABITANTS. 

(It may \<e needful to explain tlut, daring tho pirncii chapter nod 
for xano lltwo nficr it, »c h*vo no contemporary, or even cuntlnuoui, 
narratlvo to follow. In the very cnilleM time* of co»tr»c llwte Oould U 
none. Tire ncnrwM approach to n narrative !• the dmcrlptlou o t Sicily 
nth) lit nnrlro InhaliitanU nn*l of iIm Greek Ktllcwcnt* there which 
Tltwcydldci giver at tho loginning of Kit tlxtIt l»ooV. For tlw* ret wo 
have to pot our atury togerher front all nruuier of Greek x-xitce*. We 
have Incidental notice* of Skily nod the nation of Sicily In n crowd of 
Greek writer* from lira Oilyiaey onwanlt. Much It learned more 
directly from later Greek writer*, at the geogra|>hcr Stralio and the 
Slclluo Itittorian Dioddren of Anythin). If hit work wen perfect) we 
climtld hate a conlinuow, though not a contemporary, Sicilian hittory. 
Something too may to pit from Dlceiyaloa of llalikanuteot, tho 
liHtician ol Rome. All thewo yetterve to u* valuable nolieca from 
rnrlktr writer-, ct|)«lally from tho Slclllon hUtorlam Anliochm anil 
llitltooa. Hut tltey too were not contemporary. Of Hwenlclan 
anllKwItlc* we unluckily l«uc none. Among modem writer. Adolf 
llolm Six got together In In* Gtttklth/i SMN*m |*wty well every 
■crap dial can he font*). 

We spoke in our first chapter of the way in which 
the geographical position of tlw island of Sicily, ns the 
central island of the Mediterranean sea, allowed, and 
almost comjrelied it, to play the particular part In 
history which it did play. We have now to see how 
the history of the land was affected by its geographical 
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character as well as by its geographical position. We 
must remember the general state of the world at the 
time when, first the Phcenicians and then the Greeks, 
began to plant colonics in Sicily and other lands. To 
such European nations as have already come, however 
dimly, into sight, the lands round the Mediterranean 
were the whole world, and the inland sea itself was 
what the Ocean is now. Europe contained no great 
kingdoms, like Asia; tire more advanced a people was, 
the greater was its |>oliticnl disunion. The indc|>cn- 
dent city was the accepted political unit. In Greece 
above nil, the nature of the land, the islands, the pcnln- 
sulas, the strongly marked inland vnllcys, fostered the 
separate being of each city In its fullest development. 
Every city either was independent or thought itself 
wronged if it was not so. It was only in the more 
backward parts of Greece that towns or districts in 
the early clays grouped themselves into leagues. In 
Italy the growth of such leagues was the most marked 
feature. Outside Greece and Italy the other European 
nations had hardly got beyond the system of tribes, 
ns distinguished alike from independent cities and 
from great kingdoms. Among the Asiatic nations the 
Phoenicians alone had at all fully developed the same 
kind of political system as the Greeks. With them 
too the independent city was the rule. They alone 
among barbarians knew anything of the higher 
political life. They were the only worthy rivals of 
Greece. 

Now, as the world stood then, it was only nations 
like the Phoenicians and Greeks, whose political 
system was one of independent cities, that could in 
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the strict sense plant colonics. We must distinguish 
colonics, as we now understand the word, from 
national migrations. In an early slate of things 
nothing is more common than for a whole people, or 
a large part of a people, to leave their own land for 
some other. Their old land is left empty or much 
less thickly inhabited, and very often some other 
people steps in and takes possession of it. Both 
Greeks and Phoenicians and the other ancient nations 
of Europe and Asia must have come into their lands 
in this way. And the same thing wont on again 
when the settlement of the present nations of Euroi>c 
began, at what is commonly spoken of us the 
Wandering of the Nations. Then, for Instance, the 
English settled in part of the Isle of Urlttln, and 
gave it its name of England. The older England 
on the mainland of Europe was forsaken. So again 
in Greece, ever since the Greeks had settled there, 
there had been many movements of different divi¬ 
sions of the Greek nation, Dorians, lonlans, Aclmlans, 
changing their dwellings from one part of Greece to 
another, or going across into Asia. Real planting of 
colonics, as we understand the word, is something 
quite different from this. It is not the movement of 
a whole i>coplc or of so large a part of a people as to 
leave the old land at all forsaken or weakened. Pnrt 
of the inhabitants of an established kingdom or city 
go forth to seek new homes in a new land; but the 
kingdom or city which they left still lives on. The 
two become what the Greeks called vutrcpolis or 
mother-city and colony. And the Phoenician and 
Greek colonics, founded from cities, arose as indepen- 
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dent cities from the beginning. The colony owed 
the metropolis honour and reverence, and colony and 
metropolis were ready to help one another in time of 
need. But, as a rule, a Phcenician or Creek colony 
was not politically subject to the metropolis which 
planted it. In later times colonics have been founded 
from kingdoms, and it has been held that a subject 
of a king, wherever he went, could not throw off his 
allegiance to his sovereign. Colonics have therefore 
been held to be part of the dominions of the king of 
the mother-country. They have from the beginning 
been dependent Instead of independent; and when 
they have grown strong, they have often had to win 
independence by force of arms. 

Now Sicily was in the early day# of Europe one 
of the greatest of colonial lands. It was a chief sent 
for the planting of colonics, first from Phccniela and 
then from Greece. It is the presence of these 
Phcenician and Greek colonics which made the 
history of Sicily what it was. These settlements 
were of course made more or less at the expense of 
the oldest inhabitants of the island, those who were 
there before the Phcenician# and Greeks came to 
settle. These oldest inhabitants were of three nations. 
Of these the names of two arc so much alike that one 
is tempted to think that they must be different forms 
of the same name. And yet all ancient writers speak 
of them as wholly distinct nations. These arc the 
Sikans {Sietwi, and the Sikcls (Sifn/i, 

5U*«Xo<), each of which in turn was said to have given 
its name to the island. It was first Sitanin 
SAKavia), then Sikelia or Sicily ( Sicilia, SwXca). 


SICILY AND ITS INHABITANTS. 


12 

The Slkans claimed to be autochthones, sprung 
from the earth; that is, they were the earliest in¬ 
habitants of the land of whom anything was 
known. But the Greeks believed them to have 
come from Spain, and it is most likely that they 
belonged to that wide-spread non-Aryan race of 
southern Europe of which the Basques arc now 
the survival. Nothing is known of the Sikan lan¬ 
guage, except so far as it is likely to survive in the 
names of places. 

The Sikan* no doubt came into the island by a 
progress of national migration, though in an un¬ 
recorded time. The other people whose name is so 
like theirs, 'the Sikcls, certainly did so, and their 
settlement in the island is all but historical. Their 
tradition was that they had come into the island from 
Italy three hundred years before Greek settlement in 
it began, that is in the eleventh century ttC And in a 
general way this belief seems quite trustworthy, though 
of course we cannot commit ourselves to exact dates. 
Of the Sikcl language we know a good many words, 
and nearly all of them arc closely akin to Latin. We 
may in short look upon the Sikcl as an undeveloped 
Latin people. The Latins in Italy were able to 
develop a polity and a national life of their own ; 
the Sikcls could not do this, because nt an early 
stage of their being they came across nations more 
advanced than themselves. In the fifth century u.c. 
there were still, as Thucydides witnesses, some Sikcls 
left in Italy; but the great mass of the nation must 
have crossed into the great island. They came 
nearer than any other people to being the real folk o| 
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the land, and they gave the land its abiding name. 
The Sikans indeed appear in history as little more 
than a survival. They seem to have been driven 
into the western part of the island by the advance 
of the Sikcls. And there they came under the 
dominion and influence both of Phu-niciaiu and 
Greeks. Still they kept some towns, chiefly inland, 
and we hear of them as a distinct people as late as 
the fourth century lie. The Sikcls, on the other 
hand, play a great part in the history of the land to 
which they gave their name. Hut their story is 
mainly a record of the way in which they gradually 
became practically Greek. On the cast coast they 
came for the most part under the dominion of the 
Greek settlers; but on the north coast and in the 
inland parts they kept many independent towns. 
These gradually came under Greek Influence; they 
adopted Greek ways and spoke the Greek language, 
till in the Roman times they were reckoned os 
Greeks. 

Resides Sikans and Sikcls, there was a third people 
in the island, of whom we hear u good deal, but of 
whom we really know less than of either of the other 
two. These were the lClymians, who held the two 
towns of Segestn and liryx in the north-west part 
of Sicily. They professed, like the Romans and 
some others, to be descended from the Trojans. 
This kind of claim always means that the people 
making it were an ancient settlement, but that they 
could not certainly connect themselves with any 
known city or land. In history the lClymians apjicar 
as so completely brought under Phcenician and 
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Greek influences that we cannot at all say what they 
originally were. We know nothing of their language. 
Their name is very like that of several other lands 
both in Europe and Asia ; but it is always dangerous 
to make guesses because of mere likenesses of name. 
They arc most famous because of their great temple 
on Mount Eryx, dedicated to a goddess in whom the 
Phoenicians saw their own Ashtorcth, the Greeks 
their own Aphroditt. and the Latins their own Venus. 

It was in the land occupied by these nations, and 
largely at their expense, that, first the Phceniclan and 
then the Greek colonists settled themselves. Both 
nations had already planted colonies elsewhere. The 
Phoenicians had settled in the Greek islands from 
which they had been driven by the Greeks, and nlso 
in Africa and Spain. The Greeks had settled in the 
islands and in Asia. But Sicily was a land in some 
things different from any of the other lands in which 
they settled. In Grccco itself, and still more in the 
Greek islands, and afterwards in southern Italy, it 
was easy to occupy the whole land from sea to sea. 
On the other hand, most of the Greek colonics on the 
mainland, whether of Europe, Asia, or Africa, were 
settlements on the sea, holding a mere strip of coast 
with a bnrbarian background behind them. And 
whenever powerful kingdoms, like those of the 
Lydians and the Persians in Asia) grew up in that 
barbarian background, the independence of the Greek 
cities on the coast was threatened and sometimes 
destroyed. Among the Greek islands again some, 
as Crete and Euboia, were large enough to con¬ 
tain several independent cities; but none were of 
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a size and geographical character to allow of any 
large inland region really far away from the sea. 
The Phoenicians also were used to much the same 
state of things. Their own land in Asia was a mere 
strip of coast between the sea and the mountains, 
studded with their famous cities Sidon. Tyre, and 
others. Ami their colonics in Africa and Spain were 
of the same kind. They held the coast, but did not 
spread far inland. 

In Sicily the Phranidnn and Greek settlers found 
themselves under geographical conditions different 
from any of these. Sicily was an island; It was, 
according to the ideas of those times, a very large 
island. It approached to the nature of a continent. 
It was not only large enough to contain many cities; 
It was large enough to have its coast studded with 
sea-faring cities, and at the same time to leave a large 
Inlnnd region really away from the sea. Its shape, 
nearly triangular, is singularly compact; and it 
allows the grentest omount of coast to the greatest 
amount of inland country. In Sicily therefore 11 
state of things followed unlike anything to be seen 
elsewhere. Phccniclan and Greek setder* could 
occupy the coasts, but only the coasts ; it was only 
at the comers that they could at all spread from scu 
to sea. A great inland region was necessarily left to 
the older inhabitants. But there was no room in Sicily, 
as there was in Asia, for the growth of great barbarian 
powers dangerous to the settlers. Neither Phamcian 
nor Greek was ever able to occupy or conquer the 
whole island ; but neither people stood in any fear «\ 
being conquered or driven out, unless by one another. 



|6 SICILY AND ITS INHABITANTS. 

Hut instead of conquest came influence. Both Phoe¬ 
nicians and Greeks largely influenced the native in- 
habitants. In the end, without any general conquest, 
the whole island became practically Greek. 

We have said that the shape of Sicily is nearly 
that of a triangle. The ancient writers fancied that 
it was much more nearly a triangle than it is. It 
was thought to be an acute-angled triangle with a 
promontory at each of its angles, Pclfiris to the 
north-cast, Pachynos to the south-east, and I.ilybaion 
to the west. The real shape of Sicily is that of a 
right-angled triangle, with the right nnglo to the 
north-cast; the north-western angle is cut off, so ns 
to form a short fourth side to the west. And the 
angles do not end In promontories. Lilybnion, now 
Capo Boeo, is not a promontory at all; it is the 
most western point of Sicily, but it Is not high ground, 
and it is not an angle, but is in the middle of the 
short western side. Pcldris is now called Capo del Faro, 
after the pharos or light-house from-which the strait 
itself between Sicily and Italy has taken the name of 
Faro. There arc high hills not far ofT, but the actual 
angle is very low ground. And the only way to make 
a promontory of Pachynos is to make the island of 
l'asscro the promontory, and that is not at the angle 
but on the cast side. But this notion of tire triangle 
and the three promontories took possession of men’s 
minds. When therefore they began to find sites for 
all the stories in the Odyssey, the little island of 
T/iriiiahii’ s|»kcn of there was ruled to be Sicily, and 
its name was improved into Trinakria, to give in 
Greek the meaning of three promontories. After all, 
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Sicily is really not far from being a triangle, and it is 
its triangular shape which makes it so compact. The 
north side runs very nearly east and west, the east 
side very nearly north and south; the longest side is 
the south-western. All three arc much more nearly 
straight than most coasts; they arc specially so as 
compared with the coasts of Greece. Compared 
with them, the Sicilian coasts arc very little cut up 
with any large or deep inlets of the sea. Hut there 
arc a good many smaller inlets which make excel¬ 
lent harbours, as above all at Syracuse, and also at 
Panormot or Palermo. Nor is the coast of Sicily 
surrounded by islands in the same way as the 
coast of Greece. There arc a few very small ones 
near the const, and there arc two groups of some 
importance. The isles of Aigousa or the Agates off 
the north-west corner are bold mountains in the sen. 
And to the north-cast, between Sicily and Italy, arc 
the volcanic isles of Lipara, the isles of Aiolos or of 
Hdphaistos, which connect the volcanic regions of 
Aitna and of Vesuvius. The Islands between Sicily 
and Africa, Mclita (Malta), Gaulos (Go*>), and 
Kossoura (Pantcllaria), arc too far from Sicily to have 
had any continuous share in Sicilian history, though 
Mclita is of importance at times. 

Sicily is a very mountainous land, and even where 
there arc no high mountains, it is full of hills and 
valleys. There arc no large plains; that of I-cntini 
or Catania on the cast side is the chief. On the 
north side and part of the cast, the mountains come 
near to the sea, sometimes quite close, forming very 
grand coast scenery. In the other parts the moun- 
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tains keep much further inland, and the coast is 
mainly low, though at a few points on the south side 
the hills come down to make promontories. The 
great mountain of all is of course -Etna, the greatest 
volcano of Europe. It rises more than ten thousand 
feet above the sea, and it is so near to the sea that its 
whole height is seen. Yet its base is so vast and the 
slope so gradual that it needs the snow near the top 
to show how high it is. None of the other heights 
of Sicily come at all near it. The loftiest arc to the 
north. The most striking after /Etna, though by no 
means the highest (for its height is not much more than 
two thousand feet), is Eryx (Monte San GlulUno) at 
the north-west corner. It comes nearer to the nature 
of a promontory at an angle than any of the supposed 
three. So hilly a land is naturally full of springs and 
streams, but there is no room for great rivers. There 
is no such thing In Sicily ns a navigable river or an 
inland haven. The greatest river system is that of 
the Symaithos (or Giarretta) on the eastern side, 
where many streams, draining many valleys and the 
great Leontinc or Catanian plain, run into the sea by 
a single mouth. Next in size is the Ilimcras or 
Fin me Sol so on the south side. There is another 
river on the north side (now Fiumt Grande) of the same 
name, and the two rise very near together, but the 
southern one has a much longer course. The rivers 
Halykos, Mazaros, Krimisos, and Or«lhos, arc of 
more importance as boundaries or from events that 
happened near them than from their size. Many of the 
streams of Sicily, specially on the north and north¬ 
west sides, are what are called fiumare ; that is, in 
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winter they are torrents, rushing fiercely into the 
sea, while in summer their beds are nearly dry. 

Sicily has been always famous for its fruitfulness, 
and not without reason. The few wide plains, the 
lowlands between the mountains and the sea, and 
many of the inland valleys, arc wonderfully rich in 
their growth. Even on hilly and stony ground rich 
patches of corn will grow between the stones. Men 
believed that wheat first grew in Sicily, as the gift of 
the goddesses of the island, and in the plain of 
Catania it was said to be still growing wild. How¬ 
ever this may be, it is certain that no land has ever 
received more vegetable gifts from other lauds than 
Sicily; olives, vines, oranges, the American prickly 
pear, all flourish. But the sugar-cane and the Egyptian 
papyrus have vanished, or nearly so ; cotton is grown 
only in a few places; the palm grows, but its fruit 
doc* not reach perfection. But while fruit-trees of all 
kinds arc abundant, there is a strange lack of what 
we call forest-trees. There were plenty of them in 
times past, but now there arc very few. The hill¬ 
sides arc mostly quite treeless, and a valley which 
looks thickly wooded has often nothing but olives, 
almonds, and such like. Sicily was In old times 
famous for its horses and its sheep; the traveller is 
now more struck with the asses, mules, and goats; 
but there arc more sheep inland than there arc near 
the coasts. The seas abound in fish, specially the 
great tunny. In all ages the richness of the land has 
been dwelled upon with pride. As a Roman province, 
Sicily was the chief granary of Rome, and before 
and after, in the days of the Greek cities and of 



20 SICILY AND ITS INHABITANTS. 

the Norman kings, it was the most flourishing land 
in Europe. 

Some of the present customs of Sicily seem to have 
come down from the earliest times. The traveller 
is struck by the general absence of villages and 
country-houses ; the mass of the people live in towns, 
and, except on the coast, the towns arc mainly on the 
hill-tops. This fashion, common to most nations at 
an early stage, is spoken of as specially characteristic 
of the Sikans; it has gone on to this day, because the 
country has at many times, and in modern times till 
quite lately, been made unsafe by plunderers by land 
or sea. Many of the hill-towns, both Sikan and 
Sikcl.arc thus dwelled in to this day, and some of the 
Sikcl sites play a great part in Sicilian history. Such 
specially arc the inland towns of Agyrium (afterwards 
San Filippo d'Argir&), and Centuripn (afterwards 
Centorbi), both on high hills, and above all Henna, 
the scat of the great goddesses of Sicily, of whom we 
shall presently speak. This is now called Castro- 
giovanni; but it has not really changed its name ; the 
name has nothing to do with any John. The Sara¬ 
cens corrupted Castrum Henna into Casrjanni, and 
that was misunderstood and translated into Castrum - 
Jehannis. Cephalcedium (now Ccfalfl) is a wonder¬ 
ful Sikcl site on the north coast. The old town, with 
some precious Sikcl remains, stood on a high hill 
overhanging the sea; below are Sikcl wall9, joining 
in to the sea, almost like the Long Walls of Athens. 
The Sikan sites arc of less importance, but we shall 
come across some of them, and the Elymians have left 
us Eryx and Segesta. Among these nations, who 
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were in the island before recorded history b:gins, 
came the settlers from the two great colonizing nations, 
who, at this stage of their history, had come to build 
their cities on the coast, not commonly on the high 
hills, and never very far inland. We must first speak 
of the Phoenicians and then of the Greeks. 

The Phcenldans then, the foremost of barbarian 
nations, the only real political rivnls of the Greeks, 
came into Sicily and other western lands from the 
narrow strip of land at the cast of the Mediterranean, 
between Lebanon and the sea, where were their old and 
famous cities of Sidon, Tyre, and Arvnd. The name 
by which we call them (Greek Latin Panus, 

Punicus) is not their own name, but one which 
perhaps marked their land as the land of palm-trees. 
They called themselves and their land Chna or 
Canaan. For of n truth they came from the Canaan 
of the Old Testament; they worshipped the gods of 
Canaan, Baalim and Ashtaroth, with their foul and 
bloody rites, burning their children in the fire. 
Their tongue was the same as the Hebrew, and 
a very little knowledge of Hebrew will explain 
many Phoenician names. Thus the most famous of 
all, Hannibal, is the Grace of Baal, just ns the Hebrew 
Hananiah is the Grace of Jehovah. Turn it round, 
and it is Jehohanan, Johannes, our familiar John. To 
the Greeks the Phoenicians were of course barbarians, 
a name given to all who did not speak Greek. It no 
doubt implies a certain degree of contempt for those 
who did not speak Greek ; but it proves nothing as to 
the measure of civilization reached by the people so 
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called, or even as to the degree of distance between 
their tongue and the Greek. The Phoenicians were 
the boldest sea-faring people in the world and the 
most cunning traders. In this way they spread them¬ 
selves over a great part of the coast of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, founding in some places mere factories, 
in others actual colonies. They occupied many 
points in the island of Cyprus and many of the 
/Egean islands, and seemingly points on the Greek 
coast itself. At this early time, to which we can give 
no exact date, they were far advanced in material 
arts above the Greeks and all other Europeans ; but 
they arc said not to have been an Inventive people, 
but rather to have spread abroad the Inventions of 
others. Certain It is that the Greeks learned much 
from them in the way of material culture; and they 
learned a much more precious gift, namely the 
alphabet. All the various forms of written letters now 
used in Europe have come In different ways from the 
letters which the Greeks first learned of the Phoeni¬ 
cians. The name alphabet shows it; it comes from 
the first two Phoenician letters, akph and btth, in 
Greek alpha and beta. 

Yet, with all this, the Greek was a Greek and the 
Phoenician was a barbarian. The superiority of the 
Asiatic was in material inventions; what the Greek 
learned, he developed and improved as no barbarian 
overdid. It is the art, the polity, the language,of Greece, 
not that of Phrenicia, which has influenced the world 
for ever. In time the Phoenicians were glad to copy 
Greek arts, to take back their own gifts in a shape in 
which they could hardly have known them. Rut at 
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this early time the Phcenicians were the more advanced 
people, above all in everything to do with trade and 
a sea faring life. While the Greeks hardly ventured 
to stir beyond their own Aigccan and the islands just 
ofT Western Greece, the Phcenicians sailed everywhere 
in the Mediterranean, and even made their way into 
the Ocean. And at least one Phoenician colony was 
pluntcd on the Ocean itself, outside what men 
called the pillars of Hdraklis, the heights on each 
side which seem to guard tltc entrance to the 
Mediterranean. This was Gadcira or Gades, said 
to be the oldest settlement of all. And so it well may 
be j for one great object of Phcenician trade was the 
gold of Spnin (Tharshish, Tart^ssos), then the land 
of gold ; the nearer colonics wero posts on the way. 
Gades, hardly changing its name in the modern 
Cadi m, though never a ruling city, has been a 
flourishing haven of trade through all the ages till 
now. 

Hut the chief land of Phcenician settlement was 
Africa, and that brings us round to our own Sicily. 
Many Phcenician cities were planted in Africa, Hippo, 
Utica, and others, and above all Carthage. But Car- 
thage, which grew to be the greatest of all Phcenician 
cities, was the youngest of the African settlements. Its 
name (Kap# jW»», Kor taco, Carthago) means the New 
City, like Greek NeapeUs or English Newton. The first 
syllabic is the word for city, which we see in many 
Old Testament names, as Kirjath -)corim But we have 
nothing to do with Carthage as yet. Carthage at a later 
time plays so great a part in Sicilian history that we 
arc tempted to bring it in before its time, and to 
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fancy that the Phoenician colonies in Sicily were, as 
they are sometimes carelessly called, Carthaginian 
colonics. This is not so; the Phccnician cities in 
Sicily did in after times become Carthaginian 
dependencies: but they were not founded by Carth¬ 
age. We cannot fix an exact date for their founda¬ 
tion, nor can we tell for certain how far they were 
settled straight from the old Phoenicia and how far 
from the older Phccnician cities in Africa. But we 
may be sure that their foundation happened between 
the migration of the Sikcls in the eleventh century 
D.c. and the beginning of Greek settlement In the 
eighth. And we may suspect that the Phccnician 
settlements in the east of Sicily were planted straight 
from Tyre and Sidon, and those in the west from the 
cities in Africa. We know that all round Sicily the 
Phoenicians occupied small islands and points of coast 
which were fitted for their trade, but we may doubt 
whether they anywhere in Eastern Sicily planted 
real colonics, cities with a territory attached to them. 
In the west they seem to have done so. For, when 
the Greeks began to advance in Sicily, the Phoenicians 
withdrew to their strong posts in the western part of 
the island, Motya, Solous, and Panormos. There they 
kept a firm hold till the time of Roman dominion. 
The Greeks could never permanently dislodge them 
from their possessions in this part. Held, partly by 
Phoenicians, partly by Sikans and Elymians who had 
been brought under Phccnician influence, the north¬ 
western corner of Sicily remained a barbarian corner. 

Of these three settlements which the Phoenicians 
kept in Western Sicily, Motya has the shortest history. 
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It was the settlement nearest to Africa, planted on a 
small island in a sheltered bay, a little to the north of 
Lilybaion, the most western point of Sicily. There 
was as yet no town of Lilybaion. But in the time 
of Carthaginian dominion, in the fourth century U.C. 
Motya was forsaken, and a very strong town arose 
on Lilybaion, now the modern Marsala. Motya has 
never been rebuilt, but large remains of its Phcenicinn 
walls may be seen. 

The other two Phccniclan towns arc on the north 
side of Sicily, where the coast makes a bend so as to 
form a bay looking to the cast. On the rocky hill 
which forms the southern shore of this boy stood the 
Phcenicion town of Solous, Soluntum, Solunto, said 
to be so called from Stla, the rock, n name which 
is found in the Old Testament. It was the most 
important Phoenician outpost against the Sikcls, and 
afterwards against the Greeks, to the cast. So its site 
is not, like those of the other Phoenician towns, close 
on the sea, but on tltc inland side of the hill, with the 
sea at its foot. The site is now forsaken ; there are 
large remains of the town, but they date only from 
Roman, not from Phcenicinn times. 

But the greatest of all Phoenician settlements in 
Sicily lay within the bay of which the hill of Solous 
is one horn, but much nearer to the other horn, the 
hill of Herkt*, now Pellegrino. Here the mountains 
fence in a wonderfully fruitful plain, known in after 
times as the Golden Slid! (Conca d'oro). In the 
middle of it there was a small inlet of the sea, parted 
into two branches, with a tongue of land between 
them, guarded by a small peninsula at the mouth. 
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There could be no better site for Phoenician traders. 
Here then rose a Phoenician city, which, though on 
the north coast of Sicily, looks straight towards the 
rising sun. It is strange that we do not know its 
Phoenician name ; in Greek it was called Ptmormos, 
the AU-kaviH, a name borne also by other places. 
This is the modern Palermo, which, under both 
Phoenicians and Saracens, was the Semitic head of 
Sicily, and which remained the cnpital of the island 
under the Norman kings. The ground has been quite 
changed. The two branches of the All-haven have 
become dry land, and the modern port of Palermo 
has moved away from the old city. This must be 
borne in mind ; because the city which we shall have 
to speak of down to the Norman times is still the old 
l’anormos planted on the fork of the two havens, quite 
unlike the Palermo that now is. 

Thus In Sicily the East became West and the West 
East. The men of Asia withdrew before the men of 
Europe to the west of the island, and thence warred 
against the men of Europe to the cast of them. In 
the great central island of Europe they held their 
own barbarian corner. It was the land of Phoenicians, 
Sikans, and Elymians, as opposed to the eastern land 
of the Greeks and their Sikcl subjects and pupils. 
We must remember also that the Phccnicians were 
settled in Africa and Spain, and that they gradually 
occupied the islands, great and small, around Sicily 
and to the west of it' Into all these lands the 
Phoenicians brought their tongue and their creed. 
The gods of Canaan were worshipped in Sicily. Men 
at Panormos and Motya made their children pass 


PANORUOS, MOTYA, AND BRYX. 27 

through the fire, and whatever the temple on Eryx 
was at first, it became the house of Ashtorcth. 
The strife between the Greeks, who had at least a 
nobler form of heathendom, and the Phoenicians was 
therefore something of a crusade or holy war from 
the beginning, and men dearly felt that it was so. 
Hut we must remember that the Greeks had but little 
warfare with the Phcenician settlements in Sicily as 
long as they were independent; the great strife began 
when Carthage rose to dominion. 

We have thus gone through those nations that were 
in Sicily before the Greeks. That is the primitive 
inhabitants, Sikans, Sikcls, and Elymians, and the 
Phcenician colonists who settled among them. All 
of them together have left but small traces of their 
presence. The chief are the tombs hewn in the lime¬ 
stone rocks, which abound in many parts, specially in 
the deep vnllcys on the south-east These arc doubt¬ 
less mostly Sikcl, but they may have been Sikan before 
that. We have spoken of the Phcenician walls at 
Motyn; they may well be Old-Phccniciun; the work 
ut Eryx and Lilybaion is Carthaginian. And wo have 
mentioned the Sikcl building at Ccfalti. There is 
very little more, except the tombs of two Phcenician 
women in the Museum at Palermo. There arc 
Phcenician coins with Phcenician legends ; of the 
other nations we have no coins, till they came to coin 
after Greek models. Of the Sikan and Elymian 
tongues we can say nothing; the Sikcl tongue, we 
have seen, was near akin to the Latin. But we have 
no writings or inscriptions in any of them. The 
Phcenician language and all about the Phccnicians 
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is well known, but not by reason of their presence 
in Sicily. All these nations, the Phoenicians them- 
selves among them, make only a preliminary part of 
our subject. The real history of Sicily, as a land 
playing a great part in the affairs of the world, begins 
with the coming of the Greeks. 



III. 

THE LEGENDS. 


[Her*. «ven more (Inn in otbcc paid of tho *tory, we Imre to pick 
up acnpa of knowledge wheie wo can. Our ncarott approach (o any. 
Hung conllnuom it in Iho fifth book of DUxUrot, wheic lie li dealing 
with the legendary timet of Greece, and bring* In many of (ho itoiiei 
of hit own liltnd. About (ho rtlld we learn nuu from the Ule Latin 
writer MocroUw, who htt collected a great deal about them front 
many totarect t but Dloldro* lui tomethlng to iny too, Tlte aecount of 
Iftdrnmit come*chiefly from two notice* In the Minor* of AnlmtU by 
tlte Into Greek writer /Wlan. The legend ol Dtaltlr tml Pencphoo# 
It Kttlered ovor tit* whole range of Greek lllenlure i but in iti tpecial 
teli(Ion to Henna It comet out wholly In Latin writer*, ft hrglni in 
lit* great tpcoeh of Cicero agtintt Vcrrtn, and goet on In the poet* Ovid 
and Clandbn.) 

IN the history of Sicily, perhaps even more than 
elsewhere, we must take special heed to distinguish 
genuine tradition, that is history in an imperfect 
shape, preserving the memory of real events, from 
ttvo forms of untrustworthy statement. There arc 
some talcs which arc sheer invention, devised with a 
purpose. There are also legends which have grown 
up, one hardly knows how, talcs which arc not true, 
but in which there is no conscious purpose to deceive 
Thus the talc of the Sikcl migration from Italy is 
a piece of genuine tradition, recording a real event. 
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The talc of the Trojan origin of the Elymians is a 
piece of sheer invention. Round both of these stories, 
as statements of fact or supposed fact, legendary 
details have grown. And legendary details have 
grown also where there is not so much groundwork 
of fact or supposed fact as this. Many talcs grow up 
out of some local worship or arc meant to explain some 
local phenomenon. Of all these kinds of stories we 
have plenty in Sicily. We have talcs which grew up 
among the Greeks themselves after they came into 
the island. And we have talcs which the Greeks 
took over from the Sikcls, and tricked out according 
to their own fancy. 

. One class of stories arose out of the supposed 
necessity of finding real sites for all the places spoken 
of in the Odyssey. This the Greeks, above all In 
Sicily, looked on as a kind of duty. For Odysseus 
had sailed to the West; he must therefore have 
visited Sicily. We have already mentioned how the 
little island of Thrinakit, where the oxen of the sun 
grazed, was held to be Sicily, and how the name was 
improved into Trinakria. The poet of the Odyssey 
may or may not have meant some real isle ; he may 
have meant some corner or peninsula of Sicily, 
mistaken for an island—as some said that Mylai or 
Mlltzzo was the place—he assuredly did not mean 
Sicily itself as a whole. On the other hand, we 
cannot doubt that the picture of Skylla and 
Charybdis sprang up out of tales told by sailors, very 
likely Phoenician sailors, about the wonders of the 
strait. Then the monstrous giants of the Odyssey, 
Laistrygoncs and Kyklfipes, were quartered in Sicily. 
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A whole crop of legends therefore grew up about 
Polyphdmos, the nymph Galatcia, and her other lover 
Akis. Others, as Aitna came to be better known, 
changed the giant shepherds into giant smiths, who 
forged the thunderbolts of Zeus and had Hdphaistos 
to their master. These arc all purely Greek stories, 
into which little or nothing of native belief or tradition 
has crept in. 

We have said that the Trojan origin of the Ely- 
mians was sheer invention with a purpose. The story 
must have been of Elymian invention, but invented 
after the Elymians had learned something of Greek 
legend. It took several forms, and legendary details 
grew about It. But it concerns us most that it dearly, 
among the Greeks at least, displaced an older Greek 
story, which also looks very like Invention with a 
purpose. The Greek hero Ildraklds got mixed up 
with the Phoenician Melkart, and in that character he 
was sent on various errands In the West, as far as the 
Ocean. Many stories arose about him in Sicily, about 
his driving away the oxen of G dry on 6s, about their 
crossing the strait, and how the hero first received the 
worship of a god in the Sikcl town of Agyrium, 
where the hoof-prints of his oxen were to be seen. 
All this last the historian DiodOros, who was a man 
of Agyrium, takes care to tell us at length. But 
above all H6nkl6s wrestled with Eryx, the rpiiiymos 
of the mountain and town so-called, and overthrew 
him. He thus gained a right to his land, but he left 
it to him on a kind of lease, to hold till a Hcraklcid 
should come and claim it. This last part at least of 
the story was clearly made up in the interest of 
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certain Hcraklcids who, as we shall see in time, did 
come to claim Eryx. But it is plain that the story 
of Hdrakld* at Eryx before the war of Troy upsets 
the story of the Trojan origin of the Klymians. And 
men were driven to strange shifts in trying to reconcile 
the two. 

The story of the famous mythical artist Daidalos 
coming to Sicily is of quite another kind. Here we 
can see traces of real native legend, though greatly 
tricked out by Greek fancy. Daidalos, having 
offended Minds, the powerful king of Crete, flics to 
Sicily, or rather, as we arc specially told, to S Omnia. 
There he is entertained by the Sikun king Kdkalos— 
every pains is taken to point out that he was Sikan 
and not Sikcl-for whom he builds the strong city of 
Kamikos. He docs also many other wonderful work* 
in all parts of the island ; among others, he builds 
the temple on Eryx. That is, as usual in such eases, 
all wonderful works were attributed to him. Prc- 
gently Minds comes with a great fleet to Sicily to 
punish Daidalos; but he is killed in a bath by the 
daughters of Kdkalos. His followers, or some of 
them, settle in Sicily, and build a town of Minda 
where they first landed, with a tomb of Minds and 
a temple of Aphroditd. Here we have both Phetni- 
cian and Greek elements. The story had put on a 
Greek shape; but the bringing of Minds into the 
story was most likely suggested by a Phoenician 
settlement at Minda. But King Kdkalos and his 
town of Kamikos must be true Sikan tradition. 
Nobody had any interest in inventing them. And 
Kamikos was a real town, which plays a part in 
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Sicilian history, though a small one. It has been 
placed on the site of the mountain town of Calta- 
bellotta near Sciacca, and it must at any rate have 
been not far off. 

This is perhaps our only bit of Sikan story; the 
Sikcls have left us much more. We have already 
seen at Agyrium a Greek story fixed on a Sikcl site. 
But we have a large amount of Sikcl belief and 
tradition which made its way into the mythology of 
the Greeks. As was natural in Sicily, a land so full 
of volcanic phenomena of nil kinds, the Sikcl religion 
was a worship of the powers of nature, and above all 
of the powers under the earth. The corn itself, grow¬ 
ing up from the earth, was looked on as a gift from the 
nether powers. Then there was the great burning 
mountain of /Etna, and several smaller volcanos 
which threw up only mud, as at Maccftluba near 
Girgcntl; there were the hot springs at Termini and 
near Sciacca. There were volcanic lakes, deep hole* 
in the earth, and many things which fitted in with the 
worship of the nether-gods, gods, in Sikcl belief, 
awful but kindly. Some bits of Sikcl religion have 
come down to us almost untouched ; others have 
been so worked into Greek legends that we cannot 
even guess their native shape. Thus there was a 
Sikcl goddess Hybla, whom the Greeks looked on as 
the same with several goddesses of their own my¬ 
thology, here with one, there with another. Three 
towns in Sicily were called after her, one in the 
south-eastern part of the island, now Ragusa, another 
on the coast north of Syracuse, near the place where 
the Greek colony of Megara was afterwards planted. 
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This gave its name to the Hyblaian hills not far off, 
famous for their honey ; but there is no hill strictly 
called Mount Hybla. The third Hybla is inland, not 
far from Catania, and is now called Paternd. The 
worshippers of the goddess here were specially 
skilled in the interpretation of dreams. Just below 
her temple is a mud volcano and some mineral 
springs, showing plainly enough that Hybla was a 
goddess of the nether-world. Then there was the 
Sikcl fire-god Had ran u's, who had a temple near 
yEtna, not far from Paternd, where a town Hadranum, 
now Adernd, was afterwards built. In his temple fire 
was ever burning. The story goes that in it were kept 
a thousand great dogs, who knew and welcomed good 
people when they came to worship, while the bad they 
drovo away or tore in pieces, according to the measure 
of their sins. They also guided travellers who had lost 
their way, in which we may see some training like that 
of the dogs of Saint Bernard. More famous than these 
is the Sikcl holy place which plays the greatest part in 
Sicilian history. This was the temple and lake of the 
Palici, the Great Twin Brethren of Sikel worship. Their 
temple stood in a plain north of the hill-town of 
Memenum, now Minco. There were anciently two 
volcanic craters ; now there is only one, within which 
the water bubbles up in several places. An oath 
taken here was the most binding of all oaths, and it 
was held that its breach was always followed by some 
fearful judgment. The Palici were clearly gods of 
the earth ; in their story they came out of the earth. 
They were kindly gods also, who gave special shelter 
to slaves. Here we have an almost untouched Sikcl 
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worship; the Greeks did nothing, save, after their 
manner, to invent parents for the Sikcl gods, to say 
that the Pal id were sons of Zeus and a nymph 
Thalcia, or, more fittingly, of the fire-god Hadranus 
or their own Hfiphaistos. In the old Italian religion, 
of which the Sikcl creed was one form, the gods had 
no parents. 

But in the most famous of all seats of Sikcl worship 
we see how a story which had grown up in Greece 
was carried bodily into Sicily, how it was fitted to 
sites and phenomena there, and so fully took posses¬ 
sion of them that, amid the rich adornments of 
Greek fancy, it is not easy to see what the original 
Sikcl belief was. This is the story of the special 
patronesses of Sicily, the goddesses of Henna, the 
l>owcrs of the earth that sent up the fiuitful corn. 
Their Sikcl character, whatever it was, has been quite 
lost in the Greek story of Dimttir and her daughter 
Persephone, called specially Kort, the Maid, and how 
the Maid was carried off by Alddncus, the god of the 
nether-world. The talc was carried to Sicily, and 
fixed at Henna and the neighbouring lake Pergus. It 
grew on Sicilian ground, and reached its height in the 
hands of the Latin poets. In the oldest form of the 
talc, in the Homcridian hymn to IMmdttfr, there is no 
thought of Henna or of Sicily at all. Later on, as in 
the odes of Pindar and in various other notices, the 
goddesses appear as special goddesses of Sicily, but 
without any mention of Henna. It is by the Greek 
poet Kallimachos, in the time of the second Hlcr6n, 
that Henna is first spoken of as having anything 
to do with the goddesses. Then the Latin writers 


THE LEGENDS. 


36 

Cicero and Livy describe Henna as the specially 
holy place of the goddesses, and fix the story 
to its neighbourhood. Lastly, in the Latin poets, 
specially in Ovid and Claudian, we find the talc told 
at length, as happening at I-akc Pergus and other 
places in Sicily. The maiden Persephonfc, with her 
playmates the nymphs,is gathering flowers by the lake; 
as she goes to pluck a wonderful narcissus with a 
hundred heads, Atdfincus comes up through one of 
the holes by the lake, with his chariot and his black 
horses, and carries off the Maid. In the plain by Syra¬ 
cuse, the nymph Kyana rebukes him and bids him 
let the Maid go. Kyana is turned into the fountain 
that bore her name, and Ardflneus carries off his prize 
to the nether-world. Then come the wanderings of 
Dtmtttr in search of her daughter, just as in the ver¬ 
sion that knows nothing of Sicily. In the end Zeus 
settles that Persephonft shall stay half the year with 
Aidbncus as queen of the nether-world. Rut she 
receives Sicily as a wedding-gift, and she is to stay 
the other half year with her mother us one of the 
two great goddesses of the island. 

Here is the local belief of Sikcl Henna so adorned 
by Greek fancy that we do not, as in the case of the 
l’alici, see what it was that the story started from. 
Last of all, we have another very famous story, which 
arose out of physical phenomena in Sicily, but which 
seems to be wholly a Greek story, devised after the 
Greeks had settled in the island. In the island of 
Ortygia, on which the town of Syracuse began, was a 
spring of fresh water very near to the sea. Hard by, 
in the sea itself, was another fresh spring, bubbling 



ARETHOUSA. 


37 


up in the midst of the salt water. The two things, it 
was thought, must have something to do with one 
another. So the story grew that the maiden Arethousa, 
over the sea in Hits, wax pursued by the river-god 
Alpheios. She prayed to her mistress Artemis, who 
turned her into a fountain. Her waters ran under the 
sea till they turned up again in Ortygin.and her lover 
Alpheios also followed her with his stream through the 
waves. Roth in Old Greece and in Sicily men were 
well used to rivers running under the earth and coming 
up again. So it did not seem impossible that they 
might run under the sc* also ; and grave writers like 
Strabo and I'ausanius go into scientific arguments 
whether so it could be. Here then we again see the 
powers of the nether-world, only this time under the 
sea and not under the earth. We see them this time 
also in a purely Greek shape, as there is no reason to 
think that Arethousa has anything to do with any 
Sikcl worship or story. It can be shown that the 
legend grew out of the local worship of Artemis in 
Elia. It was simply carried to Sicily to explain the 
local wonders of Syracuse. 

Thus we have purely Sikcl beliefs, as in the stories 
of Hybla, Hadranus, and the I’alici. We have, as in 
the story of D4m4t4r and the Kor4, a Greek talc 
fitted to a Sikcl sanctuary, and practically displacing 
the old Sikcl worship. Lastly, we have, in the story 
of Alpheios and Arethousa, a Greek story simply 
carried over to a Sicilian site. Thus the Greek 
influenced the Sikcl and the Sikcl influenced the 
Greek. It will always be so when two nations meet 
which arc near enough to each other, as any two 
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European nations are near enough, to influence one 
another. The Sikets were kinsfolk of the Greeks who 
had lagged behind. They were not savages, nor had 
they, like the Pheenicians, a civilization of their own 
quite different from that of the Greeks. We have 
now to tell what came of the meeting of these nations 
and of their influence on one another. The way in 
which the Sikels became Greek, that is, how Sicily 
became Greek, is the great feature of old Sicilian 
story. That story we shall begin to tell in our next 
chapter. 
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THE GREEK SETTLEMENTS IN SICILY. 

RC. 735-S8o. 

(Of I ho Grech iclllementi In Sicily wo hart Iho peodMi .hclch at 
lh« Wlnnl»« of Iho al.th book c4 Thucydkl... In which totnt uy that 
ho (allowed Iho Syrncu«n wilier Antlocho*. Tho b«V« of Ok-lOn* 
in which ho muM hare described Ihom moro fully aio unluckily h»t, 
uvo a«ne fi«B">«»l*< A C-vl del may ho learned from Simla, from 
whcan wo aeo that ihcio were oAon aereial aloeiea eumnl atoui iho 
name foundation. And thee aio c*«al ivoikci In many pUm. In 
l'lulaieh'a leuei work* and elttwhorc.J 

THE Western Greeks at least had some vague 
notions of Sicily and the Sikcls as early u the time 
of the Odyssey. We there hear of a land called 
Sikaai/, which can only mean Sicily, and of a people 
called Sikcls, who may be those cither of Sicily or of 
Italy. With them the Greeks seem to have carried 
on a brisk trade in buying and selling slaves The 
suitors threaten to sell Odysseus to the Sikcls, and 
old I-acrtes is waited on by a Sikcl woman But 
such a trade, carried on along the coast, as all inter¬ 
course between Greece and Sicily still was ages after¬ 
wards, carried on too most likely in I’hamician 
vessels, docs not prove much intercourse between 
r> 
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the people at the two ends. It is plain that Greek 
notions of Sicily were still very vague when settle¬ 
ment in Sicily began. It is said that the Phoenicians 
spread talcs likely to frighten any other people from 
settling there 

For a long time Greek settlement was directed to 
the East rather than to the West. And it was said 
that, when settlement in Italy and Sicily did begin, 
the earliest Greek colony, like the earliest Phoenician 
colony, was the most distant. It was believed that 
Kymfl, the Latin Cumie in Campania, was founded 
in the eleventh century B.C. The other plantations 
in Italy and Sicily did not begin till the eighth. 
KyrnC always stood by itself, as the head of a group 
of Greek towns In its own neighbourhood and *i»nrt 
from those more to the south, and it may very 
well be that some accident caused it to be nettled 
sooner than the points nearer to Greece. But it is 
not likely to have been settled three hundred years 
earlier. Most likely it was planted just long enough 
before the nearer sites to suggest their planting. 
Anyhow, In the latter half of the eighth century 
H.C. Greek settlement to the West, in Illyria, Sicily, 
and Italy, began in good earnest. 

It was said that the fust settlement in Sicily came 
of an accident. Chalkis in Euboia was then one of 
the chief sea-faring towns of Greece. Theoklis, a 
man of Chalkis, was driven by storm to the coast of 
Sicily. He came back, saying that it was a good 
land and that the people would be easy to conquer. 
So in 73s n.c he was sent forth to plant the first 
Greek colony in Sicily. The settlers were partly from 
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Chalkis, partly from the island of Naxos. So it was 
agreed that the new town should be called Naxos, 
but that Chalkis should count as its metropolis. So 
the new Naxos arose on the eastern coast of Sicily, 
on a peninsula made by the lava. It looked up at 
the great hill of Tauros, on which Taormina now 
stands. The Greek settlers drove out the Sikels and 
took so much land as they wanted. They built and 
fortified a town, and part of their walls may still be 
seen. As the first Greek settlers in the land, they 
set up an ultar and statue of Apollfin ArthfgtUt, the 
Leader and Beginner. It stood outside the town of 
Naxos, and became the religious centre of the Greeks 
of Sicily, the Sikiliots ns distinguished from the 
Sikt/s. Hither all who went from Sicily to any of 
the great festivals of old Greece came first to sacrifice 
to the common god of all Sikeliots. 

Naxos, as the beginning of Greek settlement in 
Sicily, answers to Iibbsflcct, the beginning of English 
settlement in Britain. The oldest of Sikeliot towns, 
it never became one of the greatest, and about three 
hundred years after its foundation it was altogcthci 
swept away, and has never since been rebuilt. Its 
settlers, Chalkidian and Nnxian, belonged to the 
Ionian division of the Greek nation. In the very 
next year, it is said, in 734 M.C, a Dorian city was 
founded in Sicily, which has a much greater history. 
Corinth on the isthmus, with its two havens looking 
cast and west, was one of the greatest sea-faring cities 
of Greece, and sent out colonics both ways. A joint 
enterprise to Sicily and the Illyrian coast was now 
decreed, and two famous Corinthian colonies, Korkyra 
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and Syracuse, arose as twin sisters. Chcrsikratfis 
founded Korkyra and Ardiias founded Syracuse. 
Corinth seems to have claimed a measure of authority 
over her nearer colonics which was not usual on the 
part of a Greek metropolis. In the case of Korkyra 
this led to a War of Independence, and to bitter 
hatred between the mother and the daughter city. 
But no such authority was claimed over more distant 
Syracuse. Here therefore the metropolis and the 
colony were always on the best of terms, and the 
relations between them form the most pleasing story 
in Greek political life. 

Kymft was planted on a high hill overlooking the 
sea; Naxos was planted all but in the sea, on a low 
peninsula. Syracuse was planted altogether in tho 
sea on a low island. This shows how the Greeks had 
advanced since the days when all towns were built on 
Inland hill-tops. The Greeks had caught up the 
I'hccnicians. The island was that island of Ortygia 
which contains the spring of Arcthousa. It lies close 
to the coast, so near that it was afterwards joined to 
it, sometimes by a mole, sometimes by a bridge. 
Running north and south, and with the peninsula 
called l’ICmmyrion opposite to it to the south, the two 
fence in an inlet of the sea with a comparatively 
narrow mouth, which forms the Great Harbour of 
Syracuse, great as a harbour, though small as a bay. 
North of the island is another smaller harbour, so 
that Syracuse, like her mother Corinth, had two 
havens, though they were much nearer to each other 
than those of Corinth. A little to the north again 
is a long hill at its cast end which rises sheer from 
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the sea, and which stretches inland till it ends in a 
point. It thus looks down on the Great Harbour 
and on another bay to the north, with another 
peninsula, Xiphonia, stretching south to match 
Ortygia, and another small and low peninsula, 
Thnpsos, in the middle of the bay thus formed. On 
the south there is a piece of low ground between 
the island and the hill. And there is a wide stretch 
of low and swampy ground between the Great 
Harbour to the east, the Syracusan hill to the north 
and the higher Inland hills to the west and south. 
Through this low ground runs the river Anapos 
and its tributary Kyana, of which we have heard in 
a legend. The topography of Syracuse is of the 
greatest Importance for its history. 

When the Corinthian settlers came, the Island and 
the whole land were held by Sikcls; but it is quite 
possible that Phcenicians had a factory for trade. 
The first Greek town arose on the Island. Syracuse 
grew by spreading on to the mainland and climbing 
up the hill. Rut it would seem that the settlers had, 
from the beginning or from a very early time, more 
than one outpost on the mainland to defend the land 
which they occupied. They had one past called 
Achradina on the cast end of the hill overlooking the 
sea, and another called Polichna —we might say in 
English LittUton —on a small hill in the low ground 
just west of the Great Harbour. Here arose the 
Olympieim, the famous temple of Olympian Zeus. 
And there was most likely another outpost on the 
south side of the hill, where was a temple of Apolldn, 
called TtmtniUs, Each of these outposts protected 
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one of the chief roads leading to Syracuse. Achra- 
dina and Temcnit69 were afterwards taken into the 
city, but Polichna never was. From the time of 
Archias till now, Syracuse has always been an in¬ 
habited city; but for ages past it has shrunk up 
again within its first bounds on the Island. No part 
of the hill is at all thickly inhabited. From the Island 
the Sikcls were of course driven out, and in so much 
land as the Greeks gradually took to divide among 
themselves, they were brought down to the state of 
villainage. The origin of the name Syracuse (Syra- 
Mental in various spellings) Is not clear. It never 
was the name of tho Island ns such ; it was the name 
of the city on the Island, and spread ns the city grew. 

By tho foundation of Syracuse Dorian Greeks had 
occupied the best position on the east coast of Sicily. 
This seems to have stirred up the Ioninns of Naxos— 
they are commonly called Chalkidians. from their 
metropolis Chalkis—to found two new cities be¬ 
tween Naxos and Syracuse. This was in B.C 
729. Thcoklfis himself founded Lcontinoi, tho 
only Greek city in Sicily on an inland site. 
But it was placed on a point needful to hold, as 
commanding the way from the inland hills to the 
plnin of Lcontinoi. the largest and most fruitful in the 
island. The town lay in a valley between two hills, with 
two alropcltit; it still lives on and keeps its name 
as Ltntiui. The other Chalkidian settlement at this 
time was Kntand, Catina, Catania, founded on a site 
close by the sea, but not actually in it, like Naxos 
and Syracuse. This town has been destroyed many 
times by earthquakes and by the lava of /Etna, but it 
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has been rebuilt as often as it has been destroyed, 
and it is now a far greater town than Syracuse. 
The working of the lava has given rise to both 
pagan and Christian legends. The talc went that 
at the first eruption after the foundation of Katani, 
the lava parted to spare the Pious Brethren, Amphi- 
nomos and Anapios, who were carrying off their 
parents on their shoulders. This became a very 
favourite story, and the brethren are often seen on 
the coins of Katan*. Of two other Chalkldian towns, 
Euboia—so called from the island where Chalkis 
stands-and Kallipolis, the sites arc unknown ; they 
must have been somewhere to the north of Naxos. 

Almost at the same time that the Chalkidians were 
thus advancing in Sicily itself, there came a new Dorian 
settlement from Old Greece. This was from Megara, 
which, like Corinth, is a city on the isthmus with two 
havens, and was then one of the chief sen-faring and 
colonizing cities of Greece. In n.C 726 the Megarinn 
settlers, under their founder Lamis, set forth to seek 
a home on that part of the cast const of Sicily which 
lay between Syracuse and the Chalkidian towns. 
There they met with some strange adventures. 
It is remarkable that they seem never to have 
tried to settle on the peninsula of Xiphonia, a site 
which seems the best after Ortygia, and where now 
is the town of Augusta. First, they tried to settle 
n little to the north of Xiphonia, at a place called 
Tr6tilon, where the river Pnntakyas, Pantagias, or 
l’orcari, runs into the sea with a wide mouth, hardly 
a mile or two from the place where it is a tumbling 
brook in the meadows. Thence they moved to take 
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a share in the ncwly.foundcd Chalkidian settlement 
of Leontinoi. Theoklds, so the story goes, had 
planted his colony by agreement with the Sikcls, 
and Greeks and Sikcls lived together in Leontinoi 
as fellow-townsmen. Now no Greek held that he 
owed any duty to a barbarian, unless he was bound 
by special agreement, and both towards Greeks and 
barbarians an agreement was often kept in the letter 
and broken In the spirit Theoklds told the Mega- 
rians that he and his Chalkidians could do no harm 
to the Sikcls, because they were bound by a pro¬ 
mise, but that the Megariana were not so bound, and 
that they might do what they chose. So the Mega- 
rinns drove out the Sikcls, and dwelled in Leontinoi 
along with the Chalkidians. Presently Theoklds 
began to devise another trick against the Megarians. 
The Chalkidians, when warring with the Sikcls, had 
vowed an armed procession to the Twelve Gods. It 
was now time to fulfil the vow ; but the Megarians 
had no right in it. The Chalkidians went through 
their ceremony, and then a herald proclaimed that 
every Megarian must leave the town before sunset. 
The unarmed Megarians could not stand against the 
armed Chalkidians ; so they set forth to seek a third 
home, while the Chalkidians kept Leontinoi to them¬ 
selves. without either Sikcls or Megarians. Then the 
Megarians tried a winter on Thapsos, where Lamis 
died. Lastly they settled on a point of the bay 
between Thapsos and Xiphonia, near the greater 
Hybla. As is not very uncommon in such stories, 
they arc said to have been helped by a Sikcl prince 
who betrayed his own people. His name is Hyblfln, 
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called after his town, as we shall find some other 
men. The wanderers at last founded a town on the 
coast, which they called after their metropolis, 
Megara, in which Hybla was pretty well swallowed 
up. Megara is no longer an existing town, but con¬ 
siderable remains may be seen. 

According to our dates, Greek settlement in Sicily 
must have stopped for about forty years after the 
foundation of Megara, and it is certain that for a 
while Italy rather than Sicily was chosen as the land 
to be settled. But one famous city seems to have 
been founded not long after Megara. This is ZanklA, 
afterwards called Messnna, which still keeps its later 
name in the form of Messina . It seems to have been 
first settled in an irregular way by pirates from Kymd. 
This would not give their town the rights of a re¬ 
gular Greek colony; but it was afterwards founded 
again in a more orderly way from Kymd and Chalkls, 
with n founder from each. It was a wonderful site, 
on the strait at the foot of the hills, with a noble 
harbour, fenced in by a narrow strip of land in front 
of it ZankU, or rather Danklon, is said to have 
meant a reaping-hook in the Sikcl tongue; hence the 
name. The settlers at Zankld presently turned the 
north-cast corner of Sicily, and made themselves an 
outpost on the northern coast. This was on the 
peninsula of Mylai or Milazzo, which one legend 
called the grazing-place of the oxen of the sun in 
the time of Odysseus. Zankld or Messana has always 
been a prosperous city, but in Greek times it never 
held at all a foremost place among the cities of 
Sicily. 
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The foundation of Zankld completed the Greek 
possession of the eastern coast of Sicily. By far the 
greater part of that coast was now occupied by Greek 
settlements ; but, unless we count the Zanklaian out- 
post at Mylai, no Greeks had as yet attempted to 
occupy either the northern or the southern coasts. 
About D.C. 689 Greek settlers began to occupy the 
southern coast also. These were Dorians from the 
island of Rhodes, with some companions from Crete, 
and some perhaps from other islands. The new 
colony was planted near the march of the Sikans and 
Sikcls, on a row of low hills between the sea and a 
rich plain fenced in by mountains. It was close by 
the river Gitas, so called in the Sikcl tongue from 
the coldness of its waters, which shows how near 
the Sikcl tongue was to the Latin gtlu and gtlidus. 
The new settlers first occupied n point of the hill, 
which they called Lindioi, after one of the Rhodian 
towns; as the new city grew, Lindioi became the 
nkropolis of Gila, so called from the cold river. 
Gel# became a famous city, but it has neither wholly 
perished like Naxos nor yet has it lived on like 
Messina. It was destroyed after a life of several 
centuries; and after many more centuries, the pre¬ 
sent town of Terranova was built on part of its site. 

There is little doubt that the foundation of Gcla, 
the first Greek town on the south coast of Sicily, 
stirred up Syracuse to enlarge her borders. No town 
was so well suited as Syracuse to be at once a land 
and a sea power. Her object was to occupy the 
whole south-eastern corner, and to have a sea-board 
on the southern coast as well as the eastern. To 
5 
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this end she worked steadily but slowly, advancing 
both inland and along the coast. She had outposts 
at Hcldron on her own coast and at Neaiton or 
Nctum inland. Nctum is Nolo; but the present 
town is nearer the sea. Next Syracuse struck 
further inland, clearly aiming at the south coast. 
In 664 she occupied inland Akrai, now Palazzuolo, 
a hill full of Sikcl tombs. In 644 she went on to 
Kasmenni, now Spaccaforno, on a hill some way 
inland, but looking down on the southern sea. 
Lastly in 599 she planted Kamnrina on the southern 
sea. Syracuse now held the whole south-eastern 
corner of Sicily, with a long sca-board round the 
corner and an unusually large inland territory to 
enable her to hold the sen on both coasts. 

What followed was as instructive ns the relations 
between Corinth and Korkyra. All these Syracusan 
towns were doubtless meant to be, not separate 
commonwealths, but outposts of Syracuse, held by 
Syracusan citizens. At this time none of them coined 
money. And we hear of no disputes between Syra¬ 
cuse and any of them, except one. Kamarina was well 
suited to be a separate city and it sought for indc- 
pcndcnce. A war followed, in which each side found 
nllies, Greek and Sikcl. In B.C. 553 the men of 
Kamarina were defeated, and their town was swept 
from the earth by its ofTended metropolis. 

Meanwhile there was no Greek settlement on the 
north coast westward of the Zanklai outpost at Mylai. 
Hut presently, about 648 B.C. Zankli went on to found 
a real colony much farther to the west, namely 
Himera, long the only Greek city on the north 
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coast. Ccphakedium and other Sikcl points lay 
between it and Zankld, and towards the west it 
stood right in the teeth of the Phanicians. It 
stood on a not very high hill near the sea. by the 
mouth of the northern river of its own name. It 
lived only two hundred and forty years, and now it 
is wholly forsaken. Hut it had an outpost towards 
the Phoenician territory, the Hot Paths {'Hun,,*, 
etppai) of Hinicra, which the legend said were 
thrown up by the nymphs to refresh the wearied 
Hdraklds after his wrestling at Eryx. The baths 
still remain, and the modern town keeps its name as 
Termini . 

We must now go back a little. While Syracuse 
and Zanktd were working round their several corners, 
after the foundation of Mimera, but before that of 
Kamarina, in628n.Cthc Megarians of Sicily planted 
Sclinous on the south coast, the most western of 
Greek cities in the island. It answers to Himern on 
the north aide, as being planted as an outpost of 
Hellas on the very march of Phanicians, Sikans, and 
Elyminns. It had an outpost on the river Mnxaros, 
the furthest Greek post In the island. The akropolis 
stood on a hill above the sea, between the rivers 
Hypsas and Sclinous, and the temples and other 
buildings spread over that hill and over another 
hill on each side, a wonderful group. Sclinous, like 
Mimera, is now quite forsaken, but its ruins arc the 
grandest in Sicily. 

Retween Sclinous and Gcla a large gap still lay with¬ 
out any Greek city. This in 599 B.C. was filled up 
by the foundation of Akragas, Agrigtr.tum, Girgtnti, 
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which has always lived on without any real change of 
name. This was a foundation of Gcla, which could 
thus endure to plant an independent colony on her own 
borders. Greeks from other places, especially from 
Gela’s own metropolis of Rhodes, joined in the settle¬ 
ment. The new city was not so dose to the sea as 
most of its fellows. It stood on a hill between two 
livers in their valleys, Akragas and another Hypsas. 
The akropolis arose on a lofty and almost isolated 
point of the hill, from which the town gradually 
spread down, as Syracuse spread up. And, like 
Syracuse, the modern town has shrunk up again into 
its oldest part; the present Girgenti is only the akro- 
polls of Akragas. But though the city spread, it 
never reached the sea j its small haven remained at 
a little distance. Akragas had a great trade with the 
opposite coast of Africa ; but it never became a real 
naval power like Syracuse. But it grew rich and 
powerful in many ways, and was certainly the second 
Greek city in Sicily, as Syracuse was the first. The 
lower city is now forsaken, but nowhere can there be 
seen so many temples more or less perfect, besides 
the fallen one of Zeus Olympias, the greatest in 
Sicily. 

Thus in about 140 years, the greater part of the 
coast of Sicily was occupied by Greek settlements. 
The I’hcenicians and their neighbours kept their own 
barbarian corner. Independent Sikels kept the 
inland parts and a large part of the north coast 
between Mylai and Himera But the cast and south 
coasts were Greek. We shall come to see that 
Akragas was not the youngest Greek city in Sicily; 
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but it was the last independent commonwealth settled 
from another independent commonwealth. It was 
not however the last attempt at such settlement. 
Soon after the foundation of Akragas, about 580 lie, 
a body of settlers from Knidos and Rhodes, under 
the Knidian Pentathlos. strove to make n settlement 
in the heart of the Phoenician territory, near Lilybaion 
in the extreme west of Sicily. The new comers found 
a war going on between the Greeks of Selinous and 
the Elymians of Segestn :—we shall hear of several 
more such wars. The men of Segesta had Phoenician 
allies, while the new comers, Greeks and Dorians, 
naturally gave help to the men of Selinous, also Greeks 
and Dorian*. But the Greeks were defeated, and 
Pentathlos wa* killed. Mis followers then sailed away 
round the north-west comer of Sicily to the isles of 
Aiolos ; there they planted a colony on the largest of 
them, the isle of Lipara, which has ever since been an 
inhabited town. The new city of Lipara looked to 
Knidos as its metropolis, and reverenced the dead 
Pentathlos a* its founder. 

Thus the islands which lay between Sicily and 
southern Italy, two great lands of Greek settlement, 
themselves became Greek. The islands at the ex¬ 
treme west of Sicily, Aigousa and its fellows, naturally 
followed the fortunes of the neighbouring mainland, 
and the islands between Sicily and Africa were not 
touched by Greek settlement at any time. A time 
of nearly a hundred years now follows, which, as far 
as the Greek settlements were concerned, was a time 
of comparative peace and advance. We cannot say 
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that there were no wars, either between Greeks and 
Greeks or between Greeks and Phoenicians; but there 
is much less war than usual for so long a time In 
the course of the sixth century D.C. the independent 
Phoenician cities of Sicily began to come under the 
power of their great sister-colony Carthage. Soon 
after that time begins the first great war of any 
Sicilian Greeks with Carthage, the first time when 
Syracuse stood forth in her great calling as the 
champion of Europe against Africa. But during the 
greater part of the sixth century Phoenicians and 
Greeks in Sicily meddled but little with one another. 
The Phoenician! kept their own corner; the Greeks 
strengthened their hold on the parts which they had 
won, and extended their borders against neighbour¬ 
ing Sikans and Slkcls, But Syracuse alone, in her 
south-western corner, held any considerable inland 
territory. By the time the great strife came, Syracuse, 
though not holding the same dominion over the other 
Greek cities us Carthage did over the other Phoenician 
cities, was as clearly the first among them. We must 
now go on to tell what little we know of the internal 
affairs of the Greek cities while this work of settle¬ 
ment was going on, and also what we know of the 
general affairs of the island from the completion of 
Greek settlement till the great war with Carthage. 
That will be, roughly, the history of the sixth century, 
B.C. 
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B.C. 735-480. 

[Foe (ho -hole |«riod of lU. chapter -0 are Mill -Whom .«y eon- 
temporary narrative , It la only (|olt« towardi the end that we have a 
coniliteoua narrative ol any kind. Then In hit fifth ami aevetvth 
book. Ilerodotu. tell, the .lory of DArt.ua nml rrf Hie reign of lllppo. 
krntfo ami the early day* of Grifin. The rert w# have to put tngethrr 
from nil manner of loarcee. mainly Greek wrlten who copied earlier 
one.. Ariel ode tell, ua tomething In the rolilica 1 an do Plutarch, 
Panunla., PotyaitMa, nml a crowd of die. write... among them Dio- 
•14roe, whoee .onlinuoeu n.iratlve I. Mill miuir«. Imt who give the 
law. of CliaiOmla. out of their i>lnce. Pcrhop. no man in all (Irak 
hi.lory or legend ha. more altmioo. made to him In Graek ami Utln 
writer* than PhaUrk. Bat we luvc no narrative of hi. act., beyond a 
few eotriea In the Parian Chronicle, abort annul, onveil on .tone In the 
third century H.C. The eartlrat reference to him I* In Mndnr, U** than 
n hundred year* after hi. time. It it peihajw Medina to nay that the 
Uttcra which were once believed to be Id. are a Inte forgery of no 
value wlutcver. On the whole, at Oil. time wo know very little of any 
r>f I ho Sicilian otic* j Imt we know aouie-hal more of Syncuie than of 
the other..] 

When the Greek settlements in Sicily begun, the 
old kingship of the Homeric times had everywhere 
passed away or had become nominal. The political 
tendency was to oligarchy. Thus the Bacchiads at 
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Corinth were a house which had been a royal house. 
By the time when Syracuse was founded, personal 
kingship had passed away, and the Bacchiads ruled as 
an oligarchic house, choosing magistrates from among 
themselves. The name democracy was not yet known ; 
but the thing out of which it grew was forming itself. 
In all the old commonwealths citizenship could be 
had only cither by descent or by special grant 
Mere residence in a city, even from generation to 
generation, gave no political rights. Neither did 
residence go for anything In the old cities and 
boroughs in England and elsewhere; but there were 
commonly means of obtaining citizenship in other 
way* than by birth. In both cases the descendants 
of the old citizens kept their exclusive rights, while 
a large body of dwellers in the town grew up 
around them who were not citizens. The old citizens, 
who had divided the lands of the commonwealth 
among themselves or had kept them ns common 
property, had no wish to share their rights with others. 
They intermarried among themselves; they kept all 
offices to themselves. Their numbers naturally grew 
smaller, while the numbers of the excluded class grew 
greater and greater. Thus these old citizens, once the 
whole people, forming what was really a democracy 
among themselves, gradually became an oligarchy, as 
concerned all the inhabitants who were not citizens. 
Then the excluded body wins political equality with 
the old citizens, cither at once and by violence or by 
gradual stages. Then democracy begins. Such, with 
differences of detail arising out of the circumstances 
of different cities, was the story of the patricians of 
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Rome and the eupatrids of Athens. Such too was 
the story of the Camoroi or Laadowturs of Syracuse. 
But mark the difference. At Rome and at Athens, 
the excluded class, the pltbtians or d/mot, were a class 
of small landowners, for Athens and Rome were inland 
cities living by agriculture. At Syracuse, a city in 
the sea, the old citizens had all the land ; the new 
comers would be traders in or near the town. 

We do not know for certain what led men to leave 
Corinth or any other city of Old Greece, to settle in 
Sicily. Some may have left their homes through 
political discontent. We have a remarkable notice 
that many settlers went to Syracuse from the small 
town of Tcnca in the Corinthian territory. Now the 
people of Tcnca were a separate people from the 
Corinthians. They were said to be descended from 
Trojan captives, and long after, when Corinth was 
taken and destroyed by the Romans, the Tcneats were 
received to favour. This looks ns if the Tcncat 
settlers hoped to better their political condition 
by emigrating. On the other hand, we know 
that at least one Bacchiad, the poet EumClos, went 
besides Archias. The circumstances of a colony arc 
levelling ; we may be sure that every free settler got 
at least a lot of land and a vote in the assembly of 
the new city. But it docs not follow that the lots 
were all equal or that there may not have been dis¬ 
tinctions in the disposal of offices. For a while, as 
long as the settlement was weak, they would welcome 
new citizens. When these were no longer needed, the 
tendency among the old citizens would be to closer 
equality among themselves and to sharper separation 
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between themselves and new comers. We get one sign 
of political disputes among the Gamoroi themselves. 
When Himera was founded from Zankld, we read 
that the Myldtids, banished from Syracuse in civil 
strife, took part in the settlement. This looks like 
the banishment of a whole gins, like that of the 
Alkmaionids at Athens and the Tarquinii at Rome j 
but we know not how it came about. 

We know however enough to say, what we might 
have taken for granted without, that there was at 
Syracuse a general assembly of the whole body of the 
Landovtntrs, and also a smaller senate, we know not 
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how chosen We hear of the general assembly (like 
the Camilla airiata at Rome) sitting as a court on a 
man named Agathoklds, who, when the temple of 
Athdnd(now the great church of Syracuse) was build¬ 
ing, defrauded the goddess of the stones that were 
meant for the work. And we hear of the senate in a 
story of a shameful quarrel between two young men 
of the ruling order, which divided the whole city and 
led to political disturbances. A wise old senator 
counselled that both should be banished before 
matters grew worse. Hut his advice was not followed, 
and the government of the Landowners was over- 
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thrown. We must suppose that the excluded people 
took one side in the personal quarrel. They rose, 
and called in the help of the Sikel serfs or villains who 
tilled the lands of the Landowners. Between them 
they drove the Landowners out of the city, and held 
Syracuse for themselves. There was thus a new 
Syracusan people, and one not purely Greek; they 
formed the first democracy under that name that 
Syracuse had seen. The banished Landowners occu¬ 
pied the outpost of Kasmenni and held it as n separate 
commonwealth, much as the Athenian oligarchs held 
Eicon's after the Thirty were driven from Athens. We 
have no exact date for this revolution ; but there can 
be no doubt that it happened in the first years of the 
fifth century B.G We shall hear of the oligarchs at 
Knsmenai again. 

We may be sure that something like this growth of 
an oligarchy out of a body of old citizens happened 
in other Sikcliot cities besides Syracuse. What dis¬ 
tinguishes Syracuse is that, during all this time, about 
240 years from her foundation to the driving out of the 
Landowners, she never saw a tyrant. We do hear very 
vaguely of one king at Syracuse ; but the mere title 
of king went on in many Greek commonwealths, and 
of King Pollis we know only that he gave his name 
to a kind of wine. A tyrant of Syracuse there cer¬ 
tainly was not as yet In the Greek commonwealths 
the word tyrant had a definite meaning, and was not 
simply a name of reproach for an oppressive ruler. 
The tyrant was a man who put his own power instead 
of the law, one who took to himself the power, or 
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more than the power, of a king in a commonwealth 
where there was no king by law. This he might do 
in various ways: if he could in any way get a body¬ 
guard, that was enough. Sometimes he was a 
popular lender against the oligarchs to whom the 
people were foolish enough to vote a guard. Some¬ 
times he was a magistrate or general who turned his 
lawful powers against the state. Sometimes he held 
some commission which put public money in his 
hands, and he spent it in hiring mercenaries. When he 
had got power in any of these ways, he commonly 
used it oppressively, but not always. The name 
tyrant does not of itself imply the oppressive use of 
power, but only the unlawful way of gaining It. 
Some tyrants were bloody and greedy and com¬ 
mitted frightful crimes; others allowed the usual 
course of the commonwealth to go on whenever their 
own interests were not concerned, and were simply 
ready to step In with their spearmen whenever it 
suited them. The tyrants never, till a much later 
time, called themselves kings or put their heads on 
the coin ; but they seem to have been pleased if any¬ 
body else would call them kings. They always tried 
to lenve their power to their sons, and they often did ; 
but the son seldom knew howto keep whnt the father 
had known how to gain. 

Tyrants were more common in the Greek cities of 
Sicily than they were in Old Greece. The first 
recorded tyrant in Sicily is Panaitios of Leontinoi 
about B.C 608. He is said to have been general in a 
war with Megara, the first recorded war, most likely 
not really the first war, between Greeks and Greeks 
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in the island. He is said to have risen by means of 
dissension between rich and poor, most likely between 
old and new citizens, liut we know nothing more 
about him and at this time nothing more of his 
city. Far more famous was another tyrant a little 
later, Phalaris of Akragas, who held power there 
from about B.C. 570 to 554. No man in all Greek 
history ever came to be more talked about and to 
have more stories told of him ; but we have no 
real account of his actions. One thing is to be 
noticed, that he rose to power in Akragas only to 
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years after the foundation of the city, when neither he 
nor any other grown man could have been born in it. 
A story which places him at Himera and mnkes (he 
poet Stdsichoros warn the people, by the fable of the 
horse and the man, not to give him n body-guard, must 
belong to some other tyrant; stories of one tyrant 
arc very often told of another. At Akragas lie rose 
to power by taking public money that was in his 
hands and using it to hire mercenaries. He made 
conquests from the Sikans, but there is no sign that 
he ruled in any Greek city besides Akragas. He is 
most famous for keeping a brazen bull into which 
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men were put, and roasted to death by a fire under¬ 
neath the image, while their cries represented the 
roaring of the bull. The story is as old as the poet 
Pindar. No doubt cruelty of this kind was suggested 
by some Phoenician model; the worst Greek, as a rule, 
only slays, he seldom tortures. At last Phalaris was 
overthrown by a certain Tilemachos, who perhaps 
restored liberty, perhaps only put a milder tyranny 
instead of that of Phalaris. The tyrant and his chief 
supporters arc said to have been roasted in his own 
bull; but this sounds legendary. 

Meanwhile at Kntan« in the course of the same 
century we see the rule of one mnn in a better shape. 
When a Greek city was torn by disputes, the citizens 
sometimes gave extraordinary powers, for life or for 
a time, to one man whom they could trust. Me was 
to settle everything by a code of laws. Such an one 
was Chardndas, who made laws for Katanft and for 
some other cities. These old lawgivers not only 
made political constitutions, but put forth rules 
ordering the whole life of the citizens. Some scraps 
of the laws of Chardndas have been preserved, which 
show much of the simple shrewdness of old times. 
Thus he allowed a man to put away his wife or a 
woman to put away her husband, but he added that 
in such a case they must not marry anybody younger 
than the person put away. And a story is told of his 
death, which is also told of more than one other law¬ 
giver. The old custom, Greek and Teutonic, was to 
come armed to the assembly. This Char6ndas for¬ 
bade. One day, so the story ran, Char6ndas had 
gone out of the city after some robbers, and of 
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course went armed. While he was away, an 
assembly was held, and dispute rose high. Cha- 
rbndas went in to quiet the people; but he forgot to 
take off his sword. One man cried out," CharOndas, 
you are breaking your own law." " No,” he said, " I 
will rather confirm it," and slew himself. 

We hear of tyrants in other cities besides Panaitios 
and Phalaris, and some of these come in a story 
which makes a kind of appendix to the Greek colo¬ 
nisation of Sicily. In the course of the sixth century 
U.C. the Phcenician towns in Sicily had become 
dependencies of Carthage. There was therefore still 
less hope of founding new Greek settlements In the 
barbarian corner than thcro had been at the time 
of the expedition of Pcntathlos. The independent 
Phcenician towns had not been aggressive ; but now 
that they arc under the supremacy of the great 
ruling city, war* between Phccnicians and Greeks 
form a large part of Sicilian history. They began 
by an attempt to renew the enterprise of Pcntathlos. 
This was made by Ddrieus, son of the Spartan 
king Anaxandridas, about the year 510 H.C. He 
was disappointed of the succession to the king¬ 
dom, and went to seek a home elsewhere. After 
some other adventures, he was bidden by the Delphic 
oracle to go and recover the lands of his forefather 
Hiraklisin Sicily, those lands of Eryx which HdraklCs 
had left to be given up whenever a descendant of his 
should claim them. But Ddrieus forfeited his right 
by not at once obeying the oracle. Instead of going 
straight to Eryx, he turned aside to war against 
Greeks, helping the men of Krotdn in southern Italy 
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against Sybaris. So, when he came to Eryx, he was 
defeated and slain with many of his men in a battle 
with the Elymians of Segesta and their Phanician 
allies. Whether Carthage sent troops to the help of 
her dependencies we cannot say. Hut Elymians, 
Phoenicians of Sicily, and Carthaginians, were all 
alike concerned to hinder a Greek settlement in those 
parts. 

So Ddricus failed to win back the lands of his fore- 
father and to found a Hdrakicia on Eryx. Still 
something came of his attempt. Kuryledn, one of 
his officers, gathered the remnant of his followers, 
and went to help the people of Sclinous ngainst a 
tyrnnt called Pcitlugoras. In the war with him 
Euryledn occupied the post called Mindn, of which 
we have heard in the story of Kdkalos and Minds, 
and set it up as a town called Hdrakicia. So there 
was a new Hdrnklein, though not on Eryx. Hut 
Euryledn, after overthrowing the tyranny of Pcitha- 
goras, made himself tyrant of Sclinous. Presently 
the people rose and slew him. 

But we are now coming to much more famous 
tyrants than these. A great line of rulers arose at 
Gela, but they did not stay there. All that we know 
of Gela in these times is that there were disputes in the 
city, and that at one time one party stttdtd, ns it is 
called in the Roman history, to the town of Maktd- 
rion in the Gcloan territory. They were brought 
back, neither by force nor by persuasion, but by the 
wonder-working power of some holy things of the 
nether-gods—perhaps of the two goddesses of 
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Sicily. These holy things, whatever they were, 
were in the hands of Tilings of Gcla, a descendant 
of one of the first settlers. By their means, we arc 
not told how, he brought back the malccontents. 
He was rewarded with the hereditary priesthood of 
the deities whom he served, and his descendants 
became great in Gcla. About the year 505 B.C. the 
oligarchy in Gcla was upset by the tyrant Klcandros, 
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who was killed about seven years later, and his power 
passed to his brother Hippokratfis. Hippokratfis was, 
as far as we can see, the first man in Greek Sicily who 
aimed at being something more than the lord of a 
single city. He strove to found as large a dominion 
as he could, hiring mercenaries, Greek and Sikel, and 
taking towns both Greek and Sikel. Thus he won 
Naxos and Lcontinoi and the lost Kallipolis and the 
Sikel Ergetion. His dominion thus spread from the 
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southern to the eastern sea, leaving Zanklfi in pos¬ 
session of one comer and Syracuse of the other. 
His dealings with these two cities are the first piece 
of Sicilian history of which we know anything in 
detail. 

Zanklfi was now ruled by one Skythfis, who is spoken 
of as king; perhaps the old kingship had gone on 
there. Rhfigion, on the other side of the strait, was 
ruled by the tyrant Anaxilas, the first Italian ruler 
who plays any part in Sicilian history. This was the 
time when the Persian king Darius was bringing 
back the Greek cities of Asia under his power, and 
many of their inhabitants were ready to seek new 
homes elsewhere. About the year 493 ac Skythfis 
proposed to them to settle in a body in Sicily. 
They were to found one great Greek colony on 
the north coast where there was no Greek city 
but Hitnera, at a point called Kali Ait/, the Fair 
Shore, between Ccphalcedium and Mylai. Many 
Samians and some Milesians agreed to come, and 
set sail. Meanwhile Skythfis was warring against 
Sikcls, most likely with a view to the new settlement. 
Hut, when the Greeks from Asia were drawing near, 
Anaxilas sent a message to them, counselling them 
that, instead of taking the trouble to found a new city 
at Kali Aktfi, they should take possession of Zanklfi. 
They would find the town undefended, while Skythfis 
and his army were engaged in the Sikel war. The 
Samians and Milesians were not ashamed so to treat 
the man who had planned such a service for them, and 
when Skythfis and his army came back, they found 
themselves shut out of their own towa Skythfis 
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then asked help of Hippokratds. The story reads as 
if Hippokraids were in some way his overlord; for, 
when he came, he put Skylhds in prison for losing 
Zankld. He then made a shameful treaty with the 
Samians in Zankld. They were to keep the town, 
but they were to give up to him half the goods in it, 
and he was to take all the goods outside the walls. 
In all these cases the inhabitants are reckoned among 
the goods ; and Hippokratds took possession of the 
whole army of Skythds as his slaves. Three hundred 
of the chief men among them he handed over to the 
Samians, bidding them put them to death. This they 
would not do; but we know not what became of 
them. Hippokratds thus got a great booty, and went 
back to Gela. We urc glad to hear that Skythds 
contrived to get out of prison, and to escape to Asia 
to King Darius, by whom he was greatly honoured. 
Nor did the Samians keep Zankld very long. For 
Anaxilas, who had first stirred them up, presently 
turned them out, and took the town to himself. He 
was thus lord of two cities, Rhdgion and Zankld, on the 
two sides of the strait, the first, but not the last, ruler 
of Italy who also ruled In Sicily. And he is said to 
have now changed the name of Zankld to Messana; 
but that change most likely came a little later. 

Hippokratds now engaged in a war with Syracuse, 
hoping to add the south-eastern corner of Sicily to 
his dominions. He defeated the Syracusans in a 
battle by the river Hcldros south of the city, and 
came as near to Syracuse as the Olympicion, near the 
Great Harbour. It is not easy to see why lie did not 
go on further to attack the city. But somehow there 
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was time for negotiations with distant powers. For 
Corinth the mother and Korkyra the sister of 
Syracuse forgot their differences when Syracuse 
was in danger. They joined in a mediation, and 
HippokratCs made peace with Syracuse on receiving 
the site and territory of Kamarina, the town which 
the Syracusans had destroyed. He now founded it 
afresh. All this is told without any exact date; but 
it was most likely during the last days of the rule of 
the Landowners ut Syracuse, and it may have helped 
to bring about their fall. 

Hippokratis died in the year ac. 491, while he was 
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besieging the S^kcl town of Ilybla, the Hcraian 
Hybla or Ragusa, which lay conveniently between his 
new dominions and those of Syracuse. Like all 
other tyrants, he wished to hand on his power to 
his children ; but his two sons were young and 
unable to keep it. The people of Gcla would have 
nothing to say to them, and set up their common¬ 
wealth again. We now hear for the first time of a 
memorable man, Gcldn, son of DeinomenCs. lie was 
a descendant of that Tilinis who had brought back 
the Gcloan scccdcrs from Maktflrion, and he was his 
successor in his priestly office. He was also the 
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commander of Hippokratds’ cavalry, and had played 
a great part in his wars. He was one of four 
brothers, Geldn, Hierdn, Polyzdlos, and Thrasy- 
boulos, of all of whom we shall hear again. Geldn 
now professed to take up the cause of the sons of 
Hippokratis, and marched against Gcla in their 
name. But instead of setting them up, lie took the 
tyranny to himself. Here was a base act, but we are 
apt to blame it on the wrong ground. No wrong 
was done to the sons of Hippokratds, who had no 
right to the unlawful power of their father; but a 
great wrong was done to the people of Gcla, 
whose newly restored freedom was destroyed again. 
Through life we shall find Geldn quite unscrupulous 
in the way of gaining dominion. But he was a great 
and wise ruler, and founded a great power; and lie 
was presently called to the noblest work that could 
fall to the lot of any Greek. 

Geldn thus held the dominion of Hippokratds, the 
greatest as yet seen in Sicily. He was soon both to 
enlarge it and to change its scat. The Landowners had 
now been driven from Syracuse, and they held Kas- 
mcnai. About ttC 485 they prayed Geldn to bring 
them back to Syracuse. So he did ; but he made 
himself lord over both them and the commons. He 
was now tyrant of Syracuse as well ns of Gcla; he 
made Syracuse the head of his dominions, and gave 
himself to enlarging and strengthening it in every 
way. And some of the ways were strange enough. 
His advance was of course threatening to Hyblaian 
Megan, so near to Syracuse. The oligarchic govern¬ 
ment then made war on Geldn without the consent 
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of the commons. When he had the better in the 
war, the oligarchs were naturally in mortal fear, 
while the commons feared nothing, and most likely 
looked on Gcl6n as a deliverer. To all men’s surprise, 
he sold the commons as slaves to be sent out of 
Sicily, while the oligarchs he took to Syracuse and 
made citizens. The town of Megara he destroyed, 
and joined its lands to those of Syracuse, keeping 
Megara only as a fortress. And he did exactly the 
same to the people of Euboia, the town whose site we 
do not know. The reason he gave for thus treating his 
friends ill and his enemies well was that he thought 
the commons n most unpleasant neighbour. But the 
commons of Syracuse he In no way oppressed, being 
most likely bound to them by some promise. And, 
when the men of Kamarinn revolted and slew his 
governor, he pulled down the town and made the 
people come and live at Syracuse. At lost he made 
one half of the people of his own native city of Gcla 
remove to Syracuse in the like sort. 

So Syracuse grew at the cost of the other cities of 
Sicily. As the population grew so greatly, the town 
itself needed to be enlarged. As yet the Island had 
been the city, while Achradina was only an outpost 
on the hill. Gcldn now carried the western wall of 
Achradina down to the Great Harbour, thus taking 
Achradina into the city. But both it and the Island 
kept their separate defences. The agora, the meeting- 
place and market-place, which must have been at 
first in the Island, was now moved into the low ground 
between the Island and the hill, which had now 
become the lower Achradina. Gcldn was now lord of 
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the greatest city in Sicily, perhaps in all Hellas, and 
lord of the greatest dominion that had ever been in 
Sicily or anywhere in Hellas. As such he felt more 
like a king of Sicily than like an ordinary tyrant of 
Syracuse. Hc.invitcd men from all parts who could 
be useful to him; he hired many mercenaries and 
gave them citizenship. Next in power to him was 
Thtfrdn, tyrant of Akragas, a descendant of that 
Tdlcmachos who had overthrown Phalaris. He had 
risen to power, like most tyrants, by a trick ; but he 
used hi* power mildly and left a good name behind 
him. He and Gelfin were fast friends, and, like princes 
in later times, they made an alliance by marriage. 
Gcldn took Th 4 rdn's daughter Dainurata to wife. 
Their alliance, which took in all south-eastern Sicily, 
was to some extent balanced by another in the north¬ 
east where Anaxilas of Rhdglon and Zanktd was 
closely allied with Tcrillos, tyrant of Himera, and 
married his daughter Kydippd. These two pairs take 
in all Greek Sicily, save two cities. One was Katand, 
of which we hear nothing, but which could not have 
kept mych real independence while GeI6n held 
Naxos and Lcontinoi on each side of it. The other 
was Sclinous, which we find a little time later as a 
dependent ally of Carthage. 

Now how had a Greek city come into this last 
ease ? We do not know for certain ; but we have 
dim hints of a war between Greeks and Phoenicians 
earlier than the great one of which we shall have to 
speak directly. We hear of a war to avenge the 
death of Ddrieus, in which Geldn claimed to have 
taken a part, and said that he had asked for help in 
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Old Greece, but had got none. This could not 
have been after Gcldn became tyrant; but he may 
have acted as an officer of one of the earlier tyrants. 
It would seem that in this war the Caithaginians 
destroyed the new town of Ilfirnklcia between 
Selinous and Akragas, and this must surely have 
been the time when Selinous vas made to join their 
alliance. But Gclfin claims to have hindered the 
barbarians from coming further west, and to have 
ended the war by a treaty which gave some com¬ 
mercial advantages to all Greeks. Something of this 
kind must havo happened to account for the state of 
things which we find a little later. But the story is 
told very darkly, and we can look on the war which 
followed the death of Ddricus only as a forerunner of 
the grent and successful war with Carthage of which 
we have now to speak. 


I 



StUNOVS. IAJU.Y. 


THU FIRST WARS WITH CARTHAGE AND ETRURIA. 


B.C. 480 - 473 - 


(We now at Intf have a contlnwoui narrative of Sicilian hluoey for 
ol-j-il two hundred year*. The book, of Dlod&ro. for all thli time are 
eilant. He copied from earlier writer*, among them the Syracman 
hlM octant Anlloehot ami IIiIIImo*. Sometime* he teem* to copy a 
piece nearly in fall, and givea u. a clear and vivid account of thing*, 
at cthee time, he tr very confuted, and tee art not to have undented 
hit authoeW**- Still it I* a great gain to have a continunu* narrative of 
any kind. Of Gcton’i dealing! with tho Greek! at the Iithrnu. we have 
the account of Hcfodotm. And we now foe tho fint time come to 
olwolutcly contemporary toareee, though not in the form of narrative. 
Tho ode* ol Pindar, commemorating tho vlctorle* of Hier6n, TMiftn, 
and other SlkelioU, in the game* of Old Greece are full of reference* to 
event! in Sicily. And there ore iccne alio In the pocn« of SimcmUW*, 
who. like Tindar, wa* entertained hy lliertn. Coin* loo begin to tell 
u* more than before, and In the legend on IlierAn’a helmet we have n 
contemporary in-criptlvn recording a fact. We hove 0U0 a dialogue 
competed long after by Xcnophdn in the name* of HierOnond Slmo- 
nidft, which at lean ihow* the kind of tradition which wa* handed on 
to later limn] 

The fifth century before Christ commonly seems to 
us the most brilliant time in the history of Greece, 
and it is one of the times of which wc know most. 
And yet its most brilliant deeds show that the Greek 
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folk had in some sort gone back in the world. 
Herodotus speaks of a time when all Greeks were 
free. That time had come to an end when the 
Greeks of Asia passed under the power of the kings, 
first of Lydia and then of Persin. Hellas was thus 
cut short; and presently she had to defend herself in 
Old Greece also; site had to fight to beat back the 
Persian invader. And so in Sicily at the same 
moment the Greek cities had to fight to beat back 
the Carthaginian invader. 

These two powers, Persia and Carthage, were such 
as the barbarian world had never seen before. The 
Persian dominion was the greatest in extent that had 
ever been seen in the East, and the Persians, In their 
beginning an Aryan people, had in them a strong 
and abiding national life beyond most Eastern 
nations. The Phcenicians again were the most 
udvanced of barbarian nations and the most like Euro¬ 
peans. And Carthage was the model of the ruling 
city for all time. The world had never seen such a 
dominion by sea as she now had. And now these two 
great powers threatened the Greeks on both sides, and, 
there is little reason to doubt, threatened them in con¬ 
cert. They had easy means of communicating through 
the men of the old Phamicia. Sidon and Tyre were 
now under Persian supremacy; but they were still 
separate states, keeping their hatred for all Greeks and 
their friendship for Carthage. So it was agreed that 
Persia should attack the Greeks of Old Greece, and 
that Carthage should attack the Greeks of Sicily. 
There was this difference between the two, that the 
Persian king could not attack Greece except by 
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taking a vast army over a long march in the face of 
the world. But the Carthaginians, being so much 
nearer to Sicily and having a starting-point in their 
Sicilian dependencies, could send a force against the 
Greeks of Sicily almost at any moment. Yet it 
needed time to gather a force fit for the purpose by 
hiring mercenaries everywhere. So neither power 
hurried. At last the Persian king Xerxes set out 
on his great march. The Carthaginians were then 
planning their warfare in Sicily; but their actual 
coming seems to have been sudden, and its time and 
place were fixed by events which were happening in 
the island. 

Thirdn, tyrant of Akrngas, seemingly invited by 
a party in Hlmcra, drove out Tcrillos, tyrant of 
that city, and held the town himself. A power was 
thus formed which stretched right across Sicily und 
barred the Carthaginian advance to the cast. Tcrillos 
and his son-in-law Annxilas of RhCgion and Zankld 
asked for help at Carthage. So their treason against 
Hellas somewhat hastened the Carthaginian attack, 
and settled in what part of Sicily it should be made. 

Meanwhile in the ycar 48 o RC. Xerxes was marching 
against Old Greece, and the patriotic Greeks who met 
in council at the Isthmus sent envoys to Gcldn to ask 
for help. He had the best reason in the world for not 
sending help to Old Greece, namely that he needed 
all his forces to defend Syracuse and all Greek Sicily 
against the Carthaginians. But a wonderful set of 
speeches arc given by Herodotus as having passed 
between Gclfin and the envoys. They arc quite 
unsuited to the circumstances of the time, and they 
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were evidently made up afterwards by some clever 
Syracusan, as a satire on the airs which the cities of the 
mother-country gave themselves towards the colonies. 
The Laccdxmonian and Athenian envoys arc made to 
insult Gcldn in the very act of asking for help. It is 
enough to say that Gcldn sent no help, and could not 
send any. And another story told how he sent an agent 
to watch the state of things in Greece. If the King 
should be successful, he was to give him a great sum 
of money not to come against Sicily. This agent was 
one Kadmos of K6s, who had been tyrant in his own 
island, but had given up the tyranny and had settled 
at Znnkli with the Samians. It was thought a 
wonderful feat of virtue that, when Kadmos found 
that the money was not wanted, he brought it back 
safe to Gcl6n. 

And now the blow which had so long been looked 
for fell suddenly. ThCrdn was at his new possession 
of Himern, Geldn was waiting at Syracuse, when the 
great licet sailed from Africa under the command of 
Hnmilknr, one of the . 9 hophtlim of Carthage These 
were the chief magistrates, who arc compared to the 
Roman consuls and the Spartan kings; the name is 
the same as that of the Hebrew Judges. The Greek 
writers commonly speak of them ns tings. Hamllkar 
set forth with a vast force. The ships that carried 
the horses and war-chariots—for the Carthaginians 
still kept the fashion of the old Canaan—were sunk on 
the voyage. The rest of the fleet reached 1 ’anormos, 
and thence the ships sailed and the land forces 
marched to Himera. There Hamilkar pitched two 
camps, one close to the sea, the other on the hill, 
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west of the town. The east side towards the river, 
and the landward side seem to have been left open. 
We hear nothing of any action on the part of 
Anaxilas; but the Sclinuntines were bidden, and 
they promised in a letter, to send their horsemen to the 
camp on a certain day. Meanwhile TliirOn and his 
force made a sally and were defeated. So the 
Carthaginians held the country and plundered 1 every¬ 
where. But TMrfin was able to send a message to 
GelOn, who at once marched to his help with his 
whole force. He pitched his camp on the right bank 
of the Hlmcrai, and his horsemen scoured the country 
and took many of the Punic plunderers. The hearU 
of the men of Himera rose. 

The story goes that the letters from Selinous to 
Hamilknr fell into the hands of Gclfln, and that he 
settled to attack the Carthaginians on the day when 
the Sclinuntine horsemen were looked for. That day 
was commonly said to have been the same as that of 
the battle of Snlamis in Old Greece. The two fights 
were certainly fought much at the same time, in the 
autumn of the year B.C. 480 And there is nothing 
against the story that they were fought on the same 
day, except that the talc sounds too good to be true. 

We have two quite different accounts of the great 
battle which followed. One, as it was told at Carthage, 
is given us by Herodotus. He says that the Syra¬ 
cusan version was different; that we get from Dioddros. 
In the Carthaginian story Hamilkar stands apart from 
the fight, like Moses or Samuel. All day, while the 
battle goes on, he throws whole burnt-offerings into 
the fire. At last, towards evening, news comes that 
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his army is defeated; lie then throws himself into 
the fire, as the most costly gift of all. For this he 
was honoured as a hero wherever Carthage had 
power. 

This is a grand story, and truly Semitic, but it 
tells us nothing about the battle. In the Syracusan 
story also a sacrifice offered by Hamilkar has a chief 
place; but that is the whole amount of likeness. 
Gcldn is said to have sent horsemen who went to the 
camp by the sea, and passed themselves off for the 
SclinuntincH who were looked for. As such, they 
were let in. They killed Hamilkar, ns he was sacri- 
ficing—to Posciddn, this story says—and many others, 
and set fire to the ships. Then, at a given signal, 
GclOn attacked the land camp, but was kept in check 
by the bravery of the Iberian mercenaries. The 
day was at Inst settled by the coming up of Th«r6n 
with the garrison of Himern. The whole barbarian 
host was killed or scattered, a few only escaping to 
the ships that were still at sea. Those who fled 
hither and thither were gradually hunted down and 
made slaves; the Akragantincs especially caught n 
vast number, and set them to work at Tlu'rdn’s great 
buildings. Thus Greek Sicily was snved from the 
Carthaginian invader, as Old Greece was saved from 
the Persian. Only the Persian was driven out for 
ever, while after seventy years the Carthaginian came 
again. 

GclOn now went back to Syracuse, and was received 
with all honours, even with the titles of the gods, 
Benefactor (ritpyir^), Saviour and King 

( QaoiXtw ). And indeed from this time he and his 
7 
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successors arc spoken of by Dioddros as kings, and 
Pindar freely gives that title to GclAn’s successor 
Hierdn, while he docs not give it to Thdrdn. Pre¬ 
sently envoys came from Carthage, and seemingly 
from Anaxilas, asking for peace. Sclinous must now 
have been set free from Carthage, as we presently 
hear of it as an independent city. The Carthaginians 
had to pay a large sum of money, and to build two 
temples at Carthage in honour of the Greek goddesses 
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of Sicily. But they were not disturbed in their 
possessions in western Sicily. And n story was told 
that Gcldn made it one of the terms of peace that 
the Carthaginians should give up the practice of 
human sacrifices. This cannot be true; for no 
people interfered in this way with the religion of 
another, and the Carthaginians certainly did not give 
up the practice. But they may have engaged not to 
sacrifice Greeks; in any ease he who devised the 
story well understood the difference between Greek 
and Phoenician religion, and all that was implied in a 
struggle between the two nations. 
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Gcldn himself gave great giA* to the gods of his 
own people at Olympia and elsewhere. He built the 
temples of Ddmdtir and the Kordon the south side of 
Epipolai, and lie began another temple near >Ctna 
which he did not finish. For he died two years after 
his great victory, in the year 478 lie. He was buried 
with all honour,- and commemorated by a stately 
tomb in the low ground between Epipolai and the 
Olympicion. He was reverenced at Syracuse as a hero 
and a second founder, and in nAcr days, when the 
statues of nil the other tyrants were taken down, those 
of the deliverer of Himera were spared. 

Gcldn IcA a young son and three brothers, Hlcrdn, 
Polyzdlos, and Thrasyboulos. Ilis power was to pass 
to Hierdn, but Polyzdlos was to have the command 
of the army, and was to many Gcldn’s widow and 
take care of his ton. This arrangement did not last. 
Hierdn reigned splendidly, and gained great fame 
by getting round him all the poets and philosophers 
of his time, Simdnidds, /Eschylus, Pindar, besides 
Epicharmos, the founder of Sicilian corned)’. And 
above all, his chariots and horses won prizes in the 
games of Old Greece, and their victories were sung 
in the odes of Pindar. Hut his rule was suspicious 
and cruel. He set spies upon all the acts of the 
citizens of Syracuse, and he was specially jealous of 
his brother Polyzdlos, who was much beloved. Him. 
it is said, he tried to get rid of in a war, perhaps in 
Italy, perhaps against the Sikcls. Polyzflos fled to 
Thdrdn at Akragas, and war broke out between 
Thdrdn and Hierdn. Some say that the two tyrants 
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were reconciled by the poet Simdnidfis. Another 
story told how the people of Himera, oppressed by 
Therdn's son Thrasydaios, offered their city to Hierdn, 
who betrayed them to Thtlrdn. Then Tlifirdn, so 
well spoken of at Akragas, went to Himera, and 
slew many of his son's enemies. The whole story is 
told confusedly; but Thdrdn and Hierdn were recon¬ 
ciled, and Hierdn married a niece of Thdrdn. 

The chief action of Hierdn within Sicily, that of 
which he was most proud, was hardly to his credit. 
He wished to be equal to his brother, to have the 
honours of a founder. To win them, lie moved the 
people of Naxos and Katnnd to Leontlnoi. He then 
rcpcoplcd Katani with new citl/cns from various 
parts; he enlarged its territory at the cost of the 
Sikcls; lie then changed the name of the town to 
/Etna, and gave himself out ns its founder. He 
called himself n man of /Etna, and us Hierdn of 
/Etna ho won some of his victories In the games. 
And though lie never ventured to call himself king 
nt Syracuse, he set up his young son Deinomends as 
King of /Etna. 

The best side of Hierdn is seen out of Sicily, 
where he carries on Gcldn's work as a champion of 
Hellas against barbarians. Geldn hardly meddled in 
Italian affairs. Hierdn, early in his reign, in 477, 
was able, without striking a blow, to save Lokroi 
from a threatened attack by Anaxilas of Rhdgion 
and Zankld. And in 474 lie did a work which is 
placed alongside of the day of Himera The 
Greeks of Italy were often hard pressed by the 
barbarians; above all, KyinO was threatened by the 
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Etruscans. Hicrdn sent help to the Greeks, and the 
fleets of Syracuse and Kym£ won a great victory, 
which did much to break the Etruscan power, and 
gave KymO a time of peace and prosperity. But 
an attempt to plant a Syracusan colony on the island 
of l’ithikoussa or Ischia failed. In the British 
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Museum we may still sec the helmet which Ilierdn 
dedicated for the Etruscan victory won in his name. 

Here Hierdn won real glory; but he did nothing 
to help other Greeks in Italy against other barbarians. 
Anaxilas was now dead, and the government of 
his two cities was carried on by his steward 
Mikylhos on behalf of his two sons. Mikytho* sent 
help to the people of Taras or Tarentum, who were 
threatened by the Messapians or Iapygians in the 
heel of the l*x>t. This is almost the only time that 
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we hear of that people as dangerous to the Greeks ; 
but it sounds like a foreshadowing of the general 
action of the nations of southern Italy which was 
presently to come. The two Greek cities were 
utterly defeated by the Messapians, but Mikythos 
kept his hold on both Rhdglon and Zankl6. 

We have thus had to speak of the wars of Greeks 
against barbarians, both in Old Greece and in Sicily 
and Italy. Great victories were won; but in Old 
Greece the barbarians were driven out for ever, while 
in Sicily they came again. In Old Greece again the 
wars were waged by free commonwealths, while in 
Sicily they were waged by tyrants. We have now to 
see the cities of Sicily get rid of their tyrants, and 
enter on a time, if not of great victories, yet of 
wonderful prosperity and of a nearer approach than 
usual to peace among themselves. 
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[Oh. m»ln .uilwcily now i. the CmkImhm* hlUory of Dtodfcea. He 
Mono girt* ui any aoeouiM of Dueetlw. Pindar .till help, m n liulc at 
(he toglnnlng, a. he ha. uln mWlrmod lo efllwn. of lllnwra and 
Kamarlnn after ihry bad rceorercd indepeiulmee. The acla of Empe- 
doklt'i coma from hU IJfo l>y IKogcnia Lncriioi, cem|4lctl from rartuue 
earlier writer*. Tliore are iwUror In IVnuaniu ami eUewhere. rpeelally 
notleea of Sldlmo In.iiry In AthOnak*. And «e now tegln (o fed ihe 
uvj of intfeijidima, Duaftb ih-e ihM concern u« n* yet aro very frag- 
mentary, ami uero granm, n«H hi Sicily, tail at Aten*.] 
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Wk now come to a time which wc inij-ht call the 
golden age of Greek Sicily. Its cities arc both 
independent and free. The tyrants arc driven out. 
No Greek is under n barbarian master, nor docs any 
Greek city bear rule over any other. The cities arc 
wonderfully rich and flourishing, and arc able to raise 
great buildings. Wc cannot say that there is no war 
either against barbarians or between one Greek city 
and another. But there is much less war than there 
is in the times cither before or after. And the 
most remarkable war is one waged between Greek 
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cities and a Sikcl prince who was striving to 
bring about the unity and dominion of his own 
people. 

We have marked our dates from the beginning of 
deliverance, though it did not come all at once. In 
the year 11.C. 472 Thfirdn of Akragas died. What- 
ever men thought of him at Himera, lie left behind 
him a good memory in his own city. He had greatly 
enlarged the town by taking in the great slope of 
the hill between the two rivers. lie had made the 
walls which arc still to be seen, and he had begun 
the great range of temples. At his death he re- 
ccivcd the honours of a hero, and was buried in a 
stately tomb In the burial-ground west of the city. 
The tomb in another part which is shown ns his is 
of much later date. His power passed to his son 
Thrasyduios, who had ruled so ill at llimcra. Ho 
ruled just as ill in Akragas. When, on what occasion 
we arc not told, he began a war with Hierdn, his 
Power at once broke in pieces. Akragas and 
Himera, which had no tic but that of a common 
master, parted asunder, and became again indepen¬ 
dent commonwealths. Peace was made with Hierdn, 
and Thrasydaios fled to Old Greece. There the 
people of the old Megan put him on his trial and 
put him to death. One can see no reason for this, 
unless that a tyrant was looked on as a common 
enemy of mankind, who might be brought to justice 
anywhere. 

Here was a great blow struck at the cause of 
tyranny in Sicily. And Hicron hardly strengthened 
it when in 467 lie stirred up the sons of Anaxilas to 
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demand from Mikythos an account of his rule in 
Zankld and Rhdgion. The faithful steward gave in 
an account which satisfied everybody, and the young 
men asked Mikythos to go on managing things for 
them. But he would not stay where he had been sus¬ 
pected. Me went to Old Greece, and died In honour 
at Tcgca. The sons of Anaxilas now took the rule 
of his two cities into their own hands ; but they could 
not keep it so well as Mikythos had done. 

The next year the great stay of tyranny In Sicily 
was taken away. In 466 Hierdn died at his own city 
of Altna. There his son Dcinoincnds went on reigning, 
and made offerings at Olympia in his father’s name. 
But the power of Hierdn at Syracuse and in the rest 
of his dominions passed to his brother Thrasyboulos, 
the last of the four sons of the elder Dcinomcncs. 
But the people of Syracuse were now weary of 
tyranny, and they presently rose to upset the power 
of Thrasyboulos. But it was a hard matter to get rid of 
him. For he had many mercenaries in his pay, and 
the men of /Etna came to fight for the house of their 
founder. Between them they held the fortified parts 
of Syracuse, both the Island and Acluadina which 
Gcldn had joined on to it. The men of Syracuse 
were driven to besiege their own city from outside. 
But the cause of Syracuse was felt to be the cause of 
freedom everywhere. From all parts, Greek and 
Sikcl, which had been subject to Hierdn or where men 
had dreaded his power, helpers flocked to Syracuse. 
The tyrant was defeated in two battles by land and 
sea, and he presently agreed to surrender everything 
and go away quietly. lie went and lived at Lokroi, 
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where the memory of Hierdn was doubtless honoured. 
At the same time or soon after, the sons of Anaxilas 
were driven out of Zanklfi and Rhdgfol). The cities 
which had been under the rule of the lords of 
Syracuse again set up for themselves; even fallen 
Kamarina rose again, this time not as an outpoit 
of Syracuse, but as a free colony of Gela. Thus all 
the Sikcliot cities were again independent, and all 
were free commonwealths, save only Altna, where 
Deinomends still reigned. So the famous line of the 
tyrants of Gela and Syracuse passed away from both 
those cities, and we arc surprised to find that it had 
lasted only eighteen years. 

The cities were now free, with neither tyrants within 
nor masters from outside. Hut it was not easy to 
settle the state of the new commonwealths after so 
many changes. The tyranny had swept away the old 
distinctions. At Syracuse, the city of whose nffairs 
we hear most, there arc no signs of any more disputes 
between the old Gnmoroi and the old commons. Hut 
new distinctions had arisen. In the first /.cal of 
deliverance men set up the feast of the llltuiluria 
in honour of Zeus EUutherios, the god of freedom, 
and they admitted the mercenaries and others to 
whom the tyrants had granted citizenship to the same 
rights as themselves. Hut the two classes did not 
agree, and after a while (463) the old citizens, being 
the greater number, passed a vote that those whose 
citizenship dated only from the time of the tyrants 
should not be able to hold magistracies. The ex¬ 
cluded class flew to arms. If fewer in number, they 
were better at fighting, and they again held the 
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Island and Achradina against the old citizens. This 
led to another enlargement of the city. The suburb 
of. Tycha, outside Achradina on the north side of the 
hill, was fortified by the Syracusan besiegers of 
Syracuse, and became part of the city. The war 
went on for about three years, and it is not clear how 
it came to an end. Hut at last (461) the mercenaries 
were got rid of somehow. 

Something of the same kind, disputes between the 
old citizens and the new, must have been going on in 
other cities also. For a general vote was passed by 
all the Sikeliot commonwealths that all the mer¬ 
cenaries everywhere should be settled in the one 
territory of Messnna. This implies that that territory 
was open to settlement. It is moreover the first time 
that the name Messana, Messtni, Messitui, is given to 
the town which had hitherto been called Zanklfi. The 
dates nrc confused; but it was certainly about this 
time that the Inst Menonian war was going on In 
l'cloponnfisos. Many Messenians were scattered abroad, 
and one cannot help thinking that it was now that the 
Messenian settlement at ZanklC happened, and that the 
city changed its name It was the first town that took 
that name Messfini in PeloponnCsos had hitherto 
been the name of n land, and the town of Messi-ni 
there was not founded till a hundred years later. 
Messana had the most motley population of any town 
in Sicily, and its policy was the most given to change, 
as one or the other party had the upper hand. 

In one city even now the house of the tyrants still 
reigned. But Greeks and Sikcls joined to drive 
Deinomends and the Hicronian settlers out of /Etna. 
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The Sikcls were led by their famous prince Ducetius, 
of whom we shall hear again. /Etna once more 
became Katand; the old citizens came back; the 
honours of HicrAn were abolished, and his tomb was 
destroyed. Hut his settlers, and doubtless their king 
with them, were allowed to occupy the Sikel town of 
Inessa, further inland and nearer to the mountain. 
Its name was also for a while changed to /Etna. 

Thus the Greek cities of Sicily fell back, as far as 
they could, on the state of things which had been 
before the rise of the tyrants. Each city was again 
an independent commonwealth. Those cities which, 
like Syracuse and Akragas, had borne rule over 
others, now lost their dominion, and with it that kind 
of greatness which comes of dominion. They gained 
instead freedom at home. The constitutions of the 
cities were everywhere democratic, or more nearly so 
than they had been before. And the cities were 
wonderfully rich and flourishing. Above all, strange 
tales arc told of the wealth and luxury of the rich 
men of Akragas. Hut, after so many shocks and 
changes, above all after so many movements of men 
from one place to another, there were many causes 
of dispute within the cities. Men in Old Greece 
contrasted the constant changes in Sicily with the 
stability of the older cities where tire same people 
had lived for ages. It is only at Syracuse and 
Akragas that we get any details. At Syracuse there 
were, naturally enough, disputes about the rights of 
particular men to lands and citizenship. And, what 
no democratic forms can hinder, there seem to have 


94 OREEKS OF Sicn.v FREE AND INDEPENDENT. 

grown up a kind of official class which kept affairs 
in its own hands. Thus there arose demagogue. r, 
leaders of the people. This name was in its origin 
perfectly honourable, marking a lawful and useful 
position, though one which might easily be abused. 
The demagogue commonly spoke against the ad¬ 
ministration of affairs at the time, and he could 
sometimes carry a vote of the people in opposition 
to the magistrate*. And it marks nn exclusive kind 
of feeling on the part of a governing class when we 
hear complaints that all the young men gave them¬ 
selves up to making speeches. For this was the time 
when oratory was becoming an art. And it began to be 
so first in Sicily. The first teachers of rhetoric were the 
Syracusans Korax and Tisias, and after them the 
more famous Gorgias of I^ontinoi. 

There was always a certain fear that the dema¬ 
gogue might grow into a tyrant. He did so both in 
earlier and later times. At this time there were no 
tyrants in Sicily; but there were men who were 
suspected of aiming at tyranny. There were 
several such at Syracuse. Thus about the year 
454 one Tyndaridn gave himself out ns the champion 
of the poor, and his followers formed themselves 
into a voluntary body-guard. The body-guard was 
the very badge of tyranny. Tyndaridn was there¬ 
fore charged with treason, and was sentenced to 
death. But his followers rose, and, iastcad of being 
lawfully put to death, he was killed in the tumult. 
1’rcscntly the Syracusans adopted a law in imitation 
of the Athenian ostracism. That name is often mis¬ 
used. At Athens it meant that, when the state was 


POLITICS OF SYRACUSE. 


95 

thought to be in danger, a vote was taken in which 
every citizen wrote on a tile (Sorpaxov) the name of 
any man whose presence he thought dangerous. If 
6000 citizens named the same man, he had to 
leave Athens for ten years. He could hardly be 
said to be banished, and he was in no way disgraced. 
He kept his property, and nt the end of the ten 
years lie came back to his full rights. Indeed his 
friend* were often able to carry n vote to call him 
back before the time. At Athens this law worked 
well for a season, while the democracy was weak. 
When the democracy was fully established, it became 
needless, and gradually went out of use. We know 
much less of the working of the same institution at 
Syracuse. There it was called ptlalism, because the 
name was written on a leaf (wfraW). The time of 
absence was five years. We know nothing of the 
details, whether they were .the same as those nt 
Athens or not. We are told that it worked badly, 
and was soon abolished by general consent. For It 
is said that, while it was in force, the best men with, 
drew from public affairs and left them to the worst 
men in the city. There may be some truth in this ; 
for, after so many changes, political differences were 
likely to be much more bitter at Syracuse than at 
Athens. But these accounts clearly come from 
writers hostile to democracy. And it is quite certain 
that Syracuse was at this very time very flourishing 
at home and could act a very vigorous part abroad. 

The constitution of Akragas after the fall of the 
tyrants seem to have been less strictly democratic 
than that of Syracuse. What we know about it 
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coincs from the Life of the philosopher Empedokl£*s. 
About him there is a silly story, how he threw himself 
into the furnace of /Etna, that men might think that 
he had become a god. And, as so often happens, 
this silly story has stuck to his name rather than any 
of his real actions. There is something very strange 
about Empcdoklfis. Me seems to have given himself 
out as having a divine mission, and his followers 
believed that he did many wonders, even to raising 
the dead. He was certainly a poet and a physician, 
and he most likely had a knowledge of nature beyond 
his time. He cleansed river* and did other useful 
works. And lie was the foremost man in the common¬ 
wealth of Akragas in that day. He refused the 
tyranny or supreme power in some shape; he 
brought about the condemnation of some men who 
were aiming nt tyranny; he lessened the power of 
the senate, and so made the state more democratic. 
In after days, when the Athenians came into Sicily 
and warred against Syracuse, and when Akragas was 
bitterly jealous of Syracuse, EmpedokKs helped the 
Syracusans against Athens. For thus preferring the 
interests of all Sicily to the passions of his own city. 
Empcdoklts was banished from Akragas. He went 
to Old Greece and died, and was buried at the elder 
Megara. 

One can believe that the jealousy between Syracuse 
and Akragas, between the first city in the island and 
the second, had been handed on from the days of the 
tyrants or earlier. Rut it was at least greatly strength¬ 
ened by events in the wars of the time. For, though 
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the time was comparatively peaceful, there were wars. 
In 453 the commonwealth of Syracuse undertook to 
chastise the Etruscan pirates, just ns Hie rim had 
done. A fleet went forth and ravaged the whole 
Etruscan coast. Much spoil was brought in, and it 
would almost seem as if the Syracusans made some 
settlements in the islands of Corsica and Elba; but, 
if so, they did not last. And there was a war in the 
west of Sicily, of which we can make out nothing 
distinctly; but it looks as if Akrngas and Selinou* 
won some advantages over the Phoenicians. In 
neither of these meagre accounts do we see Akrngas 
and Syracuse coming across one another in any way, 
friendly or unfriendly. It was another war with 
barbarians in which we hear of them in both ways, 
and which led to a lasting jealousy between the two 
cities. 

This sprang out of the last and greatest attempt of 
the Sikcls to throw off the dominion of the Greeks in 
their own island. Many of the Sikcls on the coast had 
been made bondmen; but their inland towns were 
independent, and had largely taken to Greek ways. 
Hut they were hampered and kept in the background 
in their own land, and the more they felt themselves 
the equals of the Greeks, the less would they abide 
any Greek superiority. They had now a gTcat lender 
among them, that Ducctius of whom we have already 
heard as helping against the Hicronians at Katane. 
He strove to unite his people, and to win back for 
them the full possession of their own island. His 
schemes must have been very like those of Philip of 
Maccdon a hundred years later. He would found a 
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slate which should be politically Sikcl, but which 
should have all the benefit of Greek culture. Me 
wouM be King of Sicily or of as great a part of it as 
he could, with his royal throne in one of the great 
Greek cities. Rut Philip inherited an established 
kingdom, which he had only to enlarge and strengthen; 
Ducctius had to create his Sikcl state from the begin¬ 
ning. He started about the year 459, by founding 
the town of Mcnamum, now Minco, on the hill above 
the lake of the Palici, the special god* of his people 
There mighty walls arc to be seen, most likely of his 
building. From that centre, in the space of six years, 
he brought together most of the Sikcl towns, all, it 
is said, except the Galcatic Hybla, into an union of 
some kind under hi* own headship. Unluckily we 
can nay no more; of the terms of union we know 
nothing. For the power thus called Into being 
he founded in 453 a new capital close by the holy 
lake, and bearing the name of Palica. He then came 
down from tlic hills to the plain, just as Philip came 
down from Algol or lidcssa to Pella. This was a 
step in advance ; his next stop, if possible, would have 
been to the sea. Rut we may be sure that he wished 
above all things to put his state under the protection 
of the great Sikcl gods. 

As yet Ducctius had not attacked any Greek city. 
Mis first step in that way was to besiege and take 
Inessa, now called /Etna. Thither, it will be remem¬ 
bered, the I Iicronian settlers in the other /Etna, that 
is, Katanc, were allowed to move. Ducctius himself 
had helped to place them in the Sikcl town. No 
Greeks gave any help to the remnant of the friends 
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of the tyrants, perhaps with Dcinomenis still calling 
himself their king. It was otherwise when Ducctius 
attacked the Akragantinc town or post of Motyon. 
Ducctius was now so powerful that Akragas had 
to seek help at Syracuse. Ducctius won a battle 
against the joint forces of the two Greek 
cities, and took Motyon. The Syracusan general 
was charged with treason and was put to death. 
The Syracusans then sent a greater force, and, 
while the Akragantinc* besieged and recovered 
Motyon, they defeated Ducctius in a second battle. 
Defeat was what a power like that formed by 
Ducctius could not bear. There was no tradition of 
union among those whom he had brought together. 
All gradually forsook him, and the man who had 
striven to found the unity of Iris people was left alone, 
and in danger of hi* life. 

Ducctius now took a bold step. He would throw 
himself on the generosity and the religious feeling* 
of his enemies. He rode to Syracuse by night; how 
he passed the gate we nrc not told ; but in the morn- 
ing all Syracuse saw the dreaded Sikcl king sitting ns 
a suppliant at the altars of the gods of the agora. 
An assembly was at once held. Some were for put¬ 
ting him to death; but there was a general cry of 
•’Save the Suppliant" Ducctius’ life was spared, 
but he was not allowed to stay in Sicily. The Syra¬ 
cusans sent him to their metropolis Corinth, under 
a promise to live there quietly on a maintenance 
which the commonwealth of Syracuse supplied him 

with. 

The Akragantincs were much displeased with the 
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Syracusans for thus sparing the common enemy. 
And they were the more angry at what presently 
happened. Ducctius no doubt learned a great deal 
by living in a great city of Old Greece, and he made 
friends there. Before long he gave out that the gods 
had bidden him to plant a colony in Sicily. He set 
forth with companions who must have been mainly 
Greeks, and began his settlement at the same place, 
Kalfi Aktfi on the north coast, where SkythCs of 
Zanklfi had once wished the lonians of Asia to 
settle. The Akrngnntincs said that this could not 
have happened without at least the connivance of 
the Syracusans. A war broke out in which each 
side had allies ; we arc not told who they were. The 
Syracusans had the better; peace was made ; we are 
not told on what terms. But from that time Akragas 
always had a grudge against Syracuse. 

This war gave Ducctius time to go on with his 
settlement. Many joined him, both Greeks and 
Sikcls; he was specially helped by the neighbouring 
Sikcl prince Archdnidte of Herbita. His Greek 
name is worth marking, as distinguished from the 
evidently Latin name of Ducctius. The new town 
grew and prospered, and Ducctius was supposed to 
be again planning greater things. But the chances 
of the Sikcls came to an end when he died of disease 
in 444. Many of the Sikcl towns remained in¬ 
dependent j but their only hope now was to make 
themselves Greek, which they gradually did. And 
Syracuse conquered some of those which were near 
her own territory. One was Trinacia, the town 
which had in some sort given its name to the island. 
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Another was Ducctius’ own I’alica, which was de¬ 
stroyed. Thus ail the great schemes of the Sikcl 
prince came to an end. Hut he had done something. 
He had at least founded three towns, two of which 
lived on for many ages, and one of which, Mcnccnum, 
now Minco, lives on still. 
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history. We hear only that about the year 439, or 
perhaps somewhat later, Syracuse began to make great 
preparations for something. She built a fleet; she 
doubled the number of her horsemen; she was 
thought to be aiming at the dominion of all Sicily. 
Nothing more is told us; but it is plain that we 
have here the beginning of the story which we shall 
have to tell in our next chapter. The Chalkidians 
of Sicily and Italy were thoroughly frightened, and 
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they began to seek for allies in Old Greece. Till 
this time Sicily has been pretty well a world of its 
own, and for the last generation a very prosperous 
world. The Greek cities were free and flourishing. 
The failure of the plans of Ducctius showed what 
was the destiny of the native races. Carthage kept 
quiet. She was no doubt only biding her time, and, 
before her time came, we have to tell what happened 
when Sicily became mixed up in the wars of Old 
Greece, and when the destiny of the greatest powers 
of Old Greece was fought out in the waters of 
Syracuse. 
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(We hnvo now, for tho only tlmo in (ho hl«ory of Creek Sicily, (ho 
narrative of * eontompoeary hlMoeUn of (ho flr* rank. Through (ho 
whole of thl. chapter, r*cc|» a very time Jml At (ho end, wo hove 
llio guidance 0/ (ho Athenian Thucydides In hU caiIIc. lmoka we hnvo 
to nick out wtat eemecnu Sicily from the rcnotAl *loty of the l’elopnn- 
ncion war. In llte ri.th and Kventh book. Sicily It the moil. .uhjccl, 
And they nr* the noU~* piece* of conterap.wary hhlory over written. In 
tho eighth book we here nga.n "» P*<*< »>>"i concert* Sicily from 

the general narrative, and 1ml before the end wc low Thucydlde*. end 
are left to the very Inferior, bat ellll contemporary. Xenophfln. When 
Thncytlklee I. to Ik hid, we ere tcmpterl to tleepite Diodaro*! and, 
during the greater port of the itoey, hii Account ilranga to my. 
I clow the tivul level of hi* Sldlian work. But in *ome plncc* he give* 
in valuable nutter which Ik hi* dearly cof led from (Ik contemporary 
Syraewun hlitorinn HiilittoA. Philitfon wa* indeed more thin n content- 
|K>ntry ; In nil the latter port of the war he wo* on actual eyewitnee* and 
actor. The outlet Syracuun hlwoeUn Antiodtoi endetl with the con¬ 
ference at GtS In ».<•. 413. And »e have *omc tubridinry contemporary 
route**- There arc many reference* to thing* that concern m in lit* 
play, of the Athenian comic pxt Atl.tophano, and the Athenian I*o- 
kratra. though he lived *0 long that he s«m* to belong to a later time, 
mu cotxcmpjiuy with the great riegc, and he hot left a remark or two 
a!out It. Among the Lire* of Plutarch, too, tlwnc of Nlkio* ami AIM- 
UodcsdoU with lha lime, and they pterorve many thing* from lliilitloe 
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•nd other lou writer*. And, » imial, nc pick op things occuiuiully in 
jrrilcra of all kind*, at PsiumIm, I’olyllooi, AtMntio*. AlU*«hcr 
there I* no time before nc after for which we hove 10 much and to pool 
material*.) 

We have now come to a time in which the Greek 
cities of Sicily get mixed up, in a way in which they 
have not been before, with the disputes of the mother- 
country. The more part of the Old Greek cities were 
now divided into two great alliances. These were 
Sparta with her following, and Athens with hers. 
Sparta was the head of the Dorians, Athens of the 
lonians. Sparta was bld-fushioncd, oligarchic, slow 
to act. Athens was fond of new things, democratic, 
daring in enterprise. Sparta was strong by land and 
Athens by sea. But though in their home govern¬ 
ments Sparta represented oligarchy and Athens 
democracy, yet in her dealings with other cities, 
Sparta had made herself better liked than Athens. 
The allies of Sparta were willing allies who followed 
her by traditional attachment The so-called allies 
of Athens were mostly cities which she had lately 
brought under her dominion and which paid her 
tribute. When she had any willing allies, they were 
almost always cities which joined her out of some 
grudge against Sparta or some other member of the 
Lacedaemonian alliance. Before many years had 
passed, men found that Sparta, as a ruling city, was 
much more oppressive than Athens. But as yet 
Sparta represented free alliance and Athens repre¬ 
sented subjection. The Laccdamonian cause was 
therefore popular throughout Greece. 

At this moment the two great alliances were at 
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peace, under the terms of a truce for thirty years 
made in the year 445. Even before that time, perhaps 
even from the time of the Persian wars, Athens, 
looking for dominion and influence everywhere, be¬ 
gan also to look towards the West. As early as 454, 
we find, as an inscription shows, Athens meddling in 
Sicilian affairs and making an alliance with the 
Elymians of Scgcsta against some enemy, perhaps 
the men of Sikan Halikyai. In 443 Athens took the 
lead in founding the colony of Thourlol, near the site 
of the old Sybaris. And the beginnings of the Pelo¬ 
ponnesian war itself had a close connexion with 
Sicilian and Italian affairs. The Korkyraians, ever 
in dispute with their metropolis Corinth, asked for 
help of Athens, setting forth the importance of their 
own island, ns holding the key of Italy and Sicily. 
This was In ».C. 433 - And in this same year, the year 
of her alliance with Korkyra, Athens also concluded 
alliances with Lcontinol In Sicily and with Rh^gion 
close to it. That is the beginning of the whole story. 
It is plain that Syracuse, whom we left at the end of 
the last chapter, strengthening her fleet and horse¬ 
men, was beginning to attack, or at least to threaten, 
her Chalkidian neighbours. They betake themselves 
to the great Ionian city for help. And when the war 
actually broke out in 43 *. '* seems taken for granted 
on both sides that Sicily had something to do with 
the matter, though for several years nothing really 
was done on either side. Athens, as we have seen, 
was the ally of Rhegion and Lcontinoi; but she did 
nothing for them for several years. And, at the very 
beginning of the war, the Lacedemonians bade the 
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Dorians of Sicily and Italy, as if they were members 
of their alliance, to join ill building a great fleet. But 
for four years no ships of war passed either way be¬ 
tween Sicily and Old Greece. The allies of Sparta in 
Sicily thought they did enough by vexing the allies 
of Athens in their own island. 

In the year 427 we begin to see things more 
clearly. Syracuse with her allies was warring against 
the Chalkidlan Leontinoi and her allies. With Syra¬ 
cuse, we are told, were all the Dorian cities of Sicily 
except Kamarina—we hear nothing of Akragns—and 
Lokroi in Italy. With Leontinoi were the other Chal- 
kidian cities—that is, Naxos and Katani—Kamarina. 
and Rhtylon in Italy. We hear nothing of Messana; 
a little later it was in alliance with Syracuse. The 
Syracusan league was much the stronger, and Leon¬ 
tinoi was hard pressed. Then the men of Rhtgion 
and I-eontinol, as allies of Athens, sent thither to ask 
for some real help. The great orator Gorgias of 
Leontinoi was one of the envoys, and he is said to 
have made a great impression at Athens. It was 
specially expedient at that moment to hinder any 
Sikcliot ships coming to the help of Sparta, for 
Korkyra was torn with sedition and could not do 
much for her allies. Hut Athens did not choose to 
run any great risk at first. A small fleet was sent, 
mainly to see whether it was well to do anything 
more For about three years the war went on in a 
small way till, in the year 425, Athens sent a greater 
fleet to Sicily. 

Nothing really great was done even now ; but we 
hear several things which tell us a great deal as to 


108 SICILY AND THE WARS OF OLD OREECE. 

the state of affairs in Sicily. Messana was always 
changing sides, according as one party or another in 
its mixed population got the chief power. One time, 
in 426 two Messaninn tribes, attacked by the Athe¬ 
nians at Mylai, joined the besiegers in winning over 
Messana itself to the Athenian side. Presently the 
city changed back again to the Syracusan side. In 
Rlulgion there was a party which acted with I.okroi 
against their own city. Kamarina, allied with Athens, 
wavered; dislike to Syracuse and general Dorian 
sympathies were forces that pulled two ways. And 
we hear something of the older nations of Sicily. 
The Elymians of Segesta renewed their alliance with 
Athens, a fact of which nothing came at the time, 
but a great deal afterwards. Among the Sikcls we 
hear that King ArchOnidCa, the friend of Ducctius, 
was, as he might expect, a firm ally of Athens. In 
Inessa, the Sikcl town of which we have heard so 
often, we find a state of things such as often was seen 
in Greece itself in the Macedonian times. The town 
was a separate commonwealth, but it was controlled 
by a Syracusan garrison in its akropolis. And one 
story most curiously illustrates Sikcl feeling. The 
Sikcls had a special grudge against Naxos, as having 
been the beginning of Greek settlement in their land. 
Rut they hated Syracuse yet more, as being far more 
dangerous. So when the Syracusans and Messanians 
attacked Naxos, a large body of Sikcls came to its 
help. The Messanians were so much weakened that 
they called in fresh citizens from Lokroi. This grew 
into an union between the two commonwealths of 
Messana and I.okroi. Presently a new revolution 
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drove the Lokrians out again. All these things 
show how much more unstable things were in Sicily, 
and specially in Messana, than they were in Old 
Greece. 

Before long all parties in Sicily grew tired of a war 
in which nothing of any moment was done on either 
side. In 424 a larger Athenian fleet came, and its 
commanders called on their allies for more vigorous 
action. The call seemed to turn men the other way. 
Kamarina and Gela, colony and metropolis, first 
made peace with one another, and then invited the 
other cities to join with her. A congress was held at 
Gela ; and there we for the first time come across one 
of the most memorable men in Sicilian history. This 
was HcrmokratCs of Syracuse, the chief man in that 
city. He was suspected of not being a friend to the 
democratic constitution ; but no city ever had a wiser 
or truer leader in war and all foreign afTalrs, and men 
trusted him accordingly. At Gela he made a most 
remarkable speech. It is essentially tho speech of 
the statesman of a colony. He cares for more than 
Syracuse ; he cares for all Greek Sicily. Kilt lie docs 
not, as some few did, care for the whole Greek folk 
everywhere. Mis teaching is that the Sikcliot cities 
should, if possible, keep |>cncc among themselves; 
but that, in any case, they should not let any one 
out of Sicily meddle in their affairs. They should all 
join together to keep any strangers out. He tells the 
Ionians of Sicily that the friendship of Athens is all 
a blind. Athens, like all other states, is simply seek¬ 
ing dominion where she can find it. It is the com¬ 
mon business of them nil to keep her from finding 
any in Sicily. 
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Two things may be noticed in this speech. Hcrino- 
kratds speaks of all Greeks out of Sicily as strangtrs. 
He docs not even except his own metropolis of 
Corinth. And he speaks as if all Sicily were a Greek 
land. No one would find out from his speech that 
there were any Pluonicians, Sikcls, or Elymians in 
the island. That is to say, the speech is one made 
for that particular moment. J ust then no barbarian 
power was threatening, and a Greek power was. 
And when he argued against keeping out Athenians, 
he could not ask- to let in Corinthians. Hermo- 
kratis knew perfectly well, and he showed it when the 
time came, how precious the friendship of Corinth 
might be to Syracuse, and how the enmity of Car¬ 
thage was only sleeping. 

Hermokrate* prevailed, and peace was made. Each 
city was to keep what it had at the time. I f Athenians 
or other strangers came in a single ship, they were to 
be received, but not more. The peace was accepted 
by the Italiot cities also, save Lokroi, where hatred 
to Athens was too strong. And the Athenian com¬ 
manders were forced to accept it also, for which they 
were fined and banished when they got home. Some¬ 
thing was gained. There was general, if not perfect, 
peace in Sicily ; there were disturbances, but only in 
a small part of the island; and the next time the 
Athenians tried to meddle, they could do nothing at 
all. 

The next quarrel that broke out in Sicily is mernor- 
able because it became one of the occasions of the 
great Athenian invasion some years later. After the 
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peace, the people of Lcontinoi thought good to 
strengthen themselves by taking in a body of new 
citizens. This they did, but when it was proposed to 
give the new citizens lots of land, the oligarchic party in 
Lcontinoi grew angry. We can only guess how things 
stood ; but most likely the lots were to be made out of 
folk land, which the rich men may have occupied, just 
as they did at Rome. The oligarchs asked for help 
at Syracuse. Syracuse was a democracy, and should 
not have helped oligarchs ; but the temptation to win 
dominion or influence at Lcontinoi was too strong. 
A bargain was struck. The common* were driven 
out; the oligarchs removed to Syracuse and received 
citizenship ; the commonwealth of Lcontinoi was 
merged In Syracuse, and the town became a Syra¬ 
cusan fortress, like Megara. Presently some of the 
settlers at Syracuse repented, and joined the ex¬ 
pelled commons In occupying a Leontinefort and one 
of the two akrofoUis of Lcontinoi. Thus there was 
again a shadow of the Lcontinc commonwealth, which 
sought for help at Athens. 

Athens was now, in 422, much less powerful than 
she had been in 423- Instead of sending a fleet, she 
sent only two ships carrying envoys, who were to try 
and get up a league in Sicily to check the encroach¬ 
ment of Syracuse, and specially to restore Lcontinoi. 
Several cities, as Akragas and Kamarina, hearkened, 
but nothing was done. No one would stir, utiles 
the Athenians came with a powerful fleet. So 
Athens had to leave Sicily alone for six years, 
during which we hear nothing more of Sicilian affairs. 
The Lcontinc remnant seem to have held out, and 
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presently a new source of quarrel began at the other 
end of the island. 


This was one of the frequent border-quarreU 
between the Greeks of Selinous and the Elymmns of 
Scecsta. Besides boundaries, they quarrelled about 
'rights of marriage. This shows that the two cities 
must have had the connubinm or right of inter¬ 
marriage, and that shows that the Scgcstans must have 
largely adopted Greek ways. The Scgcstans first 
asked help of Carthage, the common enemy of all 
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Greeks; getting none there, they remembered their 
alliance with Athens some years back. So in 416 
Scgcstan envoys came to Athens to ask for help 
against Selinous, and with them came envoys from 
the remnant of the Lcontincs to ask for help against 
Syracuse. Athens and Sparta were just then noml- 
nally at peace; but there were many grounds of 
quarrel, out of which war might break out again at 
any moment Athens had now fully recovered her 
power. She was full of hopeful spirits, eager for some 
lx>ld enterprise, and not knowing how great an 
undertaking it was to wage a really effective war so 
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far off as Sicily. Their leader was the famous 
Alkibiad£s, the most dangerous of counsellors, brave, 
eloquent, enterprising, but utterly unprincipled and 
thinking first of all of his own vain glory, lie 
strongly pleaded for helping Segesta and Lcontinoi, 
looking forward, so he said afterwards, to the conquest 
of all Sicily and of Carthage, and to all manner of 
impossible schemes. He was opposed by Nikias, the 
most trusted general of the commonwealth, an honest 
man and a good officer, but by nature slow to act, 
and who knew better than Alkibiadis how vain all 
his schemes were. He had also had the chief hand 
in making the peace with Sparta, and lie did not wish 
to run the risk of breaking it. In the first assembly 
in which the matter was debated at Athens, it was 
voted to send envoys to Sicily, to see how mattcn 
stood there, and specially to find out whether the 
Segestans had any money, as they boasted of having a 
great deal. 

The story went that these envoys and the other 
Athenians who went with them were taken In at 
Segesta in a strange way. The Segestans took them 
to see the temple on F.ryx and its wealth, where the 
envoys were deceived by tnking silver-gilt vessels 
for solid gold. Then they got together all the gold 
and silver plate in their city, and all that they could 
boirow anywhere else, and asked the Athenians to a 
scries of banquets, at which each man passed off all the 
plate ns his own. So the envoys went back, thinking 
that Segesta was a very rich city, and taking with them 
sixty talents as an earnest This was early in 415. And 
now, though Nikias argued as strongly as he could 
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against it, the expedition to Sicily was decreed. 
Three generals were put in command, Nikias him¬ 
self, Alkibiadis, and Lamachos. Lamachos was not 
a rich man or a political leader like Nikias and 
Alkibiadts ; so he had not the same influence. But 
he was one of the two best soldiers in Athens. 
The other was Dfimosthends, of whom we shall 
presently hear. 

And now the greatest force that had ever sailed 
from any Greek haven set forth to help Segesta and 
Lcontinol. Besides the force of Athens herself and 
her subject allies, she had in this war several willing 
allies, specially Argos, and Korkyra, ready to fight 
against her sister. There were 136 ships of war, 
5,ioo heavy-armed, 1,300 light troops. But where 
Syracuse was strongest, Athens was weakest. Only 
30 horsemen were sent to meet the famous cavalry of 
Syracuse. 

When men heard in Sicily that this great force was 
coming, the more part disbelieved the story. But 
Hermokratfis told the Syracusan assembly that the 
news was true, and that they must make ready in 
every way to meet the danger. They must make 
alliances in Sicily, Italy, and everywhere, specially at 
Sparta, Corinth, and even Carthage. But they were 
not without hopes. He knew that the most experienced 
of the Athenian generals disliked his errand, and he 
said that the very greatness of the force would 
frighten men, and hinder the Athenians from getting 
allies. 

All this was perfectly wise and true,as waseverything 
that Hermokratis said and did about foreign matters. 
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But his home politics were suspected ; so the dema¬ 
gogue Athinagoras arose to answer him. In his 
speech he gave the best definition of democracy 
ever given. It is the rule of the whole people, 
as opposed to oligarchy, the rule of a part. In a 
democracy the rich men, the able men, and the people 
at large, all have their spheres of action. The nblc 
men are to devise measures, and the people at large 
arc to judge of them. But even in the most demo¬ 
cratic states a kind of official class often silently 
grows up, men who arc put forward in all matters, 
and who sometimes seem to keep the knowledge of 
affairs to themselves. Ath6nagoras, the opposition 
speaker, talks ns the representative of those who 
were kept in the dark. He will not believe that the 
Athenians arc coming ; the talc is got up by official 
men In their own interests. Here he was quite 
wrong, and his counsel was bad. But he was wrong 
simply through not knowing the facts. On his own 
showing, his speech is both sensible and patriotic. 

It was as HcrmokraKs said. The greatness of 
the force frightened even those who were friendly to 
Athens. The fleet met at Korkyra and sailed along 
the Italian coast; but it was only at Rhigion that 
they were received with the least favour, and even 
there they were not allowed to come within the walls. 
And now the Athenian generals found out how the 
envoys had been cheated at Scgcsta. All the money 
in the hoard of that city was only thirty talents, that 
is, half a month's pay for the Athenian fleet. The 
generals then debated what to da Nikias simply 
wanted to get the fleet home again with as little damage 
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as possible. He said that they were sent to settle 
the affairs of Segesta and Sclinous. Let them go 
and bring those two cities to any kind of agreement; 
then let them sail round Sicily, show men what the 
force of Athens was, and then go home. Alkibiad*s, 
who had much wider schemes and who wished to 
show off his own powers of diplomacy, said that they 
should first make all the allies they could ; then 
let them call on Syracuse and Sclinous to do justice 
to Ixontinoi and Segesta; and, if they would not, 
then attack them. Lamachos, who looked at things 
simply as a soldier, was for attacking Syracuse at 
once. Their force, he said, was now in perfect order ; 
the Syracusans were frightened and unprepared. If 
they waited, their own strength would lessen, the fear 
of them would go off, and the enemy would be ready 
to resist them. Hut the other generals did not agree 
to this. So Lamachos joined the opinion of Alki- 
bladfe. The Athenians sailed about to seek for allies, 
while the Syracusans made ready for the defence. 

The only allies they found at this stage were Naxos 
and Katanf. The Naxians were really zealous for 
the Leon tines. At Katand men were divided ; but 
the more part were for Athens. By the accident of 
some Athenian soldiers making their way into the 
town while Alkibiadfc was speaking in the assembly, 
the enemies of Athens were frightened away, and the 
rest accepted the Athenian alliance. Katanf now 
became the Athenian headquarters. Messana would 
only give a market outside the walls. Kamarina 
would receive one ship only, according to the treaty. 
All this caused the fleet to sail backwards and for- 
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wards. One time they sailed into the Great Harbour 
of Syracuse; they made a proclamation for tire Leon- 
tines to join them, and then sailed out again. They 
did a little plundering and skirmishing, not always 
successfully. In all these ways the Syracusans got 
used to the sight of the great fleet going to and fro, 
and doing nothing. Their fear of it therefore wore 
off, just as Ijimachos had said that it would. 

At this point Alkibiad^s was called back to Athens, 
to take his trial on a charge of impiety. The famous 
story of the Hormfis-breaking and all that followed 
it, so memorable in the history of Athens, does not 
concern us in Sicily, except ns it turned Alkibinde* 
from the general of the Athenians into the best 
counsellor of Sparta and Corinth against his own 
city. For he did not go back to Athens for his 
trial, but escaped to PcloponnCsos, where we shall 
hear of him again. Meanwhile the command of the 
Athenian force in Sicily was left practically in the 
hands of Nikias. Now Nikias could always act well 
when he did act; but it was very hard to make him 
act, above all on an errand which he hated. One 
might say that Syracuse was saved through the 
delays of Nikias. He now went off to petty expc- 
ditions in the west of Sicily, under cover of settling 
matters at Segesta. He really did nothing except 
take the one Sikan town of Hykkara on the north 
coast, which was hostile to Segesta, and sell all its 
people. Himera refused to join Athens; nothing was 
done at Sclinous; the Athenians could not take the 
Sikcl town of Galcatic Hybla near ./Etna, the scat of 
the goddess so called. Then they went into winter- 
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quarters at Katanfi (RC 415-4T4X The Syracusans 
by this time quite despised the invaders. Their 
horsemen rode up to the camp of the Athenians at 
KatanC, and asked them if they had come into Sicily 
merely to sit down there as colonists. 

Hut the great danger against which Mermokratfis 
had warned his fellow citizens was not to pass away 
so easily as this. The invaders were still in the 
land, and their leader could net vigorously when¬ 
ever he did act. By a clever stratagem, a false 
message which professed to come from the Syracusan 
party in Katani, Nikins beguiled the whole Syracuse 
force to come out to a supposed attack on the Athenian 
camp. Meanwhile the Athenian army went on board 
the ships and sailed in the night into the Great 
Harbour. There they encamped near the Olymplcion; 
but Nlkias took care to do no wrong to the temple 
and Its precinct. A battle was fought next dny on 
the low ground by the Anapos. The Athenians had 
the better, but the Syracusan horsemen kept them from 
pursuing. Nikias made this an excuse for doing 
nothing more, saying that he could not act without 
more horsemen and more money. So the day after 
the battle the Athenian fleet sailed away again, and 
took up their quarters for the rest of the winter at 
Naxos. One ask9 which did most for the deliverance 
of Syracuse, HermokrntCs or Nikias. 

Hermokrat^s meanwhile bade his countrymen 
keep up their spirits. They had done as well in 
battle as could be expected; they only wanted dis¬ 
cipline. And to that end it would be well to have 
fewer generals and to give them greater powers. So 
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at the next election, instead of fifteen generals they 
chose only three, of whom Hermok rates was one. They 
then went and burned the empty Athenian camp at 
Katang, and spent the rest of the winter in prepara¬ 
tions and fresh fortifications. The city was now again 
enlarged by taking the Tcmcmitcs, the precinct of 
Apolldn, within the walls. 

The winter (KC 415-414) was chiefly spent on both 
sides in sending embassies to and fro to gain allies. 
Nikia* also sent home to Athens, asking for horse¬ 
men and money, and the people, without a word of 
rebuke, voted him all that he asked. A very instruc¬ 
tive debate took place in the assembly of Kamnrina, 
where envoys from both sides were heard. Hermo- 
krnt^s again preached Sicilian unity, and called on 
Kamarlna to help herself by helping Syracuse. The 
Athenians, he said, did not care for the Leontincs 
and their Ionian kindred. They only wanted do¬ 
minion, and they would treat Sikoliot allies just as 
they treated their allies nearer home. While they 
were talking in Sicily about the freedom of the 
Chalkidians, they were holding their metropolis 
Chalkis in bondage. Then the Athenian orator 
Euphfimos answered that the Athenians did every¬ 
where what suited their own interests. They made 
their allies subject or left them free, just as suited 
them. They had made some of their allies into 
subjects because it suited their interest to do so; 
others they had left free, for the same reason. In 
Sicily, at that distance, it was their interest to have 
free allies. It was not Athens, he said, but Syracuse, 
that threatened the freedom of anybody in Sicily. 
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The men of Kamarina were mostly inclined to 
Athens ; but it seemed safer to be neutral. So they 
voted that, as the Syracusans and Athenians were 
both their friends, they could not help either of them 
against the others. 

The Athenians also sought alliances among 
barbarians as well as among Greeks. Most of the 
Sikcls took their side, but not all. And their help 
was valuable, as supplying horsemen. Horsemen too 
came from Segesta. The Etruscans also, old enemies 
of Syracuse, sent some help. But nothing came of 
an Athenian embassy to Carthage. The Cartha¬ 
ginians, we may be sure, were already biding their 
time for their great attack on Greek Sicily. But 
they meant, whenever they made it, to make it for 
their own profit, and not to strengthen so dangerous 
a power as Athem 

But the most important embassy of all was that 
which the Syracusans sent to Corinth and Sparta. 
Corinth zealously took up the cause of her colony 
and pleaded for Syracuse at Spnrta. And at Sparta 
Corinth and Syracuse found a helper in the banished 
Athenian AlkibiadCs, who was now doing all that he 
could against Athens. He told them everything, true 
and false, about the wonderful schemes of Athens at 
the beginning of the war. He told the Spartans to 
occupy a fortress in Attica, which they soon after¬ 
wards did, and a great deal came of it. But he also 
told them to give vigorous help to Syracuse, and 
above all things to send a Spartan commander. The 
mere name of Sparta went for a great deal in those 
days; but no man could have been better chosen 
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than the Spartan who was sent. He was Gyiippo* 
the deliverer of Syracuse. He was more like an 
Athenian than a Spartan, quick and ready ol re¬ 
source, which few Spartans were. We shall see what 
he did presently ; but he had no chance of doing 
anything just yet. We must remember that at this 
stage Peloponnesian help to Syracuse has not yet 
come, but is making ready. 

And now at Inst, when the spring came (414) Nikias 
was driven to do something. lie had ngnin moved 
his headquarters from Naxos to KstanA. Money 
and horsemen had come from Athens, but their horses 
were to be found in Sicily. Meanwhile Lamachos— 
for it must have been he—planned an attack such ns 
he had doubtless meant from the beginning. It is very 
strange that the strong point called Euryalos at the 
western end of the hill of Kpipolai had never been 
fortified. Almost nt the same moment Hermokratfs 
determined to guard it and Lamachos to attack it. 
The Athenian ships now carried the army to a point 
in the bay of Megara as near as might be to the west 
end of the hill, and then took up its station at 
Thapsos. From the coast the Athenians marched 
with all speed and climbed up the hill. At that very 
moment HermokrntOs was holding a review of the 
Syracusan force in the meadows of the Anapos. He 
sent Coo men to guard Euryalos, not knowing that 
the enemy were already there. So first the Coo, and 
then the V-holc Syracusan force that followed, were 
driven back by the Athenians. The Athenians now 
occupied all that part of the hill which lay outside 
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the walls of Syracuse. They were joined by their 
horsemen, Greek and Sikcl, and after nearly a year, 
the siege of Syracuse really began. 

The object of the Athenians now was to build a 
wall across the hill and to carry it down to the sea 
on both sides. Syracuse would thus be hemmed in. 
The object of the Syracusans was to build a cross¬ 
wall of their own, which should hinder the Athenian 
wall from reaching the two points it aimed at. 
This they tried more than once ; but in vain. There 
were several fights on the hill, and at last there 
was a fight of more importance on the lower 
ground by the Great Harbour. The Athenian wall 
had been carried down the south side of the hill; 
it was carried across the low ground in the shape of a 
double line, and it had nearly reached the water. The 
Syracusans were doing all that they could to stop it 
by means of a counter-wall. The Atheniun army 
therefore went down, and a battle followed on the 
low ground by the Anapos. The Syracusans were 
defeated, as far as fighting went; but they gained far 
more than they lost. For Lamachos was killed, and 
with him all vigour passed away from the Athenian 
camp. At the same moment the Athenian fleet sailed 
into the Great Harbour, and a Syracusan attack on the 
Athenian works on the hill was defeated. Nikias 
remained in command of the invaders; but he was 
grievously sick, and for once in his life his head seems 
to have been turned by success. He finished the wall 
on the south side; but he neglected to finish it on 
the north side also, so that Syracuse was not really 
hemmed in. But the hearts of the Syracusans sank; 
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they grew wroth with Hermokratis and his colleagues 
and chose other generals. At last a party which had 
always been favourable to Athens prevailed so far 
that a day was appointed to discuss terms of sur¬ 
render. It was at this darkest moment of all that 
deliverance came. On the very day that had been 
fixed for the assembly, a Corinthian ship, under its 
captain Gongylos, sailed into the Little Harbour. 
He brought the news that other ships were on their 
way from Pcloponnfisos to the help of Syracuse, 
and, yet more, that a Spartan general was actually in 
Sicily, getting together a land force for the same end. 
As soon as the good news was heard, there was no 
more talk of surrender. That day was the turning- 
point of the whole war. 

It was as Gongylos said. The Peloponnesian fleet was 
not large, hardly twenty ships, nearly all from Corinth 
and her colonics. And they were somewhat slow in 
coming; but they were at last on their way. Gylippos 
at first heard that Syracuse was altogether hemmed 
in. He gave up all hope for Sicily, but he thought of 
saving the Dorian cities of Italy. Nikias heard of 
their coming; but he only sent four ships to watch, 
and they were too late. For presently Gylippos heard 
that the Athenian wall was not finished on the north 
side, and that it was still possible to get into Syracuse 
by way of the hill. So he bade the Corinthians go 
on to Syracuse by sea ; he himself sailed to Him era, 
and waited awhile, collecting troops, Greek and Sikcl. 
Himera, Gcla, and Sclinous all sent help. The Sikcl 
king Arch6nid6s of Herbita, the friend of Ducetius, 
had lately died. He had been a firm ally of Athens ; 
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bul now Gylippos was able to win a large Sikel force 
to his side. Nikias heard all this; but lie still loitered; 
the north wall was not carried to the brow of the hill. 
And one day the Athenian camp was startled by the 
appearance of a Lacedemonian herald, offering them 
a truce of five days, that they might get them out of 
Sicily with bag and baggage. 

Gylippos was now on the hill. Me of course did 
not expect that the Athenian army would really 
go away in five days. But it was a great thing 
to show both to the besiegers and to the 
Syracusans that the deliverer had come, and that 
deliverance was beginning. Nikias had kept such 
bad watch that Gylippos and his troops had come up 
the hill and the Syracusans had come out and met 
them, without his knowledge. The Spartan, ns a 
matter of course, took the command of the whole 
force ; lie offered bnttlc to the Athenians, which they 
refused ; he then entered the city. 

The very next day he began to carry out his 
scheme. This was to build a group of forts near the 
western end of the hill, and to join them to the city 
by a wall running cast and west, which would hinder 
the Athenians from ever finishing their wall to the 
north. Each side went on building, and some small 
actions took place. The Athenians also occupied the 
point called l’ISmmyrion on the south side of the mouth 
of the Great Harbour. This served them both to 
watch the mouth and to secure a better station for 
their ships. To meet this stroke, the Syracusans 
occupied Polichna, and constant .skirmishings went on 
between the two outposts. Gylippos too finished his 
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forts and wall, and cut off the Athcninns from all 
communication to the north. The whole stress of 
the war was now in the Great Harbour and the south 
side of the hill. 

Another winter (D.C. 414-413) " ow camc on > a "‘ l 
with it much sending of envoys. Gylippos went 
about Sicily collecting fresh troops. All the Dorian 
cities, save Akragas, which remained neutral, now gave 
help, Kamarina among them. The cause of Syracuse 
was felt to Ire the common cause. Envoys were sent 
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to Sparta and Corinth, and at last a considerable 
force from various parts of the Peloponnesian alliance 
was got ready. The main part was very long in 
coining ; but a few came more speedily ; among them 
a gallant band from Thespia in Iloidtia. 

Meanwhile Nikias wrote a letter to the Athenian 
people. This was an unusual step; hitherto he 
had sent only messages. He told the people that he 
wished them to know the exact truth, in how bad n 
ense the army and fleet were. The ships were worn 
out; the men were deserting; Gylippos had come into 
Syracuse, and by his wall-building the besiegers were 
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themselves more truly besieged. He did not say, 
perhaps lie did not fully understand, how completely 
all this was his own fault. But he asked to be relieved 
of his command on the ground of sickness and long 
service. And he told the people that they must 
choose between two things. They must either recall 
the fleet and army before Syracuse, or else they must 
send out another force quite equal to that which they 
had first sent out two years before. 

This letter came at a time when the Laccdormonian 
alliance had determined to renew the war with 
Athens, and when they were making everything ready 
for an invasion of Attica. To send out a new force 
to Sicily was simple madness. We hear nothing of 
the debates In the Athenian assembly, whether any 
one argued against going on with the Sicilian war, 
and whether any demagogue laid any blame on 
Nikias. But the assembly voted that a new force 
equal to the first should be sent out under Dimo- 
sthenfis, the best soldier In Athens, and Eurymeddn. 
The people refused to relieve Nikias of his command, 
but ordered two of his officers, Mcnandros and Euthy- 
d<?mos, to share it with him. Eurymedfin was sent 
out with this message, and with 120 talents in money; 
he then sailed back to join Dfmosthenis. 

At Syracuse, since the coming of Gylippos, Hermo- 
kratds, though no longer general, was again listened 
to as an adviser. He and Gylippos were now exhort¬ 
ing the Syracusans to attack the fleet of the besiegers 
before the new Athenian force came out. He told 
them that the Athenians had not always been strong 
by sea ; they had taken to it only at the time of the 
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Persian invasion; till then the Syracusans had had 
more to do with the sea than they. What the Athe¬ 
nians had done, the Syracusans might do also. And 
he said that the strength of the Athenians lay, not in 
their real power, but in their daring which frightened 
everybody. The Syracusans had only to meet them 
with equal daring. Thus stirred up, they made an 
attack on Plimmyrion by land and sea. At sea, after 
a hard fight, the Syracusans were defeated; but 
Gylippos took the Athenian forts on PICmmyrion, 
and the besieging fleet had now to go to the inner part 
of the harbour, to the small piece of coast between 
the two Athenian walls. Here they were pent up close 
to the Syracusan docks, and constant skirmishes went 
on. 

Meanwhile the Syracusans were strengthened by 
help both in Sicily and from Peloponn«sos. Their 
main object now was to strike a blow at the fleet of 
Nikias before the new force came. To this end the 
Corinthian officers taught them to make some changes 
in their naval tactics. The Athenian sailors did not 
think much of directly meeting an enemy’s ship beak 
to beak. Their skill lay mainly in skilful manoeuvres, 
sailing backwards and forwards, and attacking the 
enemy at any weak point. For this they had less 
room in the Great Harbour than in the open sea ; so 
the Corinthians taught the Syracusans to make their 
beaks very heavy and strong for the direct attack. 
So taught, and skilfully guided by the Corinthian 
Aristfin, the besiegers attacked the besieging camp by 
land and sea. In the second day’s fighting the Syra¬ 
cusans had the great delight of defeating the dreaded 
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Athenians on their own element. Their spirits rose 
high; Syracuse did indeed seem to be delivered. 

It had been just when the Syracusans were most 
downcast that they were cheered by the coining of 
the Corinthians and of Gylippos. And just now 
that their spirits were highest, they were dashed again 
by the coming of Demosthenes and Eurymcd6n. 
A fleet as great as the first, seventy-five ships, 
carrying 5,000 heavy-armed and a crowd of light 
troops of every kind, sailed into the Great Harbour 
with all warlike pomp. The Peloponnesians were 
already in Attica j they had planted a Pelopon¬ 
nesian garrison there, which brought Athens to 
great straits; but the fleet was sent out to Syra¬ 
cuse all the same. Demosthenes knew what to do as 
well as Ijimachos had known. He saw that there 
was nothing to be done but to try one great blow, 
and, if that failed, to take the fleet home again. The 
worst thing of all for the Athenians was the wall that 
Gylippos had built along the hill from west to enst. 
Demosthenes first attacked it from the south side, but 
in vain. His next plan was to march all round the west 
end of the hill, and climb up by night at the point on 
the north side where the Athenians had gone up first 
of all. Demosthenes, Mcnandros, and Eurymeddn, 
leaving Nikias in the camp, set out with provisions 
for five days, with masons and carpenters and all that 
was wanted, and marched round to the north side of 
Epipolai. The attack was at first successful, and the 
Athenians took two of the Syracusan forts. But 
the Thespian allies of Syracuse stood their ground. 
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and drove the assailants back. Utter confusion fol¬ 
lowed. The moon gave light enough to see, but not 
to tell friend from foe. The watchword got known, 
and as there were Dorian Greeks, using the same war- 
cry, on both sides, the Athenians did not know Argeinn 
friends from Corinthian enemies. At last the Athe¬ 
nians were driven over the hill-side, and many died 
by leaping or falling from the cliffs. The soldiers 
who had come first with Nikias, and who knew the 
country, for'the most part escaped to the camp; the 
new comers lost their way, and were cut down in the 
morning by Syracusan horsemen. 

The last chance was now lost, and D«mosthcn<s 
was eager to go home. But Nikias would stay on ; 
he said that he knew from his friends in Syracuse 
that the Syracusans were worse off than they were. 
He would not even agree when DtmosthenAs and 
liurymeddn prayed him to move the camp to Thapsos 
or Katantf. But when sickness grew in the camp, 
when fresh help from Sicily and the great body of the 
allies from Pcloponnfisos came in to Syracuse, he at 
last agreed to go. Just at that moment the moon 
was eclipsed. Few men then knew what an eclipse 
of the moon really was, and Nikias and his army 
were frightened at it as a warning against start¬ 
ing. Nikias consulted his soothsayers, and he gave 
out that they must stay twenty-nine days, another 
full revolution of the moon. 

This resolve was the destruction of the besieging 
army. The object of Gylippos and the Syracusans 
now was to destroy the enemy in the harbour, lest they 
should get out and carry on the war from some other 
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point. An attack was made by land and sea. The 
land attack was beaten back, chiefly by the Etruscan 
allies of Athens; but by sea the Syracusans had the 
better, and Eurymeddn was killed. The hopes and 
spirits of the Syracusans grew higher than ever. 
They fully felt the greatness of their position, as the 
centre of the war which divided all Greece, with so 
many allies on their side, their mother-city Corinth, 
and the great name of Sparta herself. In the eyes 
of most Greeks at the time, Athens was the enemy 
of independence everywhere; let them destroy the 
armament now before Syracuse, and the enemy would 
be so weakened as to be no longer dangerous. The 
Athenians, on their side, had given up all hope of 
taking Syracuse; their only hope was to get home 
with as little dnmngc ns might be, and help their own 
city which was now so hardly pressed. It was felt on 
both sides that all would turn on one more fight by sea, 
the Athenians striving to get out of the harbour, and 
the Syracusans striving to keep them in it. 

The Syracusans now blocked up the mouth of the 
harbour by mooring vessels across it. The Athenians 
left their position on the hill, a sign that the siege was 
over, and brought their whole force down to the shore. 
It was no time now for any skilful manauvres; the 
chief thing was to make the sea-fight as much as 
might be like a land-fight, a strange need for 
Athenians. New devices were devised on each side. 
The Athenians tried grappling irons, called iron hands; 
the Syracusans covered their prows with leather to 
escape their grasp. Nikias, at his best now things 
were at the worst, went round exhorting all ’the 
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Athenian captains. He stayed on shore with the land 
force, while the other generals went on board, 

Tho last fight now began, 110 Athenian ships 
against 80 of the Syracusans and their allies. Never 
before did so many ships meet in so small a space. 
The Syracusans had the great advantage of having 
the whole shore open to them, while the Athenians 
had only the small space between their walls. The 
Athenian ships sailed straight for the mouth of the 
harbour ; the Syracusans attacked them from all 
sides. The fight was long and confused ; at last the 
Athenians gave way and fled to’the shore. The 
battle nnd the Invasion were over. Syracuse was not 
only saved ; she had begun to take vengeance on her 
enemies. 

But there were still 40,000 men in the Athenian 
comp, and Hcrmokrntis feared that they might gain 
some friendly point, Greek orSikcl, and might still be 
dangerous. But these 40,000 men were utterly broken 
in spirit; even the devout Nikios did not ask for the 
bodies of the dead. The men positively refused, when 
Dimosthcnfis wished them to try one more chance by 
sea. There was therefore nothing for them to do but to 
seek some place of safety by land ; nnd it was the 
object of Gylippos and Hcrmokratis to hinder them 
from so doing. But the day was a high day, a feast 
of HJraklis, and in the maddening joy of the great 
deliverance men would not turn out to do any more 
work at least till the morrow. Hermokratis therefore 
sent a false message, in the name of Nikias’ friends in 
Syracuse, saying that the roads were already stopped, 
and it was in vain to set out that night. By this 
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means Gylippos found time to stop all the roads, 
bridges, and passes. 

The Athenians waited one day, and then set out, 
hoping to make their way to some safe place among 
the friendly Sikcls in the inland country. The sick 
had to be left behind, and the horsemen and heavy- 
armed had to carry their own provisions, for their slaves 
had all run away. In this strait Nikias, sick and 
weak as he was, did all that he could to maintain 
order and to keep up the spirits of his men. They 
marched along, but very slowly, as the Syracusan 
horsemen nnd dnrtcr* harassed them at every step. 
It seldom came to hand to hand fighting. When It 
did, the Athenians still had the advantage. Hut when 
they got into a narrow nnd stony gorge which led to 
their first point, a gorgo just beyond the present town 
of Floridia, they found it impossible to get on, because 
of the darters above and the heavy-armed who stopped 
the pass. On the sixth day, after frightful toil, they 
determined to change their course. They would now 
strike into the road to Ilcldron and march nearer the 
coast, till they could reach the inland country by 
going up the bed of one of the rivers. They Imped 
to find Sikcl allies at the first of them, the Kakyparis 
or Cassibilc. 

They set out in two divisions, that of Nikias going 
first. Much better order was kept in the front 
division, and by the time Nikias reached the river, 
Dimosthenfis was six miles behind. But instead of 
Sikcl friends, the banks were guarded by Syracusan 
enemies. The Athenians drove them off, their last 
success in the war. But they did not now think of 
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trying the bed of the Kakyparis, but rather of some 
stream further on. They halted for the night by 
another stream, the Erineos. And in the morning a 
Syracusan force came up with the frightful news that 
the whole division of Dfimosthenis were prisoners. 
They called on Nikias to surrender also. A truce was 
made for Nikias to send a horseman to find out the 
truth, and he came back to say that the Syracusans 
had overtaken the division of Dimosthcnfs.in a diffi¬ 
cult piece of ground, and had by many harassing 
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attacks brought them to surrender. Dimosthenfis 
made no terms for himself, but the Syracusans 
promised that of the 6,000 men that he had left none 
should be put to death cither at once or by lack of 
food or intolerable bonds. They now called on Nikias 
to do the like. This he refused, but he proposed to 
Gylippos that the Athenian army that was left should 
be allowed to go free out of Sicily on condition of 
Athens repaying to Syracuse all the costs of the war, 
and leaving citizen hostages till the money was paid. 
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This was refused; the Athenians tried in vain to 
escape in the night. The next morning they set out, 
harassed as before, and driven wild by intolerable 
thirst. They at last reached the river Assinaros, 
which runs by the present town of Noto.. There was 
the end. 

The Athenians had doubtless meant logo up the bed 
of the river, and they did not expect to find so distant 
n stream guarded by Syracusan troops. But so it 
was. Yet the Athenians were so maddened by thirst 
that, though men were falling under the darts and the 
water was getting muddy and bloody, they thought 
of nothing but drinking. Then n body of Pelo¬ 
ponnesians were sent down to slay them in the river 
bed. Nikias then prayed Gylippos to deal with him 
as he pleased, but to spare the slaughter of his men. 
No further terms were made ; most of the horsmen 
contrived to cut their way out; the rest were made 
prisoners. Most of them were embezzled by Syra¬ 
cusans as their private slaves; but about 7,000 
men out of the two divisions were led prisoners 
into Syracuse. They were shut up in the stone- 
quarries, with no further heed than to give each man 
daily half a slave’s allowance of food and drink. 
Many died ; many were sold ; some escaped, or were 
set free; the rest were after a while taken out of the 
quarries and set to work. The generals had made no 
terms for themselves. Hermokratfis wished to keep 
them as hostages against future Athenian attempts 
against Sicily. Gylippos wished to take them in 
triumph to Sparta. The Corinthians were for putting 
them to death ; and so it was done. 
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So ended the Athenian invasion of Sicily, the 
greatest attempt ever made by Greeks against Greeks, 
and that which came to the most utter failure. It is 
wonderful that Athens could bear up as she did for 
several years after such frightful loss. In Sicily war 
still went on between Syracuse and the Chalkidians 
in the island; but the most notable result was 
that Syracuse and Sclinous now repaid the help that 
they had received from Corinth and the whole Pelo¬ 
ponnesian alliance by sending ships to serve against 
Athens (AC. 412) Hermokratis and the Syracusans 
won special credit by their conduct in the war that 
was waging along the coast of Asia. The Spartans 
had now joined in nn alliance against Athens with 
the Persian king Darius and his satrap Tissa- 
phcrncs. They took pay from the barbarian and 
acknowledged him ns master of all the Greek 
cities of Asia. Hermokrntis did not directly refuse 
the alliance; but he withstood the satrap when he 
tried to cut down the men’s pay, while the bribed 
Spartan officers connived at it. And when the people 
of Mititos pulled down the castle which Tissa phcrncs 
had built in their city, the Spartan commanders bade 
them be quiet and serve the King; but Hcrmokralfis 
and the Syracusans stood their friends. The Sikcliot 
contingent was foremost in every battle, and they won 
themselves favour everywhere by their good conduct. 
Hut Hcrmokralis naturally drew on himself the bitter 
hatred of the satrap Tissaphcrocs. 

Meanwhile party strife was going on at Syracuse. 
There, just as at Athens after the driving back of the 
Persians, the tendency of deliverance and victory was 
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to make things more democratic. A popular leader 
named Dioklfis had now the chief influence at 
Syracuse, and he is said to have drawn up a new 
code of laws. He was of course opposed to 
HermokraMs, and it was doubtless through him that 
(U.C. 409) a decree was passed deposing and banishing 
both him and the other generals who were in command 
in the /Egman. This seems to us very unjust; but it is 
only fair to remember that the Sikcliot ships had been 
sent in the hope of a speedy overthrow of the power of 
Athens by the joint force of PcloponnCsos and Sicily. 
Nothing of the kind had happened, and there was 
doubtless sore disappointment at home. When the 
decree came out, the officers and seamen wished 
Hermokratfis and his colleagues to keep thcircoininand 
In defiance of the orders from home. Hut they told 
their men to submit to the decree of the common- 
wealth, and consented only to keep the command till 
their successors came out. Then they withdrew. 
Many of the officers swore that, when they got back 
to Syracuse, they would do all that they could to 
bring about the restoration of Hermokratfis and his 
colleagues. But he himself took other means to the 
same end which showed that the suspicions ngainst 
him at home were not wholly without ground. Hated 
by Tissaphcrncs, he was on good terms with the rival 
satrap Pharnabaaos, and from him he received a 
large sum of money to bring about his return to 
Syracuse how he could. 

Meanwhile the Sikcliots in the JEgxan were able 
to show that they could do good service even without 
HcrmokratCs. They still kept up their character for 
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bravery and good conduct. A strange adventure 
happened to some of them who were taken prisoners 
by the Athenians. They too were shut up in stone- 
quarries, to avenge the sufferings of the Athenians at 
Syracuse. Rut they contrived to dig their way out 
through the rock. Presently all the forces of Sicily 
were needed elsewhere. While the men of Scllnous 
were warring on the coast of Asia, news came out that 
Selinoui was no longer a city. The Sikcliots presently 
sailed back, being able to do the Peloponnesian cause 
one last service on the way. They helped to win 
back for Sparta the fort of l’ylos, which Dfimosthcnf* 
had set up on Laccdtcmonian ground in one of the 
earlier expeditions against Sicily. That was the last 
Sikeliot exploit in the eastern seas. There was 
reason indeed to call for every ship and every man 
of Greek Sicily for work in his own Island. The 
news that had come from Sclinous was true. A 
more frightful blow than the Athenian invasion 
threatened every Greek city in Sicily. The second 
Carthaginian invasion had begun. 
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Carthage had been quiet, as far as concerned 
Sicily, all through the Athenian war. The schemes 
of Athens had threatened her; but nothing had 
come of the proposal of Hcrmokratis to seek 
Carthaginian help for Syracuse. After the defeat of 
the Athenians, there seems to have been perfect 
peace between Greeks and Phoenicians in Sicily. 
But two local wars were going on at the two ends of 
the island, out of one of which much was to come. 
The Athenian war was in a manner continued in the 
warfare which Syracuse was carrying on without 
much zeal against the allies of Athens, Katanfi and 
Naxos. And in western Sicily the story of the 
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causes which led to the Athenian invasion were 
acting over again. Scgcsta and Sclinous were still 
fighting on their borders, greatly to the advantage of 
Sclinous. It was no use now for Scgcsta to ask help 
at Athens. Help was sought at Carthage, and, after 
some debates in the Carthaginian senate, it was 
granted. Scgcsta professed herself a dependent ally 
of Carthage. 

The man at Carthage who was most eager for war 
was the Shophet Hannibal son of Giskon, grandson 
of Ilamilkar who died at Himera. He could have had 
no spite against Sclinous. In that town there was a 
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party friendly to Carthage, and his father, banished 
from Carthage, had found shelter there. Rut the one 
passion of his soul was to avenge his grandfather. 
He hated all Greeks, specially those of Ilimcra. 
Heing made general with full powers, he first sent 
over a body of Africans, and took into pay another 
body of Campanians, who had been hired for the 
Athenian service, but had come too late. Had they 
been wandering about Sicily all this time? Hannibal 
contrived by subtle diplomacy to make Syracuse 
neutral; yet, when the Sclinuntincs asked for Syra¬ 
cusan help, it was voted, but not sent. But the 
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dread of Syracuse caused Segesta to crave for 
further help from Carthage, and in the spring of the 
year li.c. 409, help came indeed. 

Hannibal spent the winter in bringing together a 
vast army from all parts. Two things are to be 
noticed about it. A large body of Carthaginians 
gave their personal service, and Hannibal somewhere 
found Greeks who were not ashamed to take his pay 
against their brethren. With 60 triremes and 1,500 
other vessels of all kinds, carrying 4,000 horsemen 
and all kinds of military engines, he sailed from Car¬ 
thage to Lllybaion. He then left his ships at Motys, 
and marched straight upon Sclinoua. The news of 
his landing was brought to Sclinous before he got 
there, or the city might have been taken unawares. 
As it was, there was no time to make ready for a 
siege. The Sclinuntincs were rich and prosperous; 
they feared their Segestan enemies so little that they 
had let their defences go out of repair. They were 
busy building the greatest of the temples which we 
now see in ruin 9 , and Hannibal's coming kept them 
from ever finishing it. He advanced from the west; 
he took the Sclinuntinc outpost of Mazara; and he 
seems to have encamped on the western hill of 
Sclinous. He then brought up his men and his 
engines, and attacked the central hill, the hill of the 
akropolis. Horsemen were sent to ask for help 
from Akragas and Syracuse, but the men of both 
cities were slow to march. Sclinous, left alone, held 
out, we arc told, for nine days of constant fighting. 
At last the Iberians made their way in ; the rest 
followed ; a general massacre took place for a while; 
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but some men escaped, and many women and 
children were spared as slaves. No such blow had 
ever before fallen on any Greek city of Sicily. 

Those who escaped found a kindly shelter at 
Akragas. And presently a body of 3,000 Syracusans 
under Diokl&t came, too late for any fighting. But 
Dioklfis and Empedidn, the chief friend of Carthage 
at Sclinous, who was among the refugees, made some 
kind of terms with Hannibal. Sclinous ceased to 
exist as a city, even ns a dependent city. It became 
part of the dominion of Carthage. Its walls were 
slighted; but the remnant who had escaped to 
Akragns were allowed to go back to the site. But 
it docs not appear that Hannibal wrought any greater 
damage than was needed for his purpose*. The 
destruction of the temples was clearly not his doing, 
but the work of an earthquake. But he had done 
all that his Segestan allies could have asked for. 
They would never again be threatened by the 
Sclinuntinca. 

Hannibal had now seemingly done all that his 
commission from Carthage bade him do. But he 
had a further errand of his own ; ho came to avenge 
the death of his grandfather Hamilkar. Ilimcra 
was not to be let off so easily as Sclinous. There 
neither men nor stones were to be spared. With his 
whole force, strengthened by some Sikans and Sikcls 
who had joined him, he marched on Himera, and 
attacked the town with his engines, and also with 
mines. The men of Himera bore up stoutly for the 
first day. At night help came. The force which 
DiokKJs had led to Akragas had now grown to 5,000 
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and others were dropping in. A battle was fought 
beneath the walls, in which first the Greeks and then 
the barbarians had the better. At this moment, the 
Sikeliot fleet coming back from Asia, which had 
doubtless received orders on its voyage, came in sight 
of Ilimcra. Then Hannibal cunningly spread abroad 
a false report that he was going to leave Ilimcra, 
to march to Motya, to go on board his fleet, and to 
sail straight for Syracuse. Both Dioklfis and the 
officer* of the fleet fell into this trap ; they thought 
their first duty was to save Syracuse. Dioklte 
marched back to Syracuse in such haste as to forget 
the sacred duty of burying the dead. Himcra was to 
be forsaken ; its inhabitants were to be taken by the 
ships in two parties to Mcsaana. One party was 
taken safely j the rest kept up the defence for one 
day. The next morning, just as the ships came 
within sight to save the second party, the barbarians 
broke into the city, and all was over. 

And now Hannibal had his own work to da A 
massacre of course began ; but a mere massacre was 
not what he wanted. He gave the spoil to his 
soldiers; the women and children were made slaves. 
Then all the men who were left, about 3,000, were 
taken to the place where Hamilkar had died. There 
they were insulted, tortured, and at last put to death 
as an offering to the ghost of Hamilkar. The walls 
of Himcra were broken down ; the temples were 
plundered and burned ; the city, in short, was swept 
away. To this day there arc mighty ruins at 
Sclinous ; but the hill of Himcra stands empty. 

So did Hannibal, with a mighty sacrifice, avenge 
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the death of his grandfather. He had cut Hellas 
short by two of her cities, and went back to Carthage 
with all honour. 

And now we hear again of Hermokralfo He had 
two objects, to bring about his own recall at Syracuse, 
and to do something for the Greek cause in Sicily. 
With the money that l’harnabar.os had given him, 
he built five triremes; he hired mercenaries; volun¬ 
teers joined him; and at the head of 2,000 men he 
marched to Syracuse. Hut the people were afraid of 
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him and would not vote his recall, and lie did not 
wish to use force. He then thought of doing some 
exploit which should win him favour. With no com¬ 
mission from any commonwealth, he made war on the 
Carthaginians on his own account. He occupied the 
akropolis of Sclinous, and rebuilt the wall, where his 
work is still to be seen. Men flocked to help him, 
and, with 6,000 men, he did what no Greek had done 
before, what no Greek since Dorieus had tried to do. 
He marched into the very heart of the Carthaginian 
territory. The men of Motya were driven back into 
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their island. He then went where no Greek soldier 
had ever been, into the land of Panormo®, where he 
won battles and gathered the rich fruits of the Golden 
Shell. Pyrrhos, Atilius.and Robert'Wiscard,all learned 
the way from Hcrmokrat&i of Syracuse. After this, 
many at Syracuse wished to recall him ; but the vote 
could not be carried. He then made up his mind to 
do something which would still more strongly work 
on Syracusan feeling. He marched to Hirncra; he 
took up the bones of the men whom Dioklfis had left 
unburied, and took them to Syracuse. The dead at 
last received their honours, and Diokk's was banished; 
but Hermokratfis was not recalled. 

Now at last he determined to use force. And well 
would it have been for Syracuse if he had come in, 
even as tyrant. As it was, he contrived to enter the 
city with a small party of Syracusans only ; but the 
people withstood him and he was killed in the agon. 
Most of his followers were killed or banished. A few 
only escaped, those who were wounded and taken for 
dead. Among these was a memorable man indeed, 
Dionysios, son of another Hermokratto. We should 
hardly have looked to find him in the following of 
HermokraKs son of Hermfln. For the dangerous 
point of Hermokratts was that he was thought to be 
disloyal to the democratic constitution. No one 
doubted that he sought, first of all, the independence 
and greatness of Syracuse and then the independence 
and well-being of all the Greek cities. Dionysios 
professed attachment to democracy, but only as a 
means of getting power for himself. 

About this time a new town was founded, which 
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came in some sort to represent the fallen Himcra. 
At the Baths of Himera the Carthaginians planted a 
colony of Phcenicians and Africans. But it somehow 
came again into Greek hands; so that the effect of 
the destruction of Himcra was that a new town, a 
Greek town, though a dependency of Carthage, arose 
nearer to the Phoenician strongholds than Himcra 
had been. Its name in Greek was Thtrma Himeraia, 
and it still keeps the name of Termini, and has still its 
hot baths. Its people arc often spoken of as men of 
Himcra. 

No one doubted that a general Carthaginian attack 
on the Greek cities of Sicily would come before long. 
And those cities, fewer by two than they had been, 
were making every preparation. Syracuse got her 
licet ready, and found help in Italy and other quarter* 
Akragas, expecting to be attacked first, strengthened 
herself in every way, hiring mercenaries and getting 
a I-accdarmonian commander named Dcxippos, who 
men hoped would be another Gylippos. Meanwhile 
Hannibal was ordered to lead nnothcr host against 
the Greeks. He had done his own work; he asked 
to be let off on the ground of age ; but he had to go, 
only with his kinsman Himilkin as a colleague. The 
two set forth with a thousand ships of all kinds, 
and an army of the usual kind, reckoned at 100,000— 
some said three times as many. 

The point aimed at was Akragas but the Syracusan 
fleet was afloat, and began the war with a successful 
fight off the western coast. Then came the great 
siege of Akragas. Hannibal pitched his camp on the 





SIBOP. OF AKRAGAS. 


149 


right bank of the Hyp***, near tire south-west comer 
of the city, and planted a detachment on the heights 
on the left bank of the river Akragas to watch against 
any help that might come from Gcla and the other 
cities to the cast. Then he called on the men of 
Akragas to make peace with Carthage, and to join 
him against the other cities. When they refused, the 
siege began in the ravine west of the city. The 
Carthaginians destroyed the tombs of Thfirdn and 
others. Presently a plague fell on them, of which 
Hannibal died, ami which men looked on ns the 
punishment of his sacrilege. Hut when Himilkdn 
satisfied the conscience of the army by burning his 
son to Moloch, they took heart ngain. 

Meanwhile the Syracusan general Daphnaios was 
leading 30,000 men from Syracuse, Gcla, Kamnrlna. 
and other cities, to the help of Akragas. The dc- 
tnehment on the heights came down to meet them, 
but they were defeated and driven to their main 
comp, and the allies took their post on the hill. Then 
the Akragantincs called on Dexippos and their own 
generals to lead them out to battle, which they would 
not do. The people then streamed out of the city, 
and held an Irregular military assembly, in which the 
allies seemed to have joined. Everybody believed 
that Dexippos and the Akragantinc generals had 
been bribed. A tumult broke out; fear of Sparta 
protected Dexippos ; but the Akragantinc generals 
were attacked. Four out of five were stoned, and 
others were chosen in their place. Daphnaios now took 
the lead. He shrank from attacking the Carthaginian 
camp; but he cut off its supplies. Hut when Himil- 
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kfln brought his fleet from the west and cut off the 
corn-ships that were bringing food from Syracuse, the 
cry of bribery arose again, and now reached both 
Dcxippos and the Syracusan officers. For one 
reason or another, all the allies marched off, and left 
Akragas to its fate. 

Akragas, it must be remembered, was the second 
Greek city in Sicily in point of power, and perhaps 
the first in wealth and splendour. It was full of rich 
and bountiful mcn.and of noble buildings, among which 
the great temple of Olympian Zeus in the lower part 
of the city was fast drawing to perfection. Sud¬ 
denly the Akragantinc generals gave out that there 
was not food enough to go on, that the defence was 
to be given up, and the city itself forsaken. As many 
as 40,000 men, women, and children, many of them 
used to every luxury, had suddenly to leave every¬ 
thing and seek new homes. All who could not under¬ 
take the journey, the old and sick, were left behind. 
Some too would not go. among them Gcllias, the 
richest and moet bountiful man in Akragas, who 
sought refuge in the temple of Ath 4 n< on the akropolis. 
The flight was by night. Next morning the bar¬ 
barians broke in, and slew and plundered. Gellias 
and his friends set fire to the temple and died in the 
flames. Himilkdn kept the town as winter-quarters 
for his army. He sent much spoil to Carthage, 
specially pictures and statues, for the Carthaginians 
had learned to value Greek art. So, after an eight 
months’ siege, Akragas had fallen, though not so 
utterly as Selinous and Himcra. 

The alarm tras great everywhere. The Akragan- 
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tine refugees went to Syracuse, and accused the 
Syracusan generals of treason. They were strongly 
supported by Dionysios, who had so strangely escaped 
when Hermokratfis was killed, and who had since 
made himself a name by good service before Akragas. 
In his speech he In some way broke the rules of the 
assembly, and the magistrates fined him. Hut a rich 
man, Philiatoi by name, paid the fine, and told him 
to go on ; as often ns the magistrates fined him, so often 
he would pay the fine for him. The people listened to 
Dionysios, and passed a vote, deposing the generals 
and choosing others, of whom Dionysios was one. 
PhilUto* was for a long while a firm friend of Diony. 
sios, and he was one of the chief writers of Sicilian 
history. Unhappily we have only fragment* of his 
writings. 

Thus in the year B.C. 406, Dionysios took the first 
step towards making himself tyrant. The assembly 
now listened to him, and voted what he pleased. The 
Syracusans recalled the exiles, that is the friends of 
Hermokratis, and found quarter* at Lcnntinol for 
the refugees from Akragas. Two sets of people were 
thus attached to Dionysios. livery one now expected 
that the next attack of the Carthaginians would Ik 
on Gel a. There was a Syracusan force there under 
Dexippos. But the Gcloans asked for more help, and 
another body was sent under Dionysios. He threw 
himself into the political disputes of the city ; he 
stirred up the popular party against the oligarchs, 
and procured the condemnation to death of the 
Gcloan generals. Out of their confiscated goods he 
gave the soldiers double pay, thereby gaining more 
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partisans. Then he went back to Syracuse to say 
that Himilkdn had tried to bribe all the Syracusan 
generals, and that he alone had refused the bribe. A 
vote was then passed, in the year B.C. 4 <> 5 . to depose 
the other generals and make Dionysios general with 
full powers. This was in itself a legal office. It did 
not mean that its holder was set above the laws, but 
only that, as a military commander, he could use 
his own discretion, without consulting colleagues or 
waiting for orders from home. Hut it was a power 
open to abuse, and, in the hands of Dionysios, it was 
only n second step towards the tyranny. He still 
wanted the body-guard. lie did not venture to ask 
for it In Syracuse ; so he marched to Lcontinol 
at the head of all the men under forty. There he 
held an irregular military assembly, and told them 
how traitors had sought to slay him. Then they 
voted him a guard of <S00 men, which he presently 
raised to 1,000. lie then dismissed and appointed 
officers as he pleased, and specially sent away 
Dexippos. 

Dionysios now was tyrant. He had abused his 
legal office of general to win for himself n power 
beyond the law. He was now able to act as he 
pleased. He could hold assemblies, and men, under 
fear of his mercenaries, voted as he bade them. Thus 
Daphnaios and another of the deposed generals were 
put to death by what we should call a bill of attainder. 
Dionysios began to give himself something of the 
airs of a further prince. He married the daughter of 
his old captain Hcrmokrati-s. Hut as yet he had no 
strong castle ; lie lived in a house near the docks. 
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Meanwhile Gcla, which he had been sent to defend, 
was besieged by Himilkdn. On n hill outside the 
city was a famous temple and statue of Apoll&n. The 
Carthaginians, worshippers of their own Baalim and 
Ashtoroth, made war on the gods as well as the men 
of Greece, and they sent Apolldn as a captive to their 
metropolis at Tyre. There he was heard of again 
seventy years later, when the Macedonian Alexander 
besieged Tyre. The men of Gcla made ready for 
the defence. It was proposed that the women and 
children should be sent to Syracuse ; but the women 
prayed that they might stay and share the fate of 
their husbands. Dionyslos came to their help with a 
great force by land and sea, horse and foot, Sikeliot, 
Italiot, and mercenary. But he tarried so long on the 
road ns to give great suspicion. And when he reached 
Gcla and made an elaborate plan for nttack on the 
Punic camp, the different divisions failed to act In 
concert, and the division which he himself commanded 
did nothing at all. Still greater suspicion was now 
awakened, and most of all when he gave out that 
Gcla must be forsaken, and that its inhabitants must 
get to Syracuse how they could. And on the road 
he did the like by Knmarinn. Not a Greek city was 
left along the whole southern coast of Sicily. 

On the road indignation burst forth. The horse¬ 
men, the rich men of Syracuse, took the lead. They 
rode to the city with all speed, so as to be there 
before the tyrant could follow. They entered by the 
gatc.no one suspecting them; but they disgraced a good 
cause by going to Dionysios’ house and shamefully 
maltreating his wife, the daughter of HermokratOs. 
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It docs not seem that the people in general took their 
side ; they had not made a good beginning, and men 
may have thought that an oligarchy would be worse 
than the tyranny. Presently Dionysios was at the 
gate, which he found shut against him. Hut he made 
his way in by burning the gate with n great heap of 
tall reeds. Me then slew and banished as he thought 
good, and was fully master of Syracuse. Some of the 
horsemen escaped to Inessa or /Etna. And the 
refugees from Gcla and Kamarina were afraid to enter 
Syracuse and joined the Akragantincs at Lcontinoi. 
Two settlements of Dionysios' enemies were thus 
formed. 

There can be no doubt that the suspicion against 
Dionysios was perfectly true. Me who had com¬ 
plained so bitterly of the other general* had, even if 
his complaint* were true, done worse than they. He 
had betrayed everything, including two Greek cities, 
to the barbarians. This at first seems strnngc, as in 
after times Dionysios was ns rcndy as GclAn to make 
himself the champion of Hellas. Hut the mnttcr 
became clear by the treaty which he presently made 
with HimilkAn. They two settled the fate of Sicily, 
and that on terms most of which must have been most 
galling to Dionysios, or to any Syracusan. Syracuse 
was cut short and hampered in every way,and Carthage 
was in every way strengthened. Carthage was to keep 
her old Phoenician dependencies, as also the Sikans, 
Sclinous, Akragas, and the new town of Therma, as 
her immediate subjects. Gcla and Kamarina were to 
be unwalled towns, paying tribute. Thus Carthage 
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got the dominion of the whole south coast and an 
enlarged territory on the north. On the other hand, 
the Sikcls were to be free; so was Messana ; and 
Lcontinoi, with its mixed population, was to be again 
a separate commonwealth independent of Syracuse. 
Syracuse was thus quite hemmed in with no means of 
advance in any way. But the price of all this was that 
Carthage gave Dionysios a guaranty of his dominion 
over Syracuse, of which one would like to see the 
exact words. It is plain that what Dionysios wanted 
was to hnvc the support of Carthage till he had 
fully established his own power at home. Then he 
would cast the treaty aside, and win, for Syracuse 
and for himself, all that had been set free or given up 
to Carthage. And to a great extent he did so. 
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THE TYRANNY OF DIONYSIOS. 
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(Tl»e main authority for the reign o/ Dlonyiloe li mil the narrative of 
DIodAtoa. Thli part of hi* work I* of my different degrees of value. 
Some peit* are very gor»I and full, evidently reproducing older wilier*. 
Inrjtely PhJIUto*. In other part* ho I* very meagre and confused, anil 
toward* (he end of the tyTant , i life ho tell* ill very llule. We have alio 
a llule really contemporary matter from two Attic writer*, tho oratr* 
l.yalaa anil the (aniphlelcer Itoktalfa. Ttere M nl*o a aerie* of letter* 
attributed to the phlkxuphcr Mato, dealing largely with Syracrtwm 
affair*, beginning In Diooyuloa' time. There I* no rcaron to Ihlnk they 
were really written by Plato | lot tliey were meat likely written by 
»ome one of hi* kIiooI not long after | to they may well give tt* Plato** 
view, of thing*. Plutarch'* Life of D^n alrobegin, in Dlonyalor* time. 
The fame of ihu tyrant wn* >0 great that the reference* to him and 
Mortcr atiout him In later writer* are cmlleu, alitkmt equal to tlioae 
aluut I'hnlan*. And wo begin to have »ome documentary evidence, in 
the form of Attic inacription* with tfeeiee* in honour of Dionyiioa. Hut 
we unluckily have no doenmema from Sytocuic of hi* age.) 


DlONVSIOS was now tyrant of Syracuse, and he 
remained so for the rest of his life. Several attempts 
were made to get rid of him ; but he kept his power 
for thirty-eight years, and he handed it on to his son. 
He knew how to keep power. lie stuck at no cruelty 
or treachery that could serve his purposes, but he 
docs not seem to have taken any pleasure in wanton 
i*S 
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oppression, and he strictly kept himself from the 
kinds of excess which overthrew many tyrants. As 
a ruler, he established a greater power than had ever 
been seen before in the Greek world. Me was never 
lord of all Sicily; but he came nearer to being such 
than any man had ever done before, and his power 
reached far beyond Sicily. Syracuse he made nt 
once the head of a great dominion, and in itself 
the greatest city of Hellas and of Europe, And his 
reign marks an epoch in the history of the world. He 
was the beginner of many things which were carried 
out more fully by the Macedonian kings. With him 
begins n wider and more complicated world than that 
of the separate Greek commonwealths, a world more 
like the modern world, with political powers of 
various kinds side by side. And his reign marks a 
great ndvnncc In the military art, both In the inven¬ 
tion of engines of war and in the use of different 
kinds of troops in concert. He Is nt his best In his 
wars with Carthage. He Is nt his worst when he 
destroys Greek cities or peoples them with barbarian 
mercenaries. These were chiefly Italians, the fore¬ 
shadowing of a time when Sicily was to pass under 
the dominion of nn Italian city. His long reign 
covers a great space in Greek history. Whch he 
began, the Peloponnesian war was not yet ended ; 
when he died, Philip of Macedon was growing up. 

With Carthage he waged four wars, which enable us 
to part his reign into periods. During the first period, 
of eight years (405-397)- ,1C «•** strengthening his 
power in Syracuse and Sicily generally. He kept 
peace with Carthage ; but he was evidently waiting 
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till he could throw aside the galling treaty. His first 
act was to build a strong place for his own defence. 
To this end he turned the whole Island of Syracuse 
into a fortress. He built a new wall between it and 
the mainland; he built a strong castle on the 
isthmus and another at the extreme point of the 
Island. The former was his own dwelling. These 
strongholds he filled with mercenaries, and he allowed 
no one but his most trusted friends to live in the 
Island. The Island thus held the same place as the 
nlropolis in other cities, and it is often, though incor¬ 
rectly, so called. Men said tlujt he had bound 
Syracuse down with chains of adamant. 

He first broke the treaty by n Sikcl war (404-403), 
which nearly brought about his overthrow. He 
marched against the Sikcl town of Herbessus; but 
now that the Syracusans had arms in their hands, a 
large hotly revolted and made a league with the horse¬ 
men at /Etna. Dionysios gave up the siege of Herbes¬ 
sus; he went back to Syracuse, and there was 
besieged by the rcvoltcrs. It was as in the time of 
Thrasyboulos, only Thrasyboulos had had no such 
stronghold as Dionysios had. The Syracusans again 
attacked the city from the hill, and they got ships 
from Rhfigion and Messana to attack the Island. They 
prevailed so far that many of the tyrant's mercenaries 
went over to them, tempted by offers of citizenship. 
This desertion seems to have quite broken Dionysios' 
purpose, and in a debate with his intimate friends, 
I’hilistos and others, he sought for means of escape 
But Hcldris, who is called his adopted father, 
answered, in words which were often quoted, that the 
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robe of the ruler was a noble winding-sheet. Another 
friend bade him ride to the Campanians in the service 
of Carthage, who were quartered somewhere on the 
north coast. He took heart again ; lie did not ride 
to the Campanians, but lie did send a message asking 
their help. Meanwhile he lulled his enemies to sleep 
by pretending to negotiate, offering to go away in 
five days with his private property. The besiegers 
were so foolish as to give up all watchfulness, and to 
send away the horsemen from /Etna. The Campanians 
and other mercenaries were thus able to come to the 
help of Dionysios, and he now went forth and defeated 
the disorderly besiegers in a battle. It was his policy 
to seem merciful; so he checked the slaughter and 
buried the slain. He then made n merit of this to 
the rest of his enemies who had escaped to /Etna. He 
invited them to come buck on an amnesty, and some 
came. But others, when he boasted of burying the 
dead, answered that they hoped soon to be able to 
do as much for him. 

The siege was now at an end. It was the Campa¬ 
nians who had won the victory for the tyrant. He 
did not trust them, but sent them away with great 
rewards. They marched towards the Carthaginian 
territory in the west, and were welcomed at the 
Sikan town of Entclla, which was friendly to Carthage. 
But in the night they slew the men and took the 
town and the women to tlicmsclvcs. Entclla became 
a Campanian town, the first place in Sicily, but not 
the last, which was seized in this way by Italian 
mercenaries. A new element was thus added to the 
mixed population of the island. 
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Sicily now began to be mixed up again with the 
affairs of Old Greece. The Peloponnesian War had 
ended in the utter destruction of the Athenian power. 
Sparta was now supreme in Greece, and the city which 
had professed to set all Greeks free was now holding 
down the towns everywhere under narrow oligarchies. 
It was the interest of Dionysios to attach himself 
as closely as might be to Sparta, and it was the 
interest of Sparta to support the power of Dionysios. 
But to support tyrants anywhere was against the 
policy of Corinth in any age. There was therefore a 
difference between Sparta and Corinth with regard to 
Syracusan affairs, and it is possible that this difference 
may have helped to bring about the open breach 
between Sparta and Corinth which took place some 
years later (B.C. 395 > It h certain, though the story is 
told with a good deal of confusion, that, about this 
time, there were agents of both cities at Syracuse, the 
Spartan Aristos working for Dionysios and the 
Corinthian Nikotclis taking the popular side. Wo 
arc further told that the Spartan brought about the 
murder of the Corinthian. At one stage no less a 
person than Lysandros himself came as Spartan envoy 
to Syracuse, and the alliance between the two oppres¬ 
sive powers was firmly settled. 

Dionysios went on strengthening himself with more 
mercenaries and more fortifications. He now felt strong 
enough altogether to despise the treaty with Carthage, 
and to attack whom he would. And he used bribes 
quite as freely as arms. He drove away the refugee 
horsemen from /Etna, and then raised the old cry of 
Dorian against Chalkidian. Beginning in the year 
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B.C. 403, he attacked several cities, Greek and Sikcl, 
Lcontinoi, Henna, Herbita, but lie did little more 
than harry their lands. Herbita was then ruled by a 
remarkable man, a second ArchAnidAs. He founded 
a new city, Ilal.xsa, on the same north coast where 
the other ArchAnidAs had helped Ducctius to found 
Kali Akti, Sicily was then enriched by n new city ; 
but meanwhile it lost an old one, and another was 
handed over to barbarians. One docs not see that 
Dionysios had any ground of offence against either 
Naxos or Katani, except that they were Chalkidinn. 
Hut in 403 he got possession of both by treachery; 
and sold their people into slavery. Naxos, oldest of 
Greek cities in Sicily, he utterly destroyed and gave its 
lands to the neighbouring Slkcls. The altar of ApollAn 
ArchigetAs ceased to stand on Greek soil. Katani 
lie gave as a dwelling-place to his Italian mercenaries, 
The Lcontincs thought it was wise to surrender 
quietly, and they fared better. Lcontinoi again ceased 
to be a separate city, and became once more a mere 
Syracusan outpost. But its people were not sold. 
They were taken to Syracuse and received citizenship, 
such citizenship as was where Dionysios was tyrant. 

Thus was Hellas cut short in a way which had 
never before been known in Sicily. Greek rulers 
had destroyed Greek cities. Barbarians had occupied 
Greek cities. But no Greek as yet had handed over 
a Greek city to barbarians. Dionysios had given 
over Katanc to Campanians and the site of Naxos to 
Sikcls. It is not always easy to understand his 
motives, the more so as lie was all this time making 
ready for an enterprise for which one would have 
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thought that lie would have been glad of the help and 
good will of all the Greeks of the island. He had not 
thought of keeping the treaty with Carthage one 
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moment longer than he was obliged ; lie was planning 
his first Punic war. But a Punic war was sure to bring 
with it a Carthaginian attack on Syracuse; his first 
object therefore was the strengthening of the city. 
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He had learned, both in the Athenian war and in his 
later war with the revolted Syracusans, how dangerous 
to the city was the undefended state of the hill. We 
know not whether any of the walls and forts built 
during the Athenian siege were still standing; but, il 
any were left, they did not amount to a complete fortifi¬ 
cation of the hill. This great work Dionyaioa now, in 
the year 402, undertook, and he carried it out in it 
wonderfully short time. He carried on the north 
wall of Achradina and Tycha as far a* the neck of 
liuryalos. There lie built a strong castle, and carried 
the wall along the south side, seemingly to the point 
called PorttUa del Fusco. There the wall must have 
come down the hill into the lower ground, and it must 
have been carried down to the shore of the Great 
Harbour. It was a wonderful work, most carefully 
done, and n greut deal of it is left. And this, unlike 
the fortification of the Island, was not a mere 
strengthening of his own power, but a real strengthen¬ 
ing of the city. It was a work of which any lawful 
king or magistrate might have been proud. To such 
an end the people worked gladly along with the 
tyrant, and the work did .something to make his 
tyranny less hateful. 

Thus Dionysios made Syracuse, at all events in 
extent, the greatest city of Hellas and of Europe. He 
was now ready to wage war with the great barbarian 
commonwealth. We know not whether these events 
have anything to do with the fact that about this time 
he founded a new city at the foot of /Etna. This 
was close by the temple of the Sikcl fire-god 
Hadranus. We know not wliom he planted there, but 





DIO.WYSIOS' DOUBLE UARMAOB. 165 

the town took the name of the god, Hadranum, now 
Adcrn6, and its people looked on themselves as his 
special servants. As for the older cities, there was now, 
between Dionysios and the Carthaginians, only one 
free Greek commonwealth left in Sicily, namely 
Messina. And by this time the dread of Dionysios 
was spreading beyond Sicily. The Chalkidian town 
of Rhtgion began n war with Dionysios, which de¬ 
layed his Punic enterprise somewhat. Hut as Khegion 
was but feebly supported by Mesauna, both cities 
were soon glad to make |WICC. And just then it suited 
Dionysios not to press hardly on them. To strengthen 
his Interest in Italy, he thought of taking a wife there. 
But the Rhcgincs, whom he first asked, refusal him. 
Some say that they added the insult that he might, 
if he pleased, take the hangman's daughter. But at 
Ix>krol they gave him DAris, the daughter of one of 
their chief men. On the same day that he married 
Ddris, he also married the Syracusan Arlslomnchc, 
both of them with till usual forms. For a man to 
have two wives at once was utterly against nil Greek 
custom. But Dionysios kept them both ; he had 
children by both, and treated them with equal honour. 

All this time he was making ready for the war with 
Carthage. He hired mercenaries; lie built ships of 
greater size than had been seen before, quinqutrtmcs, 
with five banks of oars, as well as trirruus with three. 
He invented the or/*/«//. a machine for hurling great 
stones, and made various military improvements. 
His skill was shown above all in making (mops of 
different kinds act in concert. By hiring the best 
soldiers of all kinds he was able to do this more 
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thoroughly than generals of commonwealths who com¬ 
manded only their own citizens. When all was ready, 
he gathered an assembly, and set forth the grounds for 
a war with Carthage. He would begin at once; for 
Carthage, he said, was just now weakened by a plague, 
livery one agreed. If they hated the tyrant, they 
hated the Carthaginians still more ; and they thought 
that in war-time, with arms in their hands, they might 
find some chance of getting rid of him. Then he went 
through the form of sending an embassy to Carthage 
to declare war unless they agreed to act free all the 
Greek cities in Sicily. Hut, without waiting for an 
answer, he gave leave to the Syracusans to plunder 
the rich houses and stoics of the Carthaginian mer¬ 
chants who were living at Syracuse. We sec by this, 
ns by some cases of intermarriage, that there was a 
good deal of intercourse between the Greek and the 
l'luenlcian city when they were not at war. And in 
the other Greek towns which were under Carthaginian 
dominion or supremacy, the people rose and put to 
death all the Carthaginians among them with insult 
and torture. Though a tyrant was at the head, it was 
a general rising of the Greeks of Sicily against bar- 
barian enemies and masters. 

And now the first Tunic war of Dionysios began 
in the year lie. 397. How and where to begin lie 
had learned from his old captain I Icrmokmti*. He 
carried the war at once into the l’homician corner of 
Sicily. Never had any such force gone forth from any 
Greek city. When the lord of Syracuse made war, 
it was as if Athens had sent forth her fleet, and the 
Peloponnesian alliance its army, on the same errand. 
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With 80,000 foot and 3,000 horse, Dionysios marched 
along the south coast, while 2«x> ships sailed along 
in concert. The Greek towns on the road, which had 
just risen against the Punic yoke, added such forces 
as they could. He crossed the stream of Mazaros; 
then, finding that the Elymians of Eryx were ready 
to revolt against their Carthaginian masters, he 
marched thither and received them as allies. Then 
he began the great undertaking of this war, the siege 
of Motya. 

Motya, on the western side of Sicily, was, like his 
own Ortygia on the eastern side, an island joined tc 
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the mainland by a mole. But Motya, unlike Ortygia, 
was surrounded by its own haven, and the town had 
not spread on to the mainland. There was but little 
space on the island ; so the houses of the rich men of 
Motya were of many stories, rising high above the 
wall. The citizens were stout-hearted, and there was 
a Carthaginian garrison, among whom, strange to 
say, there were some mercenary Greeks. They broke 
down the mole, and made ready for the defence. 

The mole that was thus destroyed was merely a road. 
Dionysios began the siege by making it afresh and 
making it much wider, so that he could bring up his 
engines on it to play on the walls of Motya. Hebrought 
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his ships into the harbour. There was then a long 
peninsula to the north-west of Motya, where there 
now are a number of islands ; the ships were placed 
north of Motya by the isthmus. Meanwhile Dionysios 
went and made alliances with the neighbouring 
Sikans, and laid siege to Entclla and Scgcsta which 
held out for the Carthaginians. The two Elymian 
towns, Eryx and Scgcsta, were thus on different 
sides. When the mole was finished, he went back 
to Motya. Meanwhile HImilMn tried to call off 
Dionysios from Motya by sending ten ships to make 
a dash on the Great Harbour of Syracuse. So they 
did, and destroyed such ships ns they found in it; but 
nothing more came of the diversion. Then Himilkdn 
made another sudden dash on the Greek ships in the 
haven of Motya. They were drawn up on land : but 
the engineers of Dionysios contrived to drag them 
across the isthmus. Then they were in the open sea, 
and sailed round to the north of the haven. Hut 
Himilkdn did not care to attack a force that was 
stronger than his own, and Motya was left to its fate. 

And now began the real fighting for Motya. It 
was like the Punic sieges of Sclinous and Himcra 
turned the other way. The distinctive thing at 
Motya was the tall houses. The engines of Dionysios 
were made of vast height to reach them. Bridges 
were thrown across, and men fought high in the air, 
many falling down from the height. This went on 
for some days. Every evening Dionysios called off 
his men, and the defenders took rest. This suggested 
a night attack; by that means the Greeks entered, 
and the city was taken. The Motyans fought on 
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with true Semitic stubbornness ; but the city was in 
the hands of the besiegers. Dionysios stopped the 
slaughter as soon as he could, that the people might 
be sold as slaves. To the Greek traitors who had 
taken service with the barbarians he was harsher. 
They were crucified, a piece of cruelty which the 
Greeks now began to learn from the Carthaginians. 
The rich spoil of the merchant city was given to the 
soldiers. 

This was the greatest success that any Greek had 
ever won in Phoenician warfare. Yet in Sicily itself 
less came of the taking of Motya than might have 
been looked for. It may be that Dionysios found 
that such distant conquests could not really be kept. 
He left a garrison, chiefly of Slkcls, in Motya; he 
left his brother Leptinfis with the fleet to watch the 
coast, and he nlso left forces to go on with the sieges 
of Segesta and Entclln. Ho himself went back to 
Syracuse for the winter. The next year (396) 
Carthage began to put forth her full strength for the 
war. Himilkdn, now Shophet, came with a vast 
army and won back all that Dionysios had gamed. 
Leptinis could not hinder the Punic fleet from reach¬ 
ing Panormos. Eryx was taken by treachery; the 
siege of Segesta was raised ; above all, Motya was 
won back by storm. Unluckily we have no details. 
And now HimilkOn determined to choose another 
point for the chief scat of Phoenician power in Western 
Sicily. He forsook Motya, and founded another 
town on the point of Lilybaion. where we wonder 
that no town had been founded before. Lilybaion 
became a wonderfully strong fortress, of which the 
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ditches and parts of the walls arc still to be seen. 
Under the Arabic name of Marsala, it is the chief 
seat of the Sicilian wine-trade. 

Having thus provided for the defence of the 
Carthaginian dominion, Himi!k 6 n determined to 
attack the Greeks of Eastern Sicily. He took his 
fleet and army along the north const to attack 
Messana. He did not even stay to chastise the men 
of Therma, but he sailed to Lipa.a and made the 
islanders pay thirty talents. Then he attacked Messana. 
The walls had been neglected, and the horsemen of 
the city were with Dionysios. So Messana fell into 
the hands of the Carthaginians; but most of the 
people escaped. Himilkfln’s object now was to 
march against Syracuse, but, before that, he went 
through a solemn ceremony of destruction, which, 
though wrought only against stones and not against 
men, reminds one of Hannibal* sacrifice at Himera 
He destroyed the town of Messana in n solemn and 
symbolic way, to mark his hatred of the Greeks. Hut 
he could build up as well as pull down, and, on his 
road, he struck a blow at Dionysios in this way also. 
This leads us to the foundation of another Sicilian 
town which came to be famous. Tire Sikcls were 
now falling away from Dionysios. and H.m. k 6 n 
wished specially to win over those Sikcls to whom 
Dionysios had given the lands of Naxos. They were 
beginning to settle as a community on the neighbour- 
ing hill-side of Tauros. He gave them all help, and 
the new town of Tauromcnion, in its origin a bikcl 
town, arose. Meanwhile Dionysios was building 
ships, strengthening fortresses, hiring mercenaries, 






SKA-FIGHT Ol'P KATA S'6. 


>75 


doing everything for the defence of Syracuse. 
Among other things he persuaded the Campanians 
to whom he had granted KatanC to go inland and 
settle at /Etna. Of the state of Katnne itself at this 
moment we hear nothing; but was in some way 
under the power of Dionysios. 

The great object on each side was of course to attack 
and to defend Syracuse. On the road thither it was a 
great object with Dionysios to attack the new settle, 
ment at Tauromcnion, and with Ilimilkon to defend 
it. It was made the meeting-place of the Carthaginian 
fleet and army. They were to go on in concert; but 
the land army was sloped In its march by n fresh 
outpouring of lava from /Etna, and they had to march 
all round the fool of the mountain to reach Katnne'. 
Dionysios thus gained the stnrt of them. I Ic reached 
Katanft with his fleet and army, and brought on a 
fight between the two fleets while the land army of 
Carthage was still on Its roundabout road. The fight 
was nil utter defeat on the Greek side. Dionysios 
hade his brother LeptinCs, who commanded the fleet, 
to keep all his ships together, because of the greater 
numbers of the enemy. Instead of doing this, lie 
dashed on with thirty of his best ships far ahead of 
the rest. So, after much hard fighting, first his own 
division, and then the rest of the fleet, were over- 
l>o\vcrcd by the Carthaginians. More than a hundred 
ships and 2,coo men were lost. 

It was now clear that the Carthaginian force by 
land and sea would go against Syracuse as soon as 
Hiinilkoii brought up his land force. The Greek 
army generally was anxious to risk a battle by land. 
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Hut to Dionysios the safety of Syracuse was the first 
of objects. He therefore hastened back ; but many 
of those who were Sikcliots, but not Syracusans, for¬ 
sook him. He accordingly marched to Syracuse, 
and two days later Himilk6n reached Katanc by his 
roundabout march. He did not hurry; he gave his 
men of both forces a rest He then tried in vain to 
win over the Campanians at /Etna, and tlicn went on 
to Syracuse. Two thousand vessels of all kinds, 208 of 
them ships of war, sailed into the Great Harbour with 
all military pomp, like the fleet of Ddmosthcnfei and 
Kurymeddn twenty years before. The Carthaginian 
land-army marched round by the westward of the hill 
of Syracuse ami entered the low ground by the Anapos. 
There, on Polichna ar.d the flats near to it, the great 
cainp was pitched. The worshipper of Mclkart was 
not like the pious Nikias; Hirailkdn made his head, 
quarters in the sacred precinct of Zeus. Syracuse 
was thus again besieged, and by a far more terrible 
foe than her Athenian besiegers. 

From the moment of his return to Syracuse 
Dionysios had begun to take every means for the 
defence. He sent off embassies to Sparta and also to 
Corinth—the war between the two cities had not yet 
broken out—at once to ask for help from his allies 
and to hire mercenaries in I’eloponndsos. Mean¬ 
while Hitnilkdn began with an offer of battle which 
was declined. He then took to harrying the land 
and destroying its monuments. He came close up 
to the enlarged town, and plundered the temple of 
the goddesses of Sicily, DimiJir and Persephone. 
From that time, so tltc Greeks believed, success 
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began to forsake him. Mis army was full of super¬ 
stitious fears, and the Syracusans had the better in 
several sallies. He presently saw that the siege 
would be a long one ; so he fenced his camp in with 
a wall, and built three forts on different points, one 
on l'limmyrlon. Hut he sinned yet more in the eyes 
of the Syrncusnns by destroying the tombs of C.cldn 
and Damaruta, which came within the circuit of his 
camp. 

Meanwhile I’olyxcnos came l>ack with thirty ships 
from the allies in Old Greece and Italy under the 
command of the Spartan admiral l’harakidas. A 
strange episode followed. Dionysios and J.cptine* 
sailed out with some ships of war to convoy the 
provision ships of Syracuse. In their absence, the 
Syracusan ships, under whose command we nrc not 
told, defeated a part of the Carthaginian licet, and 
the rest refused their challenge to come out and 
fight. Men’s spirits were raised by this success; 
they began to think of getting rid of the tyrant; they 
did better against the enemy when he was away. In 
the midst of nil this Dionysios came back, and he 
ventured to summon the people to a public assembly. 
This is one of many signs that, under his tyranny, 
though all things were done according to his will, 
yet the usual forms of the constitution went on. 
Dionysios praised the people for their exploit; 
he bade them be of good courage, and he would 
soon put an end to the war. Then, it is said, a 
speaker named Theodores, a horseman and a man of 
renown in the city, ventured to make a long speech, 
denouncing all the acts of Dionysios. The people 
13 
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hoped that their allies would help them. They 
looked Specially to Pharalddas, but he answered that 
he had no order* from Sparta to overthrow llic power 
of DionyMOi, but to help the Syracusans and Diony- 
sios against the Carthaginians. The people were so 
wroth at this that Dionysios called for his mercenaries 
and dismissed the assembly. 

This is a good example of the state of a city under 
a tyranny. If the legal course of things was likely to 
go against him, the tyrant could at once appeal to 
force. But Dionysios learned a lesson ; he began to 
treat the Syracusans more mildly, and he presently 
had an opportunity of winning a worthier fame than 
he had ever yet won. The vengeance of the goddesses 
—so the Greeks deemed—now fell on the barbarians 
for the plunder of their temple That is to say, a 
plague arose in the besieging army. It was autumn, 
and in autumn the swampy ground west of the 
harbour, where many of them were encamped, became 
deadly. Thousands died ; at last the dead were left 
unburied. When the Punic army was seriously 
weakened, Dionysios laid his plans for a general 
attack by land and sea. He was zealously supported 
by his forces of all kinds, Syracusans and allies. But 
he had a band of turbulent mercenaries whom lie 
wished to get rid of, and those he contrived to get slain 
by the swords of the Carthaginians. Otherwise the 
work of that day makes a thrilling and a glorious 
talc. The Punic camp was attacked on all sides by 
land and sea; Dionysios himself made a long march 
to make the attack from the west The forts 
were taken ; but the most stirring part of the story is 
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where the Syracusan ships suddenly attacked the 
Carthaginians, who had no time to make ready. 
Many of their ships were sunk, many were set on 
fire; the old and young who had stayed in the city 
manned what ships they could, and came at least to 
share in the plunder. A great day’s work was done ; 
hut the camp was not taken, and Dionysius took Up 
his quarters for the night hard by the Olympicion in 
order to besiege it the next day. 

Himilkdn perhaps knew that Dionysio* had reason* 
of his own for not punishing the enemy to extremities. 
After some negotiations he and Dionysio* secretly 
agreed that, on the payment of 300 talents, Hlmilkdn 
should go away with all the Carthaginian cltlscns in 
his army; the allies and mercenaries he was to leave 
to their fata This suited the purposes of Dionysio*, 
ns it would hold up the Carthaginians to hatred 
throughout Sicily as men who betrayed their allies. 
The terms were agreed to. The money was paid, 
and the Carthaginians act sail in the night. The 
Corinthians, who knew nothing of the agreement, 
sailed after them and destroyed some ships. Then 
Dionysio* led his army to attack the Punic camp. 
The Sikcl allies of Carthage, knowing the country, 
had gone away in the night. The mercenaries were 
there still, but they were disheartened by the treachery 
of Himilkdn.nnd worn out by sojourn in the unhealthy 
ground crowded with dead bodies. The more part 
threw down their arms and only asked for their lives. 
They were taken and sold as slaves. The brave 
Spaniards stood to their arms, but offered peace and 
alliance to the tyrant. Dionysius knew their worth ; 
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he took them into his service, and they helped him 
well on many later days. 

No treaty followed the withdrawal of Himilkdn 
from the siege of Syracuse. Things stayed for several 
years as they practically were. Dionysios made no 
attempt on the Carthaginian possessions in Western 
Sicily. On the other hand, the Greek cities were at 
least delivered from Phoenician rule, though they had 
to accept the dominion or supremacy of the Syracusan 
tyrant instead. It seems strange that Dionysios did 
not press his advantage further. Carthage was 
grievously weakened by the war, by the plague, and 
by a revolt of the mercenaries in Africa. The Cartha¬ 
ginians thought that nil this was the punishment for 
the sacrilege done against the Sicilian goddesses. So 
they built them a temple at Carthage, and learned of 
the Greeks who were among them what was the right 
way of worshipping them. Their consciences being 
thus satisfied, they plucked up heart, and were able 
to put down the revolt. It almost looks ns if 
Dionysios, for his own ends, did not wish to press 
Carthage too hard. 

The successful result of Dionysios’ first I’unic war 
seems to have largely spread his fame in Old Greece. 
A little later than the deliverance of Syracuse, the 
Athenians, now at war with Sparta and in alliance 
with Corinth, sought to win Dionysios to their side. 
It was soon after their great naval victory at Knidos 
(n.c. 394), and they were pressing their schemes in all 
quarters. They passed (B.C. 393) a decree in honour 
of Dionysios, of his brother Leptinds, nnd others of 
his friends. It was hard to find a way to describe 
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him ; he appears in the decree as "ruler of Sicily" 
(£i«\<a? ipxuu). An embassy was sent with the 
decree, one of whose members was the orator Lysias, 
a man of Syracusan descent. But Dionysios did not 
become an ally of Athens till he could be an ally of 
both Sparta and Athens at once. 

Meanwhile Dionysios had much work to do in 
Sicily, and lie had many difficulties. I Ic too, like the 
Carthaginians, had to deal with a revolt among his 
mercenaries, and he had to give up to them the town 
of Lcontinoi. And the peoplo of Naxos and Katan*, 
driven out by himself, and the people of Messana, 
driven out by Hlmilkdn, were wandering about, seek¬ 
ing for dwelling-places. He restored Messana, but lie 
did not give it hack to its old inhabitants. He peopled 
it with colonists from Italy and from Old Greece. 
Some came from I.okrol, whence he had taken his 
Italiot wife For her sake he always showed every 
favour to that city, while he in every way persecuted 
the Rhcgincs who had so deeply scorned him. He 
also planted a body of settlers from the old Messenian 
land in Pcloponntaoa. But this gave offence to their 
enemies the Spartans, his most powerful allies, and 
this led to the foundation of a new Greek city, nearly 
the last that was founded in Sicily. 

On the north coast, it will be remembered, there 
wns only one of the old Greek settlements, that of 
Himera. That was now in n manner represented by 
the new town of Therma, which often took its name. 
Dionysios now took part of the territory of the Sikcl 
town of Abacrcnum, between Ccphalaxlium and the 
Messanian outpost of Mylai. He there built a town 
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on a high hill overhanging the sea, which forms the 
other horn of a bay between itself and Mylai. Here 
he planted 600 settlers from the old Messenia, and 
called the town Tyndaris, after the Great Twin 
Brethren of Peloponnfiso*. The new city grew and 
flourished, and soon had 6,oco citizens. This kindled 
the wrath of Dionysios' enemies at Rhfigion. They 
seized on the opposite peninsula of Mylai, and there 
planted a body of those men of Naxos and Katanfi 
whom Dionysios had driven from their homes. They 
tried to take Messnna itself, but In vain. And it 
is to be noticed that their general was Hcldris, a 
Syracusan exile. Was he the same as Hcldris whom 
we have heard of as Dionysios’ counsellor and adopted 
father? The new Mensaninns won back Mylai, and 
the Naxians and Katanaians were again wanderers. 
Thus the north-eastern comer of Sicily was held by 
men who were really attached to Dionysios. And he 
went on further to extend his power along the north 
coast. Sikcl Ccphnlctdium was betrayed to him, and 
even, it is said, I'hccnician Solous. The new Himera 
would naturally be friendly to him. 

Dionysios had thus become a great power in 
Northern Sicily, and he was advancing in the central 
lands also. Henna itself was betrayed to him. The 
Sikcl towns were now fast taking to Greek ways, and 
we hear of commonwealths and tyrants among them, 
just as among the Greeks. Agyris, lord of Agyrium, 
was said to be the most powerful prince in Sicily after 
Dionysios himself, lie had gained dominion by 
slaying the chief men ; but Agyrium was very power¬ 
ful under him and numbered 20.000 citizens. With 
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him Dionysios made a treaty, and also with other 
Sikel lords and cities. This seems to have been going 
on at the same time as the war at Messana, and 
Dionysios was specially anxious to chastise the 
Rhcgincs. Hut there were several difficulties in his 
way, specially the new Sikel town of Tauromcnion, 
which he hated above all things. It was now (li.C 394 ) 
winter, and the hill of Tauros was covered with snow. 
Greek citizen-soldiers were not fond of winter warfare ; 
but the mercenaries, if well paid, would doubtless go 
anywhithcr at any time. Dionysios accordingly led 
his force in person to attack the new city. He seized, 
we are told, one akropolis, that is most likely the hill 
where the theatre is. He thence got into the town ; 
but the people rose, and not only drove out the 
assailants, but sent them tumbling down the hill-side. 
Dionysios himself escaped, but he was very nearly 
taken alive. 

This discomfiture at Tauromcnion checked the plans 
of Dionysios for a while. Several towns threw off 
his dominion. We hear specially of Akrngas, now 
free from the Carthaginians, and doubtless wishing to 
be free from Dionysios also. And the Carthaginians 
also began to stir again. In D.C 393 their general 
Mag6n, seemingly without any fresh troops from 
Africa, set out from Western Sicily to attack Messana. 
Unlike the Punic commanders generally, Mag6n tried 
to win friends in Sicily by good treatment. Most of the 
Sikcls therefore joined him, specially those of Abac®- 
num, at whose cost Dionysios had founded his town 
of Tyndaris. Hut Dionysios marched against him, 
defeated him in a battle, and himself crossed the 
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strait to make an unsuccessful attempt on Rhdgion. 
Next year a large force came from Carthage to support 
Magdn; many of the Sikcls again joined him. II is 
expedition was mainly aimed at Agyrium; but its 
tyrant Agyris was firm on the side of Dionysios. The 
story is not at all clearly told ; but a peace between 
Dionysios and the Carthaginians followed, by which 
the Sikels were handed over to him, and he was 
specially allowed to attack Tauromenion. He took it 
the next year (391); but we have no such account of 
its taking as we had of his vain attempt to take it. 

Dionysios was now at the height of his power in 
Sicily. We hear nothing more of the movement at 
Akragas; otherwise all the Greek cities were under 
his dominion or supremacy. He commanded the 
whole cast const, and the greater part of the north 
and south coasts. The Sikcl stronghold of Tnuro- 
mcnion he settled with his own mercenaries; the 
other Sikcls were either his subjects or, like Agyrium, 
his allies. In short Dionysios and Carthage might be 
said to divide Sicily between them, and Dionysios 
had the larger share. There was now peace between 
the two powers for about nine years (393-383), and 
Dionysios now began to give his chief thoughts to 
things out of Sicily. In Southern Italy the Rhcgincs 
were his enemies and the Lokrians his friends. The 
other Italiot cities had formed a league to withstand 
his power, lie now, in ac. 390, planned another 
campaign in Italy; its object was, if possible, to 
attack and take Rh6gion without any direct hostilities 
against the other cities. Rut his new attack on 
RhSgion was beaten back by the prompt help of 
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the League, favoured by a storm which drove off the 
Syracusan ships. Dionysios could do nothing till the 
next year (389), when he was not ashamed to make a 
treaty with the Lucanians, the barbarian enemies who 
were pressing on the Greek cities of Italy. They 
were to attack them by land and himself by sea. 
The war began by incursions of the Lucanians on the 
lands of Thourioi, which led the Thourians, without 
waiting for their allies, to invade the Lucanian terri¬ 
tory, where they were entrapped and utterly defeated. 
The battle was fought near the shore, where the ships of 
Dionysios were afloat under his brother and admiral 
Loptlnfe. Some of the Thourians swam to the ships 
and were kindly received hy Leptinfi*. But when 
Leptinis went on further to make an agreement 
between the Lucanians and the Italiots, by which the 
war was stopped for a season, that did not at all suit 
the purposes of Dionysios. He removed Leptinds 
from his command as admiral, and gave it to his 
other brother Thcaridas. And he determined to 
make war in person the next year. 

So lie did (b.G 389); and he began by attacking the 
Itnliot cities inorcdircctly by laying siege to Kauldnia. 
The Italiots now, K rot An leading the way, gathered 
a large army for the relief of Kaul6nia, under the 
command of the Syracusan exile Heldris, as a special 
enemy of Dionysios. Hut the tyrant met them on 
the way; Hetdris was slain and his army defeated. 
The remnant escuped to a strong but waterless hill, 
where Dionysios and his army watched them from 
below. The next day they sent a herald asking to 
be allowed to go away on payment of ransom ; but 
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Dionysios demanded that they should surrender at 
discretion. To this they could not yet bring them¬ 
selves; but after several hours more of endurance, 
they gave way. Dionysios stood with a rod, and 
reckoned them as they came down, above 10,000 in 
number. They were in great fear, looking for death 
or slavery. But Dionysios let them all go free. We 
arc also told that he made treaties with their several 
cities by which he left them independent. We arc 
not told what cities they were, but K rot An and 
Thouriol must have been among them, as we do not 
find him warring against either of them for some 
time to come. But he certainly made no peace 
with Rhfiglon or with KaulAnia. 

Dionysios naturally won much credit by his treat¬ 
ment of the Italiot soldiers. But it was quite of 
a piece with his general conduct. Dionysios, though 
he stuck at no crime that served his purpose, had not, 
like some tyrants, any pleasure in bloodshed for its 
own sake. He hated the Rhcgincs; lie doubtless 
hated the Syracusan exile HclAris. But HclAris was 
dead, and lie had no particular reason to hate the 
men of Krotdn and Thourioi. He saw that he would 
gain more by winning a reputation for generous con¬ 
duct than he could gain by selling his prisoners as 
slaves. There was no wonderful virtue in the act; 
but it shows that Dionysios did not belong to the 
vciy worst class of oppressors, those who delight 
in wrong simply as wrong. 

The Rhcgincs at all events were none the less 
afraid of the hatred of Dionysios. Finding them¬ 
selves without allies, they sent him a humble message, 
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praying for mercy. The siege of KaulAnia was still 
going on, and he could put off his action against 
RhAgion. Me spared them for the present, on con¬ 
dition of their giving up all their ships, seventy in 
number, and putting 100 hostages into his hands. 
Then he went on to finish the siege of KaulAnia. 
Here again his different ways of treating different 
people comes out strongly, lie had no special spite 
against KaulAnia; it simply stood In the way of hi* 
plans. So, when he took the town, he destroyed 
it, and gave its territory to his beloved Lokrians. 
The citizens he carried to Syracuse, and not only 
gave them citizenship, but an exemption from taxes 
for five year*. The next year, he did the like 
to the town of HippAnion, its land and people. 
Only we do not hear of the exemption from taxes. 
The men of HippAnion had not endured so long a 
siege as the men of KaulAnia. 

Ilut all this was simply the beginning of what 
Dionysios had most of all at heart, his attack on 
Rhegion. Hut, as he had so lately made a treaty 
with RhAgion, he had to find some excuse for renew- 
ing the war. He still had the hostages whom the 
Rhegincs had given; so they were greatly in his 
power. He first asked them for provisions for his 
army, promising to send back on equal store from 
Syracuse, whither he professed to be going. He 
seemingly hoped that they would refuse, so that he 
might treat the refusal as a hostile act. They 
did give him provisions for some days; but, as 
Dionysios, pleading sickness and other excuses, 
stayed in their neighbourhood instead of going 
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to Syracuse, they presently stopped the supply. 
This he affected to treat as a wrong done by 
the Rhegines; to put himself wholly in the right, 
he first gave back the hostages, and then besieged 
the town. The siege of Rhigion was one of the 
greatest of Dionysios’ acts of warfare. He had to 
nsc all his forces; for the Rhegines, under their 
general l’hytdn, made a most valiant defence, holding 
out against all attneks under every possible disad- 
vantage for more than ten month*. They had no 
ships, no allies, and their stock of provisions had been 
lessened by what they had given Dionysios. The 
tyrant tried to bribe PhytOn to betray the city, ns the 
generals of several other cities had done. Rut the 
general of Rhigion stayed firm in his duty. Diony¬ 
sios, on his part, took hi* full share in the work, and 
was once so badly wounded by u spear that hi* life 
was for a while despaired of. At last, under sheer 
stress of hunger, when many had died for lack of 
food and the rest had lost all strength, the valiant 
men of Rhigion were driven to surrender at dis- 
crction. Dionysios had gained one of the great 
objects of his life ; he was master of the city which 
he most hated. And now he showed in a more 
notable way than ever what manner of man he was. 
In one way he was really less harsh than many other 
conquerors had been. It was not very wonderful in 
Greek warfare to slaughter all the men and sell all 
the women and children of a captured town. Diony¬ 
sios made no general massacre, lie sent all the 
people of Rhigion to Syracuse, not indeed to be 
made citizens like those of Kauldnin. Those who 
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could pay a certain ransom were let go; those who 
could not were sold. But it was not usual in 
Greek warfare to put any man to death with torture 
and mockery. But now Diouysios seemed to gather 
his whole hatred of the Rhcgincs into the person 
of their brave general who had refused his bribes. 
He exposed Phytdn in mockery on one of his loftiest 
war-engines; then he told him that he had just 
drowned his son. And 1'hytdn answered that his 
son was luckier than his father by one day. Then 
he caused Phytdn to be led through the whole army 
with scourging and insult of every kind. At last 
Dionysios* own soldiers began to murmur at his 
cruelty, and he had Phytdn and oil his kinsfolk 
drowned. He appenrs to have destroyed the town 
of Rhfigion and to have given its lands, like those of 
the other cities thnt he took, to the Lokrians. 

It was a memorable year (d.C. 387) for Greece and for 
Europe in which Dlonysios, by the inking of Rhdgion, 
made himself, beyond all doubt, the chief power, not 
only in Sicily, but in Greek Italy also. It was the 
year of the Peace of Antnlkidas, which established for 
a while the i>owcr of Sparta in Old Greece and gave 
over the Greeks of Asia to the dominion of the 
Persian. It was also the year in which Rome was 
taken by the Gauls. The presence of these last 
barbarians in various parts of Italy supplied Diony- 
sios with the means of hiring Gaulish mercenaries. 
Some of these, as well as Iberians, he sent at a later 
time, with other troops to the help of his Spartan 
allies in the wars of Old Greece. The Peace of 
Antalkidas supplied D*' r iotic orators with the 
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opportunity of painting Hellas as enslaved at both 
ends, in the East under the Persian and in the West 
under Dionysios. So spoke the Athenian Isokratds; so, 
with more cfTcct, spoke Lysias, once envoy to Diony- 
sios, at the Olympic festival next after the Peace of 
Antalkidas (U.C. 384)- To that festival Dionysios sent 
a splendid embassy. Lysias called on the assembled 
Greeks to show their hatred of the tyrant, to hinder 
hi* envoys from sacrificing or his chariots from run¬ 
ning. His chariots did run; but they were all 
defeated. Some of the multitude mndc an attack 
on the splendid tents of his envoys. He had ulso 
sent poems of hi* own to be recited; but the crowd 
would not hear them. This was rather out of hatred 
of the tyrant than for any fault in the poems; for 
there is no doubt that Dionysios was a poet of some 
merit. Ho was now at peace with Athens, and lie 
sent tragedies to be acted there. They gained 
Inferior prizes more than once, and ot last one of 
them won the first prize. 

It was said that Dionysios was so annoyed at the 
ill-fate of his poems that he began to suspect every¬ 
body, and to turn his rage against his nearest friends. 
Whether from this cause or from any other, he 
certainly banished two of the chief of them, the 
historian Philistos, to whom he owed his first rise, 
and his own brother the admiral Leptinfls. Lepti- 
nCs was soon restored; but Philistos remained in 
banishment till the death of Dionysios. Dionysios, 
perhaps in his character of poet, affected, like 
IlicrOn, the company of men of letters; but they 
found that the poet was also the tyrant. The 
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philosophers Aristippos of Kyrend and Plato of 
Athens both visited him; but he ill-treated both, 
and he is said to have caused Plato to be sold as a 
slave. And his fellow poet Philoxcnos he is said to 
have sent to the stone-quarries for free criticism on 
his verses. 

Hut however hated Dionyslos might be both at 
home and abroad, he was still strong both at home 
and abroad. Hi* next field of enterprise was the 
coasts and Mauds of the Hndriatic. Here the city of 
Ankdn or Ancona on the Italian coast was planted by 
Syracuse exiles trying to escape from his power. Other 
colonies in those seas he himself founded or helped 
other* to found. Thus the people of Paros, with his 
help, planted settlements on the islands of Phnros and 
Issos, and he himself founded Lis*os on the Illyrian 
coast. lie then formed alliance with some of the 
Illyrians and with a banished prince of Molottis named 
Alkctus. I Urn he was able to restore ; but he failed in a 
scheme of making his way into Greece on this side, and 
even, it is said, robbing the Dclphinn temple. This 
was too much even for his friends the Spartans, and 
a I-accdiunonian force checked all further advance. 
He next took up the old Syracusan quarrel with the 
Etruscans. For a war against them it was easy to 
find an excuse in their constant piracies. His real 
object seems to have been to plunder the rich temple 
of Agylla on the west coast of Italy, whence he carried 
off spoil in money, slaves, and other things to the 
value of 1,500 talents. Even at Syracuse he did not 
fear to plunder the temples ; from the Olympicion 
he carried off the golden robe of the statue of Zeus, 
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saying in mockery that such a garment was too hot 
in summer and too cold in winter. 

The Etruscan campaign might perhaps win back 
for Dionysios some credit both at home and abroad 
as a Hellenic champion against the barbarians. He 
would get more still when, in the year 383, he began 
another Punic war. At no time in our story do 
we more lament the lack of a contemporary narra¬ 
tive. Dionysios took advantage of the disaffection 
towards Carthage felt by some of her dependencies 
to contract alliances with them. We arc not told 
what cities are meant; some, we may suppose, of 
the Carthaginian dependencies In Sicily, perhaps the 
Elymlnn towns. Carthage, on the other hand, sent, 
for the first time, n force Into Italy to act along with 
the tyrant’s enemies there. A campaign followed, 
the geography of which is hopeless. Dionysios first 
won a great battle in which the Shophet Mngdn was 
killed. The Carthaginians then asked for peace; 
Dionysios refused it except on condition of Carthage 
withdrawing altogether from Sicily and paying the 
costs of the war. Such terms needed the consent of 
the home government of Carthage. A truce was 
made; while it lasted, the new Carthaginian com¬ 
mander, the son of Magdn, made every preparation 
for a new struggle. In a second battle Dionysios was 
defeated and his brother Eeptinds killed ; the slaughter 
was among the greatest that Greeks ever underwent 
at the hands of barbarians. Envoys now came from 
Carthage with full powers. The terms of peace were 
now quite the opposite to what Dionysios had pro¬ 
posed just before. He had to pay a thousand talents, 
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and to make the Halykos the boundary between hi* 
dominions and those of Carthage. That is to say, he 
gave up to Carthage Selinous and its territory and 
part of the territory of Akragas. 

Hellas was thus again cut short on Sicilian soil, 
though not so utterly as had been the ease when 
Dionysios first rose to power. If we had as clear 
accounts of his later days ns we have of the earlier, we 
should better understand the difference between the 
two period*. But we have a very meagre account of 
the war which led to the loss of Selinous, and of 
the last sixteen years of his reign we know next to 
nothing. But we can see that about the year 379 
both he and the Carthaginians were warring in Italy. 
They were seeking to set up again some of the towns 
which he had destroyed ; but they had to give up the 
attempt and go back to Africa on account of a plague 
and the revolt of their subjects. On the other hand, 
Dionysios took Krotdn, which had escaped him in his 
earlier campaign, and robbed the temple of the I-nhU 
nian I lira of a precious robe, which he, oddly enough, 
sold to the Curthaginian* for a huge sum. There is 
also a story how he planned the building of a wall 
across the narrowest point of the south-western 
peninsula. This was. he said, to keep out the 
Lucanians; but the Greeks north of the proposed wall 
saw that it was meant only to strengthen his own 
power in Italy. After this we hear nothing of his 
doings in Sicily or Italy for about eleven year*. 

In Old Greece meanwhile, where, from the year EC 
360 onwards, Athens and Sparta were allies against 
Thebes, we hear more than once of his sending bar- 
14 
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barian mercenaries, Gaulish and Iberian, to help the 
Spartans. And now (36^-367) we find two Attic 
inscriptions recording the relations of the Athenian 
democracy with the tyrant. All manner of honours 
arc voted to him and his sons, and in the second an 
alliance is concluded between Athens and “the ruler 
of Sicily,” without any mention whatever of the people 
of Syracuse. Each is to help the other in case of 
attack by any enemy. It is some little comfort to 
think who the enemies of Dionysios at that moment 
were. 

For, just at the end of his reign, he renewed the 
greatest exploit of his earlier days, the invasion of the 
Phoenician possessions in Western Sicily. An excuse 
for a new Punic war could be easily found in real or 
alleged Carthaginian encroachments on the dominions 
of Dionysios. In such a war ns this he knew that 
Greek feeling, in and out of Sicily, would go with him. 
With a great force,given as 30,000 foot, 3,000 horse, and 
300 ships of war, he again marched westward. Carthage 
was believed to be, as so often happened, deeply 
weakened by the usual causes, pestilence and the revolt 
of her African subjects. He was at first successful. He 
recovered Greek Sclinous; he took Entclla, now in the 
hands of the Campanians, and he took Eryx itself for 
the second time. He then began to besiege the new 
town of Lilybaion, which had taken the place of his old 
conquest of Motya. But he found the resistance too 
strong for him. At sea however he deemed himself 
so strong that he sent back the more part of his fleet to 
Syracuse, keeping 130 ships at anchor at Drepana the 
haven of Eryx. But the Carthaginians, taking heart, 
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made a sudden dash and carried off most of them. 
Then winter came, and both sides withdrew from the 
war. This is all that we hear. Before long a treaty 
was again made between Syracuse and Carthage. We 
are not told its terms; but as Sclinous, when we next 
hear of it, appears as a Carthaginian possession, the 
Syracusan conquests were most likely given back to 
Carthage. 

But it was not the elder Dionysios who made the 
treaty. We have come to the end of the reign and 
life of a man who had done such great things and 
had so largely changed the face of the world of Ms 
day. In the year 367 Dionysios the tyrant died, 
after n reign of 38 years. Tito cause of his death 
is said to have been a strange one. It was now for 
the first time that a tragedy of his was thought 
worthy of the first prise at Athens. The news was 
brought to him with all speed. Mis delight was 
unbounded ; he sacrificed to the gods, and indulged 
in an excess of wine which was unusual with him. 
A fever followed, and he died. His career had been 
indeed a wonderful one. He had destroyed the 
freedom of his native city, but lie had made it both 
the greatest city and the greatest power of Kuropc. 
No man had won greater successes over the barbarian 
enemies of Greece; but no man had done more to 
destroy Greek cities, and to plant barbarians in his 
own island. With his great gifts, he might, as a 
lawful king or as the leader of a free people, have 
made himself the most illustrious name in all 
Greek history. As it was, he was a tyrant; he 
reigned as such, and he was remembered as such. All 
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that wc can say for him is that worse tyrants still 
came after him His reign was unusually long for a 
tyrant, and he was able to leave his power to his son. 
He himself had said that he was able to reign so 
long, because he had abstained from wanton outrages 
against particular persons. His reign marks an Era 
in the history of Greece and of the world. He began 
a state of things which the Macedonian kings con¬ 
tinued. It is well to note that when DJonysios died, 
Philip son of Amyntas was already fifteen years old, 
and that eight years later he won for himself the 
Macedonian kingdom. 
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b-c. 367-317. 

lOur chief ftuthoiUlfi now sic Mill th« nnrullve o‘f DiodOfM and 
Plularcl'n Uva* of Dttn nml TimoWm. Plutarch h commonly the 
f«ll«. Tht«o»ro»Wo Ulln lire of both l>y Coriwllu. Ncyoa. Some- 
Ihlnc may t« lw.nc.1 from tho Idler. Militated lo Plato, will. lh« 
cautions alicarly gl<an.] 

THE great power of the elder Dionysios, the greatest 
power, ns it is emphatically said, in Europe, now passed 
to the weaker hands of his son. The father had 
done great things, even if they were largely evil 
things. He had changed the whole face of Sicily, 
and had thereby gone far towards changing the face 
of the whole Greek world. He had given Syracuse, 
as the capital of a ruler, a position such as Athens 
herself had hardly held as a commonwealth bearing 
rule over other commonwealths. He had done 
greater things against barbarians in their own land 
than any Greek leader had done before him. Yet, 
besides the loss of political freedom in his own and 
other cities, he had on the whole done more against the 
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Greek nation than for it. In his very first dealings he 
had helped the Carthaginians to win more than he 
could ever win back from them. In Sicily itself lie had 
destroyed some Greek cities and peopled others with 
barbarians. He had sacrificed several Italiot towns 
to the advancement of one, and he had decidedly 
helped towards barbarian advance in Italy. It is 
only in his most distant enterprises, in his compara¬ 
tively obscure Hadriatic colonics, that he at all 
enlarged the borders of Hellas. His corccr tended, 
on the whole, to a great lessening, not only of Sicilian 
freedom, but of Sicilian prosperity. From his time 
the Sicilian and Italian Greeks began to find that 
they could not stand alone. The main feature of the 
times that followed, for about n hundred years begin¬ 
ning with the reign of his son, is the constant inter¬ 
course between Old Greece and the Greeks of Italy 
and Sicily. That intercourse takes a new shape. 
The Greeks of Italy and Sicily arc ever sending 
to Old Greece for help against domestic tyrants, 
against barbarian enemies, or against both together. 
A succession of deliverers go forth, some of them 
to do great things. Hut we shall presently have to 
distinguish between the republican leader who goes 
out simply to deliver, and the prince who does indeed 
work deliverance, but who thinks that he has a right 
to reign over those whom he delivers. 

The history of the younger Dionysios illustrates 
the nature of the Greek tyrannies in many ways. 
As in many other eases, what the father won the son 
lost. The tyrant’s son, born, ns the saying is, in the 
purple, was commonly a weaker man than his father. 




DIONYSIOS ASD H/S SOS. 199 

And the elder Dionysios, in his extreme jealousy 
of everybody, had kept his son shut up in his palace, 
and allowed him no share in political or military 
affairs. He was not without ability or without ten¬ 
dencies to Rood; but he was in every way weaker 
than his father. Not having his father’s strength 
of purpose, he was easily impressed both for good 
and for evil. He was less cruel, because less deter¬ 
mined, than his father, but, for the same reason, he 
fell into the vices from which his father wns free. It 
is n characteristic story that the old Dionysios found 
his son in nn intrigue with another man's wife. He 
rebuked his son, and asked if he had ever heard of 
his doing anything of that kind. " No ; but then your 
father was not tyrant." " And your son never will be 
tyrant, if you do such things.” The new tyrant was 
the son of hi* father’s Lokrian wife DAris, and was 
about 25 years old at his accession. He was nc- 
knowlcdgcd, perhaps as gcncrnl with full powers, by 
some kind of vote of an assembly which had no 
will of its own. He then gave his father a splendid 
funeral, and a tomb, contrary to Greek practice, in 
the Island. The elder Dionysios, at the time of 
his death, was at war with both Carthaginians and 
Lucanians. The new tyrant presently made i>eace 
with both. The TIalykos again became the frontier 
between his power and that of Carthage. In Italy 
he is said to have founded two new towns on the 
coast of Apulia. Otherwise he simply kept his 
father’s dominion, without extending it or doing 
anything memorable in any way. 

Under a tyranny, above all where the tyrant is 
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weak and needs guidance, family and personal 
relations, marriages, and the power of men whom we 
may call ministers, become of importance, just as 
they do among lawful princes. Two men specially 
stand out during the reign of the younger Dionysios. 
The historian Philiatos, who had had so great a hand 
in setting up the power of his father, was recalled 
from exile, either at the beginning of his reign or 
somewhat later. Me wits now an old man, but he 
was still vigorous, and he was attached to the system of 
the elder tyrant. The other was Di6n, the brother 
of Dionysios’ Syracusan wife Arlstomnchfi. His 
father Hipparinos had had a hand in setting up the 
tyranny. AristomacluJ had two sons, much younger 
than Dionysios, and two daughters, SAphrosynd and 
Arct«—mark the tyrant's choice of names for his- 
children—who were married, the one to her half- 
brother Dionysios, the other to her uncle DI611. It 
was only marriage with a sister by the mother’s side 
which was a sin Against Greek feelings. Di6n was 
enriched and favoured by the elder tyrant, and was 
largely employed by him in public afTairs, specially 
in embassies to Carthage. He was an able man and 
a good soldier, stern and hnughty in manner, yet 
capable of winning influence, strict in life, and with a 
tendency to philosophical speculations. He had had 
a hand in bringing Plato to Sicily in the days of the 
elder Dionysios. Now that the younger tyrant had 
succeeded and lie himself stood high in his confi¬ 
dence, he hoped to work great things by the help of 
his favourite philosophy. He had no thought of 
restoring the old democratic constitution, which was 
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by no means according to Platonic notions. Put he 
wished to make Dionysios rule well instead of ill, and 
even to turn him from a tyrant into something like a 
constitutional king. To this end he persuaded Plato 
to come again to Syracuse, to act as a kind of 
spiritual adviser to the tyrant. Not much good was 
likely to come of this. Plato was a speculator on 
constitutions, but he had no practical knowledge of 
affairs. Dionysios listened to the philosopher for a 
while with pleasure ; geometry became fashionable at 
his court; he talked of making reforms and even of 
giving up the tyranny. But nothing was really done. 
Phllistos and his party pressed Dionysios on the 
other side, and set him against Dldn. The peace 
with Carthage was not yet settled, and DI6n was 
charged with treasonable dealings with the enemy. 
He was accordingly suddenly sent away from Sicily, 
but was allowed to receive the income of his projrcrty. 
His wife Aretd, the half-sister of the tyrant, and hU 
young son Hipparinos, remained at Syracuse. 

Dionysios meanwhile kept up a strange kind of 
friendship for Plato. He was jealous that the philo¬ 
sopher thought more of Di6n than he did of Diony- 
sios. He kept him for a while at Syracuse, and even 
persuaded him to pay him a second visit. But nothing 
came of it Dionysios at last seised Di6n’s property 
and divided it among his own friends. This was 
during Plato’s second visit; after that Plato was very 
glad to get away. Presently the tyrant took on him 
to give the wife of Di6n to another man named Tuno- 
kratds. and he took pains to lead her young son into 
vice He also banished one of his chief officers, named 
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Hdraklcidds, who then passed for a friend of Didn's. 
The tyranny in short was Retting worse and worse. 

All this happened during the first seven years of 
the reign of the younger Dionysios (itc. 367 -360). 
Meanwhile Didn visited several parts of Old Greece, 
and was everywhere received with honour. At Sparta 
he received a most special honour, being admitted to 
full Spartan citizenship, a gift which was most rarely 
bestowed on any stranger. At Athens he made the 
acquaintance of Kallippoa, one of Pinto’s followers; 
indeed lie made friends everywhere. He began to 
plan schemes for upsetting the tyranny of Dionysios, 
and lie met with encouragement In many quarters. 
Hiraklcidis too was planning for the same object; but 
lie and Didn did not agree, and each followed his own 
course. It is certain that no good came of the friend¬ 
ship of Kallippos ; as for the rivnlry of Hdraklcidds, 
it is only fair to remember that we have the story 
only as it was told by the friends of Didn. At any 
rate Didn was ready for his enterprise before Hdra- 
klcidds was. He had gradually raised a small force 
of mercenaries and volunteers ; but of Syracusan 
exiles, of whom there arc said to have been ns 
many as a thousand seeking shelter in different parts 
of Greece, lie could get only twenty-five or thirty to 
join him. At last, in the summer of the year B.c. 
357, ten years after the death of the old Dionysios, 
lie set forth on his errand of deliverance. His force 
was so small that all could be carried in five 
merchant-ships. 

Didn and his small fleet did not follow the usual 
coasting route of ships going from Old Greece to 
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Sicily. The Italian coast was watched by a force 
under PhilistOL Didn therefore struck straight across 
the open sea from Zakynthos to Sicily. 11 is steersman 
guided him right to the south-east comer and there 
recommended him to land. Hut Didn did not think 
it wise to land so near Syracuse. Then a wind 
drove him to the coast of Africa. Thence he was 
soon able by a change of weather to reach the south 
coast of Sicily at Hdraklcia or Mindn, now, by the 
late treaty, a border fortress of Carthage and called 
by the Punic name of Ras Mtlkart. Here the officer 
in command, Synalos by name, was a Greek in the 
service of Carthage and a friend of Didn’s. Me 
received him and in’s followers friendly, and whilo at 
Hdruklcia Didn heard a precious piece of news, 
namely that Dionyslos was not at Syracuse, but had 
gone with the more part of his fleet to look after the 
towns which he had founded on the Hadriatic. Timo- 
kratds, to whom the tyrnnt had given Didn’s wife, was 
left in command at Syracuse. As soon asTimokraWa 
heard that Didn had landed, he sent a letter to 
Dionysios, but the messenger professed to have lost 
the letter by a strange accident; so the tyrant only 
heard the news some days later by common fame. It 
was a great point for Didn to reach Syracuse before 
Dionysios jhould come back ; so he marched with all 
speed, Greeks, Sikans,and Sikcls joining him at every 
step as he went along. The march was done in three 
days. The night before the last day they encamped 
before the hill of Akrai, the inland outpost of Syra- 
cusc. There Didn heard more of the state of things 
in the city. Epipolai was guarded by some of the 
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barbarian soldier* to whom the elder Dionysios had 
given KatanA and other towns. DiAn cunningly 
spread n rumour abroad that he was not going to 
march straight on Syracuse, but on those towns first. 
The barbarians believed the story, and in spite of all 
the efforts of Timokraids who came out of the Island 
to keep them in order, they marched off to defend 
their own homes. Thus DiAn was able to reach 
Syracuse without opposition. Me started from 
Akrai before daybreak, and reached the crossing of 
the Anapos just as the sun was rising. He offered 
sacrifices; the prophets foretold good luck; and the 
whole army marched on with their sacrificial wreaths 
on their heads, as if in a religious procession. By 
this time men could see them from the hill of 
Syracuse. The whole city rose. The people set on 
the few mercenaries who were left In the outer city, 
who contrived to form and encamp on part of 
Ivpipolai Timokrntds tried to get back to the 
Island, but he could not do so for the crowds. 
He rode away by the northern road. The tyrant's 
soldiers were thus left without a commander, and 
DiAn was able to enter Syracuse without hindrance. 

Meanwhile some of the people set upon the tyrant’s 
spies and other agents. Others went in their best 
clothes to welcome their deliverer at the gate, the 
gate of TcmcnitAs, in the new wall of the elder Diony¬ 
sios. There they saw DiAn in splendid armour, lead¬ 
ing his troops, with his brother Mcgakles and his friend 
Kallippos on each side of him. When he reached 
the gate, he announced by sound of trumpet that DiAn 
and McgaklAs were come to deliver Syracuse and all 
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the Greek cities of Sicily from the tyrant. Then he 
marched on through Achradina, the people pressing 
on him on both sides with wreaths and sacrifices and 
drink-offerings. At last he was able to mount a tall sun¬ 
dial which the elder Dionysios had made near the gates 
between Achradina and the Island. There he made a 
speech as to an assembly of the Syracusan people and 
called on them to elect generals. They at once chose 
Didn and McgakMa generals with full power*. Hut 
DiOn said that they must have colleagues; so the 
people chose as many as twenty, some of them taken 
from among the exiles who had come back with Di6n. 






IVRACVII. TIM».. 

He then attacked and drove out the t»MM> 
on Epipolal; he set free those who ^rc shut up In 
the tyrant’s prisons, and bu.lt a wall of defence 
between the Island and the delivered parts of the oty. 
Dionysios, owing to the loss of Tlmokratfis otter, did 
rC back with his fleet till seven days after 
Didn's entrance. And then he found that all Syra¬ 
cuse. except the Island, had passed away from h.s 

d °Nc«°r n had any man had such a run of '!“(! 
D i6n had up to his time It was now that h.s diffi¬ 
culties began. It was always easy to ra.se susp.co 
against Dion on account of his long connex.on with 
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the house of the tyrants. And in truth, notwithstand- 
ing his popular bearing on the day of his entry, it 
may be doubted whether Didn at any time really 
thought of restoring freedom to Syracuse in the sense 
in which most Syracusans would understand freedom. 
He had not lived in a democracy ; he and his friend 
l'lato seem to have dreamed all manner of impossible 
constitutions. There should be a king with limited 
powers, or perhaps more than one king, after the man- 
ncr of Sparta. In ahort the Syracusans wished to 
rule themselves, like any other free Greek city ; Di6n 
wished to rule them himself or with a few colleagues. 
He wished no doubt to rule them justly and well; 
but still to rule them. His hau R hty manner tori 
helped before long to make him personally unpopular. 
We hear casually that lie had a bodyguard. like a 
tyrant. Dionysios was quite clever enough to know 
all this, and to make his advantage out of it. His 
first trick was to try to open negotiations with Didn 
personally, and not with the Syracusan people. Di6n 
told the tyrant not to speak to him, but to the people. 
Another message then came; Dionysios, like more 
modern oppressors, promised to make various reforms. 
At this the people had the sense to laugh, and Didn 
told the tyrant’s envoys that no oiler could be listened 
to except a complete abdication of the tyranny. If 
he did this, Didn would, out of old friendship, procure 
good terms for him personally. Dionysios pretended 
to agree ; lie asked that envoys should be sent into the 
Island to settle terms. Rut when they came, he kept 
them there, and sent his mercenaries to make a sudden 
attack on the wall which now hemmed in the Island 
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by land. A sharp battle followed, in which Didn 
showed great courage, and received a wound. In the 
end the barbarians were driven back into the fortress. 

Dionysios now sent letters to Didn from his wife and 
sister whom he still kept in the Island. These Didn 
read out to the assembly. But one letter was headed 
"from Hipparinos to his father;” this the people 
told him to keep to himself; it was too private to be 
opened publicly. But Dion opened and read it aloud. 
And it proved not to be from his son, but from the 
tyrant. Dionysios called on Didn to remember their 
old friendship, and not to serve an ungrateful people. 
He did not wish to rule any longer himself; he would 
willingly give up his power to Didn. If Didn refused 
this, he would do dreadful things to his sister and 
wife and son. 

It is not perhaps very wonderful thnt the reading 
of this letter raised suspicions against Didn among the 
people. And these suspicions grew stronger when a 
rival to Didn for the good will of the Syracusans 
presently came on the field. This was Ildraklcidds, 
who now enme with a number of triremes, some 
say twenty, some only seven, and 1,500 more 
soldiers. He was skilful in warfare and of more 
popular manners than Didn j so he easily won the 
favour of the people. The assembly presently elected 
him admiral. Then Didn said that this could not be 
without his own consent; but he presently himself 
proposed the election of llcraklcidds with a guard 
equal to his own. This satisfied nobody ; men began 
to call Didn a tyrant, and to say that they had only 
exchanged a drunken master for a sober one. And 
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presently Ildraklcidds was able to do real services 
which might seem to equal those of Didn. 

Dionysios had come back to Syracuse with only 
part of his fleet; the rest was still off the coast of 
Italy under the command of Philistos. The historian 
of Sicily, vigorous in his old age, was now the main¬ 
stay of the power of the tyrant. He came from 
Italy with the ships and troops which had been left 
there. He failed in an attempt to win back Lcontinoi, 
which had revolted from Dionysios. He next met 
Hdraklcidds in a sea-fight. Some of the crews of the 
tyrant’s ships must have joined the patriots; other¬ 
wise Hdraklcidds could not have had sixty ships to 
face the same number which Philistos commanded. 
The Syracusans had the bettor, and Philistos, after 
doing his best for his master, was taken alive. To 
the disgrace of the delivered commonwealth, the old 
man was put to death with insult, and his body was 
dragged Into the streets and thrown into the stone- 
quarries. 

With the death of Philistos Dionysios began to lose 
heart; but he still went on with his tricks to discredit 
Didn. The victory had naturally made Hdrnklcidds 
the favourite. Dionysios now sent another message 
to Didn, offering to give up the Island on condition of 
being allowed to withdraw safely to Italy and to keep 
the profits of a large private estate in the Syracusan 
territory. Didn again told the tyrant to make his pro¬ 
posal to the people and not to him. At the same time 
he counselled the assembly to accept the terms. But 
the people hoped to take the tyrant alive, and refused to 
hearken. Dionysios now thought mainly of his own 
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personal safety. Me contrived to escape by sea, taking 
with him most of his treasures and furniture, but leaving 
the best of his mercenaries still in the Island under 
the command of his son Apoliokratis, who must have 
been young for such a trust. This rather discredited 
I Idrakleidis, as men said that he ought to have kept 
better watch. And the story goes that he was thereby 
stirred up to make yet further attneks on Didn, 
setting on men to propose measures which Didn had 
to withstand. At last he was able to carry a vote by 
which Didn was deprived of his generalship, and 
twenty-five new generals were appointed, of whom 
Hfirnklcldfi* himself was one. Hitherto lie had not 
been one of the body of generals, but had held a 
separate command at sea. And it was further voted 
to refuse pay to the men who had come from I’clopon- 
ndsos with Didn. These men were not common 
mercenaries; they had come from zeal in the cause, 
and had done great things for it; but they could not 
afford to serve for nothing in a strange country. 

The Peloponnesians gathered round Didn, and 
prayed him to lead them against the Syracusans. 
Meanwhile the party of Ik'mklcidfrt tried to win 
them over by offers of citizenship. There had been 
a talk of division of lands, and most likely they were 
to get land instead of their pay. But the soldiers 
clave to Didn, and Didn refused to act against the 
Syracusans. He accordingly went away with his 
followers, 3,000 in number. They marched towards 
Lcontinoi; on the road they were followed by the 
new Syracusan generals with their force. Dion’s men 
were much better soldiers than the Syracusans, and 
>5 
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they easily drove off their assailants, Didn striving 
to shed as little Syracusan blood as might be. He and 
his men were welcomed at Lcontinoi and received to 
citizenship. 

The Syracusans had thus (ac. 35 <S) Rot rid of their 
deliverer about nine months after their deliverance. 
There were faults on both sides ; but Didn undoubtedly 
had an honest purpose to get rid of the tyranny, what¬ 
ever kind of government he may have wished to set 
up in its stead. The Syracusans had now to besiege 
Ortygia for themselves, without Didn’s help or that 
of his men. And their prospects grew worse when 
Dionysios sent a large stock of provisions for his garri¬ 
son, and an able officer named Nypsios from the Cam- 
panian Nenpolis or Naples. He came, like Gylippos, 
at the very moment when the garrison had made up 
their minds to come to terms with tho citizens. The 
Syracusan generals, who must have been guilty of 
some negligence in letting Nypsios enter the Great 
Harbour, repaired their fault by leading out the ships 
of the commonwealth to attack the mercenaries while 
they were still busy in getting the provisions on shore. 
A Syracusan victory followed j but, just as after the 
greater victory over the Athenians, the night was 
given up to revelry and drunkenness. Nypsios saw 
his opportunity; in the dead of the night he sent 
forth his mercenaries with orders to deal with the 
citizens as they would. They sealed the wall with 
which Di6n had hemmed in the Island, slaying the 
drunken guards. But that night there was little - 
slaughter, save of such as tried to resist; the minds 
of the mercenaries were bent on plundering the 
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houses and carrying off the women and children. 
This work went on all night through the lower part 
of the city. In the morning, those who had come 
to their senses and had contrived to escape to the 
parts of the town which the enemy had not reached, 
held an assembly, and with one voice voted to send 
to Lcontinoi and to pray Di6n to come at once to 
their help with his soldiers. 

As soon as the message came, D 16 n at once held 
an assembly of his soldiers. He left it to them to 
say whether they would go nnd deliver men who had 
treated them so unworthily. For himself he had no 
choice ; he must go, if only to die in the ruins of his 
native city. The whole body voted to go with him, 
and they set out by night. On the way ho was met 
by contradictory messages. At night-fall Nypsios 
had withdrawn his soldiers into the Island. The 
enemies of Didn then gave out that there was 
no longer any need of DiOn’s help. The gates 
were shut against him, and n message was sent, 
bidding him not to come on. Hut his friends sent 
another message, bidding him to continue his march. 
Perplexed between the two messages, he marched on, 
but with less speed than before. At Inst, when he was 
near Megara, about seven miles ofT, a most pressing 
message came from Ht’raklcides himself, praying him 
to come with all speed. As soon as Nypsios heard 
that the gates were shut against Didn, he let out his 
mercenaries again. This night was yet more frightful 
than the other. For this time they did not only 
plunder and carry off, but burned houses and slew all 
whom they met. Dion's bitterest enemies now felt 
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that their only hope was in him. After this last 
message, his men came on with all speed. They 
came up Epipolai on the north side by the gates 
called Hcxapyla. All that part of the city was 
clear; they had next to carry the wall of Achradina, 
which Nypsios and some of his men defended. Within 
the wall, they had to fight their way as they could 
among the burning houses and the streets choked 
with dead bodies. But they pressed on ; the mer¬ 
cenaries made a last stand near the gate of Ortygia. 
The more part escaped into the fortress; those who 
were caught outside, ns many ns four thousand, were 
slaughtered. 

DiAn had thus saved Syracuse a second time, and 
his second entrance was of a very different kind from 
the first. His men had to put out the flames nnd 
to clear away the dead. As soon as might be, an 
assembly was held. The more part of DIAn's chief 
enemies had fled ; IICraklcidAs nnd his uncle Thco- 
dotis confessed their fault nnd craved his pardon. 
Many of DiAn’s friends urged him to put them to 
death, and to free the city from their intrigues. But 
DiAn forgave them, after a somewhat pedantic speech, 
saying that it was his business as a philosopher to 
outdo his enemies in virtue. He then repaired the 
wall which hemmed in the Island ; he buried the 
dead, and ransomed the captives. In another 
assembly HAraklcidAs himself proposed that DiAn 
should be made general with full powers by land 
and sea. But it is said that the sailors who had 
shared Hernklcides’ victory objected ; so the com¬ 
mand was divided, IIAraklcidAs taking the command 
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by sen. War with Dionysios went on for some while; 
but each side charged the other with negligence and 
treason, till Di6n and Hcraklcidds were again formally 
reconciled through the intervention of a Spartan 
named Gaisylos, who had come from Sparta to act, 
if need be, the part of Gylippos. We should like to 
know something more about his mission ; but our 
account is most meagre in everything but what per¬ 
sonally concerns Didn. At any rate Gaisylos behaved 
thoroughly well, claiming nothing for himself, but 
binding Hiraklpidea by the most solemn onths to be 
faithful to Didn. 

Soon after this came the full completion of de¬ 
liverance. We do not hear again of Nypsios j but 
Apollokratds the son of Dionysios found that he 
could hold out no longer. He sailed away under a 
truce which he made with DiOn, by which he was 
allowed to take away his mother and sisters, and so 
much of his goods and treasure as he could take in 
five triremes. But the fortress and the mihtnry 
stores in it were given up to Di6n. And as nothing 
is said of the mercenaries, it would seem that they 
' passed into Didn’s service. Dion now went into the 
Island and was welcomed by his sister Aristomachd, 
the widow of the old Dionysios, by his wife Aretd, 
whom he took back again, and his son Hipparino*. 

The joy throughout Syracuse was great; but it was 
soon damped. Didn went to live in his own house 
and not in the fortress ; but he kept possession of the 
fortress when men hoped that he would destroy it 
altogether. Wo cannot blame him when he refused, 
what many wished, to destroy the tomb of the elder 
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Dionysios, and to cast out his bones. Hut he kept 
power in his own hands, and kept on his haughty 
demeanour. He had no thought of restoring the 
democracy ns it had stood before the tyranny began. 
He was still corresponding with 1'lato and with 
friends at Sparta and Corinth, cities used to aris- 
tocratic government. Among them they dreamed of 
another beautiful scheme of government, in which 
what we may call king, lords, and commons were all 
to have their proper places. HOraklcidCs and his 
party, whether they knew anything of all this or not, 
at least knew that Didn had not restored the old 
Syracusan commonwealth, but kept all power to 
himself. They naturally complained. And now Didn 
yielded to his friends who again suggested the death 
of Ht'raklcidi'n. Didn had refused to put him to death 
when it could have been done, if not by u legal sentence, 
at least by military execution ; he now sank to con¬ 
nive at the secret murder of Hdnkleidte Whatever 
he had done before, whatever he dreamed of doing, 
he was now practically tyrant. 

As such he was before long to undergo the tyrant’s 
fate. With the position of a tyrant lie had not learned 
to practise the system of caution and suspicion by 
which tyrants maintained their power. He still put 
faith in his Athenian friend Kallippos, who all the 
while was plotting against him. Pic had warnings 
and visions, and his son threw himself from a window 
and was killed. His wife A ret* and his sister Aristo- 
machfi knew better what was going on. They made 
Kallippos take the Great Oath, the most solemn of 
oaths in the name of the great goddesses of Sicily, 
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that he was planning no ill against Didn. But he 
cared not for the oath, and he presently compassed the 
death of Didn at the hands of some young Zakyn- 
thians. These, one would think, must have been 
men who had followed Didn when he set sail from 
their island, but who turned against him now that he 
was looked on ns n tyrant. 

Several years of confusion followed the death of 
Didn, who had begun so well and had ended so ill. 
Knllippos kept himself in power for about n year. He 
gave himself out as a deliverer, and wrote a letter 
to that effect to his own city of Athens. He threw 
Aristomnchfi and Arete' into prison, where Arete' gave 
birth to a son. Next one Hlkctna, a friend of Didn, 
professed to have the two women released and sent 
to Pcloponnc'sos, but he had them drowned on the 
voyage. The child seems to have lived. Presently 
men began to complain of Kallippos ; but for a while 
he got the better of his enemies, who found shelter at 
Lcontinoi. Then a new claimant appeared, Hlpparinos, 
non of the old Dionysios by AristomnchO, nephew 
therefore of Didn. He would naturally strive to get 
dominion in Syracuse if he could, and he might even 
give himself out as the avenger of his mother and 
uncle. When Kallippos was warring against Katam', 
Hlpparlnoa contrived to enter Syracuse with his 
brother Nysaios, and to get possession of the Island. 
Kallippos had to put up with the tyranny of Katanc 
instead of that of Syracuse, and Hiketas got hold of 
the tyranny of l.continoi. Hipparinos was presently 
killed in a drunken fit, and Nysaios kept the Island. 
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Lastly, their elder half-brother, Dionysios himself 
(ac 346), tried his luck again. He had been living at 
Lokrol, his mother’s city, since lie had left Syracuse, 
and had made himself hated there by his cruelty and 
debauchery. He now saw another chance, and he 
contrived to drive his brother Nysaios from the Island, 
which, with his son Apollokrate's, he occupied, and 
was tyrant once more. And all this time l'lato was 
dreaming dreams and writing letters and sketching 
another constitution for Syracuse, in which Dionysios 
and Hipparinos and the young son of Di6n should 
all be constitutional king* at once. 

It would seem that none of these tyrants who came 
in one after the other had occupied all Syracuse ; they 
could have held only the Island. At any rate there 
were somewhere citizens of Syracuse who were able to 
act. Besides all these tyrants, the Carthaginians were 
again beginning to be threatening. Men feared lest, 
not only freedom but Greek life altogether, should 
be wiped out in Sicily. They sought for help ; they 
sought it in Old Greece, at the hands of their 
metropolis Corinth. Hiketas too at Lcontinoi was 
believed to be making plots in concert with Carthage ; 
but lie openly joined in the appeal to Corinth, and the 
free Syracusans chose him general. 

And now the purest hero in the whole talc of Sicily, 
till his likeness came again in our own day, steps on 
the field. What Di6n had professed to do, what at 
one time we may believe he really meant to do, 
Timolcdn did. During our whole story we arc struck 
with the true and generous zeal for the suffering 
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Sicilian colony which (a shown by the Corinthian 
commonwealth generally. In Timolcdn this zeal 
inches its height. He was a noble Corinthian, son 
of TimodamcM, and he first distinguished himself 
by saving the life of his brother Timophands in battle. 
Hut when TiinophanCs presently seized the tyranny, 
after exhorting him in vain to give up his ill-gotten 
power, he joined with /F-schylus the brother-in-law of 
Timophancs in putting him to death, though he did 
not himself strike the blow. To slay a tyrant was 
among the Greeks counted as the noblest of deeds; 
but some doubted whether it should be done by a 
brother-in-law and n brother. Men's minds therefore 
were divided ; some honoured Timolcdn as the slayer 
of a tyrant, while others loathed him ns the murderer 
of a brother. And among these last, to Timolcdn'* 
great grief, was Damnrista, the mother both of himself 
and of his slain brother. According to one account, 
the Syracusan embassy came very soon after these 
events, while, according to another, a space of twenty 
yenrs had passed. In any ense, when the Syracusan 
embassy came to ask help from Corinth, Timolcdn 
was called to take the command. He was bidden to 
go forth as a kind of ordeal; his former act should be 
judged by his acts in his new character. 

Just, as in the ease of Gylippos, more turned on the 
man that was sent than on the force that was put 
under his command. Corinth gave Timolcdn only 
seven ships, but one of these was specially consecrated 
to the goddesses of Sicily. For the priestess of 
Ddmdtdr and Tersephond at Corinth dreamed that 
the goddesses told her that they were going on a 
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voyage to Sicily with Timolcdn. And he and his 
men had many signs on the voyage to show that the 
goddesses were with them. They were further 
strengthened by human help; for, of the sister cities 
of Syracuse, Leulcas gave one ship, and Korkyra, 
once more, as in the days of Ilippokrntfis, for¬ 
getting her quarrel with her mother, gave two. Hut 
the force that went was but small, a few Corinthian 
volunteers and about t.JOO mercenaries. And these 
were mostly men of bad repute, who had served with 
the l’hokinn leaders who had robbed the Delphian 
temple. For we must remember that we have come 
to the days when Philip of Mnccdon had become a 
great power in Greece. I Ic had already taken Olynthos, 
but he had not yet fought the battle of Chnironcia. 
With such a force as this Timolcdn set forth to drive 
Dionysios n second time out of his stronghold in the 
Island of Syracuse. And on the way, when the fleet 
reached Khdgion, now nguin a free city, they found 
there a Carthaginian fleet of twenty ships, with envoys 
from Hiketas. He had. he said, defeated the tyrant; he 
had recovered Syracuse, all but the Island, and there 
he was going to besiege Dionysios with the help of 
the Carthaginians. He would be glad to receive 
TimolcOn himself, and to consult with him ns to 
operations; but the Carthaginians would not allow 
the Corinthian ships to come to Syracuse. There was 
more reason than ever to go on, as Hiketas now 
plainly showed that he was in league with Carthage ; 
but it was hard to go on in the face of the I'unic fleet. 
By a clever trick, planned with the Rhegincs, who were 
zealous in his cause, Timolcbn contrived to get hisships 
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out, and to land at Tauromcnion without the know¬ 
ledge of the Carthaginians. 

Timoledn was now on Sicilian ground, and at 
Tauromcnion he found his first ally. The chief man 
there, one hardly knows his exact position, was 
Andromachos, father of the historian Timaios. He 
had done much for the city, enlarging it and bringing 
in new settlers. He now joined Timoledn zealously. 
Hut the prospects of the deliverer were dark. Diony- 
sios held the Island, and Iliketas the rest of Syra¬ 
cuse. The other towns, Greek and Sikcl, were held 
by tyrants, all of whom would be against Timoledn ; 
the Carthaginians meanwhile were strong in the West, 
besides their fleet in the eastern sea. One I’unlc trireme 
was sent to Tauromcnion, with envoys, bidding 
Andromachos drive the Corinthians away. The 
envoy held the palm of his hand upwards, nnd said 
that, if the Corinthians were not sent away, the city 
of Tauromcnion should be turned upside down In the 
like sort. Then Andromachos turned his hand both 
ways, and said that, If the Punic ship did not sail 
away at once, it should be turned upside down in the 
like sort. The Carthaginians did no more, but sailed 
away to Syracuse, whither Iliketas called them. 
Titnoledn was presently invited by the people of 
Hadranum, at the foot of /Etna, the town which 
Dionysios the Elder had founded by the temple of 
the Sikcl fire-god. Timoledn marched thither; so 
did Hiketas with a larger force. But Titnoledn came 
suddenly on him and defeated him. I lc was gladly 
welcomed by the people of Hadranum ; and the tale 
was told that, while the fight was going on, the 
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doors of the innermost shrine of Hndranus opened of 
themselves, and the god was seen sweating and 
brandishing his spear, us having a share in the toil 
and the victory of Timolcon. 

Timolodn now for a while kept his head-quarters 
at Hadrannm. His wonderful success made men 
believe that he was under the special care of the 
gods. Allies now began to flock in to him. Several 
cities joined him, specially Typdaris, the other founda¬ 
tion of the elder Dionysios on the northern coast. 
And the tyrant Mamcrcus of Kntanfi sought liis 
alliance. And presently u more wonderful message 
came than all. Dionysios grew tired of being 
besieged in Ortygin, and he gave up all hope of being 
able to win back anything beyond Ortygia. And of 
the two, he liked better to fall into the hands of 
Timoledn than into those of Hiketas. So he offered 
to surrender, ns it is put, to the Corinthians. He 
would give up the stronghold and the horses and arms, 
and the mercenaries, on condition of being sent safely 
to Corinth with his private property. This ofTer 
Timolcdn gladly accepted. He sent two Corinthian 
officers with a small body of men, to take possession 
of the Island, and Dionysios, with his goods and a 
few friends, was sent in a trireme to Corinth. There 
the fallen tyrant lived as a private man for the rest 
of his days. It was thought the great wonder of the 
time to sec one who had been so powerful living in a 
private station, more wonderful than if he had been 
slain or kept as a prisoner. He became the great 
sight of Corinth, and many stories arc told of the 
sharp sayings that he made to people who came to 
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sec him. One may be enough, as it was made to so 
famous a man. King Philip of Maccdon asked him 
how his father, with so much else to do, had found 
time to write tragedies. Dionysios answered that he 
wrote them in the time which himself and Philip and all 
the rest who passed for happy spent at the wine-cup. 
His old friend I'lato had died before he came to 
Corinth, or we might have had some reflexions on his 
fall. 

The surrender of Ortygia to Timolc6n happened 
within fifty days after his landing in Sicily. The 
Corinthians now thought it worth while to send out 
a larger force. When they were ofT the coast ol Italy, 
they were hindered from going on by a Carthaginian 
fleet; so they spent the time in a work of the same 
kind as that on which they were sent, namely in 
helping the people of the Greek town of Thouriol 
against the neighbouring barbarians. Meanwhile 
Hiketas went on besieging Ortygin, while TimolcOn 
still stayed nt Hadrannm. Thither Hiketas sent two 
men to murder him, who were hindered in a wonderful 
way. They sought to slay Timolcon while he was 
sacrificing to the local god Hadranus. Hut a man in 
the crowd knew one of them as the man who had 
killed his father, and slew him on the spot. Then 
the other was conscience-stricken, and confessed his 
purpose. So Timolcdn was thought more and more 
to be under the special care of the gods. 

Hiketas now prayed the Cnrthnginian commander 
Magnn to come to his help with his whole force. 
The Punic ships now filled the Great Harbour, and, 
for the first time in all the wars between Carthage 
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and Syracuse, a Punic force was admitted into the 
Syracusan city. Timole6n‘s men in the Island were 
now In great straits ; but he contrived to send them 
provisions in little boats; and when Hiketas and 
Magdn went to besiege Katanfi, Nedn, the officer in 
command in Ortygia, made a sudden sally and 
occupied Achradina. And about the same time 
the Corinthians in Italy contrived to elude the Punic 
fleet there and to cross the strait. Timoledn now 
took the command, and marched to Syracuse. There 
Iliketas and Mngdn still held all the city outside 
Ortygia and Achradina, as well as the Great Harbour. 
Hut Timolcdn was able to encamp by the Anapos, 
the old camping-ground of so many armies. MagOn 
presently grew suspicious of Iliketas, and sailed 
away. When he reached Carthage, he was so fearful 
of the punishment of this cowardice that he killed 
himself, and the Carthaginians could only crucify his 
dead body. 

The gods had thus again fought for Timolc6n. Mo 
now planned a threefold assault on those parts of 
Syracuse which were still held by Iliketas. Me him¬ 
self attacked on the south side of the hill, and other 
Corinthian officers led on their troops on the north 
side and from Achradina. All the posts were taken ; 
Iliketas contrived to escape to Lcontinoi. All Syra¬ 
cuse was delivered, and it was a real deliverance. 
Timolcdn did not do this time as DiOn did ; he did not 
give the least suspicion that he wished to keep more 
than lawful power in his own hands. Didn hnd kept 
possession of the stronghold of the tyrants; Timolcdn 
called on the Syracusans to come and help with their 
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own hands in destroying it. The whole fortress was 
swept away, and courts of justice were built on the 
site. But Syracuse and the other Sicilian cities were 
in a sad state through all these tyrannies and wars. 
Some towns were quite forsaken ; the tyrants and, 
their mercenaries held the fortresses, while the citizens 
lived in the country. Stags and wild boars were said 
to occupy some towns, and in Syracuse itself the 
grass grew thick in the agora. Timolcdn saw that 
one great need of Syracuse and all Sicily was an 
increase of citizens. He wrote to Corinth, and at 
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his request the Corinthians made proclamation at the 
various games of Greece, and sent messengers to the 
islands and to many parts of Asia, calling on all 
banished Syracusans and other Sikcliots to come 
home again. Many such flocked to Corinth, but the 
number was by no means so great IS was needed. 
Another Corinthian proclamation invited all Greeks 
everywhere to take a part in what was in tmth a 
second Corinthian settlement of Syracuse, with 
Timolcdn as its second founder. Many came at 
this invitation, and were carried to Sicily under the 
auspices of the metropolis. Others flocked to 
Timolcdn of their own accord from various parts of 
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Sicily and Italy. At last as many as 60,000 return¬ 
ing exiles and new-comers were brought together in 
restored Syracuse. Two Corinthian citizens, Kephalos 
and Dionysios, were sent to legislate for what might 
almost be looked on as a new commonwealth. 
Citizens of an aristocratic city, they were wise enough 
to restore the old constitution of the democracy and 
to enact the laws of Dioklte afresh. 

All these reforms took time. And while they were 
going on, Timolcdn had other work to do. He had 
to set the rest of Greek Sicily free both from domes¬ 
tic tyrants and from barbarian masters. Of the 
tyrants the nearest was Hiketas at Lcontlnoi. 
Timolcdn marched against him, and, according to one 
account, he now underwent the only failure that is 
recorded of him. The walls of I^ontinoi were too 
strong for him. He therefore marched northwards to 
the inland town of Engyum, and to Apollonia near 
the northern coast. These were Slkel towns which had 
by this time fully taken to Greek ways. They were 
held by a tyrant named I-cptinCs, a Syracusan by 
birth, who had murdered Kalllppos the murderer of 
Didn. He submitted on terms, and Timolc6n sent 
him to Corinth, that the Greeks of Old Greece might 
see another fallen tyrant. A little later, it would 
seem, Hiketas thought it time to submit, to give up 
his mercenaries to Timolcdn, and to pull down his 
stronghold at Lcontinoi. lie was then allowed to live 
there as a private man. 

The Carthaginians were still threatening, and 
making ready for greater efforts in Sicily. Timolcdn, 
like Dionysios, thought it well to strike first, the more 
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so as he was in great straits for money to pay his 
mercenaries. He sent two of his Corinthian officers 
on a raid into the Carthaginian territory (b.C. 343-342). 
There they won over several towns to the Greek side, 
and brought back great spoil, which was useful both 
for paying the soldiers and for making ready for the 
greater campaign that was coming. 

Before long the great day of trial came. Another 
huge Carthaginian fleet and army was gathered 
together at Lilybaion. The numbers were less 
than in some earlier invasions; but what specially 
distinguished this expedition was that the need was 
deemed so great as to call for the presence of the 
Sacred Band, the hope and defence of Carthage, 
made up of the noblest and bravest of her citizens. 
This time then it was not wholly against hirelings 
that the war had to be waged. The Punic com¬ 
manders, Hamilkar and Asdrubal, determined at 
once to march against the Corinthians, that is against 
Syracuse. TimolcOn’s object was to march west¬ 
wards ns fast as he could, and to meet the barbarians 
before they were able to do damage to any Greek 
territory. Mis force was but smnjl, 12,000 at the out¬ 
side, against ;o,ooo of the enemy. And just now. 
when Syracuse and the other Sikcliot cities were in 
the very act of settling down after the times of con¬ 
fusion, no great force could be drawn from them. 
A large part of Timolcdn’s army was made up of mer¬ 
cenaries. And his march was delayed by a mutiny 
among them. They demanded their pay at once. 
Timoledn won over most of them, but he was obliged 
to allow a thousand of them to go back to Syracuse. 
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Yet, after this loss of time, he was able to meet the 
enemy quite in the western part of Sicily, three times 
as near to Lilybaion as to Syracuse. He came in time 
to save Entella from the Carthaginians, and then he 
met them in the greatest battle in the open field ever 
fought between Greeks and Phccnicians, the battle by 
the river Krimlsos. 

On their inarch, as they drew near, the Greek army 
was met by a number of mules laden with the plant 
called uliHon, which gave its name to the town of 
Selinous. This is commonly translated parsley, but 
it is really wild celery. The soldiers called out that 
this was a bad omen, as the plant was one used in 
funerals. But Timoledn, with ready wit, said that it 
was the best of omens j it was the plant of which the 
wreath of victory was made In the Isthmian games 
of Corinth. So he put a wreath of it on his own 
head, and the officers and soldiers did the like. It 
was in the forenoon of a June day that they reached 
the top of the hill by the river, and rested awhile. 
Hills and plain were covered with clouds and mist; 
but they heard the hum of a great army below. 
Presently the sun shone forth, and they saw the 
enemy crossing the river. First came the war- 
chariots; then the Sacred Band in heavy armour, 
with huge shields. Timolcdn first sent down the 
lior.se to charge them before they had fully crossed 
the stream and got into order. He himself followed 
with the phalanx, and led them on with a shout so 
loud that his men thought that a god was speaking 
by his voice. But there was hard fighting with the 
Sacred Band; the Greeks had to do what was 
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n most rare thing for Greeks, to throw away their 
spears and fight with their swords, like Spaniards or 
Romans. But at last the whole mass of these brave 
Carthaginians was cut to pieces. By this time the 
rest of the Punic army had crossed the river; but 
now, ns men thought, the gods declared openly for 
their favourite. A fierce storm came on; rain ami 
hail dashed in the faces of the barbarian*, and the 
lightning dazzled their eyes. The Greek victory was 
complete; well nigh the whole of the great Punic 
host was killed or taken prisoners or swept away by 
the river. 

As a battle, the fight by the Krimisos ranks along 
with that of Himera. As an immediate blow to 
Carthage it was the greater of the two, because of the 
destruction of the Sacred Band. But it did not give 
Greek Sicily so long a time of rest ns the battle of 
Himera hnd done. What men most thought of at the 
time was the way in which the gods were held to 
have given visible help to Timolcon. The spoil 
was something wonderful. Great gifts were made to 
the gods, and a special share was sent to Corinth, 
with an inscription which said how the Corinthians 
and Timolcdn their general had freed the Greeks of 
Sicily from the Carthaginians. 

Timoledn had beaten the barbarians ; he hnd still 
to deal with the tyrants. Marne reus at Katan£ had 
turned against him and had asked for help at Car¬ 
thage. Just now Carthage could only send a body 
of Greek mercenaries ; but they seem to have set up 
Hiketas again in the tyranny of Lcontinoi, and there 
was another tyrant Hippon at Manana. These men 
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Mined some victories over some of Timolcdn’s mer¬ 
cenaries, men who had had a share in the sacrilege 
at Delphi. So men said that the gods favoured 
Timoledn wherever he went himself, but that they 
punished his guilty followers when he was not with 
them. Presently all these tyrants were put down 
by Timoledn. Hiketas was taken at Lcontinoi and 
put to death as a tyrant and traitor. Iiis wife and 
daughters were sent to Syracuse, where the Syracusans 
condemned them to death in vengeance for the 
murder of the wife and sister of Didn by llikctas. 
It was held to be the one stain on the character of 
Timoledn, that, though he did nothing to promote this 
cruelty, he did nothing to hinder it. Mamercus sur- 
rendered to Timoledn on condition that he should 
have a trial before the Syracusan assembly and that 
Timoledn should not speak against him. Timoledn 
held his peace; when Mamercus saw how strongly 
the Syracusans were against him, he tried to dash his 
head against the stone scats of the theatre where the 
assembly was held. But he failed, and he was put to 
death as a robber. As for Hippdn, he fell into the 
hands of the Messanians themselves, who put him 
solemnly to death, sending for the boys to nee, as the 
punishment of a tyrant was held to be an edifying 
sight. These things seem harsh to us ; but we should 
remember that all Greeks held that a tyrant who had 
risen by trampling all law underfoot had lost all right 
to the protection of law, and that he might be rightly 
dealt with as a wild beast. 

And now peace was made with Carthage. The 
Halykos was still to be the boundary ; so Carthage 
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still kept Selinous and Hiraklcia; but those of the 
inhabitants who chose were allowed to move freely 
into the Greek territory. And the Carthaginians 
bound themselves by a clause most unlike their first 
treaty with Dionysios ; they were not to give help to 
any tyrant. There were still some to put down at 
Centuripa and Agyrium. The people of the last 
Sikel town, when set free from their tyrant Apol- 
lAniadts, were admitted to Syracusan citizenship, and 
they received Greek settlers in their territory. So 
greatly had the distinction between Greek nnd Sikel, so 
clearly marked a hundred years before, now died out. 
TimoleAn also put an end to the Campanians at /Etna, 
and he sent fresh settlers to Gela and Akragas. 
Akragas now again became a place of some import¬ 
ance, though it never rose again to its old greatness. 
Thus, if not all Sicily, yet nearly nil that part of Sicily 
which had ever been either Greek or Sikel, was now 
free. It became again n land of free commonwealths, 
without either foreign masters or domestic tyrants. 

TimolcAn’s work was now done. He laid down his 
office of general, and with it all extraordinary powers. 
He became a private man, and, as a private man, he 
chose rather to live in the land which he had delivered 
than to go back to his own Corinth. He sent to 
Corinth for his wife and children, and spent the rest 
of his days on an estate close to Syracuse which the 
Syracusan people had given him. He became blind, 
and he seldom visited the city or took any part in 
public affairs. Rut when the Syracusan people wished 
for his advice, he was brought in a carriage into the 
theatre, and he told them what was best. Once or 
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twice men spoke against him ; then all that he said 
was that the wish of his heart was now fulfilled ; every 
man in Syracuse could speak as he pleased. At last, 
about eight years after his first coming into Sicily, he 
died (D.C. 336). As a special honour, he was buried 
within the city, and around his monument in the 
agora was built a range of public buildings called 
after him the Timolcontcion. So died, and so was 
honoured, the man of the worthiest fame in the whole 
story of Sicily, the man who thought it enough to 
deliver others and who sought nothing for himself. 

But though neither Sicily nor any other part of 
the Greek world ever saw such another as Timolcfln, 
and though the immediate work of Timolcfln lasted 
only a short time, yet the example of Difln and 
Timolcfln had a great effect. It became the custom 
now for the Greeks of Italy and Sicily, when they 
were pressed by any enemies, at once to ask for help 
in Old Greece. We must remember the state of Old 
Greece at the time. When Timolcfln sailed for Sicily, 
Philip of Maccdon was fast advancing to the 
supremacy of Greece, and before Timolcfln died, the 
battle of Chairflneia in B.C 338 had actually given 
him that supremacy. This was a state of things 
which made many in Greece dissatisfied, and anxious 
to try their fortunes in the West. Presently came the 
wonderful conquests of Alexander ; and the establish¬ 
ment of Greek kingdoms in Asia and Egypt by his 
generals stirred up ambitious princes to attempt the 
like in other lands. There were now no great citizens 
like Timolcfln or even like Difln ; but several kings of 
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Sparta and of Epeiros showed themselves eager for 
western adventure. But even the best of them were 
not like TimoleAn. They were ready to be deliverers 
in the sense of driving out barbarians from Greek 
lands, but they did so to form kingdoms for them¬ 
selves. A succession of them came, the first even 
during the life-time of TimolcAn. This was Archi- 
damos king of Sparta, who had played a considerable 
part in the older state of things in Greece, and who 
was glad to escape from the new by trying his fortune 
elsewhere. The Tarantincs, pressed by the Luca- 
nians and Mcssaplans, asked help of their metro¬ 
polis Sparta, just as the Syracusans had asked help 
of their metropolis Corinth. Archidamos came out 
to their help; but he was slain (B.C. 33») In a battle 
with the barbarians at Manduria or Mandurium, on 
the same day, men said, as Philip’s victory at ChuirO- 
ncia. 

We can only guess nt the objects of Archidamos. 
The next who came, the Molottian king Alexander, 
uncle of the more famous Macedonian of the same 
name, certainly came to found a dominion for itself 
over Greeks and barbarians (iuV 332-330- He began 
the work with some success ; he even made a treaty 
with Rome, then a strong power in Central Italy, 
but which had not reached so far south. But he 
was presently murdered, and his schemes died with 
him. Neither of these princes actually touched Sicily. 
But their coining was clearly suggested by the careers 
of Dirtn and TiinoleAn, and some of those who cairn: 
after them on the same errand had directly to do with 
Sicilian affaire. Meanwhile we have nothing to say 
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about Sicily itself for several years, till a new power 
arises which brings Sicily into a wider connexion 
with the world in general than any that came before 
it 
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It is grievous to think that the freedom and well- 
being which Timolcdn brought back to Syracuse and 
to all Greek Sicily lasted hardly more than twenty 
years. The tyrants could do more lasting evil than 
the deliverers could do good. Seventeen years after 
Timolcfin's death we again hear of civil disputes in 
the Greek commonwealths of Sicily, and of^ wars 
between one commonwealth and another. Three 
years later again there came a tyranny which in some 
things was worse than any that Timolcon had over¬ 
thrown. A man in many things like Dionysius, 
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even more enterprising and far more cruel, made 
Syracuse again the centre of a great dominion. This 
was Agathoklds son of Karkinos. About him several 
things are to be noted. Dionysios was a born Syra¬ 
cusan, and, after all his dealings with Carthage and 
with other barbarians, lie was on the whole a champion 
of Hellas, and, whenever he showed himself in that 
character, he was zealously supported by all Greek 
Sicily. Agathoklds, on the other hand, was not a 
Syracusan by birth, and, though he did greater things 
against the Carthaginians than any other Greek, he 
was never so distinctly as Dionysios the champion of 
united Greek Sicily. Dionysios too lived before, and 
Agathoklds after, the great victories of Alexander in 
Asia. This made a great difference in the position 
of the two men. Agathoklds saw the Macedonian 
captains founding kingdoms for themselves, and lie 
made himself a king to match them. And there was 
a great difference between the kind of tyranny 
practised by the two men. Dionysios was harsh and 
suspicious; but, while he stuck at no useful crime, 
he seldom showed himself wantonly cruel. Agathoklds 
affected a frank and jovial demeanour, and thus kept 
the good will of the lower people ; but ever and anon 
he did deeds such as Dionysios never did. Dionysios 
never wrought a massacre; to Agathoklds it some¬ 
times seems as if a massacre was really a kind of 
amusement. 

The father of Agathoklds, banished from Rhdgion, 
settled at Therma (the Haths of Himera) on the 
northern coast of Sicily, then a Greek town under Car¬ 
thaginian dominion. Warned by an oracle that the 
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child would do gicat mischief, Karkinos ordered him 
to be exposed ; but his mother saved him and per¬ 
suaded her brother to bring him up. Afterwards he 
was received by his father, and when Timolcdn was 
planting new citizens at Syracuse, the whole family 
moved thither. There Agathoklds passed his youth 
in the trade of a potter; but lie was strong and hand¬ 
some, and he specially won the favour of a leading 
man named Damas, whose widow lie afterwards 
married, and received great wealth with her. He 
was a valiant soldier, and Damas got him promotion 
in the army. Me distinguished himself in a war with 
Akragas, and also in an expedition which Syracuse, 
following the best side of Hierdn of old, sent into 
Italy to help KrotOn ngainst the neighbouring 
Hruttian*. But the generals Sdsistrntos and Hint- 
klcidii refused Agathoklds the rewards of his valour. 
They were then the chief men in Syracuse, and a bed 
report is given of them. They were the leaders of 
an oligarchic club of Goo men, whom Agathokles 
denounced as conspiring to set up a tyranny. 
Banished, it would seem, he became an adventurer 
and mercenary captain in Italy. One time we find 
him defending Rhdgion, the city of his forefathers, 
against a Syracusan army. Presently SGsistratos and 
his party were banished, and Agathoklds was recalled. 
The banished men sought help from the Carthaginian 
general 1 Iamilkar, and Agathoklds again distinguished 
himself in the war against them. Next we hear of 
a Corinthian named Akestoride* being general at 
Syracuse, as if he had been another Timolcon. lie 
seeks the life of Agathokles, who again escapes. 
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Another change brings back Sdsistratos and Hdra- 
klcidds, who call Hamilkar to their help, while 
Agathoklds commands a force from the inland 
towns, the old Sikel towns which had now taken to 
Greek ways. But he wins over Hamilkar, and by 
his mediation, he is again received at Syracuse, on 
taking a most solemn oath to be faithful to the 
commonwealth. Presently he was chosen general, 
and was charged with a special commission to bring 
about peace among contending parties. 

Never did any man more foully betray a trust than 
Agathoklds did. Some of the party of Sdsistratos 
had left Syracuse, and were trying to establish them- 
selves in one of the inland towns. Under cover of 
marching against them, Agathoklds got together 
his soldiers, and being joined by his partisans in 
Syracuse, they made a general massacre, which lasted 
for two days, of the whole party of the six hundred. 
Then he called an assembly; he congratulated the 
people on winning back their freedom ; he said that, 
as this was done, he wished to lay aside his ofTicc 
and to live as a private man. They of course again 
elected him general with full powers, the style under 
which Dionysios had seized the tyranny. But 
Agathoklds did not put on the state of u tyrant; he 
trusted himself to the people, and had no body-guard. 
Slaughter and banishment ceased till he found it 
convenient to try them again. So in the year H.C. 
317 , began the new tyranny over Syracuse and a great 
part of Sicily. 

The object of Agathoklds, even more than that of 
Dionysios, was to make himself lord of all Sicily, or 
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of as great a part of it as he could. He first brought 
under his power many of the inland towns—a little 
time back we should have said the Sikel towns—and 
he even—with the connivance.it is said, of Hamilkar— 
carried his arms into the Punic territory. When this 
was known at Carthage, Hamilknr was recalled ; a 
lucky death saved him from the fate which he might 
have met at home, and another general of his own 
name, Hamilkar, son of Gisgon, was sent out to take 
his place. We hear nothing clearly about the doings 
of Agathoklds for some time, but about the year 315, 
we find him warring against Messana, which was 
saved by Carthaginian help. Hut he took Abacamum, 
the Sikel town from whose territory Dlonysio* had 
cut ofT his new town of Tyndnris, and there did a 
small massacre, only forty of the party opposed to 
him. All this showed how dangerous he wu to all 
the Sicilian commonwealths. Akragas, above all, 
ever jealous of Syracuse and now the special shelter 
of Syracusan exiles, took counsel how best to withstand 

As had been so often done before, the enemies of 
Agathoklds sent for a leader from Old Greece, 
naturally not from Corinth, metropolis of Syracuse, 
but from Sparta, even now renowned as the head of 
all Dorian states. Fallen from her old power she 
still kept her laws and her kings. As King ArchUla- 
mos had gone to help the Greeks in Italy against 
barbarian neighbours, so Akrotatos. jn of King 
Klcomcnds, came to help the Greeks of Sicily aga.ns 
a Greek tyrant They no doubt hoped that he would 
be as Timolcfln ; he was not even as Arch.damos or as 
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Alexander. He did nothing in war; he disgusted 
men by his pride and his luxury, most unlike a 
Spartan. At last he caused the murder of Sdsistratos 
the Syracusan exile; and then he had to flee. But, 
deprived of this expected help, the Akragantmes 
and Gcloans lost heart, and under the mediation of 
Hamilkar, a treaty was made with Agathoklds. 
Therm#, Hc'raklcia, and Selinous, were to remain 
Carthaginian possessions; the other Greek cities in 
Sicily were to be free, but under the ovcrlordship of 
Syracuse or her master. Messnna alone stood aloof, 
and there the Syracusan exiles were still received. It 
was thought at Carthage that more favourable terms 
might have been had, and Hamilkar was greatly 
blamed. 

Messana had been left out of the treaty. About 
the year 3 U we again find Agathoklds warring against 
that city. He did not take it, but he contrived to get 
into his hands 600 men from Messana and Tauro- 
morion and slew them. He then marched against 
Akragas, which was saved by the coming of a Punic 
fleet; but he went on and ravaged several places In 
the Punic territory. He was now thoroughly com¬ 
mitted to war with Carthage. The Syracusan exiles 
therefore took the opportunity to pray for a great 
Punic force to be sent into Sicily. Even in the time 
of Dionysios we should have called them traitors; 
but men now felt that the yoke of Carthage was less 
heavy than the yoke cf Agathoklds. But, besides 
asking for Punic help, they did what they could 
themselves. Two gallant, but unsuccessful, attempts 
were made by the exiles to free Centuripa and Galatia, 
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two inland towns which were held by Agathoklds' 
garrisons. His recovery of them was marked by much 
slaughter. These successes encouraged him to march 
against the Punic camp which was pitched on the 
hill of Eknomos, the hill stands boldly out in the sea 
by the mouth of the southern Himenu. By sea the 
Carthaginian fleet made an attack on Syracuse; they 
sailed into the Great Harbour; but they did nothing 
but sink an Athenian merchant-ship and cut off the 
hands of the crew. Hy land the Punic force did nothing. 
It was at the moment weaker than the army of 
Aguthoklis, who brought his full strength to the attack 
on Eknomos. The barbarians therefore refused his 
challenge to buttle, and he went buck to Syracuse 
with such spoil as he could gather In the country 
round about. 

The danger from the advance of Agathoklds was 
well known at Carthage. It was therefore deter¬ 
mined to take to the Sicilian war in good earnest; 
and Humilkar was sent forth with another of those 
great fleets and armies that we have so often heard 
of. This one was notable for two things. One was 
the great number of Balearic slingers ; the other was 
that, as in the expedition in TiinolcOn's day, an un¬ 
usual number of Carthaginian citizens, many of them 
men of high rank, were sent to serve. But a great 
storm met them on their way and sank many ships, 
specially those that carried the native Carthaginians. 
The blow was so heavily felt at Carthage that the 
walls were hung with black as a sign of mourning. 
Hamilkar saved what he could of the fleet, and made 
up his numbers by levies in Sicily, till he sat down again 
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on Eknomos al the head of 40.000 foot and 5.000 
horse. This was much smaller than the armies which 
the earlier Punic generals had commanded ; but Punic 
military skill had grown since then, and Hamilkar 
no longer trusted to the brute force of multitudes. 
Agathokles set out to meet them, and did one of 
his worst deeds on the road. I Ic cunningly surprised 
Gcla; he slew many, plundered the rest, and marched 
on. He must have heard on the way that twenty of 
his ships had been taken by the Carthaginians in the 
strait of Messana. 

He now came to the broad vale of the southern 
Himcraa. As Hamilkar held the hill of Eknomos on 
the right bank, he occupied another hill on the other 
side, the river flowing between them. Neither side 
for a while took courage to cross the stream, for there 
were old sayings that many men should be slain in that 
place. At last the battle, one of the greatest battles 
between Greeks and Phcenlcians-wc could wish that 
the Greeks had had a worthier leader—was brought 
on by chance. The Carthaginian troops were scattered 
over the dale to plunder j AgathokWs sent down his 
men to do the like, and planted an ambush of picked 
men just on his own side of the river. The Greeks 
ventured close up to the Carthaginian camp, and 
drove away the beasts of burthen. Punic soldiers 
came out to follow them, arid they were cunningly led 
to the spot where the liers-in-wait sprang up and cut 
them in pieces. Then AgathoklOs thought the time 
was come for a general attack. He led his whole 
force to the Punic camp; the Greeks began to fill up 
the ditch, to tear up the palisades, and to make their 
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way in. The main body were driven back by the 
Balearic slingers, who were specially trained with 
their own weapon, and who met the Greeks with a 
storm of great stones. Still the Greeks broke in at 
various points, and the camp had almost again fallen 
into their hands, when the scale was turned by the 
landing of a new body of Punic troops. These had 
doubtless been sent from Carthage to make up for 
those who had been lost in the shipwreck. They ut 
once set upon the Greeks, who were now hemmed in 
on both sides and gave way. Agathoklcs and his 
army were now driven to flight. It was the very 
noon of a hot summer’s day ; the heat was frightful; 
some died of the heat and the toil, or of quenching their 
thirst with the unwholesome waters of the salt river. 
The battle was utterly lost, the first time that a great 
battle between the Greeks and Phienlclans had been 
lost by the Greek*. The Carthaginian* had stormed 
several Greek towns; but Gcldn, Dionysios, and 
TimolcOn had all had the better in their chief battles. 
It fared otherwise with Agathokli*. 

All the towns of central and eastern Sicily now 
began to fall away from Agathoklds and to join the 
Carthaginian*. His cruelties had made him generally 
hated ; and Hamilkar took care to act in exactly the 
opposite wnyfnnd to win men and cities over by good 
treatment. But AgathokISs had a greater plan than 
all in view. By his cunning stratagems he was able 
to draw off the Punic forces to Gcla; he got safely 
to Syracuse, and was able to gather in provisions and 
all that he needed, while he made ready for the most 
daring enterprise that any man had ever yet thought of. 

*7 
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This was no other than to carry the war into 
Africa. Agathoklfis believed that in no other way 
could he strike so heavy a blow at Carthage. Me 
might thereby recover his own position in Sicily 
by drawing the Carthaginians off to the defence of 
their own homes. The blow would be more than un- 
lookcd for; it was something that had never come 
into men’s minds. Since the Phrcnicians had settled 
in Africa, no enemy was known to have attacked 
them in their own land. That land was fruitful and 
rich beyond all lands; none offered such a plunder. 
The Carthaginians were hated by their African 
subjects, and moreover were not loved by the other 
Phoenician towns. AgathokMs therefore held that the 
weak point of Carthage was really in Africa, that a 
bold attack would at once lead to the revolt of her 
African subjects, and that, If nothing more came, the 
Punic forces would bo withdrawn from Sicily. He 
formed his plan therefore, and told it to no man. He 
made everything ready, Including a good deal of 
extortion, and some slaughtering, among those whom 
he suspected. Hut both his mercenaries and the 
mass of the Syracusans still trusted him, even after 
his great defeat. When he told them that he was 
going to sail somewhither for the advantage of 
Syracuse, they still believed him. 

Syracuse was not at this time really besieged; 
but a Punic fleet watched the mouths of the harbours. 
AgathokWs had therefore to watch his time to get 
out. At last, at a lucky moment, lie contrived to 
sail forth with his fleet, taking with him a large 
force, citizen and mercenary, Greek and barbarian. 
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He left his brother Antandros to command in 
Syracuse; his two sons, Archagathos and Hdra- 
kicidcs, went with him. Many guesses were made as 
to his intended course; but none knew. The next 
day the whole fleet was frightened by an eclipse of 
the sun (Aug. 15th, B.G 310); but all still obeyed, and 
on the seventh day of their voyage they reached 
Afrien. They landed in the peninsula opposite to 
Carthage, a little way south-west of the promontory 
now known as Cape Hon. The Carthaginian fleet 
had followed them; but the Greeks landed first. 
Agathoklds then, with a solemn ceremony, burned his 
ships as an offering to the goddesses of Sicily. The 
action seemed mad ; but, if they were defeated, they 
could not sail back in the teeth of the Punic fleet, 
and If they were victorious, the l’unic fleet would be 
theirs. 

So the first European army that ever set foot in 
Phoenician Africa landed under the command of 
Agathoklds of Syracuse He led the way, and many 
others in different ages came after him. For a while 
he went on conquering and to conquer. The fruitful 
and well-tilled land, the rich houses and gardens of 
the great men of Carthage, lay as n spoil before 
him. Presently he reached the town of Tunis, 
lying nt the end of the lake at whose mouth Carthage 
stands, and looking out at the great city itself. We 
arc not told how Agathoklds got possession of it; the 
men of Tunis may well have welcomed him as a 
deliverer from Carthaginian dominion. At any 
rate he made Tunis his head-quarters throughout 
the war. The Carthaginians now made all things 
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ready for defence, and put two generals, Hannfln 
and Bomilkar, at the head of their army. This 
was on the strange ground that they were personal 
enemies, and would therefore each try to excel the 
other. Hann6n was a brave soldier, and did his 
duty; Bomilkar was already suspected of aiming at 
tyranny, and was perhaps in league with Agathoklfis. 
A battle followed between Tunis and Carthage, 
which reversed the fortunes of the fight by the 
llimcras. The Greeks won a great victory, putting 
the Sacred Band of Carthage to flight, and taking 
the I’unic camp. The whole open country was 
now in the hands of AgathokkSs. The Cartha¬ 
ginians could only keep themselves shut up in their 
city. Their consciences smote them that they had 
neglected the duo honours of their gods. So they 
sent sacred embassies to their metropolis Tyre, and 
caused five hundred children of the chief houses of 
Carthage to pass through the fire to Moloch. 

The Carthaginians had one small comfort; they 
had got hold of the brazen prows of the ships that 
Agathoklfis had burned. These were sent to llainil- 
kar in Sicily with the true story for his own car, but 
with orders to spread abroad a report that Agathoklis 
had been utterly defeated by land and sea, and that 
these prows were the spoils. This caused great fear 
in Syracuse, and Antandros drove out all friends and 
kinsfolk of the exiles, as dangerous persons at such a 
time. Ilamilkar treated them well; he then marched 
close up to the walls and called on the city to sur¬ 
render. Antandros for a moment thought of yield¬ 
ing ; but the Aitolim ErymnCn had a stouter heart. 
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Just at the moment the true talc came. AgathokICs 
had sent a vessel directly after his victory, which was 
chased by a Tunic ship close to Syracuse in tire 
sight of all the people. By great striving the Syra¬ 
cusan ship came in with the news. There was no 
more thought of surrender, and an attempt of 
Hamilkar to storm the walls was defeated. He then 
(310) went away from Syracuse for several months. 
He was called on to send part of his nrmy to the 
defence of Carthage, and he could do nothing against 
Syracuse till he had gathered fresh troops. 

Meanwhile AgathoklCs, from his head-quarters at 
Tunis, was receiving the submission of many African 
towns, and pressing Carthage hard without actually 
besieging it He then carried his arm* to some dis¬ 
tance; he took Hadrumclum (now Susa) on the coast, 
and Thapsos, and pressed some way into the interior. 
This enabled the Carthaginians to attack his camp 
by Tunis ; but he turned back and drove them away. 
His affairs were also prospering in Sicily, and n 
ghastly sign of victory was brought to him. One 
day he rode out in person before the Carthaginian 
camp and showed them the head of Hamilkar. Even 
in their amazement and grief, they all bowed in 
reverence to the head, as if it had been their living 
commander. The head of Hamilkar told a truer 
story than the brazen prows had told. After some 
months waiting (309), Hamilkar, in concert with the 
Syracusan exile Dcinokratds,had got together a great 
army, Greek and barbarian, for another and more 
dangerous attack on Syracuse. The plan was to sit 
down and besiege the city from the Olympicion, as 
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so many had done before. Rut the soothsayers 
told Hamilkar that the sacrifices foretold that he 
should sup in Syracuse the next day. This stirred 
him up to an immediate attack. The army went 
round in the night by the same path that De¬ 
mosthenes had gone. They tried in the like sort 
to climb up Epipolai on the north side, a harder 
work since Dionysios had built his walls and his 
strong castle. This attack was badly managed, and 
was utterly defeated. Hamilkar himself was taken 
prisoner; he was led through the city, shamefully 
abused, and at last put to death. His head was sent 
to Agathoklfis, who, as we have seen, knew what to 
do with it. 

A strange mutiny followed in the army of Aga- 
thoklCs, which shows how dangerous dealings were 
with mercenary soldiers. A drunken brawl arose 
between his son Archngathos and an Aitolian officer 
named Lykiskos, in which Lykiskos was killed. The 
whole body of mercenaries rose. They demanded 
the death of Archagathos; they demanded their 
pay: they chose new generals, and took possession 
of Tunis, leaving Agathoklds to himself. The Cartha¬ 
ginians, hearing this, offered higher pay nnd rewards 
to the soldiers, if they would come over to their 
service. Many of the officers were inclined to 
accept the offer; Agathoklds feared that he was 
about to be handed over to the enemy, when he 
tried one last chance. He threw aside his general’s 
dress ; he harangued the soldiers; he told them of all 
their exploits ; he called on them not to betray him; 
he would rather die by their hands than by those 
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of the Carthaginians. They were stirred at once; 
shouts were raised in his favour; he was called on 
to put on his general’s dress again, and to lead them 
as before. He struck while the iron was hot 1 lie 
enemy were looking for the mercenaries to join them; 
but the trumpet sounded the war-note; the Greeks 
charged, and drove the Carthaginians back to their 
camp. Two hundred only deserted to the Cartha¬ 
ginians. 

Agathoklis was thus strangely successful, and he 
went on winning successes; but he saw that to take 
Carthage was still beyond his power. He therefore 
sought for an ally in Ophelias, the Macedonian 
officer who commanded at Kyrinifor Ptolemy lord of 
Egypt The old kings of Kyrini, and the common¬ 
wealth too, had passed away; the land hud become 
part of Ptolemy’s dominion. Agathoklis proposed 
to Ophelias to join him In the conquest of Carthage. 

1 lc would leave Africa to Ophelias, nnd he would then 
go back to drive the Phccnlcinns out of Sicily. 
Ophelias believed him; lie gathered an army and 
many colonists from all parts, nnd after a march of 
two months he reached the Syracusan camp at Tunis 
( 307 ). Agathoklis received them friendly ; but after 
a few days he accused Ophelias of plotting against 
him, nnd set upon him with his own men. Then lie- 
slew him. The army of Ophelias, not knowing what 
to do, entered the service of Agathoklis. 

Agathoklis had now a stronger force than ever, 
and about this time news came that all the Mace¬ 
donian commanders in the East, now that the house 
of Alexander was extinct, had taken the title of 
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kings. The general or tyrant of Syracuse, carrying 
on a successful war in Africa, thought he was as 
great as any of them, and called himself king also. 
First of Sicilian rulers, lie put his name and kingly 
title on the coin, but he did not go so far as to put 
his head. Nor did the new king wear the diadem ; 
a sacred wreath belonging to a priesthood that he 
held was enough for him. In the strength of his 
kingship lie went on to new conquests, taking Utica 
and other towns which still clave to Carthage, and 
slaughtering their inhabitants as usual. Carthage 
was now more closely hemmed in than ever; but 
there was still no sign of the city being taken. 

The kings of that age called themselves simply 
“ King,” without adding the name of any particular 
kingdom. So King Agnthoklis did not call himself 
King of Syracuse or King of Sicily. This last he 
was far from being; besides the I’hicnician posses¬ 
sions, many of the Hellenic and hcllenised towns 
had turned against him. After the defeat and death 
of Hainilkar at Syracuse, the Akragantincs thought 
themselves strong enough to take up the cause of 
independence against Agathoklils, without help either 
from Carthage or from Dcinokrattfs and the exiles. 
They proclaimed an alliance of all cities that would 
join under the leadership of Akragas; they were 
ready to help any that were ready to throw ofT the 
dominion of AgathoklCs. A crowd of towns, both 
strictly Greek and those Sikcl towns which had 
become practically Greek, speedily joined them. 
Gcla, metropolis of Akragas, was the first; then came 
Henna, by this time no doubt reverenced everywhere 
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as the holy scat of the goddesses. Presently others 
were won, till the lieutenants of the absent Agathokles 
seem to have kept nothing for their master beyond 
the actual territory of Syracuse. Akragas had thus 
far been in alliance with Carthage; but such an 
alliance was unnatural, and had been made simply 
ont of common enmity to Agathoklds. Presently 
the Akrngantincs and their allies began to deliver 
the towns that were in bondage to Carthage, among 
which we can specially see Ildraklda on the south 
coast, the scene of the legend of Minds, now known 
as the Phoenician A‘i is Mtlkart, Thus there were 
three wars going on in Sicily at once. The Akragan- 
tine alliance was at war both with Carthage and with 
Agathoklda, and Agathoklds and Carthage were at 
war with ono another. But both of these last were 
too busy in Africa to do much In Sicily. Punic ships 
cruised off the harbour of Syracuse to keep corn- 
ships from coming in, and that was about all. For 
about two years (309-307) the Akragantlnc allinnce 
was able to go on with very little hindrance in the 
work of deliverance. At last (307), its general Xeno- 
dikos ventured to attack the Syracusan territory itself. 
But he was defeated by Leptinds and Damophilos, 
the generals of Agathokles. The Akragantincs were 
so disheartened by this failure that they gave up 
their great schemes of deliverance, and their alliance 
fell asunder. Xenodikos remained general of the 
single commonwealth of Akragas only. 

Just after this victory of his generals, Agathokles, 
the new king, came back from Africa, leaving his son 
Archagathos in command there. He sailed to Seli- 
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nous, and thcncc struck a blow at Carthage and 
Akragas at once by seizing the lately freed town of 
Hdraklcia. He then crossed to the northern side of the 
island, to his own birthplace of Therma, still a Punic 
possession. There he made some kind of terms; 
thence he went on and took the hill-town of Cepha- 
Icedium with its ancient walls by the sea ; thcncc he 
struck inland, and failed in an attempt to take Cen- 
turipa by treason. He failed in a like attempt on 
Apollonin, but after two days’ fighting he took it by 
storm. It is important to mark these once Sikel 
towns, now spoken of without any distinction from the 
Greek towns, and seeming to be thought of equal 
Importance. 

just at this time the cause of the Independence of 
the Sicilian cities against Agnthokies was again pro¬ 
claimed, this time by the Syracusan exile Dcino- 
kratds. Many flocked to him from all parts; as u 
private adventurer, he was not so well to be trusted 
as an established commonwealth like Akragas, but his 
fellow exiles, tried in warfare, were better soldiers than 
the levies of Akragas and the other cities. He kept 
Agathoklfis himself in check ; lie offered battle, which 
the tyrant did not venture to accept. The cause of 
the tyrant seemed sinking both in Sicily and in 
Africa. There Archagathos still held Tunis ; but he 
underwent several defeats from the Carthaginians, and 
earnestly prayed his father to come to his help. Just 
at that moment fortune turned in Agathoklds’ favour. 
He himself, with the help of some Etruscan ships, 
overcame the Punic fleet before Syracuse ; he brought 
in provisions to the city, and had the sea clear for 
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the way to Africa. About the same time Leptinds 
invaded the Akragantinc territory and defeated 
Xenodikos, who was so blamed by his own people 
for his two defeats that he withdrew to Gcla. 
Greatly cheered by these two victories, Agathoklds 
left Leptind* in Sicily and again sailed back to 
Africa. 

Hut he found that he had no real hope of success 
there. He himself suffered a defeat in attacking the 
Punic camp before Tunis. A wonderful night fol¬ 
lowed in both camps. The Carthaginians burned 
their choicest captives to their gods. In so doing they 
set fire to their camp, and they might easily have 
been set upon and routed in the confusion. But 
Agnthoklfis' own camp was in no less confusion. 
Seeing that success was hopeless, and having a private 
quarrel with his son Archagathos, he determined to 
decamp privily with his other son Hfiraklcidds and to 
leave Archagathos and the army to their fate. Hut 
the scheme was found out by Archagathos and the 
soldiers, and Agathoklds was put in bonds in his own 
camp. But a cry came that the enemy was attacking 
the camp. At such a moment who could lead them 
like their old general and king ? Agathoklds was 
brought out in chains; the one cry was to set him 
free. But the moment he was free, he got away ; he 
found a boat and sailed off with a few companions 
for Sicily (November. B.C. 3 <> 7 > Thc so,dicrs * ,cw 
his sons and then made peace with thc Carthaginians. 
So thc famous African expedition of Agathoklcs 
came to an end in utter discomfiture. He had not 
strengthened his own power; he had not seriously 
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weakened the power of Carthage. But lie had 
planned and carried out, and for a while succeeded 
in, the most daring enterprise that man had ever 
planned. And if lie himself came back defeated, lie 
pointed the way to others who came back victorious. 

One mourns again that the first man to brave the 
Phoenician at home should have been such an one ns 
Agathoklii. Soured by disappointment, he came 
back to Sicily in a more savage mood than ever. I Ic 
landed at Sclinous; he made first for Segesta. the 
old Elyminn city of which we have not lately heard 
much. It is said to have been in alliance with him ; 
but no barbarian ever treated n city of enemies worse 
than Agathoklis, in his wrath and disappointment, 
treated his friends. Me demanded a great contribu¬ 
te. antl when the jicoplc of Segesta were loath to 
|>ay it, lie charged them with plotting .against him. 
On this ground lie slew the great mass of the |>coplc, 
save only the boy* and maidens, whom lie sold to the 
Brultians, in Italy. And he not only slew, but, what 
the worst Greeks Hcldom did, he put to death by 
torture. He is said to have revived the old device of 
llialaris; only, instead of a brar.cn bull, it was a 
brazen bed, on which he could not only hear but sec 
the sufferings of the victims. Then, having emptied 
the town of its old inhabitants, lie peopled it afresh 
with a mixed multitude, and gave it the new name of 
Dikniopolis—City of Righteousness. But the name 
of Segesta soon came back, and the new inhabitants 
took up the old Trojan tradition. But the city never 
was what it had been before ; the great temple, which 
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must have been in-building when Agathokl&s came, 
is still unfinished. 

It seems to have been while Agathokles was at 
Segestu that he heard the news from Africa, the 
murder of his sons anil the rest. In his wrath he sent 
ordcis to his brother Antandros, who commanded for 
him at Syracuse, to put to death all the kinsfolk, 
young and old, of the men who had served with him 
in Africa. And the thing was done. It is wonderful 
that the man who did such deeds as thctc two last 
was allowed to live for seventeen years longer, anil 
then did not dio in any public outbreak. 

The most wonderful thing in the life of Agnthoklc's 
is the strungc course of ups and downs that lie went 
through. When his power seemed on the point of 
wholly passing away, it rose up ngniu higher than 
before. It was so when, just after his great defent in 
Sicily, he went on his expedition to Africa; it is so 
now that he has come back defeated from Africa to 
find stronger enemies in Sicily than ever. A great 
part of Greek Sicily was already joined against him 
under the leadership of Dcinokratds. When he came 
back discomfited from Africa, his own general I’asiphi- 
los, thinking that his power was now at an end, joined 
Deinokrates, carrying with him a large force and the 
possession of many towns which he held for Agatho-. 
kills. We can see that among these were Thermn and 
Ccphalccdium, which he had seized on his first return 
from Africa. Indeed it would seem that Agnthoklis 
could just now have kept very little beyond Syracuse 
and its immediate territory. The desertion of Pasi- 
philos is said to have put the tyrant so utterly out of 
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heart that he thought of giving up all attempt* to 
keep any great dominion. He certainly entered into 
a negotiation which had very much that look; but it 
seems far more likely that he was acting in subtlety. 
He sent to Dei n ok rates, proposing to give up all 
dominion at Syracuse. Syracuse should again be a 
free city, and Dcinokrates should come back as one 
of its citizens. For himself he only asked for two 
towns, his own birth-place Thermn and Ccphalocdium. 
just to live in. This did not at all suit the pur|*>scs 
of Dcinokratta. Whatever he had been when lie had 
left Syracuse, he had now put on habits of command ; 
he wished to be a ruler of some kind; he had no 
mind to go back to Syracuse ns one citizen In a com¬ 
monwealth. It must have been amusing when Agn- 
thoklc's sent over and over again to beg for Ins two 
towns, and Dcinokrntis kept putting him ofT with all 
manner of excuses. But all this while Agathokl.li 
was practising with the followers of Dcinokrntc* till 
he won many of them to his interests. I lc then made 
a treaty by which, to be safe on the side of Carthage, 
he acknowledged the right of the Carthaginian* to all 
that they had ever held in Sicily. This would take 
in his own Thermn which he had been just asking for 
himself. In return for his acknowledgement lie 
received a large supply of money and corn, which was 
very useful to him just then. 

Agnthoklis now thought it was tune to try In* 
luck against Deinokrate's. He had much the smaller 
army of the two, but be knew that many of Dc.no- 
krates’ men would come over to him. And so they 
did. The armies met at a place called Torgium, 
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which seems to be the modern Caltavulturo, lying 
gome way inland both from Termini and Ccfalti 
(Therma and Cephalccdiuin), the towns which just 
now were most concerned. When the battle 
began, two thousand men of Deinokrates' army 
went over to Agnthokles. This still left Dcino* 
kratds' force much the stronger, but it was enough to 
throw everything into confusion. Deinokrates' men 
gave way; Agathoklfis pursued awhile and then 
made a proclamation. He did not want to do them 
any further hurt; they had learned by defeat at the 
hands of a smaller army that it was no use standing 
against him ; they had better go quietly to their own 
homes. And so most of them did. Hut there was 
one body, perhaps Syracusan exiles, who kept 
together and occupied a strong post in the night. 
They came to terms with AgathoklCs under solemn 
oaths; but, ns soon ns they had laid down their 
arms, his darters shot them to death. Not many 
tyrants would have done such a deed ns this ; but it 
adds little to the shame of the man who had just 
wrought the massacres at Segesta and Syracuse. 

And now a strange agreement was come to 
between Agathokids and Dcinokratds. There may 
have been some dealing between them all along; 
there certainly was some special feeling between 
them. For Agathokids at the very beginning of his 
tyranny, when he slew others, let Dcinokratds go ; 
and now men noticed that, while he broke faith with 
every one else, he always kept it with Dcinokratds. 
Dcinokratds now entered the service of Agathokids, 
bringing with him the remnant of his army. He 
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perhaps saw that lie had no chance of being the first 
man in Sicily, but that under Agathokles he might 
be the second, and as such, more powerful than he 
could be as a single citizen or magistrate of Syracuse. 
He became AgathoklC*' most trusted general. His 
first act in that character was to slay Poslphilos, and 
to hand over the towns in his possession to his new 
master. 


Thu* Agathokl6s, baffled in all hit attempts in 
Africa, rose again to a greater position in his own 
island than he had ever held before. He came 
nearer to being King of Sicily than any man had 
done before him. He was master of all the and* 
and cities cast of the Halykos, unless possibly of 
Akragas. If he did hold Akmgas, he was master or 
all Greek Sicily, from which Sikel Sicily was no longer 
distinguished. And his dominion seems to have 
remained unbroken for the remaining seventeen 
years of his life. As in the ease of Dionysios, we 
know much more of his earlier days than of Ins later. 
Hut we sec the undisputed lord or king of Greek 
Sicily in an altogether new position. Dionysos 
spread his power into Italy, and even beyond 
Hndria; but the world had now altogether changed 
Since the time of Dionysios. All Grc«c and the 
East, all the Hellenic and JMknhUc lands..were: now 
disputed for among the king* who had divided the 
dominion of Alexander among them. Of those 
kings, Agathokles, as we have seen, claimed to be 
the peer. And in truth lus dominion over Greeks 
and hcllcnized Sikcls had much in common with 
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their dominion over Greeks and other hcllcni/.cd 
nations. Now that we have got from commonwealths 
to tyrants and from tyrants to kings, history becomes 
more and more personal, more influenced by the 
alliances and family connexions of particular persons. 
That in H.C. 304 Agathoklis made a piratical attack 
on the island of Lipara comes within his usual 
Sicilian range; that we should find him warring in 
Italy is only what he had himself done in earlier 
days; that lie should even win for himself a dominion 
cast of Hadn't is no more than Dionysios hud done. 
What is special to AgathokICs, what marks his age, 
is that we find him warring among the Macedonian 
princes ns one of their number. He wins the island 
of Korkyra, twin-sister of Syracuse, by hard fighting 
from the Macedonian king Kassnndros; he then gives 
it ns n dowry with his daughter Lanassn to the 
lipeirot King Pyrrhos ; when Lanassa tires of 
l'yrrhos as a husband and of Her father ns an ally, 
she offers herself and her island ns an acceptable 
gift to DCmfitrio* the Besieger. AgtthoklAs himself 
in his later years, but perhaps before Lanassa’s 
marriage, himself takes a Macedonian wife, seemingly 
the step-daughter of King Ptolemy of Egypt. His 
latter years arc known only in a most fragmentary 
way; but we see him several times waging war in 
southern Italy, and indulging in treachery and 
slaughter to the last But nil this latter time of 
his life belongs to lands out of Sicily. Dimetrios 
the Besieger, who would allow only himself and his 
father to be kings and had nicknames for all the 
other princes, called Agathoklis the Lord of the 
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Island. And so he m After his settlement with 
Dcinokratds, we hear nothing of any wars in Sicily. 

At last, when Agathoklds was seventy-two years old 
and had reigned twenty-eight years, he began to think 
of his old warfare, nnd began to plan another expedition 
ngainst Carthage. To this end he got together a 
great army and ftcct, and had a camp pitched near 
/Etna, where his grandson Archagatho* commanded. 
But Agathoklds felt himself failing, and thought it 
time to provide for the succession. For this he 
chose his son Agathoklto, which naturally gave 
offence to his grandson Archagathos, the son of his 
elder son, who moreover had shown greater capacity 
for command. The old Agathoklds sent orders to 
Archagathos to give up the command of the army to 
his uncle. On this he rebelled ; he slew his uncle, and 
began to conspire the death of his grandfather. I lo is 
said to have engaged one Main 6 n, a special favourite 
of the old tyrant, whom he had spared in the massacre 
at Segesta on account of his beauty, to get rid of him 
by a lingering poison. When Agathoklds felt that 
his end was coming, he sent away his wife and his 
young children to the caic of King Ptolemy m 
Egypt, and was quite alone. He held one more 
assembly of the people. He told them not to 
continue his power to any one else, and specially to 
punish the rebellion and impiety of Ins grandson. 
And so he died, his body, some said, being put on 
the pile for burning before he was fully dead. 

So in the year 289 HG ended the dominion of 
Agathoklds, the bloodiest of all the tyrants of whom 
we have to speak, but who seems to have kept the 
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K ood will of at least the mob of Syracuse through his 
whole reign. Syracuse and all Sicily, after so many 
revolutions, had almost lost the power of free govern¬ 
ment The death of Agathoktes is followed by a 
time of utter confusion, till yet another deliverer 
comes, not a Timo!c6n,not an Agathokles.but a king 
of heroic stock, and himself as near to a kingly hero 
as the times allowed. When he had tried and failed, 
all was over. Sicily had no hope but to fall into the 
hands of the strongest of her neighbours. 
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ON the death of Agathoklcs it is said that the 
Syracusans restored the democracy. Hut there is 
no reason to think that the democracy had been 
formally abolished. What is meant doubtless • that 
the special powers which had been granted to Aga- 
thoklc's were not granted to any one else, and that 
for the moment no one was able to seize them by 
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force. So there was freedom again, but only for a 
little while. 

Main6n of Segesta, who was said to have poisoned 
Agathoklfis, was banished. He betook himself to the 
cainp of Archagathos; he murdered him, and took 
the command of the army himself. With that he 
warred against Syracuse ; but the Syracusan general 
Iliketas withstood him till he made an alliance with 
the Carthagininns. What became of MuinOn we arc 
not told; but Hiketas lied, and the citizens had to 
submit to give hostages to the Carthaginians and to 
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receive their exiles. This seems to mean the bar¬ 
barian mercenaries of Agathoklfis, chiefly Campanians, 
who had been serving under Archagathos. Things 
now happened exactly as they had happened ncnrly 
two hundred years before, after the fall of Thrasy- 
boulos. The mercenaries and the citizens did not 
agree; but at last a peaceful settlement was made 
with the mercenaries, by which they were to leave 
Sicily and go back to their homes. They set out 
and reached Messana, where they were received 
friendly. Hut, just as their countrymen had done 
at Entclln in the time of Dionysios, they seized on 
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Ihc town, slew the men, and took the women and 
children to themselves. There they founded a new 
state, a robber state, which spread havoc through all 
eastern Sicily. They took the name of Mamrtints, 
from the I-atin god of war, Mnmers or Mars, answer¬ 
ing to the Greek Ards. And they called the town of 
Messana Civitas M<mcrtinorum, which remained its 
official name for many ages. 

The Syracusan general Hiketas must have betrayed 
his trust; for we presently find him spoken of as 
tyrant, in which character he reigned nine years 
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(288-279). Other tyrants arose elsewhere, ns Tynda- 
ridn nt Tauromcnion and Phintfa* at Akragus. This 
last puts his name on the coin with the title of king; 
Hiketas also puts his name, but without the title; we 
have not any heads as yet. The old rivalry between 
Syracuse and Akraga* broke forth again; Hiketas 
overthrow Phintfa* in a battle near the Hcralan 
HyblfL But Phintfa* was supported by Carthage; 
the Punic troops pressed Syracuse hard, while Phin- 
t(as was able to form a large dominion. We read 
incidentally that Agyrium revolted against him, which 
shows how far his power had stretched. Thus nearly 
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all Sicily was divided between two Greek and two 
barbarian powers: Phinefas at Akragas, Hiketas at 
Syracuse, the Carthaginians, and the Mamcrtincs. 
These last carried their ravages so far as to reach the 
southern coast and to destroy the city of Gcla. 

We hear of the cruelty of Phintias, and also how he 
afterwards mended his ways. Hut he must have been 
hated at Akragas; for we find that he was driven 
out, and that the Akragantincs even took in a Cartha¬ 
ginian garrison to keep him from coming in again. 
Yet in the course of his reign he did at least one 
good act. When Gcln, the metropolis of Akragas, 
was destroyed by the Mamcrtincs, he built a new 
town for the homeless citixcns. It stood just within 
the territory of Akragas, at the foot of the hill of 
KWnomos and by the southern river Himeras, just 
where AgathoklGs underwent his great defeat at 
the hands of Hamilkar. Me called his new town 
after his own name, I’hintirts; but the people still 
called themselves Gcloans, just as the people of 
Therm a called themselves Hlmcrnians. Phintifts was 
the last Greek city founded in Sicily, and it abides 
still by the name of Licata. 

About the year 279 the power of Hiketas at Syra¬ 
cuse was upset by one Thoindn. Presently we find 
Thoindn commanding a garrison in the Island, while 
one Sdsistratos commands in the rest of the city. 
The two quarrelled, and led their soldiers against one 
another. Yet they do not seem to have been strictly 
tyrants, such as held parts of the city at the time 
when Timolcdn came; they were rather mere insub¬ 
ordinate officers. Meanwhile the Carthaginians pressed 
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Syracuse hard by land and sea, and the Punic fleet 
entered the Great Harbour. In this strait the rival 
commanders and all the citizens agreed to ask for 
help from outside. A cry went up, not only from 
Syracuse but from all Greek Sicily, calling on the 
greatest Greek prince of the time to come and help 
all the Greeks of the island, alike against Cartha¬ 
ginians, Mamcrtincs, and tyrants. 

This was Pyrrhos, King of Epciros, the last and 
most famous of the men who, from Archidamos 
onwards, came from Old Greece to help, or to pro¬ 
fess to help, the Greeks of Sicily and Italy. He 
was now In Italy, warring against the Romans on 
behalf of the Tarantines. He was about forty years 
old, having been born in 318, just before AgathoklOs 
rose to power. He was the near kinsman of the 
Epcirot King Alexander who had died in Italy, and 
he was believed, like him, to come of the heroic stock 
of Achillcus. Those were wild days in Greece and 
the neighbouring lands, when each of the kings strove 
to win all the territory that he could, and many of 
them arose and fell several times. Pyrrhos had his 
ups and downs from his childhood. He had been in 
exile and had come back more than once ; he won 
and lost Macedonia more than once. Hut he had 
greatly enlarged his hereditary kingdom, nnd lie was 
now reigning in honour as the most renowned prince 
of his time. For though he was as ambitious and as 
fond of fighting as any of the other kings, he had 
higher qualities than the rest. He was held after his 
death to have been the greatest commander after 
Alexander. And assuredly no man ever was braver 
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or more skilful in battle ; but he was too much of a 
knight-errant to carry out a whole war wisely. He 
was not treacherous or wantonly cruel; he was beloved 
by his soldiers and subjects and admired by his enemies. 
In short he was the very model of a warrior-king, a 
character as much above Agathoklcs as it was below 
Timoledn. In 281 he had been asked by the Taran¬ 
tinos to come to their help, and the next year he had 
gone over himself with a great force of all kinds, 
including elephants. Since the wars of Alexander, 
these beasts had been brought into Europe, and now 
they appeared for the first time in the West 

The war of Pyrrhos with the Romans is one of the 
most famous in history, through the many stories 
that arc preserved of it. His war in Sicily is not 
nearly so well known ; but it is a memorable talc. 
The two arc really parts of one enterprise. Pyrrhos 
sought to free the Greeks of the West from all bar¬ 
barians, Carthaginians, Romans, or any others, 
and then to set up a great Greek power in the West 
such as the other kings had set up in the East. Of 
republican freedom there would be an end; and in 
truth there was an end already. Pyrrhos, as a king, 
did not come, like Timoledn, simply to deliver, 
but to reign over those whom he delivered. The 
like had been the aim of the princes who came 
before him ; but he came nearer to success than any 
of them. If he had succeeded, the whole history of 
the world would have been changed; Rome, if not 
altogether conquered, could not have come to be the 
head even of Italy. As it was, Pyrrhos simply came 
like a thunderbolt on Italy and Sicily, and did 
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nothing lasting. It must be marked that the Romans 
and Carthaginians, whom we shall presently find such 
fierce enemies, arc as yet friendly powers, and the 
coming of Pyrrhos made them allied powers He 
had to fight against both. It might seem that, as in 
the days of Gcl6n, two great barbarian powers were 
leagued against Hellas, Carthage and Rome, as once 
Carthage and Persia. But Rome, though in the 
Greek sense a barbarian power, was not like Carthage 
or Persia. It was a power thoroughly European, 
ready to take up the championship of Europe against 
Asia and Africa when Greece could no longer hold it. 

It was the two years’ warfare of Pyrrhos in Sicily 
(278-276) which showed that so it must be. In 
Italy he won two great battles over the Romans; but 
his victories were so dearly bought, with such hard 
fighting and with such heavy loss, that they were 
almost like defeats. When he was prayed to come 
into Sicily, lie was glad to make a truce with the 
Romans and to try his luck in a new field. In Sicily 
he had no great battles to fight; but he had hard 
work none the less. He had to take his whole force, 
elephants and all, by sea; for the Mamcrtincs held 
the strait, and were leagued with the Carthaginians 
to keep him out of Sicily. He avoided them, and 
landed at Tauromcnion, where the tyrant Tyndarion 
joined him. He was joyfully welcomed at Katani; 
as he came near to Syracuse, Thoinon came to meet 
him with a body of ships; he and Sdsistratos gave 
up to him all their troops, stores, and military 
engines, and the whole city received him with de¬ 
light. His fleet, E pci rot and Syracusan, was so strong 
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that the Punic ships in the Great Harbour sailed 
away without striking a blow. Of the besieging land 
force.we hear nothing. Akragas, it will be remem¬ 
bered. was held by a Carthaginian garrison. Pyrrhos 
set forth to do his first feat of arms on Sicilian soil 
by winning the second city in Sicily from the bar¬ 
barians. On the road he was met by the news that 
the Akragantincs had themselves driven out the 
Punic troops and prayed him to come to their help. 
Sdsistratos, now an officer in the King’s service, was 
sent on, and he received the submission of Akragas and 
of thirty other towns. 

Thus if it was deliverance to be transferred from 
the fear of barbarians and the rule of domestic 
tyrants to the rule of a Greek king, all Greek Sicily 
was delivered without striking a blow. From Tauro- 
mcnion to Akragas Pyrrhos was as truly king as he 
was at Passardn and at Ambrakia. That dominion 
on both sides of the sea which Agathokl«s had begun 
from the western side was now more fully carried out 
by his son-in-law from the eastern side. Pyrrhos 
was spoken of as King of Sicily ; he seems almost 
to have looked on it as a hereditary kingdom. He 
is said to have designed a division of his dominions, 
giving Sicily to Alexander, his son by Lanaasa and 
therefore grandson of Agathoktes, and Italy to his 
other son Hclcnos. But the King of Greek Sicily 
would be King of all Sicily; only a very small part 
of his work was done if the barbarians still held all 
the north-western part of the island, including more 
than one subject Greek city. He would do what Pent- 
athlos and Ddrieus and Hermokrates and Dionysios 
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had only tried to do. lie first marched against the 
great Punic stronghold of Hirakleia; it fell into his 
hands, whether by storm or surrender is not said. 
The subject Greeks of Sclinous joyfully welcomed 
the Greek king. City after city joined him ; the new 
Trojans of Segesta were among them. And now he 
drew near to a spot trodden by no foot of Invading 
Greek since HdrakKis himself had won It. liryx, on 
its hill-top above the sea, had willingly submitted 
to Dionysios ; it never saw him as a conqueror. It 
was now a Punic stronghold, defended by the Punic 
wall which still abides. The engines were brought 
up the mountain-side and set to play on the defences; 
but it was by the hand-to-hand fighting of the King 
himself and his immediate companions that Eryx was 
won. Vowing games and sacrifices to Hcraklfe, 
Pyrrhos was the first man to plant his ladder against 
the wall, and to stand victorious on its battlements. 
The soldiers of Pyrrhos called their king the Eagle; 
he had now soared to an eyrie worthy of him; the 
descendant of Achillcus had won back the heritage of 
H 6 rak 16 a. 

But there was a richer prize to win. Worn Eryx 
Pyrrhos marched on into that garden of Sicily of 
which Hermokrutfis alone had once for a moment 
gathered the fruits. We read without details that 
he took Pnnormos, that he took her guardian rock 
of HerkUL We can say no more; but, for the first 
time of three, the Semitic head of Sicily became 
European ground. The Roman and the Norman 
were to come, each in his turn ; but it was the man 
of Epciros that showed them the way. 
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But here was the term of his victories. Solous had 
become his along with Panormos, but the great 
Phoenician stronghold remained. When Dionysios 
had entered the barbarian comer, his great blow had 
been struck at Motya. Motya was no more ; but 
Pyrrhos, on his way to Eryx, had passed by Lily- 
baion which had taken its place. And while he was 
winning Eryx and Panormos, the Carthaginians had 
been making Lilybaion stronger than ever. We arc 
amazed to hear that Pyrrhos needed urging on to 
attack the great fortress. The Carthaginians offered 
peace; they would give up all claim to everything 
else in Sicily, but they would keep Lilybaion. They 
doubtless hoped, if they kept Lilybaion, to win back 
all the rest before long. Pyrrhos was disposed to 
agree to the terms. This is perhaps not very won¬ 
derful. lie had done enough in Sicily to gratify his 
love of enterprise ; he had done far more than any 
Greek had done before him ; he was needed in Italy, 
where the Romans were r.ot shut up in one fortress, 
but were pressing hard on his allies ; the state of Mace¬ 
donia and Greece offered many calls to his ambition. 
But his officers, above all his Sicilian officers, told 
him that he must go on. To the Sicilians it was 
a matter of life and death; now or never the Phoeni¬ 
cians must be driven out of the island, and Sicily 
must become wholly Greek. The King therefore 
answered that he would make peace with Carthage 
on the surrender of everything in Sicily. This was 
refused, and the siege of Lilybaion began. 

Lilybaion was no more to be taken by Pyrrhos than 
it was by Dionysios. After a toilsome siege of two 
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months he gave up the attempt It was perhaps now 
that he won several fortresses from the Mnmcrtincs. 
But he no more recovered Messana than he won 
I.ilybaion. His whole work really went for nothing 
as long as those two great points were held by the 
barbarians. He is said to have talked of getting 
together a great fleet, and carrying the war into 
Africa like his father-in-law AgathoklOs. But he did 
nothing. I Ic went back to Syracuse as to the capital of 
his new kingdom, but the man who had hitherto been 
the mildest and best beloved of generals and kings now, 
in his disappointment, became cruel and suspicious. 
He put Thoindn to death, and S6sistiatos had to flee. 
The new kingdom began to break up; some towns 
revolted to the Carthaginians, some to the Mamcr- 
tines. The King rejoiced when (n.c. 276) a message 
came from Italy, praying him to come once more to 
help the Tarantinos and the Samnites against Rome. 
He set out, and made his way into Italy, almost as a 
fugitive, after hard fighting with Carthaginians by sea 
and Mamcrtincs by land. In Italy he again began 
the war with the Romans; but lie was defeated in the 
battle of Beneventum in 27S. He went back to 
F.pciros the next year, and again began to mix in the 
wars of Macedonia and Greece. In 272 he was killed 
at Argos; the same year Taras surrendered to the 
Romans. The work of the deliverers from beyond 
Hadria in Italy and Sicily was over. Or we may, if 
we please, say that it stopped for eight hundred or for 
thirteen hundred years. 

When Pyrrhos left Sicily, he is reported to have 
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said: “ What a wrestling-ground I leave here for the 
Romans and Carthaginians." And so it proved, 
though not at once. Just at that moment Rome and 
Carthage had been driven into alliance by common 
fear of him, and they did not become open enemies 
for twelve years. After Pyrrhos was gone, one more 
attempt was made to keep the Greek towns of Sicily, 
or some of them, together, first as a confederacy and 
then under a native king. The chief enemies now 
were the Mamertines. Compared with them, the 
Carthaginians were beginning to be looked on almost 
as friends; they were at least a regular government 
and not a mere band of robbers. They had won 
back all that Pyrrhos had taken from them, and a 
good deal more. Akragas was in their hands some 
years later; so they most likely got possession of it 
now. But part of the kingdom of Pyrrhos, Syracuse 
and all the towns of the east coast, and some of the 
inland towns also, still kept together, and defended 
themselves against the Mamertines. There was now 
at Syracuse a certain Hier6n son of Hieroklcs, who 
professed to be a descendant of the famous Gclon ; 
he might be so through that son of Gel6n of whom 
we have nothing to say. Many stories were told of 
him, how he was the son of a slave-woman and was 
exposed in his childhood, somewhat like Agathoklcs, 
and how a wolf took away his book when he was a 
boy, like his forefather Gclon. It is more certain that 
he was an officer under Pyrrhos and won the king’s 
high esteem and favour. He was still very young 
when, after Pyrrhos was gone, the soldiers chose him 
general. The citizens at first objected; but he had 
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powerful friends who gained their consent, and lie 
gradually won general favour. He next strengthened 
himself by a marriage with the daughter of Leptinfis, 
a leading man in Syracuse, and the beautiful head of 
Queen Philistis is to be seen on many of the coins of 
King Hierdn. 

Rut he was not king yet As general of the 
Syracusans and their allies, he warred against the 
Mamcrtincs; he gave help too to the Romans when 
they subdued and chastised a legion of their Cam¬ 
panian soldiers who had done by RMgion just as the 
Campanians of Agathoklcs had done by Messana. 
He warred too against the Mamertines in Sicily. In 
one campaign, having taken several towns from them, 
he distrusted his old mercenaries, and in a battle with 
the enemy, lie left them to be cut in pieces, while he 
led off the Syracusan citizens in safety. Dionysios 
had once done the like; so did other commanders, 
Roman and Carthaginian; there was in truth no 
other way to get rid of dangerous and mutinous 
troops. Rut if we blame Hicron for this as an act 
of treachery, we shall find little to blame in him 
after; lie did the best that could be done in a bad 
time. lie next led another army into the Mamertine 
territory; he defeated the freebooters in a battle by 
the river Longanos near Mylai, and pressed them very 
hard. It was thought that he might have taken 
Messana except for Tunic jealousy. Syracuse and 
Carthage were allied against the Mamcrtincs. but 
Carthage, aiming at the dominion of all Sicily, 
did not wish Messana to fall into Syracusan hands. 
But the Mamcrtincs were now shut up in Messana 
19 
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and shorn of their power of doing mischief. In the 
general joy at this great success, Hier6n, when he 
came home was chosen King of the Syracusans and 
their Allies. 

There was thus one more chance for Greek Sicily, 
under a Greek king, a Sicilian king. But it was too 
late; if Agathoklis had been such a man as Hicr-Jn 
instead of what he was, things might have been 
otherwise. Hieron did what he could; but all that 
he could do was to secure well-being, but not freedom, 



for one comer of Sicily. For fifty years he reigned 
over Syracuse wisely and justly; he was the first 
native Sicilian ruler to put his head on the coin ; in 
all other things he affected very little of the state of 
kingship. But in matters of foreign policy he had to 
shape himself to the time. When he was chosen 
king, he seemed to have a great career before him ; 
the only fear was how far Carthage, his nominal ally, 
might stand in his way. Rome too was his ally, and 
to Rome he had done a great service; nor had Rome 
any pretence as yet for meddling in the affairs of 
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Sicily. A very few years later he found that the only 
way to keep any measure of dominion for himself or 
of freedom for his people was to become the depen¬ 
dent ally of Rome. 






XIV. 

THE WAR FOR SICILY. 

B.C. 264-24I. 

{Through ihc whole of lbs cka^ta we Jure a pack accoad only lo 
ThucylkUn in the frdhonk ef IVIyi m. Hr a aol cno'.emporary. 1ml ho 
fired near ccooghiu the lime lobe well mtrocU. lit reprerenu Roman 
I million*. Of Liry we hare *dy ihc q e loenc, and of Diodorus only 
fragment*. There is a life of 11 und er fay Ccerdias Kcpos. The 
seojodaiy coaraes are oreh the uk ** bcCurc. It »a pen: lews that 
we have not ihc hxrfory of 1 Inline* of Akops who. though a Greek, 
wrote from ihc Caniejirin sale.] 

TlIE first war between Rome and Carthage is 
known in general history as the First Punic War. It 
is spoken of by writers nearer to the time as the War 
for Sicily. And so it was. It was a war between the 
two great commonwealths which lay on each side of 
Sicily for the dominion of the great island which lay 
between them. That was what tilings had come to. 
Carthage, mistress of a great part of Sicily, wished 
for the rest Rome, now mistress of Italy, wished for 
the island that lay so near to Italy. It was Rome’s 
first taste of really foreign dominion out of her own 
peninsula. Between these two great powers, there 
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was little hope for Ilierfm and his independent king¬ 
dom of Syracuse. The blow must have come sooner 
or later; it did come much sooner than any one could 
have looked for, and it cajnc in a shape by no means 
honourable to Rome. 

It was Hierfin, the Greek king, who was really 
pressing the Mamcrtincs and threatening altogether 
to free Sicily from their presence. Carthage was 
playing fast and loose. Still Carthage, Rome, and 
Syracuse, were all held to be friendly powers, and 
Carthage was supposed to be in alliance with Syra¬ 
cuse against the Mamcrtincs. At last, in KC. 265, 
Hierfin was pressing the freebooters so hard that they 
found that they must seek allies somewhere. There 
was a Carthaginian party among them, and a Cartha¬ 
ginian garrison was admitted into Messana. Hut the 
general feeling was for Rome ; the head of Italy might 
be ready to give help to Italians against Phoenicians 
and Greeks. But Rome had no quarrel with either 
Syracuse or Carthage; and Rome had just before, with 
Syracusan help, heavily chastised her own soldiers for 
doing at Rhegion what the Mamcrtincs had done at 
Messana. The Mamcrtincs were therefore for a while 
afraid to ask for help from Rome. At last however 
they did. After much debate at Rome, help to the 
Mamcrtincs was granted. They became dependent 
allies of Rome, like the towns and nations of Italy ; 
Messana in short became a piece of Italy on the 
Sicilian side of the strait. But help to the Mamcrtincs 
meant war with both Syracuse and Carthage. So in lie 
264 the First Punic War, the War for Sicily, began. 

Of that war, simply as a war between Rome and 
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Carthage. ti«crc is no need for the Story of Sicily to 
speak at any length. The fate of Sicily was decided 
for her by others ; her own people, Greeks and Sikels 
who had practically become Greeks, could do little 
indeed. The talc of three-and-twenty years’ fighting 
might be told by saying that, while the rest of Sicily 
became a Roman province, the Mamertines stayed in 
the relation of Italian allies, and King Hicr&n, after 
he became the friend of Rome, kept his kingdom of 
Syracuse as long as he lived, as happy as a good king 
could make it, and as independent as a state could be 
which knew that in all foreign affairs it must follow 
the lead of a greater power. But in this long war a 
great deal happened in Sicily which is of the deepest 
local interest to this and that place. Some of the 
most stirring events that ever happened in Sicily 
happened during these years. And some of these we 
must tell, while we leave the general course of the 
war to those who have to tel! the story of Rome and 
of Carthage. But we may notice that, though a good 
deal was done by land, yet the characteristic feature 
of the war was its great battles by sea, and also the 
number of fleets that were destroyed by storms. All 
this was off the coast of Sicily. The wonderful thing 
is that Rome, whose main strength before and after 
was always by land, could in this war, after many ups 
and downs, overcome the greatest sea-faring power of 
the world on its own element 
Very soon after the Romans entered Sicily, in the 
year 263, they marched with their whole force against 
the King of Syracuse. They began by taking the 
sacred town of Iladranum by storm. The slaughter 
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done by a Roman army on taking a town by storm 
was something to which the Greeks were quite unac¬ 
customed. Several towns were frightened into sub¬ 
mission, and Hiertn’s kingdom was sadly cut short 
before the consuls drew near to Syracuse. Then he 
submitted, and made terms of peace. It was not the 
interest of Rome to press him hard. He agreed to 
nay a hundred talents of silver, and to become the ally 
of Rome. To become the ally of Rome practically 
meant to become dependent on Rome. Having been 
thus driven to change sides, Hierdn became the most 
faithful and zealous ally of the Romans, helping them 
in every way and receiving all favour and honour back 
again. The course taken by the war barely touched 
Syracuse ; so the well-being of the city and of the 
rest of I-Iierdn’s dominions was hardly at all disturbed. 
Hierfin was the first of many kings whom the Romans 
called their allies; a new state of things in short 
began with him. The kingdom left to him took ,n 
the old territory of Syracuse and the towns of the 
cast coast as far north as Tauromemon. For the rest 
of Sicily Romans and Carthaginians went on fighting. 

In the next year, 262, it is worth noting that the 
people of Segesta, who had a Carthaginian garrison 
In their town, ro« and slew them and joined he 
Romans. Agathokles had rooted out the old Elymian 
people of Segesta ; but the mixed multitude udiom he 
had planted there did as men always do in such eases, 
thev took up the old traditions of the place. They 
gave themselves out for Trojans; and it *■* 
convenient for the Romans to greet them as brethren 
and to deal with Segesta as a favoured ally, 
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About the same time one nf the greatest Greek 
cities of Sicily came to the end of its history as a 
Greek city. Akragas was now a Carthaginian pos¬ 
session, and it was determined to make it the great 
centre of Carthaginian power in Sicily. This led to 
the great Roman siege of that city. By a strange 
turning-about of things from what we have been used 
to see, Akragas was defended by l’unic armies. And 
of course, whichever side succeeded, it meant the 
dying out of the Greek life of the place. The siege 
was a long one, with various exploits on both sides. 
At last the Carthaginian commander Hannibal, find¬ 
ing no hope of holding the place, cut his way out. 
The city was for a moment left to itself; but the 
Romans burst in, and all was over. The horrors of a 
Roman storm follower!; those who were not slain were 
sold into slavery. Akragas, fairest of mortal cities, 
after rising again, though not to its old greatness, 
from its first Carthaginian overthrow, finally sinks into 
the provincial town of Agrigentum. As such it had 
a third life; but the great city of TherAn gradually 
shrank up into the present town within the old 
akropolis. 

This was in 261. The next year is famous for the 
first battle by sea won by Romans over Carthaginians, 
the great victory of Gaius Duilius in the bay of 
Mylai. This was followed by a great deal of fight¬ 
ing in various parts of Sicily and the taking of many 
towns by the contending armies. Then Henna was 
taken, first by a l’unic, and then by a Roman, force. 
The Carthaginians strengthened D repan a the haven of 
Kryx, and made it one of their chief stations during 
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the remainder of the war. More interesting perhaps 
is the fact that in 25s the consuls Aulus Atilius and 
GaiusSulpiciusmade,likc Hermokrates and Dionysios, 
an inroad into the land of Panormos. There perhaps 
Atilius heard enough to enable him before long to 
repeat the exploit, not 'on'.y of Hermokrates and 
Dionysios, but of Pyrrhos himself. 

The next year comes the hard-fought sea-fight off 
Tyndaris, a dearly bought victory for Rome. Then 
for two years the scene changes to Africa. The talcs, 
true and false, about Marcus Atilius Rcgulus touch 
Sicily only in this, that it is plain that his attack 
on Carthage on African soil was suggested by the 
invasion of Agathoklis. But the year 254 is one of 
the most memorable in Sicilian history. The other 
Atilius, Aulus, had learned his lesson, and now he 
practised it We have now for the first time to call 
up the picture of Panormos with its double haven, 
the old city with its long street between the two 
branches of the sea, and the new city, the peninsula 
keeping guard between the haven and the outer sea. 
Besides these it is plain that a fortified suburb had 
grown up between the southern branch of the haven 
and the river Orcto. Against this great city, the 
ancient head of Phoenician Sicily, the consul Aulus 
and his colleague Gaius Cornelius now led the fleet 
and army of Roma The fleet sailed into the 
haven; the soldiers were landed between the south 
wall and the river; the New City, attacked by land 
and sea, was taken by storm, and the Old City 
presently surrendered in sheer fright Those of the 
inhabitants who could pay a ransom were spared ; 
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the rest were sold for slaves, l’anormos and the 
land of l’anormos became a Roman possession, save 
only that the hill of Herkte was not yet taken, but 
was held by I’unic troops as a thorn in the side of 
its Roman possessors. But, after the fall of Panor- 
mos, not a few towns rose against their I’unic 
garrisons and called in the Romans. It is a 
speaking fact that among them was Phoenician 
Solous. Carthage was clearly not loved by her 
subjects, even by those of her own blood. 

Thus was the great Semitic city of Sicily for the 
second time won for Europe. The Greek under 
Pyrrhos had made his way in for a moment; the 
Roman was to keep his hold abidingly, l’anormos 
was indeed again to see Semitic masters; but not 
till nearly eleven hundred years after the entry of 
Atilius and Cornelius. As a piece of general Euro- 
pcan history, the taking of Tanormos, presently 
followed by its defence, is the greatest event of the 
War for Sicily. Strange to say, this great success 
was immediately followed by a time of great down¬ 
heartedness among the Romans. They won some 
successes, as the taking of Therma and of Lipara on 
its island. Yet they are described as keeping out of 
the way of the Carthaginian armies, through sheer 
dread of the elephants. There is something strange 
in this. The use of elephants in the Punic armies 
was something new. The elephants of India had 
been brought into Italy and Sicily by Pyrrhos, and 
that had led the Carthaginians to tame the elephants 
of their own continent and to employ them in war 
in the like sort They now take the place in 
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the Punic armies which had formerly been held by 
the war-chariots. But it « not easy to see why 
the Romans were so specially afraid of them just 
at this time. It was not the first time that they 
had met the Punic elephants in Sicily, and before 
that they had met and overcome the elephants of 
Pyrrhos at Beneventum. Anyhow the elephants 
were presently to be put to their trial on a great 
scale. It was of course the great object at Carthage 
to win back Panormos, and a failure of the Romans 
to take Hcrkttl may have raised their hopes higher. 
The Punic general Asdruba! now (251) set forth to 
attack Panormos, which was defended by the pro. 
consul Lucius Cecilias Metcllus. The whole cam¬ 
paign was by land ; nothing is said of ships on 
either side. Asdrubal marched from Lily baton with 
a great army of the usual kind, and with no less 
than 120 elephants, the force in which he chiefly 
trusted. They entered the land of Panormos by the 
passage in the hills, and found themselves with the 
river Orcto between them and the city. The plan 
of Metcllus was to keep within the city and to draw 
on the enemy near to the south wall Asdrubal was 
filled with scorn at the supposed cowardice of the 
enemy, and the captains of the elephants asked 
specially that they might take the lead in the 
attack. Metcllus had lined the south wall and its 
ditch with light-armed troops, who, as the elephants 
drew near, kept up a ceaseless shower of darts and 
arrows. The beasts presently became unmanageable, 
and the Punic ranks began to fall into confusion. 
Then Metcllus saw his time; he threw open the gate, 
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and charged with his legionaries. The Punic army 
was utterly routed; the elephants galloped hither and 
thither about the plain, with or without their riders. 
In the end sixty were taken alive and sent to Rome. 
Panormos was saved for Rome and for Europe. 

The Roman despondency now altogether passed 
away. There now seemed to be a hope of winning 
those strongholds in the extreme west of the island 
which were now all that Carthage held in Sicily. As 
we find Hcrkl6 in Roman hands a little later, it was 
most likely taken soon after the defence of Panormos. 
But the height of Eryx, the new fortress of Drepana, 
and the older fortress of Lilybaion, were still held by 
Carthage. The greatest efforts of Rome were now 
made to take them. The rest of the war, a space of 
ten years, gathers altogether round these points, the 
centre of warfare being the great siege of Lilybaion, 
which went on all the time. Many stirring deeds 
were done on both sides; and in the end, though the 
Romans defeated Carthage in the war, they were no 
more able to take the great Carthaginian stronghold 
than Dionysios and Pyrrhos had been. 

Of the first year of the siege of Lilybaion we have 
a minute account, recording many stirring events. It 
is not quite easy to sec why the Carthaginians chose 
this moment to destroy Sclinous, which had long been 
a Greek town under Punic rule, and to move its 
inhabitants to the besieged Lilybaion. But this 
notice marks the end of Sclinous as even a subject 
city. The walls no doubt were slighted ; but there is 
no reason to think that the temples were destroyed, 
for which there was no motive At Lilybaion the 
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siege now began by land and sea. The Roman ships 
were moored off the mouth of the harbour to keep 
anything from going in: they tried in vain to block 
up the haven. But Phoenician seamanship was so 
much better than theirs that for a while skilful 
captains continued to make their way in. One 
specially, out of the many bearers of the name of 
Hannibal, distinguished, we know not why, as the 
Rhodian, went in and out for a long time as he 
pleased with his single ship. But he and his ship 
were at last taken. We arc not told what became of 
Hannibal himself, but his ship became a model to 
Roman ship-builders, and no one was able to repeat 
his exploit. By land the Romans strove hard to fill 
up the great ditch which defended the city, and the 
Carthaginians tried to burn the Roman engines. In 
this they at last succeeded. After the first year the 
long siege seems to have become a mere blockade. 
We hear bet few details. In 249, after the great 
defeat of the consul Publius Claudius off Drepana by 
the Punic general Asdrubal, the siege was all but 
given up; but it still went on. 

The defeat off Drepana was followed the next year 
by a great destruction of a Roman fleet by a storm, 
after which the Romans sent out no more ships till 
quite the cr.d of the war. But the consul Lucius 
Junius struck a bold stroke by land. With the 
remnant of his fleet he sailed round to the foot of 
lirj'x; he landed; by a sudden blow he seized the 
town and temple and turned the mountain into n 
Roman stronghold. Eryx, like Panormos, had been 
held for a moment by Pyrrhos; now Rome laid a 


IIA MILK A R BARAK. 


287 


more lasting grasp on the house of the goddess in 
whom men saw the mother of /Eneas. But now the 
last few years of the war were to be made illustrious 
by the coming of the greatest man who had as yet 
had a share in it. Carthage had long been so far 
advancing in all that makes a power great that 
even the average of her statesmen and generals 
is now distinctly higher than that of Rome. She 
now sent forth a captain greater than any that 
had been before him, the father of a son yet 
more famous than himself, though perhaps not of 
greater gifts. The Punic proper names were so few- 
that it is not always easy to distinguish their bearers ; 
we have now come to the greatest Hamilkar, the 
father of the greatest Hannibal. Ilamilkar, called 
Barak or the Thunderbolt, was now put at the head 
of the Punic forces in Sicily. His exploits were 
wonderful; but their nature shows what the character 
of the war had now become. Both the contending 
commonwealths were nearly worn out with the long 
struggle. But Rome and her allies had now posses¬ 
sion of all Sicily except Drepana and Lilybaion, and 
of those Lilybaion was blockaded. There was really 
no room for any enterprises on a great scale; the 
question was whether Rome or Carthage could bear 
up longest, and all that even Hamilkar could do was 
to try to wear Rome out He first with his licet laid 
waste the shores of southern Italy. He then, by a 
sudden blow, seized the height of Ilcrktc just above 
Panormos. The city itself he docs not seem to have 
attacked ; but lie occupied a centre from which 
he could work every kind of annoyance on the 
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Romans in Par.ormos and elsewhere. He fought no 
pitched battles; he attacked none of the great Roman 
strongholds; but he defeated every attempt to dis¬ 
lodge his force from the hill, and he laid waste the 
Roman territory by sea and land. 

For three years Hamilkar thus worked hard from his 
post on Herktc to wear out the Roman power. It 
might look like a confession of failure when, of his 
own free will, he left Herktd and chose another point 
This time the Thunderbolt fell on Eryx. But he was 
able to seize only the lower town ; the akropolis, with 
the temple of Ashtoreth or Aphrodite, remained in the 
hands of the Romans. The combatants were thus 
close to one another; for two years endless skirmishes 
went on, without any marked advantage to either 
side. Romans and Carthaginians alike had to fight for 
every morsel of food they got The War for Sicily 
was now waged on the one height of Eryx, save that 
outside of Lilybaion there were still Roman besiegers, 
and inside of it there were still Punic defenders. But 
they seem to hare done little more than watch one 
another; we hear of no special exploits on cither 
side. 

In this way the forces of the two commonwealths 
which were striving for the dominion of Sicily were 
both wearing away. The Romans had quite given 
up all action by sea, and, after the first days of Hamil- 
kar's occupation of Ilerkte, we hear nothing of any 
such on the part of Carthage When Hamilkar had 
been two years on Eryx, there was no Punic fleet 
anywhere in Sicilian waters. In the year 241 the 
Romans, under the energetic consul Gaius Lutatius 
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Catulus, held that the moment was come for one final 
attempt by sea which must bring the war to an end one 
way or the other. Ships were built after the pattern of 
the famous ship of the Rhodian Hannibal; the crews 
were well practised, and the fleet set forth. There was 
no Carthaginian fleet to withstand the Romans. They 
took Drepana; they renewed the naval blockade of 
Lilybaion; nothing was left to Carthage save Lily- 
baion itself and Hamilkar's stronghold on Eryx. For 
five years naval affairs had been neglected at Carthage; 
but now it was impossible to avoid fitting out a fleet. 
It was made ready and manned in haste; it had to 
carry provisions to I-Iamilkar on Eryx as well as to 
meet the Romans off Drepana or Lilybaion. The 
object of Lutatius was to meet the Punic fleet while it 
was still laden, before it had reached Eryx. And this 
he succeeded in doing by going forth in the teeth of 
a contrary wind. It was perhaps the highest tribute 
ever paid by enemy to enemy, when Lutatius deter¬ 
mined to attack at once in the face of the storm 
rather than wait for a better wind and allow the 
Carthaginians to sail round to Eryx. If they did so, 
they would take Ilamilkar and his veterans on board, 
and Lutatius judged that it was less dangerous to face 
the storm than to face Hamilkar. The last fight of 
the war then began off the isle of Aigousa. Even 
naval skill, the special boast of Carthage, seemed to 
have gone over to the Roman side. The heavily laden 
Punic ships could not bear up against the Romans; 
the War for Sicily was ended by the utter defeat of 
Carthage on her own element. 
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The two commonwealths had each thrown its last 
cast, and Rome had woo. Lilybaion and Eryx were 
not taken ; but Carthage was defeated, not only in the 
battle but in the war. A commission was sent to 
Ilamilkar, empowering him to make peace with the 
Romans on any terms that he thought good. Lutatius 
had no such powers, but the two generals agreed on 
terms, subject to the approval of the Roman people. 
Carthage was to give up all claim on Sicily, to with¬ 
draw all troops from Sicily ; to abstain from war with 
Hicrdn, and to pay 2,200 talents within twenty years. 
At Rome these terms were thought too favourable to 
Carthage ; the money was raised to 3,200 talents, to 
be paid within ten years. And a clause was added 
by which Carthage was to give up all claim on the 
islands between Italy and Sicily. This meant the 
isles of Lipara; on those islands it was dearly neces¬ 
sary that Carthage should give up all claim. But the 
words were afterwards construed, strangely and not 
very fairly, to imply a cession of Sardinia and Corsica. 
Hamilkar did not refuse, and peace was made. The 
unconqucred garrisons of Lilybaion and Eryx 
marched out and were carried away to Carthage. 
The War for Sirily was over, and the island, as far 
as Carthage was concerned, was left to the dominion 
of Rome. 

With the first appearance of Rome as an actor in 
Sicilian affairs, all hope of maintaining any real 
Sidlian independence had passed away. It was plain 
that the dominioa of the island must fall to one or 
the other of the two great contending commonwealths. 
At the time men may have doubted whether Rome 



CARTHAGE GIVES UP SICILY. 291 

or Carthage had the better chance. We can see that 
the advance of Rome could not be cheeked, and we 
see further that it was well that it could not be checked. 
If Greek Sicily could not remain free, if it could not 
be independent under a Greek king, it was better that 
it should at least have European masters. The fight 
of Aigousa determined that Sicily should remain 
European for ic6S years. In fact it determined that 
it should remain European for ever; it made the 
second Semitic occupation something wholly unnatural. 
The barbarian corner of Sicily was now won for 
Europe ; the Greek subjects of Carthage passed under 
the less unnatural rule of Rome; the kingdom of 
Hicr6n still remained untouched within its own 
borders, but practically a dependency of Rome. We 
have still some stirring talcs to tell before all Sicily 
passes under immediate Roman government; but its 
complete subjection is now only a question of time. 
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The establishment of the Roman power in Sicily is 
not only a marked event in the history of the island ; 
it marks a memorable stage in the growth of the 
Roman dominion, and thereby in the general history 
of the world- The event of the first war between 
Rome and Carthage was to give Rome her first 
province and her first dependent kingdom. Others 
of both kinds followed in abundance; but Sicily 
supplied the first of each class. Hicrbn, in form a 
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free ally of Rome, was practically dependent. Me 
was perfectly free in the administration of his own 
kingdom ; but he knew that in his foreign policy he 
had nothing to do but to follow the lead of Rome. 
The first of his class, he was far better treated than 
the royal dependents of Rome were in later times. 
The prosperity and the internal independence of 
Syracuse were untouched as long as he lived, and if 
they perished soon after his death, it was through the 
fault of a foolish successor. The territory of the 
Mamcrtincs was a piece of Italy on the Sicilian side 
of the strait. In the rest of the island, the part 
subject to Carthage, Rome now stepped into the 
position of Carthage ; it became the Roman province 
of Sicily. That is, it became a land subject to Rome, 
or rather a possession of Rome, ruled by a Roman 
governor. The full organization of all Sicily as a land 
subject to Rome, and the exact relation of all its 
towns to the ruling commonwealth, did not come yet. 
But so much of the island as had been under the 
power of Carthage now becomes Roman provincial 
soil, the property of the Roman people. 

Meanwhile the dominions of Ilierdn, so long as 
Hicron lived, enjoyed all the advantages that 
can be had from the government of a good king. 
And it was well for them that their king lived to be 
ninety years old, and reigned forty-seven years after 
he became the ally of Rome. To that character he 
clave steadily; in all the wars which Rome waged 
with the Gauls, in the time between the two 1 un.c 
wars, HicrOn constantly sent help. And after 
the second, the Hannibalian war, broke out, he 
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was ever zealous !n helping his ally with pro¬ 
visions and troops. Syracuse itself was untouched 
by war; but Hierdn kept up a powerful fleet, and 
caused the defences of the city to be strengthened, 
and every kind of military engine to be kept in 
readiness under the care of his kinsman Archimedes, 
the most renowned of mechanical philosophers. He 
adorned the city with many buildings. Foremost 
among them was the second temple of Olympian 
Zeus in the agora; then there was the great altar for 
the feast of Zeus Elcutherios near the theatre, and the 
repairs of the theatre itself There Hicrdn’s name 
and the names of others of his family may still be 
read carved on the stone. His rule was mild and 
just; he observed the old laws and abstained from all 
kingly pomp Still he kept the Island as a separate 
stronghold, the dwelling-place of the king and the 
place of his treasury and store-houses. He settled 
the taxation ; all land paid a tithe to tire state; and 
the law of King Hieron remained in force long after 
his time, when all Sicily had become a province. He 
was famous among other Greek kings, and kept a 
strict friendship with the Egyptian Ptolemies, to 
which it has commonly been thought that the 
presence of the paper-plant of the Nile in the 
waters of Syracuse is owing. His bounty 
reached to Greeks far away; he largely helped 
the Rhodian* when their city had suffered from an 
earthquake. Like the former Hicrdn, he had poet* 
to sing his praises, and the pastoral poems of Thco- 
kritos, of which the scene is chiefly laid in Sicily, 
mark his time as the odes of Pindar mark the time 
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of the old tyrants. Almost the only drawback to his 
prosperity was the death of his only son Gcldn.a son 
who walked in his ways, in his life-time. 

Towards the end of the good old king’s reign, the 
Hannibalian war began in the year 218. Its early 
stages barely touched Sicily, and they were marked 
by one conquest which Rome won from Carthage, 
that of the island of Mclita. But in 216 King Hicron 
died, and the good time of his kingdom was over. 
It was said that Hicron had wished to restore the 
commonwealth. That means that he did not wish 
that the special powers which had been granted to 
himself should be granted to any one else after him. 
This is not unlikely. If Gcldn had been alive, nothing 
could have been better than that he should succeed 
his father ; but there was now no one left but Gclon’s 
son Ilicronymos. a lad of fifteen, who had already 
begun to show evil tendencies. Hut the old king 
was, it is said, talked over by his daughters, who 
hoped that their husbands, Hadranodoros and Zoippcs, 
might rule in their nephew’s name. So he made a 
will, bequeathing the kingdom to Hicrdnymos and 
putting him under the care of fifteen guardians, 
among whom were his two uncles. The will had to 
be confirmed by the Syracusan assembly, which 
assented, but not very willingly, and the reign of the 
last king of Syracuse began. 

Ilicronymos. young as he was, had a will of his 
own, and that an evil will. Hadranodoros contrived 
to get rid of his colleagues, and hoped to rule his 
nephew at his pleasure. Ilicronymos gave a certain 
amount of heed both to him and to Zoippos; but he 
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ruled for himself. He is charged with every kind 
of cruelty and excess ; what seems best proved 
against him is that, whereas his grandfather 
and his father Gclon had lived among the 
people of Syracuse in the simplest way and had 
respected all constitutional forms, Hierdnymos 
surrounded himself with the extreme of royal 
pomp, and never consulted senate or assembly. In 
short, according to Greek ideas, from a lawful king 
he became a tyrant Then came the great political 
question of the day. Now that Hannibal was winning 
his great victories in Italy, and Rome seemed almost 
at the last gasp, it was by no means clear that the 
Roman alliance was the safest for Syracuse. It was 
quite possible that help given to Carthage might be 
rewarded with the possession of all Sicily. Hadrano- 
ddrosand Zoippos both took the Punic side ; another 
adviser, Thrasdo, who pleaded for Rome, was got rid 
of, and in 215 an embassy was sent to Hannibal, then 
in Campania after his victory at Cannre, offering the 
alliance of Syracuse to Carthage The envoys were 
of course gladly received ; Hannibal referred them to 
the government of Carthage for the conclusion of a 
formal treaty; meanwhile he sent agents to look- 
after Carthaginian interests in Syracuse. These were 
two brothers, Hippokrates and Epikydes, men of 
mixed descent, Carthaginian by birth, but grandsons 
of a Syracusan who had been banished by AgathokJes 
and had settled and married at Carthage. Hippo¬ 
krates gained great influence over the young king. 
Hicrunymos fully made up his mind to join Carthage. 
When the prxtor in the Roman province, Appius 
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Claudius, called on him to keep his faith to Home, he 
gave a mocking answer. He sent two embassies to 
Carthage. The first proposed that he and the Cartha¬ 
ginians should drive the Romans out of Sicily and 
divide the island between them, with the river Himeras 
for the boundary. lie then rose in his demands, and 
asked for all Sicily. The Carthaginians consented ; 
it suited their purpose for the time, and Hierdnymos 
became their ally and the enemy of Rome. 

Hut a party in Syracuse was favourable to Rome, 
and the misrule of Hierdnymos had made him many 
enemies. He set out on a campaign against the 
Roman province, but was presently killed by con¬ 
spirators at Leontinoi. Two of the slayers, Thcodotos 
and SAsis, set out at once, hoping to be the first to 
take the news to Syracuse. Hut a slave of the king s 
got there before them, and Hadranoddros, who looked 
on himself as his nephew’s successor, was able to 
make some preparations for defence. Hut when 
Sdsis and Thcodotos came from Leontinoi, bearing 
the diadem of Hierdnymos and the royal robe stained 
with his blood, popular feeling broke forth; the 
soldiers of Hadranoddros would not support him ; the 
rule of the senate and people was proclaimed, and 
Hadranoddros was called on to submit to the restored 
commonwealth. He was at first inclined to do so ; 
but his wife Damarcta, daughter of IIicrAn,stirred him 
up to cleave to power. But he had not strength of 
mind to take any decided course either way. The 
next day he went out of the Island, gave up the kcj s, 
and made his submission to the new state of things. 
He was at once elected general,along with 1 hemistos, 
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the husband of Haraonia the sister of Hicronymos. 
With them were joined several of his slayers. They 
were of course on the Roman side, and envoys were 
sent to Appius Claudius to negotiate a renewal of 
the old friendship between Syracuse and Rome. 

Thus far things had gone on the whole quietly; no 
blood had been shed but that of Hicronymos. Hut 
the prospect of renewed friendship with Rome did 
not at all suit die purposes of Hippokrates and 
EpikydOs. At the time of the death of Hicronymos, 
they were absent on a military command against the 
neighbouring Roman garrisons. They tried in vain 
to keep the news of the kings death from their 
soldiers, who presently forsook them. They then 
went to Syracuse; they pleaded that they were 
officers of Hannibal’s, who had come to Syracuse and 
served HicrJnymos only because their own commander 
had sent them. They wished now to go back to 
Hannibal, and asked for a guard, as the roads were 
not safe The generals granted their request, but 
foolishly did not send them off at once They thus 
had time to intrigue with various kinds of people, 
largely with the mercenaries and the deserters from 
the Roman service, against the alliance with Rome. 
They gave out that the object of the generals was, 
under cover of the Roman alliance, to bring Syracuse 
wholly under the power of Rome, and to rule them¬ 
selves under Roman patronage Damarcta and 
Harmonia arc said to have stirred up their husbands 
to join in the plot The other generals professed to 
have found evidence against them ; but, instead of 
bringing them to trial, they had them murdered at 
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the door of the senate-house, and then got the senate 
to pass a vote approving the deed. Then they 
harangued the public assembly, and pretended to 
carry a vote that the whole house of the tyrants—so 
the descendants of good King Hierdn were now 
called—should be put to death. Those who answered 
to that description in Syracuse were all women. Not 
only were Damarcta and llarmonia slain, but a far 
more pitiful slaughter was done. Zdippos, the 
husband of Hierdn's other daughter Heraklcia. was 
away at Alexandria. He had advised the Cartha¬ 
ginian alliance; but he disapproved of Hierdnymos* 
misdeeds, and, when he was sent to Egypt on an 
embassy, he chose to stay there rather than come 
back to Syracuse. His wife and two daughters were 
left at Syracuse; they were now slaughtered with 
horrible cruelty. 

This was one of the worst deeds in Syracusan 
history ; but it was the deed of the generals, not of 
the people. When the assembly found out how they 
had been deceived, orders were sent, but too late, to 
stop the slaughter. One is rather surprised that the 
generals who had done such a deed were not deposed, 
or rather swept away in a burst of wrath. Rut the 
anger of the people showed itself only by a strong 
turn of general feeling towards the Carthaginian side. 
In this state of mind Hippokratesand Epikydis were 
chosen generals instead of the two slain men. I hey 
still had to dissemble; negotiations were going on 
with Appius Claudius, and he sent envoys on to the 
new consul who had come into Sicily, the famous 
Marcus Claudius Marccllus. The two brothers gave 
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out that there was a plot to give the city altogether 
up to Rome And they had the more weight when 
a Punic fleet came to Pachynos, and when Appius 
Claudius thought it prudent to bring the Roman fleet 
to the mouth of the Great Harbour. He came only to 
watch; but the people were greatly stirred, and they 
were kept from violence only by the speech of a 
certain Apolldnidfo, who persuaded them to keep in 
the Roman alliance, and to conclude the treaty which 
was under negotiation with Marcellus. 

A new subject of dispute grew- out of the terms of 
the treaty, which shows how the old feelings charac¬ 
teristic of Greek commonwealths still lived on. The 
treaty provided that all the towns that had been 
under the rule of King Hierdn should be under the 
rule of the Syracusan commonwealth. Every Greek 
knew what that meant. The king might rule in the 
interest of his whole kingdom ; a commonwealth of 
Syracuse, aristocratic or democratic, would rule in the 
interest of Syracuse only. In this Hippokrates and 
Epikydes saw their advantage. They were foolishly 
sent to Lcontinoi with a force of mercenaries and 
deserters, to get them and their men out of the way. 
They were after all officers of Hannibal’s, who eared 
for Syracuse only so far as suited the interests of 
Carthage. They therefore did not scruple, in a style 
that might have been very becoming in a Lcontine 
patriot, to stir up the Leontincs to assert their in¬ 
dependence of Syracuse, and also to make inroads 
into the Roman territory. Marcellus naturally sent 
to Syracuse to complain of this breach of the treaty 
which had just been made. The generals answered 
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that Leontinoi was a town subject to Syracuse, and 
that Syracuse would join with Rome to put down the 

revolt. . .... 

Syracuse might thus even now have remained in tnc 
Roman alliance, if Marcellas had not turned all Greek 
feeling in Sicily against him by an act in which he 
perhaps thought that he was rather merciful than other¬ 
wise The inland parts of the island had now not seen 
war for more than fifty years, and now war was going 
,o be waged by Romans. The received war-law of 
Rome was far harsher than anything to which Greeks 
were used anywhere. Very bloody deeds were often 
done even by Greek commonwealths, and worse 
excesses had now and then been done both by mobs 
and by tyrants. But nowhere in Greece was there 
any systematic practice like the ."discriminate 
slaughter when the Romans took town by storm. 
And" the bloodiest military executions among Greeks 
were inflictions of simple death, without the addition 
of needless pain or mockery. Marcellus now set out 
for Leontinoi without waiting for the Syracusan 
contingent which was to join him. A fierce assault 
carried the town. The usual massacre must have 
followed for a while, and some plunder was certain y 
done. But Marcellus stopped it as soon as he could. 
No citizen of Leontinoi, no soldier who was not a 
deserter, suffered anything further: the consul even 
ordered the plundered goods to be restored. In all 
this Marcellus was certainly acting much less harshly, 
than Roman generals often did. Rut there were two 
thousand men in Leontinoi to whom, by Roman la«. 
he could show no mercy. These were the dcscrtcB 
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who were all scourged and beheaded. We may 
safely say that no such sight had ever been seen in 
eastern Sicily. The scourging, yet more than the 
beheading, turned general feeling strongly against 
the Romans. The story further lent itself to any 
amount of exaggeration. Hippokrates and Epikyde*. 
who contrived to escape to Herbessus, began to spread 
reports abroad that the whole people of Lcontinoi 
had been treated in the way in which only the 
deserters had been. 

The result of these falsehoods was that the Syracu¬ 
san soldiers, citizens and mercenaries, refused to act 
against either Lcontinoi or Herbessus. They wel¬ 
comed Hippokrates and Epikydes, when they ventured 
to come out and meet them. The mercenaries were 
further stirred up by a forged letter from the 
Syracusan genera's to Marcellus, in which they were 
made to thank him for his treatment of the deserters 
at Leontinoi, and to pray him to do the like by ail 
the mercenaries in the Syracusan sen-ice. The wrath 
of the mercenaries was naturally great; the generals 
fled, without waiting to disclaim the letter; Hippo¬ 
krates and Epilcydds had some ado to keep the 
mercenaries from massacring all the men in the army 
who were Syracusan citizens. The generals fled to 
Syracuse; they were followed by a messenger who 
was sent by the two brothers to repeat all the false 
talcs which had been told to the army. The city was 
divided; but the more part, specially of the lower 
people, were now on the Carthaginian side. When 
Hippokratds and Epikydds came to the Hexapyla, 
the generals found none who would withstand them. 
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They lied with their partisans into Achradina; but 
the wall was stormed ; some of the generals and their 
partisans were slain ; others, of whom Sdsis was one, 
escaped to the Roman camp. An irregular assembly, 
in which slaves, strangers, and criminals were allowed 
to take a part, restored the two brothers to their 
office of general. It is not clear whether any formal 
vote on behalf of Carthage was passed. Hut Syracuse 
was now held in the Carthaginian interest by merce¬ 
naries, deserters, and the lowest class of her own 
people. A large party still clave to Rome, but they 
were overpowered. The Roman siege of Syracuse 
(214-212) began. 

Marcellus led his troops by a round-about path to 
the old camping-ground by the Olympicion, leaving 
the northern part of the city untouched. His object 
was to act in concert with the fleet in the Great 
Harbour. He still made two attempts at negotiation. 

I lis message was that he did not come to besiege 
Syracuse; he came to demand the restoration of 
those Syracusans who had taken refuge in the camp, 
and the deliverance of those who were now held down 
by the yoke of strangers. I-ct the fugitives be restored, 
let the authors of the massacre be given up. and all 
would still be well. If not, Rome must appeal to arms. 
Epikydfc heard the envoys outside the gate ; he told 
them that they would find a siege of Syracuse harder 
than a siege of Lcontinoi, and shut the gate in their 
faces. 

The work of the siege now began. It was a siege 
carried on mainly from the north side. If the camp by 
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the Olympicioa was kept up. it was quite secondary to 
the main Roman post by the Hexapyla, where Appius 
attacked by land, while Marccllus led the fleet against 
the cliffs of Achradina. He had many engines and 
crafty devices on board his ships, towers such as those 
which were brought against the walls in ordinary 
sieges by land, a machine too for throwing ladders, 
by which it was hoped that the walls on the cliffs 
might be scaled. But there was one within the walls 
of Syracuse who knew much better how to manage 
such matters than any one in the Roman camp or 
fleet Archimidds still lived, and he devoted his 
whole powers to the defence of the besieged city. 
Hippokratfa and Epikydds had the sense to let him 
have full play; men said that one old man was the 
soul of Syracuse, and that all the rest were only his 
body. He pierced the walls with eyelet holes for 
sharpshooters; he lined the battlements with artillery 
of every kind for the throwing of stones and all 
missiles, all proportioned and balanced with wonder- 
ful skill. He had iron hands by which the soldiers 
who drew near to the wall were caught up into the air. 
He had special devices to meet the Roman devices; 
the towers and the ladders were useless; the ships 
that bore them were crushed by stones or huge lumps 
of lead skilfully aimed, or they were caught up and 
let fall again with the chance of sinking. Against 
the skill of Archimedes the Romans could do nothing 
by land or sea. If so much as a stick or a piece of 
rope was seen on the wall, they ran away, crying out 
that Archimedes was bringing his engines against 
them. At last the two Claudii gave up the attack 
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both by land and sea. Appitis stayed to watch 
Syracuse from the old quarters by the Olympicion, 
and Marcellus set out to recover the other towns 
which had revolted. 

This failure of the great Roman attack on Syracuse 
went far to change the whole face of the war. Hanni¬ 
bal saw that Sicily must now become its main field. He 
himself stayed in Italy ; there was his special mission ; 
but he wrote to Carthage to plead that strong rein¬ 
forcements should be sent to Sicily. Himilkfin 
accordingly came with horse, foot, and elephants. He 
took Hiraklcia and Agrigentum. But he failed in an 
attempt to relieve Syracuse by land and sea; the 
Punic fleet which had come with provisions for the 
besieged town sailed away without giving any further 
help. But again the Romans helped their enemies by 
a deed of blood which this lime could not be ex¬ 
cused even by the Roman laws of war. Lucius 
Pinarius, who commanded in Henna, had reason, 
seemingly good reason, to believe that there was a 
plot to give up the Roman garrison to the enemy; 
but his way of meeting the danger was to summon 
the whole people of Henna to their regular assembly, 
and then to fall upon them and massacre them. 
Marcellus had not commanded this crime, but he in 
no way censured it. Such a deed, done loo in the 
holy city of Henna, turned general Sicilian feeling 
yet more strongly against Rome. Many towns went 
over to Himilkfin. All that Marcellus could do during 
the winter (213-212) was to watch, rather than to 
besiege, Syracuse on both sides. Titus Quinctius 
Crispinus commanded the post by the Olympicion 
21 
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and the ships in the Great Harbour, while the pro 
consul himself pitched a camp on the north side, 
seemingly not far from Thapsos. 

There were many Syracusans in the camp of Mar¬ 
cellas, the late genera! Sdsis among them ; and there 
was still in Syracuse itself a large party which 
would gladly have returned to the Roman alli¬ 
ance. But the mercenaries and deserters who, under 
Epikydis, had the upper hand in the town, kept a 
narrow watch over them. Communications were 
however opened between the Roman partisans inside 
and outside the city; the envoys were taken to 
and fro in a strange way; they were carried in 
fishing-boats, covered up with the nets. Marcellus 
offered that Syracuse, on submission, should even 
now remain a free city governed by its own law. 
But the plot was betrayed to Epikydes, and, therein 
showing his Punic breeding, he caused eighty 
partisans of Rome to be put to death by torture. 
Still al! intercourse did not cease between besieged 
and besiegers. Conferences went on about the ransom 
of a Lacedamonian named Damippos. He had been 
sent from Syracuse to try to stir up King Philip of 
Macedonia, who had made a treaty with Hannibal, 
but had given him no real help. Damippos fell into 
the hands of the Romans; Rome had just then her 
own reasons for dealing gently with Sparta, and Mar¬ 
cellus was not disinclined to show him some favour. 
At a conference held in a tower between the Roman 
camp and the north wall of Syracuse, a Roman 
officer marked a point where it would not be hard to 
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scale the wall. He told Marccllus, who did not hurry, 
but waited for a good opportunity. 

Such an opportunity presently came There was a 
three days’ feast to Artemis kept in Syracuse, when 
there was every chance that bad watch would be kept 
and that many would be drunk. As the Romans 
were not pressing the city at all closely, Archimedes’ 
engines were not at work; there was nothing to be 
feared beyond the ordinary risks of war. A chosen party 
was sent at night under the guidance of the Syracusan 
Sdsis. They scaled the wall near the Hexapyla, 
and met with no resistance from the sleepy and 
drunken guards. Presently the Roman trumpet was 
blown from the wall; the startled sentinels ran hither 
and thither; the Hexapyla was opened, and the whole 
Roman army marched in. They had now possession 
of the whole open ground of Epipolai; but the older 
quarters of the city had still to be besieged. Epiky- 
d6s held Achradina and the Island, and at the other 
end the castle of Euryalos was still held against them. 
There was still much to do ; but it was something to 
have got within the wall of Dionysios. Marccllus, a 
stern man but with a good deal of the hero in him, 
looked down on the great and famous city, the vastest 
in all Europe, which he had gone so far to win. He 
thought of its old glories and of all that it might still 
have to go through before he had full possession. lie 
looked and wept—there seems no reason to doubt 
the talc—in mingled joy and wonder and hope and 
fear. 

Marccllus had now, as had been done more than 
once before in Syracusan history, to besiege the inner 
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town of Syracuse from the outer. He once more 
offered terms, but the walls of Achradina were manned 
by deserters, and the herald could not even get a hear¬ 
ing. He turned his mind to the castle on Euryalos, 
where an Argcian mercenary called Philodamos 
commanded. Sdsis was sent to negotiate with him, 
but Philodamos put him off for a while, as he was 
hoping for relief from Hippolcrates. Meanwhile 
Marccllus pitched a camp on the middle of the hill, 
between the two later quarters of Tycha and Tcme- 
mit4s,the latter of which had now grown into a Ncapotis 
or Naotovnt. Their defences seem to have been much 
weaker than those of Achradina; the inhabitants 
presently sent to Marccllus, offering to surrender and 
begging only for their lives and dwellings. He took 
them at their word. The two quarters were syste¬ 
matically plundered; but slaughter was forbidden, 
and the people were seemingly allowed to go back 
to their empty houses. Soon after, Philodamos, de¬ 
spairing of help, surrendered the castle of Euryalos 
and was allowed to join Epikydes in the Island. The 
Romans had now full occupation of the whole hill 
outside the wall of Achradina. The siege of the 
inner city of Syracuse now began. 

If Philodamos had waited a little longer, he might 
have given his friends some help. Things looked as 
if the besiegers were going, like the Athenians, to 
be themselves besieged by land and sea. Bomilkar 
brought a Punic fleet into the Great Harbour. 
HimilkAn and Hippokratcs came with a land army, 
Punic and Sicilian, and occupied a point in the low 
ground to the south of the camp of Titus Quinctius. 
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A general attack was made ; Epikydds helping with 
a sally from Achradina. Rut the Romans beat off 
their assailants everywhere. For a while all remained 
watching one another. Marccllus was on the hill; 
Epikydds was in the inner city; Himilkdn and 
Hippokratds with their army, and Quinctius with 
his, were encamped in the lower ground, and the 
Carthaginian and Roman fleets lay in the harbour. 
Presently a new and terrible power stepped in. 

It was now the autumn of the year 212 ; and the 
marshy ground by the Anapos, as ever, became un¬ 
healthy. Pestilence broke out among the armies 
encamped there, as it had done in the days of the 
former Himilkdn. It did not greatly touch either the 
besieged or the besiegers within the city ; they were in 
a purer air ; but it fell on the army of Quinctius, and 
still more heavily on the army of Himilkdn. Mar¬ 
ccllus was able to help Quinctius’ soldiers by moving 
them to healthier ground on the hill ; the Sicilian 
soldiers who had come with the Carthaginians also 
found healthy spots in the neighbourhood. Rut the 
Punic force was utterly swept away, and with it the 
two commanders Himilkdn and Hippokiatcs. The 
only hope of Epikydes was now in Bomilkar and the 
Panic fleet. Bomilkar went to Africa to ask for rein¬ 
forcements. The reinforcements were granted ; they 
came to Sicily, but not to Syracuse. Epikydes went 
to stir him up ; he set sail, but he neither entered the 
harbour of Syracuse nor met the Roman fleet in 
battle. He sailed away, it is not easy to sec why, to 
Tarentum. 

EpikydCs did not come back to Syracuse. He was 
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really the officer, not of Syracuse but of Carthage, 
and he may have thought that he could do Carthage 
better service elsewhere. His absence left Syracuse 
in the hands of the mercenaries and deserters. These 
last, in case of Roman success, had nothing to look 
for but the rods and the axe; all others, citizens and 
soldiers, might have some hope of making terms. So 
yet again an attempt at negotiation was made. It 
began with the Sicilian troops in the neighbourhood. 
Marcellus said that he was still willing to leave Syra¬ 
cuse a free city, enrolled of course as a dependency 
of Rome, and paying to Rome the revenue that had 
been formerly paid to King Hierdn. Envoys were 
sent to announce these terms to the mercenary captains 
who now had Syracuse in their power. These cap¬ 
tains the envoys contrived to slay, by the help of their 
friends in Syracuse. An assembly was then held, the 
last assembly of the Syracusan people Generals were 
chosen, who began to treat with Marcellus on the 
proposed terms. This sounded like a death-warrant 
to the deserters; they persuaded the mercenaries to 
share their luck ; they slew the new generals, and 
broke off all communications with the Romans But 
presently the ordinary mercenaries began to see that 
their case and that of the deserters was not the same. 
The mere mercenaries might make terms, while the 
deserters could not. A Spanish captain named 
Mericus entered into communication with Marcellus ; 
great rewards were promised him, and he agreed to 
betray his post in the Island in the night 
When the appointed time came, a Roman party 
came by water, and was admitted by Mericus. At 


TAKING OF SYRACUSE. 


3 ** 

daybreak Marccllus made a pretended attack on the 
wall of Achradina. All the forces in Syracuse went 
to defend it; larger parties of Romans were admitted 
by Mcricus till the Island was wholly in their power. 
And now comes the strange part of the story. The 
deserters contrived to escape ; it is implied that their 
escape was connived at. This looks as if Mcricus 
had made some stipulation for them ; if so, Marccllus 
might shut his eyes to their escape ; he could not par¬ 
don them, if they came into his hands. Hut a hard 
fate fell on the citizens, a large part at least of whom 
were still inclined to Rome. They came out of the 
gate of Achradina, asking simply for their lives. I he 
clemency of Marcellus was afterwards much boasted of; 
but it did not go far beyond forbidding any genera 
massacre. It comes out afterwards that some special 
enemies of Rome were put to death and their houses 
and lands were forfeited; but for the mass of the 
people the rule was the same that had been followed at 
the entrance of the Romans into Tycha and Neapohs. 
In truth it would have been impossible to keep the 
soldiers from the expected reward of their long toils. 
The houses of Syracuse were given up to plunder; 
but slaughter and outrage were forbidden, and the in¬ 
habitants were allowed to keep their empty^ houses 
Marccllus took possession of the royal^or the 
Roman people ; but it proved less r,eh han had been 
looked for. And he began that shameless robbe y 
statues, pictures, and other works of art, 'vhich'vcnt 
on constantly from this time. He took away all that 
he could to adorn his triumph. 

Slaughter and outrage were forbidden; but, when 
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pillage i$ allowed, some slaughter is sure to follow. 
And the taking of Syracuse was marked by the slay¬ 
ing of the most memorable man in Sicily. We 
have heard nothing of Archimedes since quite the 
early days of the siege; indeed, since he drove away 
Marcellos and Appius, there had been no need of his 
engines. The story goes that Marccllus sent for 
him ; was it to lead him in his triumph ? When the 
message came, the philosopher was busy with a 
mathematical problem; he asked to be allowed to 
finish it; the soldier seemingly misunderstood him, 
and in his haste drew his sword and killed him! 
Marccllus is said to have lamented his death and to 
have shown favour to his kinsfolk. Others were slain 
by one chance or another; and those who kept their 
lives and houses, but had lost all their goods, were in 
a wretched case. Many had to sell themselves or 
their children for food. But Rome rewarded those 
who had served her SAsis and Mericus both received 
Roman citizenship. SAsis was also given a house in 
Syracuse and lands in the neighbourhood. Mericus 
and those who had helped him to let the Romans 
into the Island received lands elsewhere. 

Such was the end of the long history of Syracuse 
as an independent city, often as a ruling city, the 
greatest city of Sicily and of Europe. For more than 
a thousand years it remained, in one shape or another, 
part of the Roman dominion. Marcellus had now to 
deal with the other towns which had come under the 
Roman dominion. The kingdom of HierOn was 
swept away; nor was there any hope of uniting 
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eastern Sicily as a whole or any other shape. Each 
town was dealt with according to its deserts towards 
Rome. Those towns which had never fallen away or 
which had come back before the fall of Syracuse were 
received to different degrees of favour. Those which 
had simply come in through fear after Syracuse had 
fallen Marccllus dealt with as conquered enemies, and 
as at Syracuse, he portioned out rewards and punish¬ 
ments as he thought good. In these measures we 
sec the beginnings of the different relations in which 
the towns of Sicily stood to Rome and to one another 
in after-times. 

But it was only in part of Sicily that Marccllus 
could thus act at pleasure. Many towns still clave to 
the Punic alliance. Hanndn and Epikydfis still held 
Akragas, and they were now strengthened by Hanni¬ 
bal sending to them a valiant captain of Numidian horse 
named Mutines. He was of the mixed breed called 
Libyphcenicians, who were shut out from honours 
in the Carthaginian commonwealth, but his merits as 
a soldier had won him honour and trust in the camp 
of Hannibal. At the head of his light cavalry he 
scoured the country unhindered. He harried the 
lands of the allies of Rome, and became the centre 
of the Carthaginian party everywhere. But Hanndn 
envied his exploits, and, having his own commission 
straight from the Carthaginian government, he de¬ 
spised the officer merely sent by Hannibal. On the 
other hand, Mutines eared greatly for Hannibal and 
Mutines 1 soldiers eared greatly for Mutines; but nether 
cared much for Carthage and still less for Hannon. It 
was therefore not hard for Roman intrigues to shake 
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their allegiance when once the/ felt wronged. Hannfin 
and Epikydds marched as far as Phintids, by the old 
battle-ground of the southern Himeras. Marcellus 
marched from Syracuse to meet them ; a battle fol¬ 
lowed ; Mutines was there, and the Romans were 
driven to their camp. A strange mutiny followed 
among the Numidians ; part rode away to HCraklcia; 
MutinCs went to bring them back ; HannOn would 
needs fight a battle while MutinCs was away; the 
Numidians sent word to Marcellus that they would 
not fight against him. On the day of battle they 
stood aloof, and without them Hanndn's army was 
easily beaten. Marcellus took much spoil and eight 
elephants, and went back to Syracuse as a conqueror. 

This was his last exploit in Sicily. He was suc¬ 
ceeded in his command by the prxtor Ccthcgus, and 
went back to Rome, hoping for a triumph. The 
conquest of Syracuse was certainly the greatest 
success that Rome had ever seen ; but the war was 
not over, and Marcellus had come without his army. 
He was therefore refused the triumph, and was allowed 
only the lesser honour of the ovation. In that the 
general walked instead of being drawn in a chariot; 
flutes were played instead of trumpets, and the sacri¬ 
fice to Jupiter on the Capitol was a ram and not a 
bull. But the rich spoil of Syracuse, the plunder 
of gods and men, the engines of Archimedes, the 
captive elephants, made so great a show that the 
ovation of Marcellus was as splendid as any triumph. 
At the election of consuls for the next year (lie. 
21 x—210), he was again chosen with Marcus Valerius 
Latvinus. All Sicily was frightened at the thought of 
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Marccllus coming back; embassies went to Rome 
to beg for mercy ; the fright grew greater when the 
Senate voted that Sicily should be the province of 
one of the consuls, and when the lot gave it to Mar- 
ccllus. It seemed, men said, as if Syracuse were 
going to be sacked a second time. Marccllus talked 
big, and said that the outcry was raised by the intri¬ 
gues of his enemies in Rome. Hut he found the feeling 
against him so strong that he thought it well to 
exchange provinces with Lmvinus. The Sicilians 
were then formally heard in the Senate, and set forth 
their griefs against Marccllus. Many senators spoke 
strongly against him ; but it was not thought expe¬ 
dient to pass any formal censure. His acts were con¬ 
firmed ; but Lrevinus was bidden to deal as gently 
with Syracuse as Roman interests would allow. Then 
the Sicilians found it expedient to ask pardon of 
Marccllus and to crave his favour. Marccllus and his 
house became, according to Roman fashion, hereditary 
patrons of Syracuse. And lying legends arose about 
his clemency in Sicily and how much he was beloved 
there. 

While Marccllus was at Rome (210), reinforcements 
came from Carthage to Akragas ; Mutinfis still fought, 
and won over towns for Carthage ; Ccthegus had much 
ado to keep his army from mutiny. Presently 
Laevinus came to his province. He seems to have 
done something to satisfy the complaints at Syracuse; 
but the chief work to be done was at Akragas. But 
Lxvinus could do nothing as long as Mutines rode to 
and fro unhindered. At last the foolish jealousy of 
Hann 6 n reached such a pitch that he deprived 
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Muting* of his command and gave it to his own son. 
Then Mutincs held that all tics between him and 
Carthage were broken, and the Numidians would 
serve under no captain but Mutinfa. He and they 
sent to Lxvinus, offering to betray the town. So 
they did. A party of Romans were let in by the 
southern gate ; Hannfin, Epikydes, and a few others, 
startled at the Roman war-shout, were able to make 
their way out by one of the side-gates; a crowd of 
others tried to follow them in vain; and Akragas 
was a second time a Roman conquest. Lxvinus 
came to sit in judgement; he had no commission to 
be merciful to Akragas, and with a revolted city he 
dealt yet more sharply than Marccllus had dealt with 
Syracuse. The mass of the people were sold into 
slavery; some special enemies of Rome were put to 
death. But some, the remains doubtless of a Roman 
party, were left to keep up some shadow of life till, 
a few years later, they were strengthened by the 
addition of settlers from other parts of the island. 
The history of Akragas now ends. There is only 
provincial Agrigentum. 

The work was now nearly done. There were still 
sixty-six towns in arms against Rome. But the fall 
of Akragas spread fear everywhere. Some towns 
surrendered freely; some were betrayed, some were 
, by storm. Rewards and punishments were 
dealt out among their people, according to their 
merits in Roman eves. The war, strictly so called, 
was over. Lxvinus could exhort the people of 
Sicily, now that peace was come, to sit down quietly 
and till their fields, and grow the corn which was to 
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feed themselves and Rome also. It was rather as a 
civil magistrate than as a general that he had to put 
down a gang of robbers that he found at Agathyrnum. 
Four thousand ruffians of every kind had seized the 
town, and made it a centre of brigandage. Oddly 
enough Lxvinus found an use for them. He took them 
over to Italy to defend the lands of Rhegion against 
their fellow robbers the Bruttians. He then went on 
to Rome ; he reported to the Senate the peaceful 
state of his province, and presented Mutines and his 
comrades to receive their rewards, in the case of 
Mutinfis that of Roman citizenship. He then went 
back to Sicily for several years. He and other 
Roman commanders found the use of the island as 
the outpost of Europe against Africa. From the 
havens of Sicily many expeditions were made against 
the coasts of Africa, which Carthage sometimes 
threatened to return, but never did. The land was 
quiet; its corn began to feed the Roman armies and 
Rome herself. 

In the very last stage of the war Sicily becomes at 
least the scene of greater events. Publius Cornelius 
Scipio, chosen consul for the year 205, made Sicily 
the starting-point for his great enterprise. His plan 
was to go in the path of Agathoklcs, to carry 
the war into Africa, to draw Hannibal out of Italy 
to the 'defence of Carthage. All his preparations 
were made in Sicily ; it was from Lilybxum 
that he set forth, and it was to Lilybarum that 
he came back. His plan had succeeded. Ilanmbal 
came back to Africa, to meet Scipio in arms, to 
fight his last battle and to undergo his first defeat. 
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At Hannibal's bidding Carthage accepted the peace 
by which she ceased to be a ruling city, and became 
practically a dependency of Rome. The long strife 
was over; Europe had conquered Africa. Sicily was 
delivered from all fear of Phoenician rule, but only at 
the cost of submitting to Roman rule. Sicily has 
now, for a long time to come, no history but that of a 
subject province, an appendage to the history of Rome, 
Old and New. For six hundred years she vanishes 
from all direct share in the history of the world. This 
long, and mostly dreary, interval parts off the great 
times of Sicily through which we have passed from 
the great times of Sicily which arc still far distant Still 
it is a time from which we may learn much, and it has 
some stirring tales here and there. And one change 
took place greater than all. When Sicily next shows 
herself as having even a passing share in the great 
events of the world, it will be a Christian Sicily of which 
we shall have to speak. The altars of Baal have to pass 
away from Panormus and the altars of Zeus from 
Agrigentum. On the day of the victory of Scipio the 
number of years that part us from the victory of 
Gcldn at Himera is greater than those that part us 
from the preaching of Saint Paul at Syracuse. 
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B.C. 201—A.D. 827. 

[In thii chapter wc have to deal with the history of more than a thou- 
sand year*; bnt it h only a smill part of that time which needs to tec 
treated at any length. It i* needless to lay that we hav'O no continuous 
hHtory taking in ill that time, and that we hare no special Sicilian his¬ 
tory at all. Onr story, just a» at the rcry beginning, has for the most 
part to be put together from all manner of eases! source*. Del for 
seicral periods we have the help of good authorities, contemporary or 
nearly so. Thus for the Slave-wars, besides other notices, wc have a pood 
account in DkxlAros. He was not act-ally contemporary, leut he was deal- 
ing with his own island while the memory of thing' were fresh. The great 
speeches of Ckero against Vtnti arc a store of knowledge alcmt Sicily 
at that time, as, more than sis hnndred years after, tire Inters of Pope 
Gregory the Great arc for Sicily in his day. Between them, a pretty 
full account of the war of Solus Pompeia* may be made out from the 
historic* of Appian and Dion Cassias, and such mention as there is of 
Sicily in the Vandal and Gothic war* of Bcllwrius come* from lire high 
contemporary authority of Procopius, lire lest historian that wc have 
had to deal with since Polybfc*. Otherwise our awihoritic* arc piece¬ 
meal. There are of course notices here and there in mote general writers, 
from Suetonius and Tacitus onwards. For the earlier times wc have 
notices of the country from Strabo and tire elder Pliny in their general 
works. In the latter part the Lives of the Saints and other ecclesias¬ 
tical sources give a peat deal of help; lmt peat care must Ire taken to 
distinguish legend from fact- But at the very least they arc awful for 
local matters, and sotrielime* they are of a much higher character. 
And in tho earlier times we have abundant help from inscription* and 
W 


320 


SICILY A ROHAN PROVINCE 


Kant The gre*t maw of the Sicilian inKrijrtions date from the Roman 
timet. We would gladly cichangc any of them foe a few of earlier dayt.) 

ALL Sicily was now a Roman province. Part of it, 
the first province that Rome held, became such when, 
at the end of the War for Sicily, Carthage ceded to 
Rome all her possessions in the island. That is, part 
of Sicily, from being a province of Carthage, became 
a province of Rome. But the kingdom of Hierdn 
remained a separate state till his death. Then the 
second War for Sicily ended in bringing the whole 
island to the same state of subjection. The system 
of provinces thus began in Sicily; it went on when 
the islands of Corsica and Sardinia were ceded by 
Carthage. It was not till later that Rome took syste¬ 
matically to turning independent lands into provinces. 
The kingdom of Hierdn was a necessary appendage 
to the older Sicilian province. Yet it was none the less 
the first example of a kingdom dependent on Rome, 
and also the first example of the way in which such a 
dependency was brought down to a state of subjec¬ 
tion. 

For subjection it practically was everywhere. Yet 
we must not think that every inch of ground within a 
province stood in exactly the same relation to the 
ruling city. It suited Rome to allow very different 
degrees of internal freedom to cities all of which, in 
their external relations, were practically her subjects. 
One city might have joined Rome as a free ally when 
its alliance was valuable to Rome. It might keep its 
old formal alliance, sometimes an alliance on equal 
terms, though practically it could have no dealings 
with other powers but such as Rome thought good. 
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Such a city, though geographically within the bounds 
of the province, was not strictly part of the province; 
it was an ally of Rome, not a subject; it held its 
privileges by virtue of a treaty. Other towns might 
have privileges above others, not by virtue of a treaty, 
but by the favour of the ruling city. Such a town 
might be free in its internal administration ; it might 
be exempt from all tribute to Rome. And, even in the 
districts which were altogether subject, the towns still 
kept the character of separate communities with their 
own magistrates and assemblies, though they could not 
do anything of importance without leave from the 
sovereign power. That power was represented in the 
province by a proconsul or other Roman governor, in 
Sicily by a prator. Practically the prxtor or other 
governor could do pretty much what he chose, subject 
to the fear of being accused at Rome when he went out 
of office. And this check was but a slight one ; for, 
besides the power of bribery, the Roman senators and 
knights were commonly unwilling to condemn their own 
chief men at the accusation of strangers. The Roman 
governors were therefore often very oppressive, treat¬ 
ing the provinces as fields for their own enrichment. 
We shall see something of this as we go on. 

Examples of all the relations of which we have 
spoken were to be seen in Sicily. Three towns were 
allies of Rome (/ccderata }. Messana, now officially 
called Civitas Manurtina, kept its place as an Italian 
ally on Sicilian soil. The other two were Netum and 
Tauromcnium—we may now begin to use the Latin 
names—which seem to have had more favourable 
treaties than Messana. They were both in the king- 


322 SICILY A ROHAN PROVINCE. 

dom of Hierfln, and they must have earned favour by 
special services during the last war Their position 
and that of other allied cities within the provinces was 
a good deal like that of the republic of San Marino 
and the principality of Monaco in modern Europe. 
They remained what the kingdom of Hierfln had 
been, with the great practical difference, that they 
were isolated towns and not a considerable territory. 
Five other towns had the lesser, but not unimportant, 
privileges of being exempt from tribute to Rome, and of 
keeping a free local administration (CivHates libera ct 
immutus situ fadin'). These were Centuripa, Halatsa, 
Segesta, Halleys, and Panormus. The rest of Sicily 
stood in the simple provincial relation. The towns 
kept their constitutions as municipalities; but in 
every province the Roman People was sovereign and 
landlord. As landlord, it received in Sicily the tithe of 
the crops by way of rent. Hierfln had also taken the 
tithe; but that was as a native sovereign to defray 
the cost of a native government. Now it went out of 
the country, as tribute to a foreign power. We must 
also remember that, by the general rule in all cases of 
Roman allies and dependencies, the different towns, in 
whatever relation they stood to Rome, stood in no 
relation to one another. They were quite isolated. A 
citizen of one town could not hold land in the terri¬ 
tory of another, while a Roman could hold land any¬ 
where. Sometimes the same right was granted to 
specially favoured towns. Thus the people of the old 
Sikcl town of Centuripa might hold land in any part 
of Sicily. They got great wealth by this privilege, 
and contrived to oust the people of Lcontinoi from 
nearly the whole of their land. 
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It is important to remember these differences in the 
condition of the different towns, and the large amount 
of separate being which some of them kept under the 
Roman dominion. Such local independence was a 
privilege very well worth having; still it was a poor 
substitute for the full freedom of older times, when 
each city could itself play a part in the affairs of the 
world. On the other hand, peace, the Roman Peace, 
was spread over the land; cities could not make war 
on one another, as they did in the old time. Whether 
peace may not be too dearly purchased at the price 
of freedom and political life is another question. 

The Roman Senate and People certainly did not 
mean to act oppressively towards the lands which 
their victory over Carthage put into their hands. The 
fault lay in the system which gave one commonwealth 
a practically boundless power over another. And it 
lay still more in the great powers which the Roman 
officials held in the provinces, and in the way in which 
they often winked at unlawful acts on the part of other 
Romans. Yet there was clearly a 'disposition to do 
what could be done for the conquered land. Thus 
when, in the year 146 B.G, Carthage was taken and 
destroyed by the younger Publius Scipio, he gave back 
to the cities of Sicily many works of art which had 
been carried off to Carthage in the various Punic wars. 
Among these he gave back to Agrigentum a brazen 
bull which was said, though its claim was very doubt¬ 
ful, to be the real bull of Phalaris. As one effect 
of the Roman government, we may mark from this 
time a certain change in the relative importance of 
the Sicilian towns. Cities like Syracuse, which 
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had been the scat of great independent powers, 
lost greatly in every way by becoming mere provincial 
towns. Their trade and wealth lessened, and they 
began gradually to decay. The process began, 
though it took a long time fully to carry it out, by 
which Syracuse shrank up again into its island and 
Agrigentum into its akropolis, as we see them now. 
On the other hand, now that the growing of coni 
became almost the only business of the island, some 
of the inland towns which were centres of the corn- 
trade grew greatly in importance. It is needless to 
say that the distinction between Greeks and Sikcls 
is now quite forgotten. Even the Phoenician towns 
seem largely to have become Greek. In Cicero’s time 
the whole people of Sicily could be spoken of as 
Greeks. The truth is that Rome herself came to be 
so much under Greek influences that she carried 
somewhat of a Greek element even into her bar¬ 
barian conquests. Much more then did the Roman 
conquest help to make a land wholly Greek which 
was already mainly so. 

On the whole, Sicily under the Roman dominion 
must be spoken of as declining land. Great evils 
came of the excessive cultivation of corn. Both rich 
Sicilians and Roman speculators became masters of 
great estates, which they tilled by gangs of slaves. 
The endless wars and conquests of Rome led to a vast 
increase of slavery and the slave-trade, and the corn- 
growers of Sicily bought captives from all parts. 
In the slavely of antiquity the domestic slave, above 
all, the educated slave, such as many were, had a good 
chance of freedom, and at Rome even of citizenship. 
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But nothing could be more hopeless than the state of 
the slaves who worked in the fields. They had no 
chance of freedom ; they were cruelly treated; they 
were not allowed enough of food and clothing ; they 
were sometimes even mockingly told by their masters 
that they might supply their wants by robbing on the 
highway. On the one hand, the whole country was 
made unsafe; on the other, the wrongs of the slaves 
at last led them to revolt. The Slave Wars of Sicily 
form some of the most striking incidents in the 
otherwise not stirring history of the provincial land 

The slaves revolted twice, and both times they 
cost the Roman government no small trouble before 
the island could be made quiet again. It must be 
remembered that most of the Sicilian slaves who 
tilled the ground were captives taken in war, men 
well used to fighting. They came largely from Asia, 
and many of them were Cilician pirates. When 
therefore they had once taken up arms and made an 
union among themselves, they were able to make a 
formidable stand. The first Slave War broke out in 
the year B.C 1 34 - It was a time when the slaves rose 
in several other parts of the world ; but it is hard to 
say whether the Sicilian revolt had anything to do 
with the others. In Sicily the outbreak took place at 
Henna. A rich citizen of that town, Damophilos by 
name, and his wife Megallis, were specially cruel to 
their slaves, of whom they had a vast number. But 
their young daughter had always treated the slaves 
well, and had given them whatever comfort she could 
under the bad treatment of her parents. Another 
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citizen of Henna, named AntigenOs, had a Syrian 
slave called Eunous, who professed to have the gift 
of prophecy, and who played various tricks, breath¬ 
ing fire and the like. He gave out that the Syrian 
goddess had revealed to him that lie should be a 
king. Presently the slaves of Damophilos conspired 
with the other slaves in Henna. They proclaimed 
Eunous king ; they took possession of the town, and 
did as they pleased with their former masters and the 
other inhabitants. Damophilos was put to death with 
many others; his wife was given to the slave-women, 
who tortured her and threw her down the brow of the 
hill. But the slaves remembered her daughter’s kind¬ 
ness ; to her they did no harm, but sent her under a 
trusty guard to some friends at Catina. The slaves 
flocked together from all parts ; Eunous was presently 
at the head of six thousand men, armed with such arms 
as they could get. Such of the freemen of Henna as 
were makers of arms they kept alive as prisoners to 
make them swords and spears. Eunous took on him 
the state of a king, with the name of Antiochos, after 
the kings of his own country. He also gave the title 
of queen to the Syrian slave-woman who lived with 
him , lawful marriage of course could not be among 
slaves. King Eunous was nothing great in himself; 
but he had a wise counsellor in one Achaios. Slaves 
were often called after their countries, and here was a 
slave, no barbarian, but an Achaian, a Greek of the 
leading commonwealth of Greece, who had become a 
slave, most likely by being kidnapped by pirates. 
Presently another body of revolted slaves showed 
themselves under a Cilician named KleAn. It was 
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thought that he and Eunous would fight against one 
another ; but KIe6n submitted himself to Eunous as 
king. Klcfin was a good captain ; so with him and 
Achaios the affairs of King Eunous went on very 
well for a time. 

For three years or more this revolt went on. The 
slave king, or his general KIc6n, was able to defeat 
more than one Roman prxtor with his army. The 
slaves seem to have had full possession of the open 
country ; but we do not hear of any of the chief 
towns falling into their hands, except Henna, where 
the revolt began, and Tauromcnium, which they could 
hardly have taken by force; it must have been be¬ 
trayed to them. At last in 132 the consul Publius 
Rupilius overcame them. He besieged King Antio- 
chos and his followers in Tauromcnium, where they 
held out till they were brought to the eating of human 
flesh. At last Klein died fighting mafnully in a sally. 
The town was betrayed to the consul; Eunous or 
Antiochos escaped with a few attendants, and kept 
a while in hiding; but he was taken and died of 
disease in prison. Rupilius stayed in the island as 
proconsul; and in the next year 131, he put forth 
a code of regulations by which the province was 
governed for many years. 

The laws of Rupilius however did not put an end 
to the evils of slavery. These, bad enough in all parts 
of the ancient world, seem to have reached their 
highest point in provincial Sicily. A second revolt 
of the slaves was the consequence. This lasted from 
B.C. 102 to 99, which was also a time of other revolts 
of slaves elsewhere. And the time was well chosen 
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in other ways, as it was in the middle of the great 
war of Rome with the Cimbri and Tcutoncs, when 
no great heed could be given to the affairs of Sicily. 
The story is in some things very like that of the first 
slave-war; but it has perhaps a greater interest, on 
account of its connexion with some of the ancient 
sites and religious beliefs of the island. And the way 
in which die war began throws great light on the 
nature of ancient slavery. We see how commonly 
men were kidnapped by pirates, and how they were 
made slaves in unlawful ways by Roman officers. 
Whole lands were left almost without inhabitants 
The Senate made an order that all slaves in any 
Roman province who were subjects or citizens of any 
state in alliance with Rome should be set free. The 
prictor of Sicily, Publius Licinius Nerva, began accord¬ 
ingly to set free all slaves who came under those terms. 
So many were thus set free that the slave-owners 
began to fear that they would lose all their human 
property. They persuaded or bribed the prmtor not 
to put the law in force, and then the slaves began to 
revolt in various places. It carries us back to old 
times when we read that they began with solemn 
oaths in the temple of the Palici, the old Sikcl gods 
who befriended the slave. Indeed it is said that even 
in these times no master dared to harm a slave who 
had taken refuge there. The insurgents carried on 
tnc war for some time, having chosen as their king 
one Salvius, who, like Eunous, had got credit for 
soothsaying. They fought with success, and were 
able more than once to defeat such troops as the 
pnetor could lead or send against them. But they 
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could not get hold of any considerable city; they 
won a battle before Morgantina; but they could not 
get possession of the town. Presently another king 
arose in the western part of the island about Libytxcum 
and Segesta. This was a Cilician named Athenidn, 
who also laid claim to mysterious powers, but who 
was withal a good soldier, having most likely been a 
pirate like Klein. Just as in the ease of liunous and 
Kledn, men thought that the two would turn against 
one another ; but Athfinidn, like Klcdn, submitted to 
Salvius as king, and acted as his general. Salvius 
now called himself Tryphdn, after the Syrian king 
of that name. He assumed all kingly state, and 
fixed his capital and cobrt in the small but strong 
town of Triocala, that is most likely either the modem 
Caltabcllotta, or some point in the hills near it. Like 
Ducetius, he chose the Palici to his special protectors. 
Not only slaves but many poor freemen joined him, 
and they met Roman armies in the field. The pra:tor 
Lucius Licinius Lucullus, father of the Lucullus who 
was famous in Asia, defeated them in battle; but he 
could not or would not take Triocala. His successor 
Quintus Serviliusdid as little. At last the revolt grew 
so serious that the Senate was driven to treat it as a 
foreign war, and the consul Gaius Aquillius was sent 
with his full army. Tryphdn was now dead, and 
AthSnidn was king. Athenion was killed in battle 
with the consul; the revolt was now thoroughly put 
down. Many of the slaves were taken to Rome to 
fight with wild beasts ; but they escaped this fate by 
slaying one another. 
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The slave-wars are by far the most striking events 
in Sicily while it was a Roman province. They arc 
real pieces of Sicilian history, such as it is. We have 
now little to tell, save the way in which Sicily, as a 
subject land of Rome, was passively touched by the 
revolutions of the ruling city, and how much it suffered 
at the hands of its Roman governors. Thus in bc 82, 
in the civil war of Marius and Sulla, some of the chief 
partisans of Marius sought refuge in Sicily, and were 
followed thither and overcome by the famous Gntcus 
Pompeius. But it concerns us more when we read 
how one Sthenios, a chief man of Therma, who had 
done great things for his own city and was honoured 
throughout all Sicily, was charged before Pompeius 
on account of his friendship for Marius, but was let 
go. This comes from our chief source of knowledge 
of Sicilian matters a little later, namely the great 
pleading of Cicero against the prxtor Gaius Verres, 
when lie was accused for his oppressions in Sicily. 
Cicero had himself been quxstor in Sicily, and he 
knew the land well, and we learn a great deal as to 
its state from his speeches in this famous cause. 

Cicero seems to take for granted that there must 
always be some oppression in a provincial administra¬ 
tion. Only the Sicilians, he says, were such good 
quiet people that they did not complain unless 
oppression got much worse than usual. This is most 
likely quite true. The system was bad, specially 
the farming of the tithe to speculators. The pnetor 
himself might mean to be just, but he could hardly 
ever keep all his agents in order. But there was a 
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great difference between one Roman officer and 
another. Thus Sicily suffered a good deal from 
Marcus Antonius, father of a more famous man of 
the same name. He was not prator in Sicily; but 
having the command at sea, he was able to plunder 
various provinces, Sicily among them. But the 
prxtor at this time (n.C. 74),Gaius Licinius Saccrdos, 
is spoken of as a man of blameless character, against 
whom no charge of oppression could be brought. 
Then, in 73, came the worst of all the men whom 
Rome sent to rule her provinces, Gaius Vcrrcs—his 
nomen is not known for certain. By ill luck he stayed 
in the island three years. He heeded no law, Roman 
or local ; he cared nothing for the privileges of the 
towns or for the rights of particular men. He 
plundered everywhere; he practised every kind of 
extortion in collecting the tithe, and in buying the 
public com which was needed to be sent to Rome. 
He committed every kind of excess; he imprisoned 
and slew men wrongfully. And his hand fell on 
others besides the provincials; for the crime on which 
Cicero lays most stress, as the crown of all wickedness, 
was one that was absolutely unheard of before, the 
crucifixion of a Roman citizen. There is reason to 
think that the extortions of Vcrrcs really tended to 
the lasting impoverishment of the island. But the 
most striking thing at the time was his plunder 0. 
the choicest and most sacred works of art. He pro¬ 
fessed to be a man of taste, and in that character he 
robbed cities, temples, and private men. And all 
this while he neglected the common defence of the 
province, and let pirates sail freely into S.c.I.an 
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havens. It throws much light on the corrupt state 
of things at Rome that such a man as this found 
many supporters among the chief Romans. Every 
difficuity was put in the way of the Sicilians and 
their advocate Cicero. In the end they succeeded. 
The ease was so clear that, before sentence was given, 
indeed before Cicero had finished his pleadings, Verres 
went into exile at Massilia. This a Roman could 
always do, and he thus escaped further punishment. 
In the days of the proscription he was put to death 
by the younger and more famous Marcus Antonius, 
for the sake of some of his stolen treasures which he 
had not given back. 

During the civil wars of Rome Sicily becomes at 
one stage of special importance. In the civil war 
of Cffisar and Pompeius Sicily played no great part; 
still it marks the position of the island that when, 
in B.c. 47 , the Dictator Cresar crossed to his war 
in Africa, it was from Lilybxum that he set out. 
Men said that his death in B.c. 44 was foretold, 
among other signs and wonders, by an eruption of 
/Etna, and soon after his death Sicily became for a 
while the great centre of strife. Sextus Pompeius, 
the younger son of the great Gnaus, had kept on a 
desultory warfare in Spain since the death of his 
father in B.C. 48. After the death of the Dictator, 
his adopted son Gaius Octavius, now known as the 
younger Cxsar and afterwards as Augustus, was for 
a moment the professed friend of the republican party 
against Marcus Antonius. Then Sextus, who was 
strong at sea, was acknowledged as commander of all 
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the naval forces of the commonwealth. Presently 
Cxsar changed sides, and formed his triumvirate 
with Antonius and Lepidus. In the general slaughter 
of their enemies that followed, Sextus was set down 
among the proscribed, though he had no hand in the 
death of the Dictator. His fleet became the refuge 
of such of the proscribed as could escape; he was 
joined by discontented men of all kinds, largely by 
pirates and runaway slaves. With this force lie was 
able to occupy, first Myke and Tyndaris, then 
Messana, then Syracuse the provincial capital, and 
the whole island (B.G 43'- Sicil y thus t* 03 ™® f or 
seven years the scat of a separate power, at war with 
the powers of Italy and the rest of the Roman 
dominion. Not that Sextus had any thought of 
founding a distinct Sicilian dominion of any kind. 
The position of the island enabled a Roman party- 
leader who was strong at sea to hold Sicily for his 
own purposes against other Roman party-leaders. 

Writers in the interest of Ciesar. as all our authori¬ 
ties are more or less, make a point of speaking of the 
war with Sextus Pompeius as a servile war, like those 
revolts of the slaves which we spoke of a little time 
back. But it is certain that many Romans, some of 
high rank, joined him. He showed no remarkable 
ability himself, but he was well served by several 
freedmen with Greek names, who made excellent 
commanders by sea. One suspects that they had 
been Cilician pirates. By their help lie kept the 
dominion of Sicily in the teeth of many attacks for 
the space of seven years. He added Sardinia and 
Corsica to his dominions, and kept up a plundering 
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warfare along the Italian coasts. But he seems to 
have been incapable of any great enterprise, and he 
did little personally beyond keeping on the defensive 
in his head-quarters at Messana. But the loss of 
corn from Sicily brought Rome near to famine. On 
the other hand, the Sicilians must have lost the market 
for their corn. We hear next to nothing of the in¬ 
ternal state of Sicily during the occupation of Sex¬ 
tus ; but shortly afterwards the island is described in 
a general way as having lost much of its prosperity 
during his time. His aims seem to have been wholly 
personal; as to the particular crimes laid to his 
charge, we must remember that we have only the 
statements of his enemies. Thus he is charged with 
the murder of several Roman officers who had come 
under his suspicion ; but the evidence is not very clear. 

The first attempt against Sextus was made by the 
younger Ctesar in B.c. 42. But the officer sent against 
him, Quintus Salvidicnus Rufus, was altogether 
defeated at sea. Sextus then gave himself great airs, 
and called himself the son of Neptune or Poseiddn. 
But he failed to take any advantage of the other wars 
in which Caesar was engaged, first along with Marcus 
Antonius against Brutus and Cassius at Philippi, and 
then against Lucius Antonius at l’crusia. For a 
moment, in KG 40, Sextus made an agreement with 
Marcus Antonius, but Antonius and Cxsar were soon 
again joined together against him. Now it was that 
his valiant freedman Minas won for him the other 
great islands ; but he was more valiant than faithful, 
and he was already beginning to have dealings with 
Ctesar. The people of Rome were now feeling the 
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stress of hunger, and they clamoured loudly for peace 
with Sextus. They showed their zeal in an odd way, 
by paying special devotion to the image of Neptune, 
when it was carried round at the games among the 
other gods. Carsar and Antonius were driven to make 
peace with Sextus. In the year 39 the three met at 
Misenum on the coast of Campania. The two 
triumvirs entertained Sextus on land, and he enter¬ 
tained them on board his ship. And the story went 
that Mfinas proposed to his master to sail off with 
Ctesar and Antonius on board, and so make himself 
master of the whole Roman world. And Sextus is 
said to have answered: “You should have done it 
without asking me; Menas may do such things; 
Pompeius cannot" By the terms of peace, Sextus 
was to keep his three islands and to receive the 
province of Achaia from Antonius. This was the 
way in which the Roman leaders parted out the world 
among them. The followers of Sextus were allowed 
to return to Rome and receive again their rights and 
properties, save that the proscribed were to receive 
only a part. Magistracies and priesthoods were to be 
given to the friends of Sextus ; his father-in-law Libo 
was to be consul the next year along with Antonius, 
and Sextus himself the year after along with Ca-sar. 
And Sextus’ little daughter Pompeia was to be 
married to Marccllus the little son of Octavia, sister 
of Casar and now wife of Antonius. 

The peace was received with universal delight, and 
many of Sextus’ friends went back to Rome. But 
nothing more really came of it. Each side of course 
laid the blame of the breach on the other. Antonius 
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failed to make over Achaia to Sextus, and Sextus’ 
plundering warfare began again. Presently Mdnas 
changed sides and went over to Cresar, taking the 
islands of Sardinia and Corsica with him. Sextus 
thus remained master of Sicily only. 

There now begins a second War for Sicily, like the 
war to which that name properly belongs, except 
that it was not waged by two hostile commonwealths 
but by two Roman party-leaders. It was a war 
between Catsar and Sextus. Ctesar could not as yet 
persuade the other triumvirs to take any part in it 
And the war was unpopular at Rome, where the 
people wanted corn and therefore peace. Still Caesar 
had, both now and in his later war with Antonius, a 
great advantage from his possession of Rome and 
Italy. Sextus too never took advantage of any success 
that he gained. He defended Sicily ; elsewhere he 
did nothing but plunder. Presently Carsar planned 
a great attack on Sicily by land and sea. He was 
himself in southern Italy when the two fleets met off 
Cuma: (38). The battle was chiefly notable for the 
meeting in arms of the two freedmen, Menas, who 
had now a command under Caesar, and Mcnckratfis, 
who led the fleet of Sextus. Their two ships met 
and fought fiercely. Mcnckratds was killed ; Menas 
was disabled by a wound. The Pompeians had 
greatly the advantage in the battle; but DCmocharfs, 
another freedman who took the command, and all 
under him, were too disheartened by the loss of 
Mcnekratis to improve their advantage as they might 
have done. 
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What they failed to do, the powers of nature, the 
power, Sextus would say, of his adopted father, did 
for them. Crear was coming by sea from Tarentum 
to join his forces on the west side of Italy; Sextus 
was waiting for him at Messana. Sextus dashed out 
on the Caesarian fleet; a fight followed in the strait, 
in which Crear was utterly defeated and escaped with 
difficulty to land. The next day a storm arose and 
broke in pieces the ships that had escaped in the 
battle. The division of Menas alone was able to 
find safety, through his knowledge of the coast. And 
he did Crear some service by cutting off a voyage 
of Dfimochar£s to Africa. Presently he changed sides 
again, and went back to his former master. Al¬ 
together Crear’s power was so much weakened that 
lie put off all attacks on Sextus and Sicily for more 
than a year. (B.C. 38-36.) 

Meanwhile Osar had dealings with the other 
triumvirs. Antonius gave him 130 ships for Sicilian 
warfare in exchange for legionaries to help in his 
Eastern campaigns. He persuaded Lepidus to 
invade Sicily from the West. Thus Italy and Africa 
joined together against Sicily. Above all, Crear 
caused his able lieutenant Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa 
to make ail things ready for a great naval expedition. 
At last, on July 1, n.C. 36—the month was now dedi¬ 
cated to the Dictator as Divus Julius—the great fleet 
set forth. The Antonian ships were to come from 
Tarentum to meet it. A great storm arose; Statilius 
Taurus, who commanded the Antonian ships, put 
back to Tarentum ; Lepidus contrived to land in 
Sicily and laid siege to LilybiCtim ; but Crear's own 
23 
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fleet, though he had carefully sacrificed to Neptune 
and the Sea, was so damaged by the storm as to cause 
thirty days' delay. Sextus now gave himself out more 
than ever as the son of Neptune, while Cesar forbade 
the image of that god to be carried at the games, 
and said that he would conquer Sicily in spite of him. 

Public feeling at Rome was again turning towards 
Sextus; again men wanted Sicilian corn. Cxsar would 
gladly have put off any more fighting till next year. 
He therefore set busily to work to repair his losses, 
while Sextus, as usual, did nothing to push his ad¬ 
vantages. It was ominous that Minas changed sides 
yet again, and went back to Cxsar. Cxsar now 
formed his plans. The main fleet under Agrippa was 
to attack northern Sicily; the Antonian ships at 
Tarentum were to join Cxsar in the strait and attack 
Tauromcnium. Lepidus meanwhile was in western 
Sicily; but Dfimocharis and the other Pompeian 
commanders cut off by land and sea the help that was 
coming to him from Africa. Me came back to 
eastern Sicily in time to meet Agrippa in a sea-fight 
off the peninsula of Mylx, in which the Caesarians 
had the better. Sextus then hastened to Messana, 
where he heard that Ciesar was at Tauromcnium. He 
had crossed from Italy with part of his forces, and 
Sextus was upon him by land and sea before he could 
send for the rest Caesar was again defeated at sea, 
and escaped to Italy with great difficulty. His land 
force, under Cornificius, made a march of several days 
through the inland countiy, which reminds us of the 
retreat of the Athenians from Syracuse. They had 
much difficulty in crossing the lava-covered country 
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under JEtna, and they were constantly beset by the 
Pompeian horsemen and darters. At last they were 
met by another force sent by Agrippa to meet them, 
and they came safely to the north coast. 

The war was ended, as far as Sextus was con¬ 
cerned, by another sea-fight Agrippa won a more 
decisive victory over the Pompeian fleet off Nau- 
lochus, a point between Mylm and Cape Peloris. 
Sextus, who had looked on at the battle from the 
shore, forsook Sicily and sailed with a few ships for 
Asia. There, after many adventures which do not 
concern us, he was killed the next year (B.C. 35). 
Meanwhile both Lepidus and the Pompeian Plennius 
had come from the West. Plennius still held Messana 
for Sextus, and was besieged by Agrippa and 
Lepidus. The forces of Plennius and Lepidus 
presently joined together and sacked the town. 
Lepidus was aiming to make himself master of 
Sicily instead of Sextus. Rut, when Cxsar came, 
both armies forsook their generals and entered his 
service (n.C 36). Seven years after its first occupation 
by Sextus, Sicily passed under the dominion of Casar. 

The later war between Cxsar and Antonius docs 
not concern us. Cxsar was now master of all the 
West, of Sicily among the rest He laid a heavy 
imposition on the island, 1,600 talents, and on his 
return to Rome, he celebrated an ovation for his 
Sicilian conquest. Sicily now came back to its former 
state as a province of Rome. But it had suffered 
much, and was greatly impoverished, during the war 
of Sextus. After all the civil wars were over, Cxsar, 
now Augustus and master of the whole Roman world, 
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began to look to the state of the lands which had 
practically become his dominions, and, among other 
tilings, lie tried to do something for the advantage of 
Sicily. This lie did by planting Roman colonics in 
several of the towns, specially at Syracuse in li.c. 21. 
Of this last large traces remain. The Roman town 
seems to have been wholly on the low ground. It 
took in the Island, and the lower part of Achradina, 
and an extended Neaf>olis, between the theatre and 
the Great Harbour. Here we see the remains of 
several Roman buildings, specially of the amphi¬ 
theatre ; for Roman colonists, in Sicily or anywhere 
else, could not do without the bloody shows to which 
they were used at Rome. Other colonies were planted 
at Tauromcnium, Catina, Therma, and Tyndaris, and 
large remains of Roman buildings arc to be seen in 
modern Catania and among the ruins of Tyndaris. 
Messana, the Mamcrtinc city, got the Roman franchise, 
and remained a nourishing town. The lower franchise 
of Latium was granted to Nctum, Centuripa, and 
Segesta. We may remark that by these changes 
Messana, Nctum, and Tauromcnium lost their position 
as free cities, and became, on different conditions, 
immediate parts of the Roman dominion. Messana, 
as getting the full Roman franchise, doubtless gained 
by this. But Strabo, who wrote in the time of 
Augustus, describes most of the old towns as having 
gone to utter decay, and he speaks of the country 
generally as in a wretched state. 

Sicily thus remained a province of the Roman 
Empire till the Empire began to lose its provinces. 
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As one of the peaceful provinces, not lying on any 
dangerous frontier, it was one of those which Augustus 
professed to put under the rule of the Senate and 
People, while he kept the more exposed lands in his 
own hands. For several ages there is but little to 
record. A province hardly has a history of its own, 
and the position of Sicily hindered it from being the 
scene of any of the great events in the general history 
of the Empire. We come across occasional notices of 
Sicilian towns, as we do of the other towns of the 
Empire; we hear for instance of this or that temple 
being decayed, and perhaps restored by the reigning 
Emperor. And one at least of the early Emperors, 
Hadrian, who visited all parts of his dominions, did 
not fail to visit Sicily also (a.d. 126), and to study the 
wonders of A£tna. And one or two striking events 
happened, which sometimes recall past times and 
sometimes foreshadow times that were to come. 
There can be no doubt that Sicily lost a great deal 
by the Roman conquest of Egypt, after which it ceased 
to be the chief cornfield of the Roman people. We 
may therefore doubt whether a third revolt of slaves 
or robbers, of which we hear in the days of Gallicnus 
(a.d. 260-268) was owing to the same causes as the 
two older and more famous Slave-Wars. Anyhow such 
an event reminds us of former days, while the next 
that we have to speak of is an isolated forerunner of 
what was presently to come. Whatever Sicily had 
to bear at the hands of Roman masters, she was at 
least spared the sight of a foreign enemy for several 
centuries. At last, in the days of the Em|>cror Probus 
(276-282), a sudden blow fell. Sicily was again 
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attacked by barbarian invaders. A body of Franks 

_some say Vandals—who had submitted to the 

Emperor and had been transplanted by him to new 
lands by the Euxinc, rose in revolt, got possession of 
ships, and laid waste various parts of Greece, Asia, 
and Africa. They were driven back from Carthage ; 
but they crossed to Sicily; they seized and sacked 
Syracuse, and wrought a great massacre of its in¬ 
habitants. They then made their way into the Ocean, 
and sailed safely back to their own land, the Francia 
of those days, on the borders of Northern Germany 
and Northern Gaul. 

These new enemies of Sicily were mere ravage^ 
not conquerors. Hut their coming marks an epoch. 
It was the first appearance of men of Teutonic stock 
in Sicily or indeed in the Mediterranean waters. The 
days of Teutonic dominion were not yet; but such an 
isolated event as this was a forerunner of their coming. 
Meanwhile another of the great elements of the later 
life of Europe was making its way in Sicily, as in 
other parts of the Empire. Christianity was preached 
in Sicily in very early times. The Acts of the 
Apostles record a three days'stay of the Apostle Paul 
at Syracuse. But local legend gathers rather round 
Saint Peter, who is made to send his disciples from 
Antioch. Saint Paul, legend tells us, found a bishop, 
Marcian by name, already at Syracuse, and preached 
in his church. The story has its local habitation in 
the undoubtedly very ancient church of Saint Marcian 
in lower Achradina. Another disciple of Saint Pctci 
was Pancratius of Tauromcnium, whose church, made 
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out of a small temple, still remains outside the wall 
of his own city. Like many other saints, he has 
conflicts with evil powers, in his ease the idols Lyson 
and Phalkon, in which last we arc tempted to see a 
survival of the old Sikcl Palici. Saint Peter is also 
said to have come to Sicily in person, and a round 
building of Roman date at Catania is shown as a 
church which he consecrated to Our Lady while she 
was still upon earth. Some other legends arc yet 
wilder. The old Sikel .town of Agyrium took its 
later name of Sail Filippo cTArgiro from a Philip who 
is sometimes made a disciple of Saint Peter and 
sometimes placed in the reign of the Emperor Arca- 
dius (395-40S). In his story we first hear of /Etna as 
an abode of evil beings. Saint Kalogcros, who is 
plainly an impersonation of Eastern monasticism, is 
also made into a disciple of Saint Peter. He gives 
himself to the discovery of healing springs and 
vapours, and his memory lives on two hills on the . 
two sides of Sicily, by the Himeraan and the 
Sclinuntine Thtrma, now Termini and Sciacca. 

The virgin saints of Sicily arc also many and 
famous. Two especially have had a great name out 
of the island. Saint Agatha of Catania has in some 
sort taken the place of the Pious Brethren. After 
her martyrdom under the Emperor Dccius (249-25 0 . 
her veil, preserved as relic, stops an eruption of 
/Etna. Saint Lucy of Syracuse, first of several of 
the name, is martyred under Diocletian (305), whose 
character is misconceived in the usual way. This 
Lucy, one of the virgin patronesses of the island, 
must be distinguished from a matron Lucy, who in 
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the story appears as a personal victim of Diocletian 
at Rome That is, the legend forgot that Diocletian’s 
seat of rule was at Nikomedcia. Presently, under 
Constantine, came the peace of the Church. By that 
time we may safely say that the older bishoprics of 
Sicily, those which claim an apostolic origin, those of 
Syracuse, Panormus, Catina, Messana, Agrigentum, 
and Tauromcnium, were all in being. We hear of 
Sicilian bishops attending at councils, and of the 
island being troubled, like the rest of the West, with 
the Pelagian heresy. In short, the early ecclesiastical 
history of Sicily is much like that of any other part 
of Western Christendom. It was later events which 
gave it, like its temporal history, a character of its own. 

Sicily, it is well again to remember, was the first 
Roman province, the first land out of Italy possessed 
by the Roman People. Its position was that of a 
subject land; its inhabitants were not Romans, 
except such Romans as settled in the island as 
colonists or otherwise, and except any natives who 
were personally admitted to the Roman franchise. 
After a while the distinction of Romans and pro¬ 
vincials was taken away through the Empire by the 
edict of the Emperor Antoninus, commonly called 
Caracalla (211-217). By that edict all the free in¬ 
habitants of the Empire were admitted to the name 
and rights of Romans. Under the practical despotism 
of the Emperors those rights were not worth very much 
and it may be doubted whether the provincials found 
any immediate practical gain in becoming Romans. 
But the change had its effect nevertheless ; the people 
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of Sicily or of any other province became proud of the 
Roman name as opposed to the barbarians outside the 
Empire. A kind of artificial Roman nation was formed, 
at all events in the West, and no Roman anywhere 
willingly submitted to a barbarian ruler. Now that 
one land was no more subject than another, the word 
province lost its old sense of a subject land, and simply 
meant an administrative division of the Empire, whether 
in Italy or elsewhere. When the Empire was mapped 
out into such divisions by Constantine, Sicily and 
Italy were drawn closer together: the province of 
Sicily became part of the diocese of Italy—a formula 
which must not be confounded with the ecclesiastical 
use of the word. It was governed by a consular under 
the superior authority of the pratorian prcefcct at 
Rome. In the beginning of the fifth century the 
central island of the Mediterranean began to share 
in the revolutions which had long touched those 
provinces of the Empire which had exposed inland 
frontiers. The Teutonic invaders of the Roman 
dominions, long known in north-eastern Gaul and in 
the South-eastern lands, began to touch Sicily and 
other Mediterranean lands in a more lasting way than 
the momentary landing of the Franks in the third 
century. And we again, as of old, mark the central 
position of the island. It can be attacked either from 
Italy or from Africa, and conquerors or deliverers can 
come from the lands cast of the Ionian sea. The 
first invasion was threatened from Italy; but it was 
only a threat. This was from the West-Gothic king 
Alaric, who, after his taking of Rome in 4 K>, designed 
an invasion of both Sicily and Africa, and died just 
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as he was on the point of attempting it. The West- 
Goth was thus hindered from becoming the first 
Teutonic master of Sicily. The next enemy was 
the Vandal king Gaiscric, who in 429 established 
a Teutonic kingdom in Africa. lie made Carthage 
his capital, and, as soon as that city was once more 
the scat of an independent power, it sprang again to 
something like its old position in its Phoenician days. 
The Vandal king became the great naval power of 
the Western Mediterranean; he conquered and 
plundered almost at pleasure. He invaded Italy 
many times; he sacked Rome itself; he made him¬ 
self master of Sardinia and Corsica and the Balearic 
islands. He invaded and plundered Sicily many 
times ; he took and destroyed several towns, and he 
seems in the end to have established his dominion 
over the whole island. Besides being, in the speech of 
the time, barbarians, the Vandals, though Christians, 
were deemed heretics in religion, having like all the 
Teutonic nations except the Franks, first learned 
Christianity in its Arian form. 

Towards the end of his days (477) Gaiscric gave up 
the possession of Sicily to Odowakar on payment of 
a tribute. Odowakar was a leader of mercenaries 
who had become master of Italy when the first 
succession of Emperors in the West came to an end 
There was now only one Emperor, he who reigned 
at Constantinople, and Odowakar, practically an 
independent prince, was held to be his lieutenant 
with the title of patrician. Sicily thus, without being 
formally separated from the Roman Empire, really 
passed under the rule of Teutonic masters. The 
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same was the ease when Odowakar was displaced by 
the great East Gothic king Theodoric (493). Sicily, 
as well as Italy, passed under his rule. Theodoric 
looked carefully after all his dominions, Sicily among 
the rest, and we have occasional notices of Sicilian 
matters in the documents of his reign collected by 
his minister Cassiodorus. We find from them that 
the people of Sicily were, as we might expect, ill 
disposed towards Gothic rule, and Cassiodorus is 
praised by the King for winning them over to his 
allegiance. We find that com was now sent from 
Sicily into Gaul, and that the church of Milan, as we 
shall presently hear of the church of Rome, held 
lands in Sicily. There arc also some notices ol 
particular places. Thus Syracuse had a Gothic 
count; the amphitheatre of Catina had fallen into 
ruins, and the magistrates and citizens were allowed 
to make use of the stones for the repair of their walls. 
Theodoric gave one of his daughters in marriage to 
the Vandal king Thrasimund, and gave him Lilybamm 
as her dowry. The Vandals thus again got a foothold 
in Sicily. One thinks of the times when, first Pyrrhos 
and then the Romans, had won all Sicily except 
Lilybxum from the Carthaginians. One wonders at 
Theodoric giving up so important a point to the new 
masters of Carthage. But Lilybeeum must have soon 
passed back to the Goths, as it was in their hands 
when we next hear anything about Sicily. 

We have thus seen Sicily, in the changes which 
swept over the Empire in the fifth century, come 
under the power of barbarians, but still of European 
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barbarians, men indeed of Teutonic race. Hut we 
cannot say that the island was wholly separated 
from the Roman Empire, unless perhaps for a 
moment under Gaiscric. Presently, under the 
Emperor Justinian and his great general Bclisarius, 
the Empire began to win back many of the lands 
which it had lost Some were won back only for a 
short time; but Sicily was won back for several 
centuries. The first land to be won back was Africa. 
In the year 533 Bclisarius came to Sicily, a friendly 
land under the dominion of the Goths, and made it his 
starting-point for his expedition against the Vandals. 
We may thus add his name to the long list of those, from 
Agathokles onwards, who invaded Africa from Sicily. 
He did not however set sail either from Syracuse or 
from Lilybaum, but from the harbour of Caucana on 
the south coast. The Romans of Sicily—so we may 
now speak—received the Imperial general gladly. 
But after Africa had been won back for the Empire, 
a special Sicilian dispute arose between the Empire 
and the Gothic masters of the island. Those who 
had overcome the Vandals in Africa claimed also 
their possessions in Sicily, the fortress of Lilybteum 
ceded to Thrasimund as his bride’s dowry. This the 
Goths refused to restore. 

Within two years the question between the Empire 
and the Gothic king Thcodahad came to touch more 
than Lilybxum ; it touched all Sicily and all Italy. 
In the year 535 began the great Gothic war of 
Justinian. And it was in Sicily that it began. The 
consul Bclisarius landed at Catina; Syracuse and the 
towns of Sicily generally submitted willingly. It was 
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only at Panormus, where there was a strong Gothic 
garrison, that the Imperial forces met with any 
resistance It would seem that Panormus had begun 
to shrink up like Syracuse, and that the suburbs 
which had grown up north and south of the two arms 
of the haven were now forsaken, Bclisarius sailed 
into the haven without resistance. The masts of his 
ships were higher than the walls of the inner city ; so 
he was able to bring the garrison to submission by 
showers of arrows from a greater height. He went 
back to Syracuse ; while he was there, the year of his 
consulship came to an end, and he laid down his 
office with the usual ceremonies at Syracuse instead 
of at Constantinople. All Sicily was now won back 
for the Empire, and when Bclisarius went on the next 
year to win back Italy, he left garrisons at Syracuse 
and Panormus only. The Goths never forgot the 
case with which Sicily was lost, and at a later stage 
of the war we find the Gothic king Totila breathing 
vengeance against the Sicilians, both for the loss of 
the island and because Sicilian cornships had come to 
Rome and helped the defenders of the city to hold 
out against his siege of it. In 549-50 Totila invaded 
Sicily; he could not take any of the chief towns, but 
he ravaged the island and left garrisons in four places 
which arc not named. In 551 the Goths were finally 
driven out of the island. 

Thus Sicily again became an undisputed province 
of the Roman Empire. We must remember that the 
scat of the Empire was then at Constantinople, the 
New Rome, even after the Old Rome and all Italy 
was won back by Bclisarius. A large part of Italy, 
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north and south, was presently torn away again from 
the Empire by the Lombards. The theological dis¬ 
putes of the eighth century caused the Emperors to 
lose all practical authority in the Old Rome ; and at 
last in 8 od the Empire was finally parted asunder, 
when the Frank king Charles the Great was chosen 
and crowned Emperor there. But neither Lombards 
nor Franks touched Sicily, nor did they ever occupy 
the whole of Italy. The Eastern Emperors, as we 
may now distinguish them, the Roman Emperors 
at Constantinople, kept Sicily and part of southern 
Italy long after a Western, a Frankish, Emperor 
was chosen at Roma The island was governed by a 
prator or stratigos sent from Constantinople, who 
commonly held the rank of patrician, the highest rank 
which did not imply any association in the Empire, 
and he was often spoken of as Patrician of Sicily. 
This connexion between Sicily and the Eastern, the 
Greek-speaking, parts of the Empire no doubt helped 
largely to strengthen the Greek element in Sicily. 
Bclisarius the Roman consul did in effect repeat the 
work of Timolcfln and Pyrrhos by winning the island 
again for the Greek world. Whatever Latin had 
come in with the Roman colonics gradually died 
out, as it did in the Roman colonies in the East, 
of which the New Rome itself was the greatest. The 
Eastern connexion again was strengthened when, in 
the eighth century, the Bishops of the Old Rome 
opposed the course taken by the Emperor I-co in the 
controversy about images, in return for which he took 
Sicily out of their ecclesiastical jurisdiction and put 
it under that of Constantinople, and confiscated their 
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temporal estates in the island. Everything tended to 
make Sicily, like the rest of the East-Roman Empire, 
once more part of the Greek world. 

It is to the fact just mentioned, that the Bishops 
of Rome as well as those of Ravenna and Milan, 
held large estates in Sicily, that we owe a good deal 
of knowledge of the state of things there during the 
early part of the connexion of the island with 
Constantinople. We learn much from the letters of 
Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) to his officers 
in Sicily. He writes about all matters public and 
private, from an appeal to the Empress Constantina, 
wife of Maurice (582-602) to do something to relieve 
the burthens of tire island, to the smallest matters 
concerning the property of his church. Many letters 
arc written to prators and others in authority, many 
to bishops and other churchmen. As at once Roman 
Patriarch and a great Sicilian landlord, Gregory looked 
after everything. Sicily was then full of churches 
and monasteries; the great majority of the people 
were Catholics, but there were some heretics, a great 
many Jews, and still a few pagans. Gregory has a 
great deal to say about the Jews, many of whom lived 
on the church lands. They were not to be in any 
way oppressed, but those who turned Christians were 
to have their rents lowered. And when the Bishop 
of Panormus took possession of a Jews’ synagogue 
and turned it into a church, Gregory gave judgement 
that the act was a wrongful one, that, as the building 
had been consecrated, it could not be given back to 
the Jews, but that the Bishop must pay them the 
value of it. We find also that Sicilian corn was still 
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sent to Rome; the holding of Sicilian lands by the 
Roman Church would help to keep up the practice. 
Not very long after Gregory’s time we hear a good 
deal of Saint Zosimus, Bishop of Syracuse. He 
first, in 646, turned the great temple of Athene in the 
island into a church as we see it now; and we gather 
from his story that Syracuse had now shrunk up into 
the Island, and that nothing was left on the mainland 
but scattered churches and houses. 

During these ages when Sicily was ruled from Con¬ 
stantinople, the island did not often see its sovereign. 
But in 665 the Emperor Constans the Second, whose 
crimes had offended men at both the New and the 
Old Rome, came to Sicily and dwelled at Syracuse. 
Some have thought that he came with the purpose of 
making Syracuse the head of the Empire. But his op¬ 
pression was great in Sicily also, and in 668 he was 
killed in a bath. O11 his death the Sicilians set up one 
Mezetius-his name is spelled in several ways-as 
Emperor. But the next year Constans’ son Con¬ 
stantine the Fourth (called Pogonatus or the Bearded) 
came to Sicily, overthrew Mczctius.and won back the 
island. This may need some explanation. What 
happened at this time in Sicily had often happened 
before in other parts of the Empire, but never in 
Sicily. Nothing was more common than for an ambi¬ 
tious man, most commonly a successful general, to 
set himself up as Emperor. This happened several 
times in Britain. His object was to seize the whole 
Empire, if he could, but at any rate to seize some 
part of it. If he succeeded in so doing, he went down 
in history as an Emperor; if not, he was called only 
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tyrant. That is to say, the word tyrant had now got a 
meaning which answered exactly, in the changed state 
of things, to its old use in the days of the Greek 0©m- 
momvealths. It means an usurper or pretender, a 
man who sets himself up against lawful authority, 
only now against the authority of a prince and not of 
a commonwealth. 

In the reign of Constantine the Fifth, called 
Copronymus ( 741 - 775 ). we hear a great deal of 
the Bishop Leo of Catina and of the magician 
Heliodfiros, who was said, when condemned to 
death at Constantinople, to have fled through the 
air back to Catina. Legend also makes him the 
artist of the lava elephant which is still to be 
seen there. In the reign of this Emperor, Calabria 
was made part of the theme or province of Sicily. 
In the reign of Constantine the Sixth, in 781, Elpi- 
dius the prartor or stratigos of Sicily set himself up 
as tyrant ; but he was put down and took refuge 
with the Saracens in Africa. The Saracens had 
plundered in Sicily more than once as early as the 
seventh century ; in the ninth century their invasions 
began on a greater scale, and before the end of the 
tenth (827-965) they had complete possession of the 
whole island. 

With their appearance a wholly new period in the 
history of Sicily begins. The island is gradually 
torn away from the Roman Empire, and thereby 
from Europe and from Christendom. It is next, in 
the eleventh century (1060-1090), won back by the 
Normans. In all this we have the old history of 
24 
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Sicily over again. The old struggle between Europe 
and Africa, between Greeks and Semites, is fought 
over again, but it is this time made more keen by the 
religious opposition between Christendom and Islam. 

One Story of Sicily ended with the Roman conquest 
of Syracuse ; another Story of Sicily begins with the 
Saracen conquest of Mawara. The time between is 
the mere record of a province, a land subject to 
distant masters. With the coming of the Saracens 
the island again begins to have a history, and a long 
history, of its own. But that history will be best told 
in another volume. I 
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1'hinlUi, JO 11 liolege* Sy..- 
eo»e, 364 , her •lli»rco with 
Roino, 367, 373, withstand* 


CWAndM, hi* code of loo*. 57, 
65: .lory of hi. death, 6c 
Ckuybdb.uU0f.30 
Chentkraif*. founder of Knrkyra, 
4 * 

CAm, land of iho l’hcrnlciini, 
Christianity preached In Sicily. 
Cicero, hi* speeches against Vcnoi, 
Clic&n^iiiraic* enslaved In Skily, 


Rome, 376-390. 39 S-Ji 7 ;mak<. 

C wllh Rome, 390; cm. 

of Illerfinymoi lo, 306 , 
second Mac* (m, with Rone, 
318 i token by Seipio, 333; 
under GaiwrK, 340 
Cr.ttilnlc, r« Kokypn.b 
Cuiiodorui, l«i* notice* of Sicilian 
matter*, 347 

Castrogiovannl, origin of the 

Catania! plain of, ,7. 18, and iu 
Knlanf 

Catolus. G. I-, his victory off 
Algouia, 3S9, make* term* 
with Ilomilkor. 390 
Caucana, Dcliuuiua uti sail from, 

Centuilpn, CrnlorU, Sikel *ite. 
201 tyrant* *t. 3391 hold by 
AgathokVfs, 338, attacked hy 
him, *50 1 position of, unclor 
Rome. 33a, 340, .ixcl.lly 
favoured a* regard* Inmf, 3*3 
Cephatadlum, Csfalh. Sikel .lie, 
•o; betrayed to I>lony»loo, 18a 1 
taken by AgalhokM*, 350 (join. 
IMixrkratc*. 354 I Ag.lk.kW. 
negotiate* foe, a$$ 

Cethegut, Prattf, JJ 4 . 3*5 
Otfironela, battle of, a»o 
Cfcalkn, metropolis of Naxos, 40, 
41: of Zanktf, 48, It* treat- 
meat by Athena, 119 
Charle* the Great, crowned at 
Rome, 350 


Claud hi* A., Roman prater, 

S Syraciuan negotiations 
, 398, 299, with lire fleet 
at Syracuse, 300, at the urge 

386 

Colonic*, nature of, 10, II 
Conitan* II., Emperor, at Sm- 
cow. 35*; killed. ii. 
Constantino, Empieu, appeal* to 
Gregory the Great cm behalf of 

JEMS IV., Emperor, win. 

back Sicily, 35a 
Constantine V., Emperoe, 353 
CoruUntlne VI., Emperor, U} 
Constant inople. w*t of the Em- 
plre. 3491 it* count lion with 

Corlnt?! iS oolonle* »nd their re¬ 
lation*, 41, 431 mediate* be¬ 
tween Syracow amt Hippo- 
krntf*, 711 Docetlu* wnt to, 
too, Syrncusto eml>a*»y In, 
iso, tfd 1 ernbamy of IHonytlne 

wix?zxr,s\ 

Dionysius the younger wnt to, 
* 30 , *cnd» wttlei* to Syiacuw. 
33j 1 Lcptlnte *ent to, 3341 
Carthaginian »i»il atnt to. 337 
Coen, Sicily the market of, foe 
K T°fJ Gai'l 7 ’ 3 * 4 * 334 - JJ8. 
CCHnctlu* G- lake /1 ^nornso*, 3»3 
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Cormficius, (>., hii retreat before 

CoScm-jsuUc Syracusan settle¬ 
ment in, 98 j claimed by Rome, 
290 ; cold by Carthage, 320 ; 
taken by Sato*, 333. 3341 
confirmed to him at Miwnntn, 
335; joint Gnar, 336; taken 
by (iaWric, 346 

Crete, independent dries in, x«; 
settlers from, at Gela, 49 

Ctisiiinus, T. Q., commands at 
VH-ec of Syracuse, 305. ** i 
pestilence in hU army, 309 

Cumre, battle on, 316, ani let 
Kymf 

Cyprus compared with Sicily, 5 1 
fbtrakfans fa, 22 


Daidalos, Story of, 3a 
Daroarala, wit e of GeMn, 74; 
marries rolyxclos, 83: her tomb 
destroyed by Ilimillflo, 177 
Da mar tea, wife of HadranodSiw, 
297 j pal to death, 299 
Daumista, mother of TitnolcOo, 
217 

Damn, promotes Agathoklds, *35 
Damippos as to his ransom, 306 
Damophiloa, defats Xcnodtkos, 
349 

Daiixiphilos of Henna, hi* treat- 
ment of his slaves, 3*5 l killed 
by them, 326 

Daphnnios, Syracusan general.be- 

Dariilu Kmg of^ersia. 69 ; re- 
crises Skythes of ZankW. JO 
Darius II., his alliance with 
Sporta, 137 

Dcirokratc*. joins llamilkar, 2451 
withstands Agathoklds. 250, 
2J4 i negotiates with him, 255 i 
hfa defat, 256; Acathoklcs’ 
treatment of, it.; slays Rast- 

Ddn^^*? father of Ccl6n, ji 
Deinomcnes, sou of Hietftn, King 
of /Fans, 84.90; driven out of 
/Etna, 9a 


Delphi, designs of Dionysios 00, 
191 

of, * 9 . 35 1 temple of, at Syra¬ 
cuse, 83, 176: temples of Car¬ 
tilage, 82, «SO 1 solemnity of 
caih Iry, 214 j Corinthian ship 
consecrated to, 217 ; Agatlioklc* 
oilers up liis ship* to, 243 
Demetrius the llcsicger, 258 
Dcmochards, in command under 
Sextus, 336, 337 ; cuts oT Lepi- 
dus' reinforcements, 338 
Democracy, origin of, 38; defined 

Dtmas of Athens, 59 
Dt-roost bends, appointed general, 
114, 127; his plan of attack, 
129; counsels retreat, 130; 
sairrenders, 134; put to death, 

Dciappos, commands at Akmgas, 
147 ; suspected of bribery, 149, 
150; commands at Gcla, 151; 
sent back liy Dionysios, 15a 
Dikaiopolis, ire Segestn 
Dlod&ros. his Sicilian history, 8, 
31, 76. 104. > 40 , 156, 3'9 ; hi* 
version of :bc battle of Ilimera, 
80 ; gives the kingly titlo to 
Gelin, 82 

Diokles of Syracuse, his code of 
laws, 138 ; negotiates with 
Hannibal, 143 : marches lock 
to Syracuse, 144; boa failed from 
Syracuse, 146 

Dion. Life «f,by Plutarch and Cce- 
nclius Ncjos, 156,197; favoured 
by Dionysius ihc elder, 200; per¬ 
suades Plato to revisit Syracuse, 
201 ; banished, it. ; treatment of 
his property end wife. it. ; re¬ 
ceives S]>nrtan citirenship, 202; 
hiseipcdition against Dionysios 
live younger, 202 utf. i enters 
Syracuse, 20; ; chosen general, 
205 ; drives out the mercenaries, 
it. ; negotiations of Dionysios 
with, 206 ; Dionysios' letter to, 
207 i charges against, it. 1 
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erastwel* accepfoion of Diooy- 
riot' terras, ao8; deprived of 
hn generalship, 209; retire* to 
Leontinoi, it.; hit return, an, 
ill i hi* treatment of his 
coentk*. a la; reconciled to 
Hcraklcide*. 213s recover* the 
Island, 213 : refoes to destroy 
!oml> of Dionysius, it.; con- 
nives at murder of lleraklckW*, 

siessaafitt 

>6a 

Dionysius the elder, escape* the 
foe of Hcriuohrates, 146; hit 
Speech in the assembly, tjt ; 
chosen general, it.; his conduct 
at Gcla and Lcontinoi, 151, 
1 ja; established as tyrant, 152; 
hi* marriage, it.; emptie* Gela 
and Kamarinn, 153; treatment 
of his wife, it.; rceoicrs his 
power at Syracuse, 1C4 j hi* 
treaty with IliailVOo, it.; great- 
new of ivi* power, 157. 184; 
fortifies Orlygia, 158; ltia Silcel 
wars, 158, tot; icvolt against, 
it.; hi* policy to hi* besiegers. 
159; hi* allianK with Stxtrta, 
160; hi* treatment of Naxos 
and Katitnf. 161 ; extend* the 
Syracusan fortification*. 164: 
found* Hadnruni, it.; hi* war 
with Rhegion and Mesuna, 
165 ; his double marriage, it .; 
hi* preparation* ngainst Car- 
tluge, t 6 e, 175. > 7 *i his speech, 
166; beneges Ery., 16S; aryl 
Soceata and EntcUa, 170. 171 ; 
defeated off Katanf, 175; his cm- 


1S8 i his embassy to Olympia. 
190; hi* tragedies at Albets, 
190 , I 9 S i hi* treatment of men 
of letter*, 190, 191; hi) Hadri- 
otic and Etruscan campaigns, 

191 i fresh war with Carthage, 

192 ; terms of peace, it.; late* 
Krotun, 193 : wall planned by, 
it.; invades WesternSicily, to*: 
his death, IO<; effect of hi. reign. 
195. 197 l h« tomb in Ortypa. 
199. a«3! fo “"•dial, 205 ; 
compared wUh Agathckli *. 234. 
257 

Dkmysio* the ranger, compared 
with hi* father, 198, 199; ac¬ 
knowledged by the assemNy, 
199 i make* peace with Car¬ 
thaginian* and Iranians, it.; 


Ixisaics to Pclopoiiofios, 176; 
call* an assembly, 177 s defeat* 
the Carthaginians, 17S; hi* 
agreement with them. 179; 
Attic decrees in hi* honour, 1 $6, 
1S0, 194 i hit settlements, 181, 
182: his defeat at Tauromeaion, 
183; defeats MagOn, it.; makes 
mace with Carthage, tS 4 ; lakes 
Tauromcnion. it.; bis not* in 
Italy, 1S4-1&9 i takes Klwgiun. 


hi* marriigc, *00; his friendship 
for Plato, 201; hi* treatment of 
Dion, it.; banishes I Ifrakteidf*. 
it. ; hia negotiations with Dito, 
206, 20S; hi* letter to Difin, 
207 1 escapes from Ortygin, fO); 
sends Nypsiot to Syracuse, 2to; 
re-occupics Ortygia, 216; wr- 
rentiers to Timeievn, 220; sent 
to Corinth, it 
Dionysios of Corinth, 224 
Dorian settlements in Sicily, 41. 

46,49 

Dorieus of Sparta, his expedition 
to Weston Sicily, 66; war to 
avenge him, 74 

Doris of DiknS, wife of Diooy- 
sios, 165 

Drcpana. haven of Eryx, 194; 
stronghold of Carthage. 281, 
2S5 1 Roman defeat off, 286; 
taken by Rome, 2S9 
Ducctius, help* to driraout Deirvo- 
menra, 92; union of Kikcls 
under, 98, 99; fond* Men*- 
nuna, 90. 102 ; and l’alica, 99; 
take* /Etna. it .; bis »ar with 
Akragas anti Syracuse, too; 
throws himself on the nwrey of 
the Syracusans it. ; sent to 
Corinth, It. 5 foods Kali Akti. 
tot ; his death, it. 
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362 

Dailiu*. C.. hi. viaoi7 off Mylol, I Enjeilnn. CMqaored 1* IIIppo. 
381 kraut, 68 

Erineos, river, AthonUn hall l.y, 
11 * 

KrymnAn of Altolla, wiiliUaml. 
llnmilkir. 344 

l*ry». looiplo at, 14, 3 J i Thai, 
nldan remain* at. 371 attempted 
foundation of DOrtme on, 6; , 
Athenian envoys at, 113 1 Join* 
Dlonvtkx afinlntt Guthap, 
l&8| taken hy HamllkAn. 171 { 
retaken by Dionnkw, 104; wou 


3S1 

K 

Eatf an«l Weil, then alrifc In 

Key pi, Roman cuimimm of, lt» 
rlfeel M Sicily, J41 
Eknomot, runic comp on, ajp. 

B £e» 

Elephant* lint tned In the \Ve»t, 
1661 uk erf in the I'uele irmlei, 

£A fenit of, it Syracuse. 

ElpMlei, Sicilian tyrant. 353 
Klyminns, hoW ScRctta an.l Kryx, 
13, 30; as to their Trojan Origin, 

EmpcHfa^of Sclinoua, 143 
Emptdoklcs. hit Life by DioccnC. 
iinenkn, 87; lep*' of, 96 i 
refutes tyranny of AVra™. ; 

banitlinient and death. It. 
Empire, Eastern, it* connexion 
with Sicily, 350 

Empire. Roman, Sicily a province 
of. 339. 3«o, 3«4, 349: dixiaion 
of the empue. 350 
Er-gyum, lubanu to TimoloOn, 

224 

Entelln. taken by the Campanians, 
l}91 besieged by Dion,-tint 
1701 taken by him, 194; raved 
by Tlmoloftn, 316 
Rnlchannoe, at HierCn't court, 83 
KpIkytUt, hit mluion to SyraeuK, 
396 1 Intriguea against Rente, 

* 1991 choKnpno.al.a99i 
up the Loom I net, KX)| 
•meads faliehood. about Mat 
eellut. 30a j le-rnteri Syracuse. 
3031 In* answer to the Roman 
en'oyt, JAi pHa Roman parti- 
aant to death, 306 t hoW. Ach- 
ratline, 107 , 3091 *•» tot 
re-lnforecmrats, 109; learn 
Syracuse, it. > hold* Akrago*, 
313 j escape* from It, 316 
EfHpoUl, m Syraeuw 


by Pyrrho*, 369j taken by 
Rome, a861 lower town Kucd 


X 


by Homllkor, 188 i prolonged 
Mtife for, 388-390; prtSon 
matchci out, aoo 

cpOnymcB hero ovetthtown 
Hirakie*. 11 

HierOn’* rictory over, 
8$ ; war of, u-ith Syraeiie. 98; 
help Athcn», 130 , 131; war of 
Dionysiot with, 191 

Euboia, island, independent cities 
in, 14 

Eultoia in Sicily, a Kttlement of 
Chalkis. 46, ll* treatment by 
<Mta, 73 

Etmu’los, the poet, tellies at Syra¬ 
cuse, 59 

Eunou* the *la»c, King of Ifcnnn, 

1 16 1 rail* himself Antlochra, 
c I defeat* the Roman., 3a; , 
hi* death, It. 

Buplridi of Aiben*, Oflfiln of, 

BuuhAmo*, hb fpecch -nt Kama- 

Eutyalna, 9 oemglcd Uy tho All*. 

1(4 1 iBftendurc. 1 10 Marcella*, 

Bnnlata. found. lUmklela. 67; 
hi* tyranny and overthrow at 

I Kutymolun, commander of second 
1 Athenian expedition, ran join. 
! in attack on Eplpolnl, 139! 
. counsels retreat, 130, dies in 
| the Kafight, I 3 « 
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Kothydfmca, Athenian general, 
I a? 1 join* in attack on EiJpo- 
lal, ia 9 


Karo, Capo del, <« Tolftria 

Mltmtri, 18 

KlorUlia, IJJ 
Franks Invade SfcUy, 34 * 


Cadeiia, Cades, 1J 
Gaiscric. King of the Vandal*. IiU I 
African kingdom, 3461 invade* 
Sicilv and Italy, it.; give* 
Sicily up to Odowakar, it. 
Gaitylmof Sparta, ait 
Galaria, held by AcatboklCa, 138 
Grinds, legend c <7 3 1 
Gametai of Syracuse, <91 politi¬ 
cal disputes among, 60; driven 
. oat ol Syracuse, 6i; restored 
by Gelin, 73 

Gaul, com rent to, from Sicily, 

Cauli, their wars with Rome, 
189, 193 j lake service under 
Dionyiie*. 189, 194 
Ganloi, island of, 17 , , 

tiela, foundation of, 49 I 1***“ 
AUragoa. Jl-, wceaa^n to Mak- 
t6rlon from, 671 tyranny ol 
Kleandros, tk t of IllppoVratfa, 

S i 1 of Gelfln, 7 » ,1 

ol neve Kaiuanna, 01 1 
nukca • peace*With Kamarfna. 
109 1 congreaaat, it. 1 peace of. 
HOI Wn.Gylippoa.ll 4 l 
for Up from kyraesuo. 151 I 
siege and forsaking of. IJ 3 * 
tributary to Carthage. 154 I re- 
nettled l>y Tlmolcdu. not 
ntakea term, with AgathoVli, 
1381 taken by AgalhokUa, 
140 j join* Aktaga* aphid him, 
148 ; deatroyed by the Mamet* 
tines, 164 , , , 

Gelas. rivcf, meaning of the name, 
49 


Gelliai of Akragas, his death, 150 
Gclfin, »on of DrinomenJi. hia 
treatment of the soru of Hippo- 
krat/a, 71, 711 becomes tyrant 
of Syracuse, 711 hit dealings 
with oligarchs and commons. 
731 cntaiBM Syracuse, it. 1 
granti elllreuahlp to strangers. 
74 i alllea himself to Thcn'n, 
(A | alleged treaty with Car- 
thage, 7 J1 embassy from 
Greeks of the Isthmus to, 78 1 
hia victory at llimcta, So, St | 
honour* paid to at Syracuse, 
81, 83: III* treaty aith Syra¬ 
cuse, 81 j IiU gifts and ttwplt*. 
831 hi* death. rA; hit tomb 
deatroyed I7 UlmilMo. 177 
CdAn, son of llicrfkt II. 1 hi. 

Girgenli, iff Akrsga* 

Congyic* of Corinra, 114 


Gorgiat of Leentinoi, teacher of 
rhetoric, 94 i hit emlajsy to 
Athens 107 

Goths their rule in Sicily, J 47 ~ 
349 

Goto, iiland of, Uf Cauloa 
Greekt, independent political »y»- 
tem of, 9; national migrationa 
of, 10 i their settlements in 

SfflAitA3SifSi 

ask Coin's help againat Xersea, 

a Silcl attempt against, in 
ly. 981 sham of Sicily In 
tliolr wars, 10$ MM„ 160 
Gregory tho Great, l'o|«o, Sicilian 
notice* in hit ktteta, 3 SI 
' Gylliipoa, sent to Syracuse. 

I tat | collects contingents, 1141 
lid, his proposals’o SI kins. 
1 1151 hit forts ami wall, it. 1 

oreci attack no the Attt, 1*7 I 
f take* PMmmytlen, 118 1 h«as 
1 the roads, 133 t .uke* MU** 
and hia anuy pr boner*. 1 JO 1 
j pleads for Athenian generals. 
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n 

IladranodArf*, uncle of IlicjOny 
■«. m l mpfoiit CfithfjP. 
>01 liopc* to mmmiI Ulcr. 
f-yme-. 

tk | pul to death, *9“ . 
lUataiwn. fatmtalloB of, 3t. t 
I6j, Tlmntojn • victory | 
119; attempted murder "fT lino- 1 

IcAn at, aai I t"V«o »» ««"*• j 

Il”ranua, Slkel fire-god, *9, 34. 

IlilrlU). Emperor, hU vi.ll to 

IiSS&mSm. Rttlemerli of Di- 
onviiof on, 191 

llaOrumetum taken by Agath® 

Habraa,** foundation of, 161 ; 

portion of under Rome, jm 
H ilikyal, Holley*. Stan town, 
10; potilion of. under Rome, 

Ildvkoe, river, 18 i boondanr be- 
t»«n SyrecuK ood Carthage, 

Hamlta? wet of HannAo, in- 

S-J&tt'.t .ffl 
uStelSn. 

mho* aaj-aa; 

I famllku.gyncMaa eenc.li teck 
death, ajy 

Il.milkar, .on of Glrgon, aue- 
ceedi hi. uaraeaaka, «J7 I hi. 
treaty with AgathohW., aj« i 
freah eii edition under. aj9l 
hi. victory at tha lllmenu, 
>40. >411 hi. policy toward, 
the Sicilian., a*i I hh attempt. 

AgalhokU., a«J. >46 
llantilVar Ikuak, lent again* 
Rome. >87 I lake* Heiklf, (t. j 
and lower Eryx, a8S; make 
peace with Rome, 290 


Hanoilah, meaning of name, at 
llamillnl, meaning of name, at 
Hannibal, mi <5 Gideon, Mb 
hatred of (• revue, 141 I I* 1 
riegci and take* Sellnou., 14a s 
take, and doMroya Illmara, 
144 1 hi. aceoiwl Invaalon, 147 l 
hi. iloath, 149 

Hannibal, Cartluiginlnn comma® 
dcr,at the .Icgcof Akneaa, 281 
ll.nnllxil, .on of Hamllkar lk\. 
rak, Syrncuwn emUamy to, 
ao61 .end. envoy, to Syracuic, 
»8 t plead, foe reinforcement, 
in Sicily, joji aeoda help w 
Akragav, 313: hi. war with 
Stipio, 317 i make. peace w.th 
Rome, 318 

Hannibal the Rhodian, at the 
depe of LilyUion. aS6 j hi. ship 
copied l>y Rome, 286. 2S9 
I TannOn, in command again.: Aga- 
thokles, 244 

IlannOn, liold. Akragai, 313: 
his jealousy of Milirvo, 313, 
315; hi. victory and defeat 
at Phintlia, 314 l deprive. Mu- 
linds of hi. command, 3‘S i 
cape, from Akragas, 316 
lUrmooh, wife of Thcmiatoa, 
>98 i put to deutb, 299 , 

Hebrew tongue aame a. Phtral- 
1 eian. at 

HeUoaOtoa the magician. 353 
I leloiit, of Syracuw, hi. .dv.ee to 

18a | hi. death* 1S5 
IlclOrort, outpoM of Syraetiaa, 50 
HelAroa, river, battle of, 70 . 
Henna, Sikel *ltc, aoilM modern 
name, »*. 1 legem) of the go1 - 
deme. at. ij i attacked by Hi- 
oitnlui, .6« 1 betrayed to him. 
ila 1 loin. Aktagn. ngaimt 
Agathoklfi. 2481 taken by 
Carthago and by Rome, a8l i 
mnaiactc at, 305 | revolt of the 

hSkUto ’ fi&fa. founded by 
EuryleAn, 67; deatroyod by the 
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Carthaginian*, 75 l Ui6n Und. 
*1, 303 •, held by Carthage, *>j. 
aw, aj8i delivered by Akra- 

a , ai«ws , »i 

taken by llluillkftn, 305 
lMnklcU, daughter of ItleiU, 

lilted by Dlotyrloe thejonngcr, 
aoi; plots against him, •#. I 
elected admiral »1 Sr'""*'. 
107 1 defeat* rUlinoe, Mil Ida 
Mock on Die.it, ac«) 1 appalnied 
general, **. j aeodi 10 INfo for 
help, an ; DIJet» treatmentof, 
an; reconciled lo him, 1131 
secret minder of, ai« 
Htraklcidfe, Syracnsan general, 
denounced by AgelboUf., J 3 JI 
banished. ft .; seek* Hamilkor‘s 


ion of AgithokUs, 




If inkles, legends rf, 31 


Ilrrbita, at 


w lacked by Wonysloa, 


aSt i taken by Koine. *851 re- 
covered by Hamllkar, 187 
llrtetokralce of Syracuse, Id* 
ii«ecli at Gels, 109. HOI W* 
speech at Syrac-K. 1141 
m Kamaifcta, 1191 
general, U9l driven »«k f ,ow 
Kuryaloa, lai j d.praed, 1*41 
edvlsoa attack on fl««t. ia;i 
hie slralsgcin, IJ*> |don>la for 
mercy to Athenian generals. 
1361 hi. action in Araa. Iff! 
his Unlsl.11.cnt, 1381 hke deal. 
Inn with PWnabaWi *J». 
1451 occupies Sellnoti*, MSI 
his war with Motya end Tanoc- 

warftfTssss 

litanies Dionyuca, 15a 


Herodotus, on SicUlan history, 

J7 1 hie account of CelAn, 76, 
781 of iho battle of Hhurra, 80 
llleron I., senof Detooatenie, 711 
his vktorim commemorated liy 
1'irxlnr, 76,831 his helmet, 76, 

85 1 his dialogue with Simon- 
kU*. 76 i aiceecd. Geld*., 83 1 
his war with ThrrAn, ft. | re¬ 
conciled to him. 84 1 found* 
Alina, it. t aends help to LoV- 
rol ami Kvmc, K4, 8j | hh 
death, 90 ! his tomb at Alina 
destroyed, 93 

1 Heron ll„ stories of his ancestry 
and Urth, 37a 1 chosen general 
at Syracuse, 1*. I mamra IM- 
llui, 373 i his war with lU 
Maincrlines, 373, 377 i his rule 
in Syracuse. a?4, *93. *94 I ''j* 
alliance with Home, *79! P««* 
lion of hi* kingdom under 
Rome, *93 i strengthens ami 
adorns Syracuse, *94! 
law as to tithe, 194. 3** : ho 
death, *95 i slaughter of his 
descendants, Vf) 
llierioyme*. wn of lltcron II., 
kingdom of Syracuw I-j- 
nucotbed to. 295 this character, 

y.TWttsac* 

Hikcta., puts Aristomaki and 
Arete to .lealh, at$; tyrant ol 
Unwind, it. t in league with 
the Ceithoelnbni, aiO. ntt, 
aw, aat Tdefcawd l<y Ti-w 
kvm.aioi besiegesOflygla, 119. 
311 | bis plots against Timo- 
lei.n, tail leafages Katatd, 
aaa 1 escapes to UootloW, »* I 
Mibinlts to TtetoleAn, 3*41 «l 
up again l.y Carthage. a»7 1l**« 
10 rUnth, a*8 

lliketas Syracusan central, •‘th- 
stands UataJet. afta i lyna* «* 
Syrncuae. *631 drfrats lldn- 
tin*. it. ; o.erthrown by Ihol- 
n6n t(x 4 

11,11 towns in Slellr, *0 
llii.cra, founded by -lankW, 501 


INDEX. 


iu hot lath., Ji; haid to TW- 
ita, 78 i haul* of, 79 - 81 , a »7 1 
Nl^Hbr Uhrtn it»TI*f«. 

84 1 Itmlm'i ale. to I ho dll- 
Tent. 871 refute. Athenian at- 
How*. 1171 Join. OvUm**. 
Wl vtotfsooco of larmlhal 
on. 14J, 1441 llocrookraWa »t, 

Illmni. ilvor, >81 l*»l« el, 

* 40 , 1411 propoaad boundary 
Sllfortnyrnca, *97 

HlmUVftn. colleague of Hannibal, 
Iretleae. AVrogM, 147. «S«>I 
•aeriliccs hl» wo, 149 S <*• 
degea Ueb, I S 3 • '“* I'WIT *ilh 
Dionytke, 154 1 !«•«» »d«H*n 
Mono. 170; rwoten WeMern 
Sidlr, 17«: found. Ltlytaion,**. i 
destroy. M«*na, 1731 f«nd, 
Tatirwrtcnkxi, it. ; hi. victory 
of Ratine, 17S i heWege* -Sym- 
«AC, 176 •, plunder* temple, 
1*. 1 and destroy* tomU*, i? 7 ! 
hi* defeat, 179 !. *»»**■ twin* 
with Diooyno*, it. 

Jlimilkon, Carthaginian general, 
hi* expedition to Sicily, 305 ; 
besiege* Marcellas at Syracuse, 
3001 hb rleath, it. 

IlipiMirino*. father of Dion, aco 

Hlpparimw, *on of Diin, »oi ; 
hi* alleged letter to him, 307 i 
welcome* hit father bock, an 

"gra* insist 

ifewtaiyv 

hi* COtWMM*. 68 1 hi* .leollng* 
with ZankM, <0, 70 1 hi. war 
with SvrncuK, 701 refoontl. 
Kamaiina, 711 hi* death, it. | 
(MM* dealing* with hi. k-», 

!&*, of Carthage, hb 
minion to Synonr, *00! 


intrigue* ngniittl Kome, >98. 
*99 i ehojen general, 1991 
itir. np the Leootine*. 300 j 
•pread* fnbehood. about Mar- 


cellar, toi 1 re-enter. Syracuse, 

E i; Join. Illmllkon agaiiM 
itcvlliii, 308; hit death, 309 
llipp&n, tyrant of Meaaa na , aay t 

K 10 death, aaS 
^ inlno, Dionytlra’ treatment 

Holm!”., hit OutUtM SM- 
NtHl, 8 

Ilylda.Sikol goddem, towmcllcd 
after, 33 t temple of, at IbtemA, 
34 

Hytrin live Grenier, m Megan 

Hyldnl* 

Hybla, Galeotk, worship of tho 
god.lcw at, 341 rmiucceaful 
Athenian attack on, 117 
Iiybla Hernia, called after the 
goddeu, 331 death of Hippo- 
fcmte* at, 71 

Hyldon, Slkcl prince, help* Me* 
gariao settlers 47 
Ilykkarx, taken 17 Xikins, 117 
Hypos, river, at Sclinous, 51; at 
Akragas, S3 


Iajtygiant defeat tho Tnrcntinc*, 
n mercenaries under Diooy- 

tioi, 189, 194 

Illyrian., alliance of Dluovtio. 
with, 191 

Incun, mine changed to /Ulna, 
93 | Syracuun pmwn at, 108 

Irucriptioni, Sicilian, mainly 

Mk?Mt ftthfkn...ao 

liokratfo, on the Athenian .lege, 
toi 1 on tho Pence of Antal- 
kldn*. 190 

Inn., bland miiUmonta from 
1’aroa 00, 101 

Italy, warn of Dtonnln* in, 184- 
193; I'unic i 11 ration* of, 191, 
103 ; latcrcoune of, with old 
Greece, 1981 campaign of 
Pyrrhol In, 167, 37 '! deigned 
for hb ion Helena*, 368 ; under 


INDEX. 


ih« GixKi, hj ; of fell- 
mna> In. 349 

J 

Ichohanan, tame a. Hananlah, 21 
)«w. In Sicily, de.llry, of Grcgeey 
Ika Great with, JJI 

fiKaMftsrw 
,u 2 Sa 4 ss,- r - 

K 

Kadmoa of K6». 79 
Kalyparta, river, raardcd by Syr*, 
cuum. 133 

Kali Akt#, propnwri Greek Katie- 
men* *1, 69 s Mltlemen! al by 
Ducctiui, 101 

K.'liovacbo., hi. mention of 

Kal)f£dk 3 &albldijn aetttenent, 
46; conquered by llippokmtfa, 

Kaliinpcn, hia friendship with 
lliftn, 202 i enter. SrracuM, 
204 i Pl«» the death of DiOn, 
214 i Mt rule at Syracuw, 215 | 
turned out, it. ; murder of, 224 
Kamarina, out port of Syractuc, 
jo 1 it. war with Syracnte and 
tlcitruetlon, it .; refomidcd by 

Siftyartfitxi 

pence with Gala, too-, tof*e» 
Atheniannllinnea. ltd. 1201 de¬ 
bate In the auembly, 119: jobs. 

wasaiii 

Carthage. 154 

Kamlkoa, kill liy Daldalo., 31 1 
It. probable .lie, tj 
Xaekinoa, father of Agathoklfa, 
>34 

Kaamcnai, oulpott of Syracuie, 
^o; occupied by the uamttti, 

Kauandrofc King of MaccdOo, ajS 
Katani, Cation. Catania, four-la. 


lo " of, 45 i legend, of the 
bra at, 46, 343; Charonda. 
r-ke. law. lor, 6j | entoeced 

sarc 1 arayi 

to Aina, it., riitnai It. 

SEJBS'.Wffl 

nktn hrwlepiartci. it, 116. 11S. 
ill I camp at, keot, 1191.at 

nr, with Syracuie, 1401 treat- 

i)r»nt or, 2l< | welcome. 
Pyrrho*, 26 y; Roman coRmy 
at, 3401 Saint Peter at. j,j • 

M 8 ; .twin of Iletkduro. at, 

Kaolin-, sirge of, 185-187 
Kephaloa of Corinth, 224 
Kleandrco, tyrant of Gela, 68 
RMn, general under Eurxos, 
..3*. 3»7; hi. death, J27 

MS ** 1 

Kokalos, King of Kamikos, 32 
Koeax, teacher of rhetoric. 94 
Koekyra, colony of Corinth, 41, 
421 mediate, between Syrarwe 
and Hippokral<«, 71 1 a,k. help 
ol Athena, 106 ( aerah coniln- 
gent to Athenian expedition, 
1141 meeting of Athenian «<et 
at, 115 t aenl. help to Syracine, 
118 1 wear to AgalhokWa, 2j8 ; 
dowry of Ida dughter, it. 
Knwoura, i.Und. ty 
Kdinlux, rim. ill Utile of, i»6 
KroiAn, at war uvili Sybaria, to 1 
lend, help to Kaulbnti, t8{ 1 
nuke. Irenty wUh Dkmyaim, 
186 ; taken liy Diony.lt*, 1931 
at war with llu Urutliam, 2JJ 
Kyana, legend of, 36, 43 

Kymf. foundation of, 40, 4 » t 
Millet, from, at Zankli, 48 s 
delivered by llie.br, 8j 


368 


INDEX. 


Kyrcm', 147 


314 ; hb exchange wiih Mar- 


SL! 

t<k 3l6 
brigand., 317 

5233 * 


315; Akr.tgiu let rayed 
; l.i> dealing. with the 


hit plan ear rial out, ill 1 
killed In haul*, 113 


Lamb, liU attempt «l 
la Sicily, 461h» death, 47. . 
Inaaoa, daughter of Aplhokfe, 


.Jf 


in 


SUlly. 

Syrocatc, 


under 


Un«rc 

Home, 311 
Landowner* a! 

(itunoral 
Latin longue, akin to Stkol, U. V 
Uo, lllthop of Carina. M3 
Leo, Emperor, deprivea the Po)<» 
of Janv.Uction In Sicily. uo 
Uentliwi, Lrntlni. plain n?, 17, 
IH i foundation of, 4$ i It* war 
with Mcgara, 631 taken hy 
llippoknl&r, 68 ( peopled from 
Kama and Katanf. 841 lu 
treaty with Athena, 106 j war. 
with Sjraeuae, 107 1 ink* help 
of Athena. 107. na; abaorlwd 
Syaeuac, III 1 Alhenlane 
attempt to rcatore, »*. | Akra- 
ganllne refugee* willed at, 151 [ 
Ulepcnricnt of Syracuse, IJS I 
treatment of, by l>loo)-.loa, 1611 
given to hl» mcreenniie*, 181 1 
revolt* ngninit Dlonnioa the 
younger, *>S t welcome* DiAn, 
no; Hiketa*. tyrant of, ate; 
HlkctAs c*c*pc* to, mi Ti- 
mokAn'* alleenpt on, 114; 
llictfinymo* »lnin at, 197 1 re- 
wit* againat Syracw, 3CO ; 
taken by Marcello*, 301 
Lcpldui, M. <t., invade* Sicily, 
337-3391 hi* deognao. SUlly, 

commandi Dkinyuo.’ 


i 4 k 


fleet. 175, 177; Attic decree* 
in hi* honour, 1S0; hi. treat- 
n*cnt of live Tliourintu, 185 ; 
lannlvcel by Dioayuos, 190; 
hi* death, 191 

Lc^tinfr. tyrant of Engfam and 

LeMlnda, cencral of ApthokUa, 
defeat* Nenulikie, 149, let 
LeptlnO*. father of 1‘hllUtla, 173 
Ixv.kn, tend* help to Syracutv, 

tefeSM’ 

Min. lathee-in-law of Sealua. 33J 
Mlybaloo, it* geographical ,«*.- 

lion, 161 foundation of. aj, 1711 

skm ssrfc 2S! 

as ,.® 

a*91 gariUon mnrchc* out, 
190 ; SciptO at, 3171 Croat «et. 
o«t. far Africa front, 331 j 
lte*legc*l hy LejddtH, 317 j 
marriage portion of Theodorlc'n 
daughter, 347 ; Imperial claim 

Miullolfakropoll* of CeU, 49 
Uparn, 17; Knktlan aatlkment 
on, (41 lllnllkfhi at, 1731 
attacked by AgnlhokK., »sS j 
taken Ity Rome, 183 ; ceded to 
Home hy Carthage, 190 
Llrao*, founded by iMunyaina, 191 
Lokrol, delivered I? llierflet, 84 I 
Throiyhottlo* retire* to, 90; 
it* union with Mmaona, 108; 
refure* peace of GrU, no; 

e re* a wife to lJlooysla*, 16s ; 

enana repeopled from, 181 ; 
land, given to Dlonyrioa, 187, 
189; lJionyflot the younger at, 

Londtord* in Italy. 3J0 
Longa tun, river, tattle near, 173 
Loeanlan*. their treaty with 
Dionyaioa, l8$ j wage war on 
Tarcntine*, 131 

Lncullus, L. L., defeat* TryphOn, 
3»9 
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Lykhkoa of Ailolb, 946 
Lyundro., Spartan envoy 10 
Syrnanc, 160 

Ly.I«. Attic orator, 156; hi. 
cm Liny lo Dionydo., 181 ; hb 


M 

Maecaluba, mod volo.no o I, 11 
Macrubiuv, on the l"allri, *9 
Martin, defeated liy Dianydo., 
till hUdoaih, 109 
Mngim, comet 10 help of 1 Ukcena, 
ail i kill. Kimtelf, an 
Maintm, of Scgo.ta, mUI in have 

tsiArssbiX 

mS& , tocetaiai fiom Gela, 

Malla, M Mclila 
Mamore... of Kninikf Join. Tirno- 
lefln, mo 

Mamrtline* nl Meumu, l6l 1 
ik^roy Otll, M^l wlihMand 

1‘ynhna, 967. .71 1 our. of 
IIIciGn II. with. 973. nji 
alliance of Syraeme and &• 

lhago ngalnvi, 973. * 771 *cl« 
help Irom Konve, 177 
Mamereu., tyn.nl of Kainiw. #»k. 
Iwlp Irom Carthage, 997 1 lib 
death, 998 

Mandarin, I aide of, Jll 
Marcello., M. C ..*99 1 mgMlMc. 
atihSyrncuae. 300 nnko. Leon, 
liooi, 101 | hi. Irealmenl of die 
dvMtlcr., Ik ) fatahooddbout, 

/I .; bcalegc. SyncuK, 303-7 i 
lake. Ihc outer city, 307 I con- 
limit, the lictc, 308) Syracutan 1 
nf*otl«tlon.wilh,3IO> hi. treat- j 
meni of Syraeute, 311 i ofenhet . 
Ski linn town., 3IJ1 hi. viclory | 
over Ifannf!n, 314; hi. otalion, . 
(k ; re-eleetcd mwl, fk j | 
Sicilbn feeling .pinil, 31c 1 1 
hit exchange with Lvvinus Ik ; 
l»lron of Syrncute, *. 

31 25 


I Marceilua, If. C„ betrothed to 
1 Pooipeia, 335 
Mariuv, C, Ira war with Sulla, 330 
Mnrmlo, ut lilyhaion 
j Mauill., Veire. in e.ile it. 331 
' M.urot, river, Selinunlint out- 
peat on, 51, 149 

McpkU*. brother of Di6o, enter. 
SyracuK, 904 j elceted general, 

Mega III., hn trcatmcel of the 
; killeel w them, 396 
Mcffltr., Old, It. col taut in Sicily, 
46 «H 1 trial and execution of 
Thmtytlaira at, 89; Hmpcdo. 
kU.la.rlcd at. </> 

Megan., IlyldaU, fcnialatlon of. 
33, «K | iiein^toli. of Sellooun, 
311 ii. war with l-eontlooi, 63 1 
It. trroiment lr/ Oeluo. 7j 
Moll!., Idand of, 17: nr* by 


Mellon, hfi relation lo IKnklfs 
XI 

Mennotmt, temple of the I'alkl 
near, 34 1 funded hy Dueetim, 

W. 10* 

Mcnindrro, Athcrlm general, 

1 97 1 Wn. In attack 00 Kplnolal, 
1*9 

Mims frevdman of Solus 334 I 

Cunw. Ik | ivlnrn. lo Se.lu., 
337 1 ennngc. mIc. nenin, 338 1 
Mcmknlfa, killed off Cimav, 336 
Mercenaries Sikellul, decree a. lo 
ihrlr tcilieenent, 911 «# >\!n 
C.mynnian. 

Merieua, Utrty. SjvaaiH' lo Mar. 

evil**, 3101 hi. reward., 3 '* 
Mcitan*, UmM, Menlna, name 
of Zankle changed lo. 9 * i 
•hifing |H>liiic., 10S; nllnckv 
Nix*, Ik t it. union with 
Lokroi, Ik : refute. Athenian 
alliance, 116; itvlepenilenl of 
Syrncuie, J 5 S t Jeetl. Sjra- 
cwsnn revolt agiin.1 Uiony* 
»k)S i$8i make* peace will. 
Dfeayito, 1651 ikvtrojwl by 
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IXDBX. 


HimliWn - %i snsw; I 


DlonjKoi, 
to death. **S ( war of. with 
Agathokles »J J i refuge of 
Syiacuun exiles 3 «S i attacked 
liy Agilhoklra, it, i lUHm 
al. I>y mercenaries /Cl ; called 
CMut Ah «'/«**. i6j, 3*1; 
Carthaginian carrUon in, ayy! 
it. alliance wuli Kumc, 


alliance with Kumc, 3* i i 

JSSZSnSIBi&Z 


J7i gctilall I 

fiartchUc, uo; liiihupeic of,. 


Tarcnlincs 8$. J)i 
MmonU, uiilria fo¬ 
ol, 181, 181 
Metellm. I. C., defend. IW 


it. i receive* Kcmun ciii.cn»hij>. 

Mylnl.ktid to he site of Ttr/mW, 
30 i ontjnu of Zankle, 48, 50 t 
attacked by Athens, 108; icucd 

S Rhrghm. 18*; won lack ly 
nna, it ,; Roman victory 
off. 2S1 i occupied by Sextus 




X 


in Sicily. 


Nauloehus *»%hl <*l, Jj9 
Naim, bland, give it* name In 
Sicilian Kuo, 41 
No 


.VurtftUt, relation. uf, hi iIk . 
colony, 10, II 

Xlrcelint, ie( ap ns Emperor in I 
Sicily. 1 U 
Mlkythosals role 


901 Mi retirement 
Xlffn. chnrcli of. hold. Unde in 




Milano, 

Milesian. .hare in llw Samian 

K ltlon to Sicily, 69 

Thapherok' enute at. 1 

Mlido, «* Mctumuin 
MiiOa. foundation of, 31, vt -//» 
lilrtklvla M Iraki 
Mine*. King of Crete, 3* 

MHciium, |>coce of, 335 
Monaco, principality of, JJJ 
Morgnntina, hauls of, J*9 
Motyt, rhevnidan Mtlleacnt of, 
24: Hannibal al, 141 i war of 


1., Sicilian, dmn.laii«n of. 41. 
4*1 analogy with EUnlkvl, 
it. 1 corHJItciod by llii>]M>kratn, 
68 : pronto of, inmvd to Lorn- 
tlnol, 84 1 atcackcl by Mcwmoa. 
1081 Join. Athenian alliance, 
1161 Allton Ian licet at, 118 j 
war of, with Syncinc, 1401 
destroyed by Dlonytlos, 161 

Ncall on, Notum, oul|xnt of Syrn- 
ciliO, SOI It. poutlon unde* 
Rome, 3*1, 340 

Neptune, Scatua claim. Mm a. 
father, J34, J.|81 devotion to, 
at Kune, 33SI Crmar'i edict 

»X!7;,“ 

Nervn, I*. L., Kt« free the slam, 


H<Kl 


i'I-I-ao Sicilian vxpvdb 
lion, 1131 *|>pointc<l general, 
114 1 comncl* return, 116 ; 
hi* delays 117, 1*3, net hi* 
stratagem, 118 s iwk. for Iwirsc- 
men and money, not In role 
ifl* 


command, 1*3 1 *i“l« ahlpa to 
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Nom-dion* under Mwhfc, 313. 

Oiyturof Dotty 

Nywloo. In joucuion of Ortwli, 
aiji driven oot, 216 


QWskar, 146 

°JPW. *»r. Knight In 
slvcf.’ in 6 ’ J °’ 1 nCn(bM <* 

OljJ-ph, tin bony of Dooy.lt* to, 


*y of Dooyiica to, 


oSiritoK' 9 ' 


PanlolloH*, ui Kuuoora 
j'o|>y.ii» ■) Syraea*. 294 
• Mtllemonu of. 191 

I'incio Cape, :6 
PaicraO. /« HyUa Goldie 
Icuhagoiii, lynni of Selim*., 


KK”S” : 


Orcilua, rim, 18 

aiyjia, Mory of Arcthouu *1, 36, 

O S 2 &XSS&* 


I'achynoa, I'romonloiy of, 16 
I'aUnuulu, i« Akml 
Palermo, Semitic anti Norman 1 
copfial of Sicily, 261 Phtcuiclan 
lomtie In mincum. tj j m ah* 
PanornuM 

Pollca, fonndol Itr Docdrat, 09 1 
dnlrayed liy (ho Hyracuutn., 
102 

l‘»llcl, iholr lake ami tronhip, 34, 
99; temple of, refuge lor Inc 
U»«a, 118 1 prolcclon uf King 

a liftn, 329; whether they 
•cd in cod Million, 341 
IMnailioa of Lcoalinoi, 63 I 

I'jnanno*, harlxnir of. 17. *6 1 
Pliwnleian iclllcmcnt »l, i 6 ; 
Semitic head of Sicily, 261 
llimilkir Until at, 70; iimulcd 
Int Ifermokroiv*, 140; taken In' 
Pyrrho., 269 : token Itr Kniuc, 
2*2;.mocked lyAwIruInl.aSji 
nmitiiin <4, under koine, 322 t 
liidui|«ic of, 3*4 i wilh«lnnd« 
IUIi«uio«, J 49 ! m ah* Ifknnu | 
i’anUgni, Pnntakyo* river, 46 I 


Pentathlon, counted 21 founder of 

RlS&itS* 

,!«• alliance with CoitWe. 
77 1 Inva< 1 « (itnee, 78 
l’culiim, Inrtliutcl at Syracnre, 

Muiirli of Akrtnt, hi. forecl 
letter*, $7 1 •lorka of, 64 I fcl. 

rM w 

nwnkldM, Spartan admiral, 177, 

l > ltatialiiri», hi. dealing -lih 
Ilurmokraite, 138 
Plato., I’niUn hmWa««t on, 191 
('Inline* of Aknuni, 276 
Philip of Macnltw, hi. compieu. 
in Greece, 218, 2301 Interview. 
ITkmyalna, art 

PldlluU, wife nf 11 lentil H., 273 
Phllnto., Sicilian hnlnrdn, 8 . 76. 
1401 take* pan in the nr 
*6*ln»l Athena, 101 i hli fri«tvl- 
»fup with l*ja«yi4oa, 151, t«f; 
Intlahcrl l,y him, 19a! moiled, 
2001 in commantl agaimt 1 >idn, 

S 2o8; taken liy Tlfroklckk' 
.loin, 208 

Philndnmo* of Argot, 308 
Philuxcno., lieilment of. In> 
IMooydn., 191 

IhinlU., tyront .if Akmmo, t(>\ | 
<lcf.atc.Tli)- Illk.Ct., rlj tlriven 
oat of Akraot., 264 s tram 
fttnnde.1 It)*, It. 

I'hinlkl. (loan), fuandotiott if. 

*<U t tattle id. 314 
I'lumieiam, their poUticill .yUe.it, 
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Euryledn nl, 6;; bcr relations | .US i an onlpoM nf 
lo Catthag.', 7 j, viz, 154. ito, JI7 ; Sclpio’. Marling |-« 
JjK; promi-v. help l«. flaudl- \ Africa, 317: iriaUna of iu 
kar. So; join* Gylij'i"*, U 4 i 
mil belt. 10 Greece, ij 7 : 
taken by IlannilMl, IJ9, 14ai 
fortified l>y l[ermukr*l«, 1 «5 ; 


origin of the na^'.’TjJi i Will- 


by. IS 


'» I 


Tynlioa, *69 i doMrnyel 
W Carthage, *8J 
Kdinoui, river, ji 
S et villus, Q., hk war with the 
•lave*, 3*9 

A Mfhe/iot of Carthage, 179 
Sicily, Ui hUtoriol Imnorlsnc, 
1, at iu go-graphical pailion 
ami character, t, 9. IJ aw. I 
•■life between Cut ami Wet 
f'-. 3. **. 3S«i compared with 
Cyimti and Spile, 5; Korann 
kingdom or, 6, 3531 I’ho nlcUn 
onlonlee In, 11. 14. at-*8| 
Greek colonics In. 11, 14. 39 
*W. i older inhabitant* of, il¬ 
ia 1 become* practically Greek, 
id. 3141 iu itungiiUr ihape, 
161 altea for Odywey uwghlln, 
Id. JO, 481 mountain and river* 
of. 17-191 «hlef granary of 

a kome. 19. 3'7. SU. 334. Mf 
I I hill town* id, *0 I legend. 
*9 iffi< 1 ICamllkar'a In- 
va.ion of, 77-8l; Independence 
of iti citk*. 87 «yy. 1 share of, 
In the war* of Greece, tO» 
srw-, idot Athenian ctjeiii- 
lion to, 114 wyy. t second Cartha¬ 
ginian Invarion of, 140 wyy. | 
effect of the reign of Dinny- 
•iu* on, 197, 198; new icllk- 
ment of, *23 i freed l.y Timo* 
IcOn, **9; position of Am- 
thoklf* in, 157; war of Pyrrho* 
in, *6s-*7i; a wrestling ground 
for Koine end Carthage, *7*, 
*7d Wfd given upliy Carthage, 
aoo; become* a Homan pro- 

'SrZl?\ti LKf/S", 

outer}' in, ngainit Marcclliu, 


Knropc, 
..jminlfcr 
. relation of iiaeilin 
l'i kune, 3*0 3*a 1 Roman 
IVucv in, 3*3; inavauj of 
alitrery, 3*4; .lave «»r» of, 
315 3*9.i <“Kero'» account 
of, 330; Juluu Ce^ar’a Minting 
point foe Africa, 33a 1 occupied 
by Kalna, 333 «.y.! war be* 
tween Qewr and Sctt.it (or, 
336-3*9: O*or matter of, 
*39 : Konkin colonic* in, 140; 
llndrian'a vi.lt to, 341 : I’rank- 
l.li invn*lnn of, 34 a: Chrl*. 
linnlty In, Ui-U* 1 clfcei 
id the diet of Camcalla on, 

B l |Mit uf the Ji*af of 
y. 315 I Teutonic Inva.ion* 
nf. 345 '-V' l »"<iur Tboodoeie, 
3471 **"n Imck I* llelhuriua, 
148 .149 1 It* connealon with tho 
Kaatcrn Umpire, *501 land* nf 
tho Roman (.hotel, in, 347, 351, 
35*1 Conti nm II. In, 35*1 
Mciellu. Kmncror in, 35* 1 re. 
cover,.I by Constantine IV.. rt.| 
Saracen invi»«lon« In, 353 : won 
lock I f iho Norman", 353 
Shlon. iwnloldo settlement from 
in Sicily, *41 Ita hatred Io¬ 
wa id. the Gtccka, 77 
Slkania, name of Sicily, it; men¬ 
tioned In Odyucy, 39 
Sikan., the, 11-13, aj 1 hill tnwna, 
chnracteriitlc of, aoi remain* 
of, in Sicily, *7 I tradition* of, 


Sikclia. 

SiVclle 


•ul^eci in Carthage, 
Si. 


*e, 11-13: gradually 
Greek, 13; lnngirago 
to Latin, t*. *7 i hill- 


lots, dialinguMicd fr 

keta, 4 * 

Sikeli, the, 
liecome 
of, akin 
towni of, *01 remain.* of, in 
Sicily, *7 i talo of their .nigra- 
lion from Italy, *9: their belief; 
ami tradition*, 33-37; men- 
timed in Odj-eicy, *0: driven 
out of Syracuse. 45; ThaokMa* 
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Skythn, 69;’t&'« union under 
Dueetlu*. 98 i ImIji Nun, 10S | 
My Athene, loo; gar.ranly of 
Uteri imlc|iervlciicc, IJJ 

SlawnUIca, Sicilian reference* in 
Mi poem*, 761 entertained liy 
llicrAn, 76, S31 ukl 10 have 
rekindle! Hicrin nnd Thf.Ao, 

SV^IIa, tab of, 

s r; 


of Zanffi, liU war will. 
Sik«U. 691 Illppnkrat.V 

1ST of| 701 ^ ,0 

Slain, Increaac of, In Sicily, 314 1 
■tin of. Jaj-J 3 " l Roman onln 
tor the!. ifivtailoo, 3 a8 1 third 
revolt of, mi 

Solon, Solumlo. Phrenldanaettlo. 
ment of. as 1 taken liy Pyrrhoa, 
* 70 1 join* Romo, 183 

SA.’ucoyi/, daeghtn of Diony 

^VSSrrax 

003, J0<1| InxiW the Roman. 
Into in* llnnm’a, *07 1 !«• 
•nrdod hy Marcellos 

Slant rain*. denounced 

tVdrlfs a tj 1 lonlihoil, It. 1 
«rk» Hainliknrt help. ajj. aj6; 
hi* death. ajK 

S-niiliaUu. in command at Srra- 
one, a &4 I welcome* Pyrrhos 

S 1 lake* ace rice under Him, 

; flee* from Syraetne, ayt 
Kpaccaforno, tn Kaamonai 
Stuln, compared with Sicily, J 1 
Ihcenktan colonic. In, 14. IJ. 

Spanish merccnatln of l>lny- 

Sparta. compared with Athens 
105 j Syracusan eii.bawy to, 
tao; her alliance with Darius 
1371 r y lo» won hock hr. 139; 
supporM Dionytios 160; cm- 
Ixamy of Dkmyrie- to. 176: 
object* to tctilemcnt of Me*. 
teniam l.y Dionydos 1S1 : 


£ 


Dionyuc* tends help to, 189. 
194 i check* hi* advance, 191 i 
admit* Dion to dii«cn*hi|>. *>1 1 
K-nd* help agoiml Agadaokk*, 
*87 

Sthinicn of Therma, 3 J 0 
SuixUocc*, 64 

StrilD. Iifc .lcKrijMion nf Sicily, 

Jtre. , Idt war with Maria*, 

Suj^clu*. 0., Invade* T'nnrtny-, 

Sum, ut Hndruinrtmu 
Sylmla, it. war with Kenton. 67 
Synmlth-. river, tS 
Syria tos reedrta IMAa at Hint. 

llcla MinAa, 003 
Hjmeuw. foundation of, 411 l*» 
relation* to Corinth, it. 1 im¬ 
portance of her topography, 
431 her outpeets 49, jot her 
war with kninaoina, joj chant- 
plot. Of Korop* again*! Africa, 
c6| <A*iu,'>,if of, <9-611 war id 
Tllpitokratft with, 71 j tyranny 
of lid.’* at, 71 »-yy. 1 enlaiged 
I <1 him. 7* i temple* at, Ullt 
I <y OeMti, 831 driivaoat Thra.y- 
lonlo*, 901 trot! of the EUu- 
iKfiia at, 91 1 delation of the 
new eltUens «•: demagogue* 
at, 9 *t InMltutlon c 4 pewnm, 
9 } 1 net uai» with Akraga., 
96, tot i with Etruacan*. 98 | 
with Dncctlua, 100 l with U«i- 
tinoi, 107. ill I attack* Nam-, 
108 1 Athenian nnodllk** 
•gainst. 114 «<W. I wM l- 
the MNtaUr, It .! cmlio-if* Ui 
I’cloponneao*. not lieglnning 
of the dege, 1*3; corning «.l 
Gyllppoa. 114. I* 5 « Improve- 
men! * of naval tactic. ia8| 
Athenian, .urrender to, IJ 4 . 
136; treatment of priwner*, 
Ij6; (end* help to Greece. 
137 j threatened by Hannibal, 
144: feeling toward* Henan, 
hr*!**, MS-* S help '•> 
Alniga*. 149: general* MOW* 





































by Agathokle., ajo ; Join. 
lMnokraifc, 2*4; Ag.thokh-* 
negotiate* for, *55; taken by 
Rome, 2S3 ; Rwrun colony at, 
340 

Thermit of Sclinont, 343 

ThtrOn, tyrant of A\raga*; hb 
alliance with Cd£o. 73; drive 
out TcrilSos, 78; hit thare in 
the battle o/ llirr.cra, 80, 8t } 
hi* war with 11ierCm, 83; recon¬ 
ciled to him, 84 i hit work* at 
AUrcfiiu and death, 89; tic- 
Uruction of hi* tomb, 149 

Thnpin, *ondt contingent to 
Syracoio, 1*6. 119 

Tholn6n, of Syiacmo, oicithnm* 
llikcta*. *64 I welcome* Pyrr¬ 
ho*. *67 1 |«t to death, 171 . 

ThouiM. foundation of. 1061 
treatment 0f b, Iwplloi*. 18$ 1 
make* treaty with Dlonyilo*, 
186 t hclitetl liy Corinth, *11 

Thraaimuml, king of Ihu Vandal., 

Thml'.n, ndvlwr of lllcrfoymo*. 

Thratyhoulo*, wm of Deitto- 
none*, 7 *. 83 s W* tyranny at 
Syractiv;. ?0| withdraw* to 
Lokrol. it. 

Thiatydnkn, Ilk opiwcuiun nl 


I nook rate t, Dion'* wife given to, 
rot 1 left In own in* ml at Km. 
cum. »o3 1 hi. letter to Dio- 

In Tlmo- 

}*an<»’ death, at7i aenl to 
>n!|) Kyracaio. IK 1 lamU at 
Tnuiomeiilon, *19; defau Ill- 
helaa at llulranum, IK 1 l)h»- 
nyticn wrrcn-tei* to, a*o; |>l”t» 
agalnit, a*t 1 take* Kyrncate, 
mi I re-found* it, **31 rrnoltut 
at Lcontinoi, *14: Ix-niin.t ami 
llikctnt hi Unit to, IK s hit war 


by thu Kiinmot, **7; hit Ireot. 
ment of the tyrant*, *17, 228 j 
make* ixoee with Carthage, 
a*8 ; tend* wilier* to Gcla and 
AkragJs, 2*9 i end* hit dan at 
Syracuse, it. 1 the Timoteoo- 
Idon built in hi* lioncor, 230 
Tin<i|il*>nt«, of Coeiilh, hb 
tyranny and death, 217 
Tniat, teacher cf rhdoric, 94 
Tnuuhcioei, hi. aUiaocc with 


Sparta, 137; witlutnod 1-y 
Hcrnu ■Viator, rA 
Torgium, latllc of, 2« 

Tollt. ling of the GoUn. inndet 

Tiinada taken hy Syruutc, 107 

Tiouloei, fird Mecukn tctllcnicnl 
at, 46 

Trojan tradition* at S.ge*ln, 13, 

ihoklta, *431 .leloey of, om 
Cnilitge, *4., 1 ukra I* the 
mviccnanca, 2461 OyfaUntiUln 


at, 247 

Tycho, iiimiIw of Syr 
165 
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TyivUriuti, hi* attemi* al Ijnwwy 
Bl Syracwr. 94 , 

TnOartoti, trnwl "I rVutroMW- 

waKSiBiz&A- 

Itoatofa, aao 1 Roman vlcimy 
off, 38a i occii| 4 «d if SwUM. 
iij 1 Roman colony al,MO 
TfttMli. mv) of (Ik name, 6 a, J 5 JI 
(Inch »Vw a. 10 .l«j% of, 
at?. aaS 

Tjrc, iwoUlih) nUlmonla from 
In Sicily, 34 1 »«• liMwl In- 
wards Greek*, 77 i 

S U« «ivl In, IJJI Unhnul- 
embattle* lo, » 4 » 


Ulita, ItKvnicinn colony, 
liken ly AgalhokWa, 348 


aji 


wSa 


Defied invasion of Sicily 
: in Africa, Italy, and 


P** n 


Beftarlw' cam- 
W8 


Vet res (I, .ClcctVa speech against, 
jio. sp, a 3 ; i'i* ' i i'i>roN-ioo 

hi Sicily, jji i i>k* min osilc, 
IJ 3 t lull lo tie, 'ill, Ik 
Volcanic mountain* ami lakes In 

i* 


Xsitalikua of Akngas sWoolod 
ly Lcwlnt*. U0> Iji 
Nent’, Invatlct (.recce, 78 
Xljiionla, peninsula, 4.1, 46 

7 . 

/ankle, foundation of. 48: founds 
lllmim, 50 1 ruk*l liy Skyihca, 

S ; hcirol if I Ik Samian*, 
; in army enslaved ly 
Ui]i|«cmi<s 7 <»: occupied l>y 
Anaaila*. /A.; name changed 
10 Mesuna, 70, 9a i mlo of 
Mikylhos at, 85, <y>; sons of 
Anasila* at, 90,91 ; >'c Messana 
Zuipners, uncle of Ilicrfoymo*. 
a W ; supports Carthage, 396 ; 


I 
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